No plan for new school
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EDtrCATION Minister Kate
Jones has quashed hopes for
a new high school in the
MogglU electorate despite
1300 people signin.g a pet-
itionbacldiig the facility.

Ms Jones wrote to petition
organisers last week to pour
cold water on the idea,
sparkinga hugeresponse on
Facebook from angry par-
entsin theKenmore area.

Moggill petition fails to persuade Minister

Ms Jones wrote that the
Education Department had
cidviaed, based on projec-
tLons, that the area was not
identified as high growth,
and that evidence did not
support delivery of new
schoolinfrastractuie in the
vicimty.

“Based on the demand
data available, a new hi”"
schoolto service the Moggill

electorate would not be vi-
able giventhelownumberof
secondary school*aiged stu-
dents,” she wrote.

But Ms Jones said any
growth in student numbers
wouldbe ciosdy monitored.

State [jNP MP for Moggill
Christian Rowan said the
advice was diBappoiating.

“The Labor Minister’s re-
sponse is certainly at odds

with what is reported as
needed by parents, students,
teachers and residents, not
oiily at Kenmore State Ifigh
School but also by families
in Mt Crosby and Karana
Downs, who continue to
fi~t for an additional h i
school,”he said.

Kenmore State High
School council chairman
Scott Meehan said the coun-

cil would meet again to dis-
cusstheissuetins term.
“Some very difficult deci-
sionBwillhave tobe made to
protect the learning envi-
ronment and excellent out-
comes that the school has
worked so hard to achieve,”
he said. “The only instru-
ment available to the school
is to rigorously enforce tiie
enrolment  management
plan and limit enrolments

from out-of-catchment sub-
urbs.”
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