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Pre-hearing Questions on notice and responses – Deputy 
Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, 

Local Government and Planning and Minister Assisting the 
Premier on Olympics Infrastructure 

 
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 1 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to SDS page 2 which advises in 2022/23 the Department will implement 
10‐year industry roadmaps – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier advise what actions the Department will undertake this 
financial year relating to the following action items: (a) Journey to Advanced 
Manufacturing initiative (Queensland Advanced Manufacturing 10 year Roadmap and 
Action Plan), (b) The Hacker/ Markerspaces program (Queensland Advanced 
Manufacturing 10 year Roadmap and Action Plan), (c) Actions 2.1.3 and 3.14 
(Queensland Aerospace 10 Year Roadmap and Action Plan), (d) Biofutures Industry 
Development Fund (Queensland Biofutures 10 Year Roadmap and Action Plan) and (e) 
Concierge Service to assist Queensland METS companies, and Develop an online 
portal to promote the specific capabilities of individual Queensland METS companies 
to potential customers (METS 10 Year Roadmap and Action Plan)? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
a) As this matter falls within the responsibility of the Department of Regional 

Development, Manufacturing and Water, I refer the Member to the Minister for 
Regional Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water. 

 
b) As this matter falls within the responsibility of the Department of Regional 

Development, Manufacturing and Water, I refer the Member to the Minister for 
Regional Development and Manufacturing and Minister for Water. 

 
c) Actions aligned to 2.13 in the Queensland Aerospace 10 Year Roadmap and Action 

Plan - delivering capability development programs across Queensland and 
working with key partners to expand and identify other services critical for 
industry capability development::  
• Defence Jobs Queensland has refreshed its popular Defence and Aerospace 

Capability Development Workshop series which in 2022-23 will reach wider 
audiences due to a variety of delivery modes.  The first workshops in the new 
format were released in June this year, attracting over 80 participant small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).  Defence and Aerospace capability 
workshops include. 
- Introduction to Defence – delivered via video tutorial, webinar and 

masterclass 
- Marketing to Defence – delivered in person 



- Tendering for Defence – delivered via video tutorial and masterclass 
- Partnering for success – delivered via video tutorial, webinar and 

masterclass 
- Cyber and Defence Industry Security Program (DISP) - delivered via 

video tutorial and masterclass. 
• Defence Jobs Queensland is part of a collaborative pilot project with Boeing 

Defence Australia, the Office of Defence Industry Support and AusIndustry 
to deliver a 12-month capability uplift program for 20 SMEs that provide 
goods / services identified as necessary by Boeing. First of its kind globally. 
The pilot launches on 25 July 22. 

• The Defence and Aerospace Industry Development Fund (DAID) has 
supported 64 businesses to achieve certifications/accreditations that will 
better position them to secure opportunities in defence and aerospace supply 
chains. A third round of DAID is expected to open in the third quarter of 2022. 

  
Actions aligned to 3.14 in the Queensland Aerospace 10 Year Roadmap and Action 
Plan stimulating Queensland maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) export 
opportunities through participating at targeted international events such as MRO 
Asia-Pacific. 
• Queensland has a competitive advantage with its ideal geographic proximity 

to the Asia Pacific market, as well as a diverse range of MRO capabilities 
based here in the state. 
- Major aircraft modification; helicopter design and assembly; life cycle 

support; avionics; MRO; logistics analysis and management; electronic 
systems 

- Queensland is home to half of the world’s top 10 aerospace companies 
and one quarter of Australia’s aerospace companies 

- Queensland is home to the only aircraft heavy engineering maintenance 
facility in Australia, servicing Boeing 737s and Airbus 330s 

- Townsville is home to Flying Colours Aviation, Australia’s largest 
aircraft repainting provider, servicing the civil and defence aircraft and 
operators   

- Queensland is one of the few locations in the world with the full range of 
technical capabilities needed to assemble, test and maintain advanced 
military and civilian helicopters. 

• MRO Asia Pacific 2022 in Singapore (20-22 September 2022) is an annual, 
targeted civil aerospace event servicing the MRO sector and focused on the 
Asia-Pacific region.   
- Defence Jobs Queensland has secured a 90sqm exhibition space in the 

main hall, and is planning to lead a delegation of up to 12 Queensland 
Aerospace businesses to co-exhibit under the Queensland Government 
brand   

- This event aligns well with the Queensland Aerospace 10-Year Roadmap 
and Action Plan, which aims to promote Queensland’s capabilities in 
providing high-value niche manufacturing and MRO services and training 
and access new global supply chain opportunities and international 
markets   

- A program is being developed, in collaboration with the Trade and 
Investment Queensland (TIQ) Singapore office, to maximise networking 
and B2B (business-to-business) opportunities in the region 



- The corresponding event in 2019 was attended by more than 6,000 
delegates and 200 exhibiting companies from over 70 countries.  The 11 
organisations that participated on the Queensland stand reported making 
38 quality leads generating approximately $4.7 million in revenue 

- Attendance at MRO Asia Pacific 2022 follows on from the MRO Investor 
Forum hosted by the Treasurer on 14 April 2022, again reinforcing 
Queensland’s focus on Aerospace MRO.   

• Avalon Air Show (Geelong, Victoria 25 February – 5 March 2023) is a 
biennial global business event, attracting senior civil aviation, aerospace and 
defence industry, military and government decision-makers from around the 
world.   
- Queensland Government has maintained a presence at Avalon since 2003   
- Defence Jobs Queensland is planning to lead a delegation of up to 18 

Queensland Aerospace businesses to co-exhibit under the Queensland 
Government brand and gain exposure to international supply chains 

- 18 stand partners 
- The last time the event was held in 2019 it attracted 698 exhibiting 

companies from 30 countries, 161 delegations including military, 
industry, government and scientific personnel from 28 countries and more 
than 38,952 accredited trade visitors during the industry-only trade days 

- The 18 Queensland stand partners reported making 78 quality leads, 
generating up to $11 million in potential business.   

• MRO Australasia 2023 (Brisbane, 17-18 May 2023) is the second in a series 
of three biennial events that we attracted to the state, off the back of our 
regular presence at MRO Asia Pacific.    
- MRO Australasia is a two day conference attracting 300+ attendees from 

the international MRO community to Brisbane, to learn about the crucial 
issues that impact the MRO business in this region.  After a successful 
launch in 2020, the event returns to the Sofitel Brisbane to offer an 
opportunity for suppliers to meet key decision makers and for buyers to 
learn, test and purchase new MRO solutions and services. The agenda will 
cover maintenance, repair and overhaul for all fixed wing aircraft; 
commercial, business, general and regional aviation and rotorcraft 

- Queensland Government is the host sponsor of this event   
- As of 12 July 2022, 17 of the 32 exhibitions spaces have already been sold  
- Defence Jobs Queensland is working with Aviation Week Network to 

help form the program, by way of speaker and content suggestions and 
connections   

- Defence Jobs Queensland plan to actively assist with any STEM related 
activities AWN include, through the Aerospace Gateway to Industry 
Schools Program.   

 
d) The Biofutures Industry Development Fund was launched in November 2016 with 

$5 million available to support well-advanced industrial biotech proponents to get 
large-scale projects through the final stage of financial due diligence to secure 
financing from investors. 
 
Three biofuel projects were assisted under the Biofutures Industry Development 
Fund, to conduct a range of technical studies and due diligence reports that would 
support an investment case for private finance. 



Of these, two projects completed their reports and are actively pursuing private 
funding and equity partners; one project is still underway and currently forecasting 
completion in December 2022 

Queensland’s Biofutures 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan outlines a vision for 
Queensland to be an Asia-Pacific hub in biomanufacturing and biorefining, 
supporting global efforts to decarbonise and building diverse local industrial 
capabilities. 

The Roadmap was recently refreshed and contains 16 actions that have been refined 
through stakeholder feedback to better reflect the changes in the sector and to 
further enhance Queensland’s vision to be a leading global biofutures hub. 

Key actions being implemented in 2022–23 include: 
• providing strong state government leadership and vision by collaborating with

agencies, peak bodies and the Australian government to create an enabling
environment for bioenergy solutions for aviation, maritime and heavy vehicles
and machinery

• partnering with industry to undertake trials and pilots to unlock supply chain
opportunities, promoting consumer and industry confidence and supporting a
circular economy

• provide focused project facilitation support and mobilise government resources
to help navigate and streamline project proposals and approvals

• support work into an assessment of the feasibility of a bio-incubator and
development of biohubs to accelerate the development and commercialisation
of related processes and technology

• investigate, leverage and promote biofutures solutions that can support delivery
of a sustainable and climate positive large-scale projects such as the Brisbane
2032 Olympics and Paralympics Games.

e) The METS sector team actively engages with the METS sector via referrals from 
within the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government 
and Planning, TIQ, partner organisations such as Austmine, via the 
METS@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au email address and through attendance at industry 
briefings, trade shows and conferences.
The METS Sector Team developed an online portal in partnership the Defence 
Jobs Queensland. The Queensland Defence Industries Capability Directory was 
launched November 2020 (https://industrydirectory.dsdmip.qld.gov.au ).
As the management of the industry directory was considered resource intensive, it 
was considered more effective to connect the portal developer with industry 
partners who were seeking to develop their own online portals. Two partners to 
date have developed or are developing their own portal to promote their members’ 
capabilities. These include:
• the Mackay-based METS industry association, Resources Industry Network 

which developed its own METS HQ online portal (https://metshq.com.au)
• the enviroMETS cluster which is currently developing an industry portal to 

promote its members’ capabilities. 

https://industrydirectory.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/
https://industrydirectory.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/
https://metshq.com.au/


Access to the developer has saved both organisations considerable time and 
funding and has enabled them to focus on other aspects of their clients’ needs. 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 2 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) –  
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
Could the Deputy Premier advise the key deliverables in the 2022/23 financial year for 
the Growth Area Team, including the number of new housing lots that will be delivered 
to market? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
Our strong health response and economic recovery has seen people flocking to 
Queensland. 
  
The entire South East is undergoing a boom that is likely to gain momentum as we head 
towards the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
  
That is why I established the Growth Areas Team to address the current pressure on 
land supply and provide a mechanism for government, councils, developers and the 
industry to keep up with the increase in demand for land, housing and the supporting 
infrastructure that comes with it. 

As part of this year’s State Budget, the Growth Areas Team has been allocated $10 
million over two years to unlock land for affordable and diverse housing.  The key 
deliverables that I have set out for the Growth Areas Team to deliver in the next 
financial year include: 
• delivering a land use and infrastructure planning framework for Caboolture West 

that will ultimately support 30,000 new homes for around 70 000 people and access 
to 17,000 new jobs    

• administration of the newly announced $35 million Growth Acceleration Fund to 
deliver key infrastructure to unlock land for housing. With $15 million already 
dedicated to funding the necessary water and sewer infrastructure to service the first 
3,000 lots at Caboolture West.  

• preparing a Business Case for Beerwah East. Beerwah East is a significant new 
growth front needed to service future demands for housing in the Sunshine Coast. 
The business case will provide recommendations to government on preferred 
options to convert, over time, what is currently state forest to a future city of 
approximately 21,000 dwellings 

• evaluating all of the Underutilised Urban Footprint areas within the SEQ Regional 
Plan.  These evaluations will identify short term opportunities for unlocking land 
supply and housing.  



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 3 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to the Investment Facilitation Process for Exclusive Transactions as of 
the start of the 2022/23 financial year how many of the 7 transactions in the process 
listed in Question on Notice 147 asked on 15 March 2022 have: (a) progressed to the 
next stage of the process, (b) been withdrawn from the process by the proponent, (c) 
been terminated by the government and (d) have been approved to proceed. 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The progression of a proposal depends on it meeting the exclusive transactions criteria. 
 
Two qualified enquiries have exited the process since 15 March 2022 as they were 
unable to meet the exclusive transactions criteria.  
 
As at 12 July 2022 there are:  
• 1 qualified enquiry    
• 1 concept proposal  
• 2 detailed proposals 
• 1 proposal in transaction management.  



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 4 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to the Capital Programs for the Department and associated Statutory 
Bodies, can the Minister report separately by each program: (a) the description of each 
project/initiative, the name of the recipient, level of funding provided in financial years 
20/21 and 21/22 and proposed funding allocation in 22/23; and (b) the amount of carry 
over funding from 21/22 to 22/23 in each respective program or statutory authority and 
why funding was carried over? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
(a) A list of 2020/21, 2021/22 actual expenses and 2022/23 budgets for key programs 
(excludes some minor programs) is set out below.  
 

Project name 
2022-23 
Budget  
$'000 

2021-22 
Actuals 
$'000 

2020-21 
Actuals 
$'000 

Departmental 
Works for Queensland 88,210  134,132 46,242  
Haughton Pipeline Stage 2 50,000  - 7,500  
Resources Community Infrastructure Fund 46,000 1,335 - 
Local Government Grants and Subsidies Program 36,089  16,490 12,156  
South East Queensland Community Stimulus Program 24,838  50,162 28,754 
Indigenous Councils Critical Infrastructure Program 22,324  12,348 20,243 
Building our Regions (Rounds 1-5) 19,475  18,788 40,126  
Regional Recovery Partnership Program 12,150 1,840 - 
COVID-19 Works for Queensland 9,888  52,681 138,652 
Community Infrastructure Investment Partnership 6,960 2,623 40 
Ayr water supply infrastructure project (Stage 2) 5,000  4,000 - 
State Development Area acquisitions 3,929 - - 
Hinchinbrook Harbour new sewage plant 3,819  - - 
Unite and Recover Community Stimulus Package 2,679 19,077 28,754 
Roma Street Parklands 2,565 1,306 1,837 
Southport Spit 2,554 2,808 9,991 
Cunnamulla artesian hot springs and river walk 
experience 2,276 2,470 - 

Splash Parks in Mareeba and Douglas Shires 2,100 900 - 



Project name 
2022-23 
Budget  
$'000 

2021-22 
Actuals 
$'000 

2020-21 
Actuals 
$'000 

Northern Peninsula Area water supply system – 
replacement of asbestos cement pipelines 2,084  279 349 

Gladstone State Development Area Acquisitions 
(Targinnie) 1,424 186 - 

Northern Peninsula Area water supply system – water 
supply rectification and repair program of works 1,334  1,333 1,333 

Logan City Council – digital infrastructure and 
connectivity  1,000  1,250 - 

Economic Development Queensland 
Gladstone State Development Area 48,650 4,441 143 
Northshore Hamilton 35,806 29,732 5,621 
Sunshine Coast Industrial Park (Stage 2) 20,000 1,536 1,317 
Yeronga Priority Development Area 15,756 1,647 3,287 
Currumbin Eco-Parkland 13,885 - - 
Oxley Priority Development Area 9,730 9,152 6,226 
Carseldine Urban Village 7,661 5,589 12,620 
Yeerongpilly Green 4,180 682 444 
Gold Coast Health and Knowledge Precinct 3,710 687 2,867 
Coolum Eco Industrial Park (Stage 2) 2,500 - - 
South Bank Corporation 
South Bank – Capital Works Program 9,829 2,991 11,327 
Queensland Reconstruction Authority 
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements  675,241  485,609 452,044 
Queensland Resilience and Risk Reduction Fund 13,101  9,204 4,431 
Recovery and Resilience Grants 7,200  2,092 3,458 
National Flood Mitigation Infrastructure Program 5,940  3,498 - 
North Queensland Natural Disasters Mitigation 
Program 3,000  - - 

 
Note: The 2021-22 actuals are interim results and subject to finalisation as part of the 
department’s financial statement preparation process and audit certification through the 
Queensland Audit Office which is currently in progress. 
 
(b) A list of capital programs for which funding was or is being sought to be “carried 
over” from 2021/22 to 2022/23 in order to re-align funding profiles with project 
activity is set out below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Project name Value of funds carried over 
from 2021-22 to 2022-23 

$'000 
Departmental 
Resources Community Infrastructure Fund 11,000 
Local Government Grants and Subsidies Program 10,331 
COVID-19 Works for Queensland 9,888 
Works for Queensland 8,210 
State Development Area acquisitions 3,929 
Ayr water supply infrastructure project (Stage 2) 3,000 
Building our Regions (Rounds 1-5) 3,000 
Unite and Recover Community Stimulus Package 2,679 
Northern Peninsula Area water supply system – 
replacement of asbestos cement pipelines 

2,084 

Hinchinbrook Harbour  1,019 
Splash Parks in Mareeba and Douglas Shires 600 
Autonomous Systems Test Sites 223 
Royalties for the Regions 100 
Cunnamulla artesian hot springs and river walk experience 30 
Economic Development Queensland  
Currumbin Eco-Parkland 13,885 
Oxley Priority Development Area 6,063 
Carseldine Urban Village 5,048 
Sunshine Coast Industrial Park (Stage 2) 4,664 
Yeronga Priority Development Area 3,402 
Gold Coast Health and Knowledge Precinct 748 
Salisbury Plains Industrial Precinct 333 
Clinton Industrial Estate 260 
Townsville Regional Industrial Estate 114 
Cairns Regional Industrial Estate 8 
Queensland Reconstruction Authority 
Recovery and Resilience Fund 10,800 
Queensland Resilience and Risk Reduction Fund 4,300 
 
A key element of the department’s and associated statutory bodies’ capital program is 
providing capital grants to local governments and non-government organisations to 
support their work within communities across Queensland. The recipients of capital 
grants are responsible for delivering to a range of capital project activities, many of 
which can be delayed due to the following reasons: 
 
• Further negotiation and consultation with impacted community stakeholders, such 

as landholders and Native Title holders 
• Inclement weather events such as those which have impacted South East 

Queensland recently 
• Challenges being experienced across the construction industry as a result of staff 

shortages and supply chain pressures 
• Re-tendering and procurement processes 



• Broader capacity issues currently being faced across our local councils across 
regional Queensland. 

The majority of capital grants are paid when certain performance milestones are met. 
Project delays can impact the ability of the grant recipient to meet these milestones 
under the originally agreed timeframes. Under these circumstances capital grants can 
be deferred into future financial years, during which these milestones are expected to 
be met. The deferral of capital grants (milestone payments) is made in consultation with 
the grant recipient and progress of project activity is monitored by the department under 
the grant agreement. 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 5 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to the Works for Queensland and COVID Works for Queensland 
programs and the SEQ Community Stimulus Package for each financial years 19/20 to 
25/26, can the Minister provide, for each individual program (reported separately) the: 
(a) total level of funds allocated for each of the financial years, (b) amount of any 
funding carried over each year, (c) amount of funding already expended in each 
program and (d) amount of funding remaining post 22/23 remaining in each program? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
For question parts (a), (b) and (c):  
 
For Works for Queensland: 
 
Program: Works for Queensland 

  (a) (b) (c) 
Financial  
Year 

1Initial Funding 
Allocation $'000 

Deferral2 / (Bring 
Forward3) $'000 

Funding Expended 
 $'000 

2016-17 120,000  660  119,340  
2017-18 180,000  3,100  176,900  
2018-19 147,811  (23,872) 171,683  
2019-20 50,000  374  49,626  
2020-21 33,995  (12,247) 46,242  
2021-22 148,000  13,868  134,132  
2022-23 88,210 - - 
2023-24 20,000 - - 
2024-25 100,000 - - 
2025-26 70,000 - - 

  697,923  
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Initial Funding Allocations as per the relevant published Capital Statements (State Budget Paper No. 
3).  
2 Deferral is the carryover of unspent funding from the current financial year into future years. 
3 Bring forward is where funding from a future year is brought into the current financial year. 



For COVID Works for Queensland: 
 
Program: COVID Works for Queensland 
  (a) (b) (c) 
Financial  
Year 

1Initial Funding 
Allocation $'000 

Deferral2 / (Bring 
Forward3) $'000 

Funding Expended  
$'000 

2019-20   
2020-21 180,000  41,348  138,652  
2021-22 80,000  27,350  52,680  
2022-23 9,888 - - 

  191,332  
 
For the South East Queensland Community Stimulus Program: 
 
Program: SEQ Community Stimulus Program 
  (a) (b) (c) 
Financial 
Year 

1Initial Funding 
Allocation $'000 

Deferral2 / (Bring 
Forward3) $'000 

Funding Expended  
$'000 

2019-20   
2020-21 
2021-22 25,000  (25,162) 50,162  
2022-23 24,838 - - 
2023-24 25,000 - - 
2024-25 50,000 - - 
2025-26 40,000 - - 

  50,162  
 
d) The amount of funding remaining post 2022-23 in each program will be dependent 

on council progress in delivering approved projects. Per grant program guidelines 
for the above programs, grant funding project payments are made by the department 
based on councils achieving project delivery milestones. The department works 
closely with councils to monitor the delivery of projects. 

 
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 6 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
QUESTION: 
 
 
I refer to the Coaldrake Review ‘Let the Sunshine In’ so far as it relates to commercial 
in confidence arrangements – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier advise the total cost of the Wellcamp quarantine facility 
including capital, leasing, and any other costs? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The costs associated with the quarantine and isolation program, including the 
Queensland Regional Accommodation Centre facility at Wellcamp, are reported in the 
budget papers in accordance with budgetary reporting protocols. 
 

 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 7 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 7 of the SDS, specifically the 108% complaint clearance rate 
for 2021‐22 for the Office of the Independent Assessor‐ 
 
Will the Deputy Premier advise: (a) what is the breakdown of these cleared complaints 
by the financial year in which they were received and (b) what was the longest time 
period a complaint was waiting to be finalised? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 

a) A total of 931 complaints were cleared in the 2021/22 year as follows:  
 
  2021-22 2020-21 2019-20 2018-19 
Number of complaints cleared in 
2021-22 by FY received 710 212 8 1 

 
b) The longest time period a complaint was waiting to be finalised by the OIA in 

2021-22 was two years and 11 months.  
 
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 8 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
Will the Deputy Premier provide a list of infrastructure betterment projects identified 
for completion in the 2022‐23 financial year, following the 2022 floods across 
Queensland? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The $170 million in Betterment funding to rebuild essential public infrastructure 
damaged in the 2021-22 disaster season to a more resilient standard was announced on 
2 July 2022. 
 
The funding will allow applicable councils and state agencies to improve key assets 
such as causeways, culverts, roads and bridges to better withstand the impacts of natural 
disasters. 
 
This Betterment fund is the largest ever made available in a single disaster season in 
Queensland and is jointly funded by the Commonwealth and State Governments under 
the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA).  
 
It comprises:  
• $150 million directly targeting local government areas impacted by the Central, 

Southern and Western Queensland floods in November/December 2021; Ex-
Tropical Cyclone Seth in January 2022; and the South East Queensland floods from 
February to April 2022. 

• A further $20 million made available through DRFA efficiencies, is available in all 
66 local government areas activated for disaster funding following the nine disasters 
to strike Queensland during the 2021-22 disaster season. 

 
Under the terms of the DRFA, approved projects will have until 30 June 2024 for 
completion. 
 
The Queensland Reconstruction Authority is currently receiving submissions from 
councils and state agencies for the Betterment Fund and will publish a list of successful 
projects once approved at  https://www.qra.qld.gov.au/betterment.  
 
 

https://www.qra.qld.gov.au/betterment
https://www.qra.qld.gov.au/betterment


Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 9 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 8 of the SDS, specifically the Better Planning service area – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier provide an update on the work underway to address housing 
affordability, while protecting and enhancing our Queensland lifestyle as we grow? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Palaszczuk Government is committed to ensuring Queenslanders have a safe, 
secure and affordable place to call home in liveable, vibrant communities that protect 
and enhance our valued Queensland lifestyle.  
 
The department, through the Better Planning service area, is delivering a wide range of 
programs to address land supply and housing affordability including: 
 
• The Growth Areas Team, established in 2021, which pursues new partnerships 

between developers, local government, utility providers and State agencies to 
support land use and infrastructure planning as well as infrastructure funding 
arrangements.   
 
To support the work of the Growth Areas Team, in November 2021, I announced a 
Priority Growth Areas Bill which will look to introduce new legislative tools to 
intervene where necessary to resolve critical blockers to the supply of land and 
housing in greenfield or infill areas. In April 2022, my department undertook 
targeted consultation with key stakeholders about the policy outcomes of the Bill. 
Public consultation will occur later this year and in 2023. 

 
• The annual Land Supply and Development Monitoring Report which continually 

monitors South East Queensland’s land supply and development activity to ensure 
we have adequate land in the right locations to maintain SEQ's enviable lifestyle 
and unique characteristics. 

 
• A review into the planning framework’s approach to regulating residential 

development to ensure it supports and promotes housing choice, diversity and 
affordability. 
 

• Detailed evaluations of all underutilised urban footprint areas identified in the South 
East Queensland Regional Plan (ShapingSEQ) to find potential projects where the 



State could expand its involvement to unlock land and housing. It is anticipated that 
the outcomes from this work will also inform the future review of ShapingSEQ. 
 

• Working with the Department of Communities, Housing and Digital Economy to 
explore inclusionary planning requirements and opportunities to deliver social and 
affordable housing in new growth areas including affordable by design principles 
and planning incentives. 

 
The department, through the Better Planning service area, is also delivering a range of 
initiatives to ensure our communities continue to be great places to live as our and 
have the necessary infrastructure in place as our population grows: 

- $50 million in equity funding is being invested in the new Growth Acceleration 
Fund to deliver key infrastructure needed to develop residential lots and increase 
housing supply   

- A $210 million Growth Areas Compact to provide enabling infrastructure for 
Caboolture West as part of our partnership with the Australian Government and 
the Council of Mayors (SEQ) to deliver the SEQ City deal  

- Monitoring infrastructure charges and spending to ensure the planning 
framework supports fair and equitable cost arrangements for the funding and 
delivery of local and state government infrastructure.   
 

In addition, my department is facilitating new housing, including affordable and diverse 
housing, across the state via Priority Development Areas (PDAs) through Economic 
Development Queensland (EDQ). 
 
EDQ has planned, and is helping to deliver, some of the largest residential 
developments in Queensland and most iconic urban renewal projects, including: 
• the Greenfield PDAs of Caloundra South, Greater Flagstone, Ripley Valley and 

Yarrabilba which, when fully developed, will deliver 140,000 dwellings, offering 
housing affordability, diversity and choice  

• the infill PDAs of Bowen Hills, Northshore Hamilton, The Mill, Southport and 
Maroochydore City Centre, which will deliver an additional 55,000 dwellings and 
enable the revitalisation of these urban areas. 

 
In 2020-21 alone, EDQ approved over 500 residential lots and almost 930 apartments 
for development across a number of Priority Development Areas. 
 

 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 10 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 21 of the SDS – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier indicate how the government is working with industry and the 
community to deliver infrastructure for new residential projects, urban precincts and 
industrial ecosystems, and how this infrastructure improves housing access and 
affordability for Queensland families? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Palaszczuk Government is working with industry and the community to provide 
planning and delivery solutions for a range of infrastructure and property projects that 
are providing greater housing affordability and availability. 
 
To help achieve this, thirty-four Priority Development Areas (PDAs) have been 
declared across Queensland. 
 
Funding and building infrastructure are key to facilitating development within these 
PDAs, particularly in new communities.   
 
In partnership with major stakeholders, including landowners and local government, 
Development Charges and Offsets Plans have been finalised for the Ripley Valley and 
Greater Flagstone PDAs. This will help facilitate critical infrastructure to service these 
areas and expedite coordinated and financially sustainable development. 
 
These two Plans will guide the delivery of up to $4.4 billion in municipal and state 
infrastructure. They have also made major provision for community uses, including:   

• 18 primary schools and seven high schools within Greater Flagstone, and 16 
primary schools and seven high schools in Ripley Valley  

• four health care precincts in Ripley Valley 
• 7.2 hectares for health precincts, and a 16-hectare area to cater for a hospital site 

within Greater Flagstone, to service the South Logan catchment 
• three ambulance and two fire and rescue emergency services sites, and the 

consolidation of Queensland Police Service activities into a central District Police 
Station in Ripley Valley 

• a total of four additional Police, Ambulance and Fire and Rescue emergency service 
sites in Greater Flagstone.  

 



Development within these two PDAs alone will deliver approximately 100,000 
dwellings for a population of up to 240,000 people. 
Within the Carseldine Village development, significant road infrastructure and civil 
works have been constructed to deliver this development. A range of affordable 
freehold terrace homes are being delivered, with three-bedroom homes priced 
approximately 20 per cent below the median price for a three-bedroom home in 
Carseldine. 
 
To further assist with affordability, each terrace home includes a solar PV/battery 
system that will save up to $1,600 each year on energy bills. All homes are also EV 
charger ready, with a dedicated circuit in each garage to avoid up to $1,000 in retrofit 
costs if the homeowner purchases an elective vehicle. 
 
Construction of the first 53 terrace homes in Stage 1 commenced in early 2021 and will 
be completed in early 2023. A further 48 new homes in Stage 2 are in the early stages 
of construction. The first residents moved into their new homes in April this year.  
 
At Oxley, works have started to repurpose the former Secondary College site with the 
delivery of key infrastructure. This will enable the delivery of 87 new homes, an over 
50’s lifestyle residential development, including a new community centre, and a 150-
bed residential aged care facility.   
 
Like Carseldine Village, the 87 homes will include a solar PV/battery system that will 
save homeowners on energy bills. They will also include an efficient heat pump hot 
water system and electric vehicle charger readiness. 
 
Within my department, Economic Development Queensland’s industrial land 
development program has delivered a portfolio of industrial estates throughout 
Queensland. The industrial land sales program provides business and industry with 
opportunities to invest and grow. The estates are major employment centres and deliver 
important goods, services and economic benefits to their local communities and 
regions. The industrial estates accommodate a wide variety of industrial activities and 
support small local businesses as well as national tenants and large corporations. 
 
My department also focuses on the active facilitation of key infrastructure, notably 
through the establishment of funding vehicles for key ‘catalyst’ trunk infrastructure to 
help break development barriers. 
 
The Building Acceleration Fund is providing co-investment through interest free loans 
with councils, developers and utility providers. Eight projects have been announced to 
date, including to fund infrastructure that will unlock more than 11,000 residential lots 
for development.  
 
On 9 June 2022, under the umbrella of the Growth Areas Program, I announced two 
funding initiatives to accelerate investment in infrastructure to unlock land for new 
housing in South East Queensland. 
 
The Catalyst Infrastructure Fund co-investment program is a $150 million Queensland 
Government initiative that will provide low interest loans to accelerate the delivery of 
essential infrastructure in PDAs. 



The $50 million Growth Acceleration Fund will support the delivery of priority trunk 
infrastructure in communities outside of PDAs. $15 million of this fund has already 
been allocated to help deliver water and sewer infrastructure in Caboolture West. 
 
The provision of this catalyst infrastructure funding has played a significant role in 
maintaining land supply which has substantial economic benefits across a range of 
industries.   
 
My department works in close partnership with the Department of Communities, 
Housing and the Digital Economy (DCHDE) and other agencies on a range of 
coordinated initiatives to address housing, including through the Queensland Housing 
and Homelessness Action Plan 2021 – 2025.  
 
For example, my department is working with DCHDE on local housing action planning 
in rural and remote local governments.  
 
Over $200,000 has been allocated under the Rural and Remote Councils Compact to 
assist the Western Queensland Alliance of Councils deliver local housing action plans 
to 22 of the 45 councils, ensuring Queensland’s planning framework supports the 
delivery of diverse, social and affordable housing.  
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 11 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 8 of the SDS, specifically the Better Planning service area – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier provide an update on the regional planning program across 
Queensland, and how it supports good jobs, better services and a great lifestyle for 
Queenslanders? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Palaszczuk Government is committed to better planning and economic 
development for Queensland through a coordinated approach to economic strategy, 
land-use and infrastructure planning as part of our statutory regional plans.   
 
Statutory regional plans are long-term strategic documents required under the Planning 
Act 2016 that guide land use planning and investment for state and local governments. 
They are a key part of Queensland’s planning framework. Through statutory regional 
plans, the economic, environmental and social priorities for each region are cascaded 
into local councils’ land use planning schemes. 
 
Currently Queensland has 12 statutory regional plans in operation and one non-
statutory development plan (Gulf Region Development Plan 2002). 
 
However, with rapid economic and urban growth, 10 of these plans have become 
outdated and are not likely to properly reflect the current economic or social priorities 
of the region. 
 
The Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
will undertake reviews of 10 regional plans over the next three years. This will occur 
in conjunction with the delivery of seven regional infrastructure plans. 
 
Regional infrastructure plans are high level economic and social strategies that ensure 
regionally significant infrastructure needs are considered and prioritised. Under this 
approach, they will be supported by fit-for-purpose statutory regional plans with a 
specific focus on land-use planning that set the long-term direction for how a regional 
will grow and respond to change over time.  
 



By aligning the statutory regional planning and regional infrastructure planning 
programs, the Queensland Government continues to support development of 
infrastructure in the right places at the right time, boosting productivity, growing our 
economy, creating jobs, improving liveability, driving innovation and building strong 
and resilient communities.  
 
A review of the Wide Bay Burnett Regional Plan 2011, and preparation of a draft Wide 
Bay Burnett Regional Plan 2022 is currently underway and expected to be completed 
this year.   
 
The next review will be of the Far North Queensland Regional Plan and will commence 
in August 2022.   
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 12 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 10 of the SDS – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier outline how the continued delivery of the $120 million 
Indigenous Councils Critical Infrastructure Program is supporting small and remote 
indigenous councils to service their communities with liveability‐enhancing 
infrastructure, and to secure good jobs for their local community? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Indigenous Councils Critical Infrastructure Program (ICCIP) was established in 
2017 and supports the 16 Indigenous councils across Queensland to deliver critical 
water, wastewater and solid waste infrastructure projects that contribute to enhanced 
living conditions for their communities. 
 
The program is supporting over 280 approved projects (delivered or in-progress) and 
has a strong focus on providing fit-for-place infrastructure and projects in Indigenous 
communities. 
 
These projects help ensure that Indigenous councils in remote and discrete communities 
have the ability to manage water, wastewater and solid waste assets effectively, 
contributing to things like water security and long-term environmental and public 
health outcomes.  
 
The delivery of ICCIP projects provides the opportunity for local employment and the 
upskilling of council water and wastewater employees. 
 
ICCIP funding has assisted councils to deliver infrastructure projects, such as: 
• $9.84 million towards replacing the wastewater treatment plant at Saibai Island in 

the Torres Strait. 
• $1.7 million towards constructing a new 1.2 megalitre concrete water reservoir at 

Napranum. 
• $653,000 towards replacing the Solomon Dam raw water pipeline at Palm Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 13 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 10 of the SDS – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier advise how the Local Government Grants and Subsidies 
Program is supporting the financial sustainability of councils, and assisting them in 
delivering vital infrastructure and services to Queensland communities? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Local Government Grants and Subsidies Program (LGGSP) supports councils 
across Queensland to deliver priority infrastructure projects that contribute to 
sustainable and liveable communities, as well as supporting economic growth and 
creation of local jobs for Queenslanders. 
 
The LGGSP provides funding assistance to support councils to deliver priority 
infrastructure and essential services and assist councils to operate within their means. 
The program further strengthens the capacity of councils to maintain and extend the 
functional life of existing infrastructure assets.  
 
The new 2022-24 LGGSP funding round, which commenced on 1 July 2022, is 
providing almost $86 million to councils across Queensland to deliver infrastructure 
projects like water and sewage, council housing and asset management projects. 
Through this round, LGGSP will assist councils to deliver infrastructure and planning 
projects, such as:  
 

• $2,192,077 towards staff housing projects in Quilpie Shire Council  
• $3,012,900 towards the Curry Kids Early Learning Centre in Cloncurry Shire 

Council 
• $150,000 towards the Lakeland Infrastructure Planning Study in Cook Shire 

Council. 
 
Under the 2022-24 LGGSP funding round councils were, for the first time, able to 
submit planning related projects to fund studies, investigations and business case 
development that support them to form a strategic view of their key infrastructure 
priorities and needs.  
 
The 2022-24 LGGSP builds on the more than $119 million in funding allocated to 
councils across the 2017-19 and 2019-21 LGGSP funding rounds.   
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 14 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 
The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 10 of the SDS – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier provide an update on the continued delivery of the $1 billion 
Works for Queensland Program, the South East Queensland Community Stimulus 
Package, and the COVID Works for Queensland program, specifically in reference to 
how these programs are creating secure jobs and enhancing liveability across 
Queensland’s regional communities? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Works for Queensland program is about supporting the delivery of job creating 
new infrastructure, maintenance and minor works projects for the 65 councils across 
regional Queensland.   
 
The funding provided through Works for Queensland assists councils to deliver 
infrastructure that improves the liveability of local communities right across regional 
Queensland and provides employment opportunities for local businesses, local tradies 
and families.  
 
By the end of the current funding round in June 2024, it is expected that Works for 
Queensland projects will have supported, sustained or created more than 26,000 jobs in 
regional Queensland.   
 
Examples of Works for Queensland projects delivering community infrastructure and 
improved liveability include: 

 
• $2.2 million for upgrades of critical electrical systems across Cook shire water and 

wastewater plants 
• $5.7 million to gravel resheet existing roads throughout the Mackay region 
• $6.46 million to upgrade the North Rockhampton sewage treatment plant to 

increase its design capacity. 
 

The $200 million COVID Works for Queensland program was established by the 
Palaszczuk Government to provide more funding for all councils to directly support 
COVID-19 recovery. Of the available program funding, $50 million was allocated 



across the 12 South East Queensland councils and $150 million across the 65 non-South 
East Queensland councils.    
 
Nearly all COVID Works for Queensland projects are complete, with less than five per 
cent still in delivery.  
 
Once all 509 projects are completed, it is expected that COVID Works for Queensland 
will have created or supported more than 4,600 jobs.  
 
Examples of COVID Works for Queensland include: 
 
• $875,000 for concrete sealing of the car park at Doomadgee airport 
• $406,000 for the Gatton Waste Facility Upgrade Program in the Lockyer Valley 

region. 
 
The Palaszczuk Government committed $200 million over six years to the South-East 
Queensland Community Stimulus Program (SEQCSP), which will be delivered across 
two funding rounds.   
 
The 2021-24 SEQCSP funding round is providing $100 million to support the  
12 South East Queensland councils to fast-track new infrastructure and community 
assets, helping to create and sustain jobs.  Councils estimate that more than 1,450 jobs 
will be created or supported across South East Queensland through the  
2021-24 SEQCSP.  
 
Examples of projects delivering new infrastructure and community assets to create and 
sustain jobs include: 
 
• $3,000,000 for a Housing and Homelessness Services Hub in Moreton Bay 
• $9,810,000 for the Gold Coast Disaster and Emergency Management Centre. 
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 15 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 8 of the SDS, specifically the Better Planning service area – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier update the Committee on the South East Queensland City Deal 
and the Townsville City Deal? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The South East Queensland (SEQ) City Deal was signed on 21 March 2022 and marks 
a significant investment for the region in the lead up to, and beyond the 2032 Olympic 
and Paralympic games. 
 
The SEQ City Deal will provide over $1.8 billion for the region across 31 commitments.  
 
Some key commitments in the Deal include:  
• $210 million for the Growth Area Compact at Caboolture West and $25 million for 

the Toowoomba Railway Parklands project which will provide enabling 
infrastructure to support affordable housing in the Moreton Bay region and 
Toowoomba respectively.  

• $10 million to further refine options for a future rail connection between Ipswich 
and Springfield. This will support population and economic growth in the Western 
Corridor, including the rapidly growing Ripley Valley. 

• A further $35.3 million investment in the Blue Heart Initiative which will support 
sustainability and adaptive flood plain management in the Maroochy catchment on 
the Sunshine Coast.  

• $40 million for ongoing support for the Resilient Rivers program to improve the 
health of SEQ waterways and flood resilience. 

• $285 million for the Liveability Fund. This fund will support investment towards 
improved community facilities, urban amenity or enhanced liveability across the 
region. 

• $150 million for the Innovation Economy Fund to invest in projects that promote 
and grow SEQ’s innovation economy and encourage further private sector 
investment. Investment in the SEQ innovation ecosystem will ignite the region’s 
nationally significant innovation precincts to deliver more high value, knowledge-
intensive jobs. 
 



Implementation planning is well underway with Deal partners establishing long-term 
governance arrangements and project milestones to oversee the delivery of the Deal. 
The Implementation Plan is proposed to be released by the end of 2022. 
 
The Townsville City Deal continues to deliver for North Queensland, with the 
completion of the Queensland Country Bank Stadium and the Haughton Pipeline Stage 
1, plus work is well underway for the Port of Townsville Channel Upgrade.  
 
The Queensland Government has been working with the Australian Government and 
the Townsville City Council on reallocating the $195 million of funding that was 
originally set aside for Haughton Pipeline Stage 2. 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 16 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 4 of the SDS – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier provide details on the Queen’s Wharf project, including the 
contribution that the project is making towards secure jobs in Queensland? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The $3.6 billion Queen’s Wharf Brisbane Integrated Resort Development is a 
transformational project for Brisbane, delivering approximately eight hectares of public 
open space, with multiple connections to the central business district, as well as an 
upgraded bikeway, a pedestrian bridge to South Bank and the Cultural Precinct and the 
adaptive reuse of nine Heritage listed buildings. 
 
The project is supporting jobs for Queenslanders from construction right through to 
operations. Queensland businesses are already benefiting, with over 650 different work 
packages awarded so far to the value of $1.3 billion. Over 80 per cent of these work 
packages have been awarded to Queensland-based suppliers. The opportunities for 
local suppliers and businesses will continue well into the operational stage of the project 
with the sourcing of Queensland produce and products - from lobster and beef to freshly 
cut flowers. 
 
There are currently over 1,600 workers on site daily, with over 700,000 training hours 
provided to workers across the project to date. This is just the beginning of the growth 
in employment and opportunities Queen’s Wharf is bringing to Queensland. The 
number of workers on site is expected to peak at around 2,000 next year.  
 
On completion, with four world-class hotels, some 50 restaurants and bars, in the order 
of 60 retail areas, the Treasury casino replacement and approximately 30,000 square 
metres of commercial office space, the development will support approximately 
8,000 ongoing operational jobs across the precinct. 
 
Works on site continue to progress, despite delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and weather events this year. The podium, incorporating most of the new retail and 
restaurants is structurally complete and each of the four towers above the podium are 
well underway. Nearly half of the Neville Bonner Pedestrian Bridge structure is also 
complete, with the first section of the mast installed in June. 



 
This new world class tourism development will be a landmark for Brisbane, providing 
significant economic stimulus, contributing to Queensland’s tourism recovery and 
driving substantial increased visitation to Queensland, particularly as the State prepares 
for the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
 
 



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 17 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to page 21 of the SDS, in regard to Economic Development Queensland – 
 
Will the Deputy Premier advise the Committee on the status of the 31 Priority 
Development Areas (PDAs) in Queensland, and how PDAs are contributing to 
economic growth and secure jobs across the State? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
Priority Development Areas (PDAs) are a powerful tool, providing fit for purpose 
planning instruments and a streamlined development assessment process, enabling 
government to respond to community needs and generate private sector investment. 
 
Thirty-four PDAs have been declared across the State to fulfil a range of purposes, 
including urban renewal and housing supply, delivering new communities that provide 
opportunities to accommodate significant levels of residential and employment growth. 
 
Over the last 10 years, development across the PDAs and the government’s industrial 
precincts has generated more than $3.7 billion in private sector investment and over  
$1 billion in infrastructure for Queensland. 
 
Within the Northshore Hamilton PDA, for example, construction continues on a new 
research and manufacturing facility for Vaxxas to manufacture its needle-free vaccine 
technology. This biomedical facility will support 139 new high-value jobs and produce 
up to 300 million vaccines each year when completed in early 2023.  
 
Additionally,  $18 million in recent infrastructure delivery supported 46 construction 
jobs and has unlocked land supply for $500 million of private sector development. 
 
In the Parkland PDA on the Gold Coast, construction has commenced on the Proxima 
development, integrating early childhood education and allied health services, catering 
for up to 400 children. This new facility, when fully occupied, will support 900 health, 
teaching and research jobs, providing access to a huge range of services for families. 
 
PDAs are also supporting the delivery of major Queensland Government infrastructure 
projects, including the new Cross River Rail project, delivering stations and precincts 
at Albert Street, Boggo Road, Bowen Hills, Roma Street and Woolloongabba.   



Within the Herston Quarter PDA, the Surgical, Treatment and Rehabilitation Service 
building has been completed, and the state listed heritage Lady Lamington Nurses 
Home, Edith Cavell and Lady Norman buildings have been repurposed. 

PDAs continue to make a major contribution to Queensland’s housing needs. For 
instance, development of the four greenfield PDAs, once completed, will deliver up to 
140,000 new homes for more than 340,000 people. Meanwhile, PDAs in South East 
Queensland, such as Bowen Hills, Northshore Hamilton, Fitzgibbon, Oxley and 
Yeronga are expected to deliver an additional 45,000 infill dwellings. 

Development within these PDAs is also supporting the delivery of major social 
infrastructure, such as the Yeronga PDA which, when completed, will be home to the 
new Yeronga Community Centre. 

Funding and building infrastructure is key to unlocking development within these 
PDAs. For example, the infrastructure agreement for the Yarrabilba and Greater 
Flagstone PDAs alone will facilitate the delivery of more than $1.2 billion worth of 
infrastructure for the Logan area, generating significant employment opportunities. 



Estimates Question on Notice 

No. 18 

Asked on 12 July 2022 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 28 of the SDS, specifically in regard to the Queensland 
Reconstruction Authorities objective of rebuilding, recovering and reconnecting 
disaster affected communities – 

Will the Deputy Premier provide an update on the recovery efforts that are underway 
across Queensland, other than the southern Queensland flooding? 

ANSWER: 

Queensland is the most disaster affected state in Australia, having been hit by 97 
significant natural disaster events since the summer of 2010-11. 

Since its establishment in early 2011, the Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) 
has managed more than $21 billion of Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery 
Arrangements (NDRRA) and Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) 
reconstruction works. 

The Queensland-wide reconstruction program is currently the most significant 
infrastructure program in Australia, with numerous delivery agents, asset owners and 
specific delivery dates.  

QRA is currently managing an active delivery program with an estimated value of 
$4.9 billion, comprising works from 20 events across the 2020-21 and 2021-22 disaster 
seasons as well as works from five disasters that occurred in the 2019-20 season which 
have been extended. 

The delivery program for the 2021-22 disaster season has a total estimated value of $3.8 
billion, from nine activated events. Of this, the South East Queensland rainfall and 
flooding events from 22 February to 5 April accounts for approximately $3.2 billion. 

The delivery program for the 2020-21 disaster season has a total estimated value of 
more than $774 million, from 11 activated events. Reflecting its earlier stage of 
delivery, more than 25 per cent of the program has been delivered to date, with the 
remainder to be completed by 30 June 2023. 



The 2019-20 disaster season works were due to be completed on 30 June 2022. Projects 
worth approximately $310 million out of the $895 million total program have received 
extensions of time for delivery due to COVID-related impacts. These remaining works 
are reported to be on track to be completed in accordance with the extended deadlines. 

QRA has paid more than $772 million for disaster recovery and resilience grants to 
councils, state agencies and non-government organisations in 2021-22. 

Under the NDRRA and DRFA guidelines, councils and state agencies have two full 
financial years starting from 1 July following the disaster event in which to complete 
works. 

When disaster strikes, QRA works closely with other state government agencies, 
charitable bodies, councils and the Commonwealth to ensure communities receive the 
assistance they need on the long road to recovery. 



Estimates Question on Notice 

No. 19 

Asked on 12 July 2022 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to the 2032 Queensland Olympics – 

Will the Minister please outline what Olympics infrastructure will be delivered to rural 
and regional Queensland ahead of this event? 

ANSWER: 

The Palaszczuk Government is focused on ensuring that the 2032 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games will be a Games for all Queenslanders.  

The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games events to be hosted in regional Queensland 
include Olympic Football preliminaries in Toowoomba, Townsville and Cairns.  

Toowoomba Sports Ground and Barlow Park in Cairns are two regional venues that 
will receive major upgrades to sporting and spectator facilities ahead of Brisbane 2032 
Olympic and Paralympic Games, creating an exciting sport and community legacy for 
regional Queensland.  

The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games will also leverage off existing infrastructure 
investment in the recently completed $293.5 million Queensland Country Bank 
Stadium in Townsville.  

The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games will trigger increased investment and 
opportunities across the state, including the regions, through:  
• a 10-year pipeline of construction jobs, trade and investment
• industry investment in new skills, capacity and supply chains
• attraction of major sporting events and training pre and post Games
• investment in renewable energy to deliver a climate positive Games
• domestic and international tourism attraction.

The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games provides significant opportunities for 
Queensland to host many more major events over the coming decade leading up to the 
Games and beyond. This could include national and international championships across 
many sports and will extend to training camps as well as the events themselves. Many 
sports organisations may look to establish headquarters and/or high-performance 



programs in Queensland. These opportunities will extend well beyond the south east 
corner into rural and regional Queensland. 

The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games will generate state-wide legacy benefits for 
the next 20 years and beyond.  

The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Legacy Committee also includes four 
representatives from rural and regional Queensland.  

The Legacy Committee will provide input and advice to the Queensland Government 
on state-wide legacy opportunities and priorities to maximise outcomes from hosting 
the Games for all Queenslanders.  



Estimates Question on Notice 
 

No. 20 
 

Asked on 12 July 2022 
 

The State Development and Regional Industries Committee asked the Deputy Premier 
and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure (HON S MILES) – 
 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to the 50/50 funding deal struck between the State and Federal 
Governments for infrastructure needed to host the 2032 Brisbane Olympic Games – 
 
Will the Minister please provide a summary of how much money each level of 
government is slated to invest? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games offers a significant opportunity to showcase 
Queensland and Australia.  
 
The Queensland Government is currently working with the Australian Government to 
finalise the intergovernmental agreement to provide for 50:50 funding arrangements for 
critical non-transport infrastructure (venues).  
 
While discussions between the State and Commonwealth Government are underway, 
Queensland’s preparation is progressing, with more than $190 million included in the 
2022-21 State Budget for infrastructure planning and development, and a targeted 
strategy to improve sports performance. 
 
$59 million is for the newly formed Olympic Infrastructure and Precincts Office. This 
funding will progress planning, design and delivery of critical infrastructure that will 
also support South East Queensland’s long-term growth. Of the venues identified in the 
Games Master Plan, 84 per cent are existing or temporary. 
 
It is important to note that State and Commonwealth funding arrangements will also be 
influenced by opportunities and investment from the private sector, as well as 
contributions from local councils. As planning for Brisbane 2031 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games infrastructure continues to ramp up, additional funding will be 
announced in future State Budget updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pre-hearing Questions on notice and responses – Minister 
for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries and 
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State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 1 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 9 relating to DAF’s capital program for 2022-23 –  

Will the Minister provide a list of approved projects including:  

a) the budget and scope of each project for 2021-22 and 2022-23 reported separately and  

b) the scheduled date of completion (reported in table format)? 

ANSWER: 

The DAF capital program is focused on developing and upgrading research facilities, existing 

infrastructure, and land improvements to support service delivery outcomes for the agriculture, 

biosecurity, fisheries, and forestry sectors. 

The first table below reflects the published capital program budget for 2021-22 that includes both 

capital purchases and capital grants. 

DAF 2021-22 CAPITAL PROGRAM

CAPITAL PURCHASES IN 2021-22 

Capital Project Name Scope 
2021-2022 

Budget 
$'000 

Scheduled Date 
of Completion 

Assets formerly held by Queensland 
Agricultural Training Colleges (QATC) 

Develop a new Central Qld Smart Cropping Centre at 
Emerald. 

4,650 30/06/2024 

Computer equipment 
Purchase of computer infrastructure equipment such 
as servers and routers. 

4,290 Ongoing 

Other property, plant and equipment 
Upgrade of fencing structures and purchase of 
livestock. 

2,372 Ongoing 

Scientific equipment 
Purchase of scientific equipment such as 
microscopes, autoclaves, centrifuges, ultra-low 
temperature freezers. 

2,242 Ongoing 

Heavy plant and equipment 
Purchase of agricultural machinery such as tractors, 
irrigators and all- terrain vehicles. 

2,031 Ongoing 

Research facilities development 
Upgrades and replacement of infrastructure such as 
laboratories and glasshouses at research facilities. 

1,957 Ongoing 



Minor works 
Upgrades and replacement of infrastructure such as 
sheds and sewerage systems at operational facilities. 

1,356 Ongoing 

Smart Farms Initiative New glasshouse and infrastructure at Gatton. 1,200 30/06/2023 

Upgrade and refurbishment of 
existing facilities at Toowoomba 

Continue the upgrade and refurbishment of existing 
facilities to enhance service delivery while complying 
with new building and safety standards. 

954 30/06/2022 

Vessels and marine equipment 
Upgrades and replacement of patrol vessels, trailers 
and marine safety equipment. 

816 Ongoing 

Upgrade of Mareeba research facility 
Upgrade of laboratories at the Mareeba research 
facility. 

790 30/06/2022 

Mid-life refit of the patrol vessel "KI 
Ross"  

Refit and refurbishment of the patrol vessel known 
as the "KI Ross". 

418 30/06/2022 

Ecosciences and Health and Food 
Various Sciences Precincts fit-out 

Replace and upgrade fit-out equipment such as cold-
rooms and shade-sails. 

325 Ongoing 

Software purchases and 
development 

Development of digital software information 
systems. 

300 Ongoing 

TOTAL CAPITAL PURCHASES FOR 2021-22 $23,701

CAPITAL GRANTS IN 2021-22 

Capital Grant Name Scope 
2021-22 

Budget $000

Scheduled 
Date of 

Completion 

Assets formerly held by Qld 
Agricultural Training Colleges (QATC) 

Contribution to the Longreach Regional Council to 
establish a regional training facility. 

1,000 30/06/2023 

Young Animal Protection Society 
(YAPS) 

Contribution towards the upgrade of adoption 
facilities in Cairns. 

500 30/06/2023 

TOTAL CAPITAL GRANTS FOR 2021-22 $1,500

TOTAL CAPITAL PURCHASES AND GRANTS FOR 2021-22 $25,201

The table below reflects the published capital program budget for 2022-2023 that includes both 

capital purchases and capital grants. 

DAF 2022-23 CAPITAL PROGRAM 
CAPITAL PURCHASES IN 2022-23 

Capital Project Name Scope 
2022-23 
Budget 
$'000 

Scheduled 
Date of 

Completion

Computer Equipment Enhancements of Information Technology Network services 3,187 Ongoing 

Assets formerly held by 
Queensland Agricultural 
Training Colleges 

Finalise long-term decisions on the future of assets formerly held by 
the QATC, including a new Central Queensland Smart Cropping 
Centre at Emerald. 

2,700 30/06/2025 

Heavy Plant and Equipment 
Purchase of agricultural machinery such as tractors, irrigators and 
all- terrain vehicles. 

2,586 Ongoing 



Upgrade to Mareeba 
Research Facility 

Continue the upgrade of fruit handling laboratories enabling 
scientists to provide research services to the expanding and new 
horticultural industries at Mareeba. 

2,520 30/06/2023 

Research Facilities 
Development 

Upgrades and replacement of infrastructure such as laboratories 
and glasshouses at research facilities. 

1,796 Ongoing 

Scientific Equipment 
Purchase of scientific equipment such as microscopes, autoclaves, 
centrifuges, ultra-low temperature freezers, 

1,762 Ongoing 

Wild Dog Barrier Fence Enhancements to Wild Dog Barrier Fence and office equipment. 1,400 Ongoing 

Minor Works 
Upgrades and replacement of infrastructure such as sheds and 
sewerage systems at operational facilities. 

1,327 Ongoing 

Gatton Smart Farm Initiative 
Upgrade infrastructure and equipment to support horticulture 
productivity and profitability. 

1,200 30/06/2024 

Fit-out of Ecosciences and 
Health and Food Sciences 
Precincts 

Replace and upgrade fit-out equipment such as cold-rooms and 
shade-sails. 

953 Ongoing 

Other Property, Plant and 
Equipment 

Purchase of livestock and enhancement of office equipment  673 Ongoing 

Longreach Office Upgrade Upgrades to aged air conditioning at the Longreach office 600 30/06/2023 

Vessels and Marine 
Equipment 

Continue to replace vessels and marine equipment for fisheries 
research and regulatory functions. 

552 Ongoing 

Maroochy Research Facility 
Spillway Upgrade 

Design and project management of new dam spillway at Maroochy 
Research Facility. 

300 30/06/2023 

Gatton Research Facility Fire 
Hydrant Upgrade 

Upgrade to aged fire hydrant system at Gatton Research Facility. 270 30/06/2023 

Tor Street Toowoomba 
Complex Fire Hydrant 
Upgrade 

Upgrade to aged fire hydrant system at Tor Street complex. 150 30/06/2023 

TOTAL CAPITAL PURCHASES FOR 2022-23 $21,976 

CAPITAL GRANTS IN 2022-23 

Capital Grant Name Scope 
2022-23 
Budget  
$'000 

Scheduled 
Date of 

Completion

Assets formerly held by 
Queensland Agricultural 
Training Colleges 

Finalise long-term decisions on the future of assets formerly held by 
the Queensland Agricultural Training Colleges. 

4,000 30/06/2023 

Young Animal Protection 
Society Upgrade 

Contribution towards the upgrade of adoption facilities in Cairns. 1,000 30/06/2023 

Queensland Country 
Women's Association 
Building Restoration and 
Renovation 

To continue minor works upgrades to infrastructure, including 
community halls 

500 30/06/2024 

TOTAL CAPITAL GRANTS FOR 2022-23 $5,500 

TOTAL CAPITAL PURCHASES AND GRANTS FOR 2022-23 $27,476 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 2 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 9 and staffing service areas –  

Will the Minister provide a breakdown of staff numbers, specifically broken down by location base, 

into the following categories reported separately for 2015-2022:  

i. agriculture,  

ii. biosecurity,  

iii. fishing,  

iv. forestries,  

v. Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) and  

vi. the number of graduate roles, what the roles are, and if they are aligned with a particular 

service area? 

ANSWER: 

As of 30 June 2022, the active FTE was 2085.5. The ability to respond to changing circumstances is 
fundamental to the department achieving its purpose. To this end, multi-disciplinary teams that work 
across disciplines and with other agencies, including industry, are critical so that adequate capability 
and capacity exists to support Queensland’s thriving agricultural sector.  

Some contractors are also used to meet evolving needs, including research and biosecurity activities.  

i. Agriculture 

Only locations with Agriculture staff are included in this list.  It is not an exhaustive list of all DAF locations.

ii. Biosecurity 

Only locations with Biosecurity staff are included in this list.  It is not an exhaustive list of all DAF locations.

REGIONAL BREAKUP Jun-15 Jun-16 Jun-17 Jun-18 Jun-19 Jun-20 Jun-21 Jun-22 

Brisbane CBD 

Central 

North 

Sout h 

Sout h East 

Corporat e Allocation 

90.53 

78.26 

137.37 

183 .45 

332.25 

91.76 

84.24 

74 .25 

145.93 

192.9 

327.43 

87.67 

85.95 96.15 

72.8 74.2 

140.66 143.8 

177.35 175.04 

325.68 331.7 

85.14 95.39 

96.17 102.46 90.03 104.23 

76.6 85.2 78.44 75.27 

137.04 149.37 139.87 145.78 

170.63 163 .02 465.94 500.84 

331.1 336.9 

93.28 88.08 82.83 94.84 

Total Agriculture 913.62 912.42 887.58 916.28 904.82 925.03 857.11 920.96 

REGIONAL BREAKUP Jun-15 Jun-16 Jun-17 Jun-18 Jun-19 Jun-20 Jun-21 Jun-22 

Br isb ane CBD 

Cent ral 

North 

South 

South East 

Corporat e A ll ocat ion 

79.85 

26.13 

74 .18 

66.69 

253.56 

56.47 

85.65 78.35 

31 30.06 

86.31 80.3 

66.93 63.16 

244. 74 238.31 

53 .29' 51.75 

83.35 84.45 112.45 92.3 107.45 

28.14 25.04 28.8 25.68 23.83 

75.34 80.44 80.05 74.51 68.14 

55.81 63.21 56.61 322.37 314.69 

249.97 266.88 283 .58 

59.14 62.82 59.32 54 .09 61.94 

Total Biosecurity Qld 556.88 567.92 541.93 551. 75 582.84 620.81 568.95 576.05 



iii. Fisheries 

Only locations with Fisheries staff are included in this list.  It is not an exhaustive list of all DAF locations.

iv. Forestry 

Only locations with Forestry staff are included in this list.  It is not an exhaustive list of all DAF locations.

Notes for all tables above:
 MOHRI data was used, except for June 2015, where the Workforce Profile Report was used. 

 The MOHRI data for June 2022 has not yet been finalised – however, it should be very similar. 

 The Coaldrake review specifications (using paid FTEs) were introduced in the 2019-20 year, so changes are reflected from 
the June 2020 year. 

v. Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) 

Location 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Brisbane 74.81 70.85 87.08 87.12 96.45 124.53 103.14 102.25 

Bundaberg 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Cloncurry - - 1 1 1 1 0.6 0.4 

Emerald 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Innisfail 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Kingaroy 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 

Mackay 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 

Rockhampton 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 

Roma 1.6 1.8 1.8 2.8 3.8 4 4 2 

Toowoomba 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 10.29 12.4 8.06 8.66 

Townsville - - - - - 1 1 1 

Regional Other * - - - - 0.5 17.12 18 36.9 

TOTAL 83.21 79.45 97.68 97.72 118.04 166.05 140.8 160.21 

Notes for the table above:
 Regional Other* denotes short-term regional temporary staff who are working from home for specific programs. 

 2019 – QRIDA was processing loans and grants applications for the February 2019 North and Far North Queensland 
Monsoon disaster event.   

 2020 – QRIDA was processing loan applications for the $1 billion COVID-19 Small Business Loans program. 

 2021 – QRIDA was processing grant applications for the COVID-19 Small Business Adaption Grants Round 2 program. 

REGIONAL BREAKUP Jun-15 Jun-16 Jun -17 Jun -18 Jun-19 Jun-20 Jun-21 Jun -22 

Bri sbane CBD 

Central 

North 

South 

South East 

Corporat e A llocat ion 

54.5 

13.1 

46. 26 

2 

68.94 

17.65 

56.7 

11.1 

43 .01 

2 

73.01 

18.91 

58.7 62.2 

14.6 22.8 

41.6 46.79 

2 3 

71.31 81.48 

18.36 22.89 

64.58 71.43 68.55 79.8 

17.8 19.02 15.02 18.05 

44.99 50.12 48. 65 51.91 

3 2 78.5 80.42 

79.35 83.12 

20.94 19.77 20.28 23.23 

Total Fisheries 202.45 204. 73 206.57 239.16 230.66 245.46 231.00 253.41 

REGIONAL BREAKUP Jun-15 Jun-16 Jun-17 Jun-18 Jun-19 Jun-20 Jun-21 Jun-22 

Brisba ne CBD 

Cent ral 

North 

South 

South East 

Corporat e A llocat ion 

17.1 

14.60 

8.83 

23.6 

31.60 

10.59 

19.7 17.4 17.6 

15.41 17.11 18.11 

7.83 7 8 

25.1 24.9 24.05 

33 .35 32.58 32.63 

12.03 11. 69 13.35 

20.5 19 18.2 23.4 

16.11 17.11 16.11 19.11 

9 8 7 7 

23 .93 23.2 50.8 55.86 

28.64 29.58 

13 .33 12.58 11.83 13.55 

Total Forestry 106.31 113.42 110.68 113.74 111.51 109.47 103.94 118.92 



vi. The number of graduate roles, what the roles are, and if they are aligned with a 

particular service area? 

Year 
Number of 

Graduate Roles 
Location Role Title Business Group 

2015 5 Brisbane Corporate Graduate Officer  Corporate 

Gatton Dairy Extension  Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer  Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer  Fisheries 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer  Forestry 

2016 4 Toowoomba Biometrician Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Toowoomba Research Scientist Agriculture 

Brisbane Corporate Officer Corporate 

2017 6 Brisbane HR Officer Corporate 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Biosecurity Qld 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Biosecurity Qld 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Fisheries  

2018 8 Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Biosecurity Qld 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Biosecurity Qld 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Biosecurity Qld 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Fisheries 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Fisheries 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Mareeba Horticulturist Agriculture 

Mareeba Horticulturist Agriculture 

2019 6 Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Gatton Development Horticulturalist Agriculture 

Brisbane Corporate Officer  Corporate 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Charleville Extension Officer Agriculture 

2020 4 Bundaberg PO2 Research Agronomist Agriculture 

Brisbane Business Officer Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

2021 5 Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Forestry 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Forestry 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Fisheries 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Fisheries 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer Agriculture 

2022 11 Brisbane Graduate Excellence Accountant Corporate 

Brisbane Graduate Excellence Policy Officer  Forestry 

Brisbane Graduate Excellence Policy Officer  Forestry 

Cloncurry Graduate Excellence Extension Officer  Agriculture 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer  Forestry 

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer  Fisheries  

Brisbane Graduate Policy Officer  Fisheries  

Brisbane ITP Graduate Officer Corporate 

Brisbane ITP Graduate Officer Corporate 

Brisbane ITP Graduate Officer Corporate 

Brisbane ITP Graduate Officer Corporate 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 3 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 1 under Biosecurity service area’s objective to ‘mitigate the risks and impact 

of animal and plant pests and disease and weeds’ –  

Will the Minister outline the Government’s spending for the 2017 to 2022 financial years (listed separately 

by year) to directly combat the following diseases:  

a) Japanese encephalitis 

b) African swine fever  

c) Foot and mouth disease  

d) Deadly lumpy skin disease  

e) Bovine Johne’s disease  

f) varroa mite 

g) white spot disease.  

ANSWER: 

The expenditure listed below for each of the following diseases represents total expenditure specific to 

address each threat and does not take into consideration business-as-usual prevention and 

preparedness effort that is relevant to these pests and diseases.  

There is a significant amount of resourcing of day-to-day business operations that is directly relevant to 

prevention and preparedness for these specific threats. For example, promotion of better on-farm 

biosecurity is helping protect industry from these pests and diseases.  

Also, prevention and preparation for one threat has benefits for preparedness for other threats. For 

example, preparedness work that had been undertaken in relation to African Swine Fever had the 

incidental benefit of ensuring that the pork industry was well organised and was managing key 

biosecurity risks, which greatly supported the response to Japanese Encephalitis in 2022. 

Note: Values of ‘0’ in the table above indicate that the particular pest or disease was not under an active (greater than business-

as-usual) response that year. 

 Disease 2016-17 

expenditure 

2017-18 

expenditure 

2018-19 

expenditure 

2019-20 

expenditure 

2020-21 

expenditure 

2021-22 

expenditure 

a) Japanese encephalitis 0 0 0 0 0 349,405 

b) African swine fever 0 0 0 0 1,887,650 2,677,848 

c) Foot and mouth disease 33,568 10,862 8,669 73,115 73,115 73,115 

d) Lumpy skin disease 0 0 0 0 0 250,141 

e) Bovine Johne’s disease 1,598 0 0 0 0 0 

f) Varroa mite 1,498,442 599,037 599,891 1,243,648 837,754 18,371 

g) White spot disease 13,185,958 2,637,494 2,324,142 803,422 352,690 0 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 4 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 5, Biosecurity Queensland and fire ant detection and treatment –  

Will the Minister outline, reported separately from 2020 – 2022 and Local Government area, the:  

a) number of reports of fire ant detection,  

b) sightings,  

c) number of treatments, and  

d) the treatment methods used by DAF officers? 

ANSWER: 

a) Number of reports of fire ant detection  

From 2020 to 2022, there were a total of 33,593 reports of suspect fire ants by the public.  

b) Sightings 

Fire ants were “sighted” and confirmed by Program officers on: 

 8,893 sites in 2020 

 10,794 sites in 2021 

 7,740 sites during 2022 (1 January to 13 July 2022). 

Note: if a site had positive detections in multiple years, they will be counted more than once in 
the grand total. Confirmed fire ant detections include positive detections by Program officers 
that may have been a result of a public report or Program officer surveillance or treatment. 

c) Number of treatments 

From 2020 to 2022, almost 300,000 sites were visited by Program officers to conduct fire ant 
treatment.  

d) Treatment methods used by DAF officers 

The Program destroys all confirmed fire ant nests using a combination of direct nest injection 
with a contact insecticide (fipronil) and bait treatment with an insect growth regulator or 
toxicant bait. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 5 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to Department highlights in SDS page 1 in relation to facilitating international trade 

and investment in agribusiness – 

Will the Minister outline how much has been identified for this measure including listing the programs 

and actions and the budgeted allocation for each measure? 

ANSWER: 

The COVID-19 pandemic, impacts to air and sea freight services, and the global geopolitical 

environment impacts Queensland’s agricultural trade relationships. There remains a compelling need 

to support Queensland exporters to target their key markets and to assist with diversification into new 

and emerging markets and market channels.  

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) has allocated $800,000 towards international trade 

and investment activities in 2022-23 to support:  

 trade missions and market engagement with key agricultural export markets including Japan, 

Indonesia, South Korea and Vietnam; 

 e-commerce initiatives; and  

 new collaborative agri-food export projects, in partnership with industry.  

A trade mission to Vietnam will occur next month, with critical meetings scheduled with leading 

importers, retailers, industry organisation and investors, including TTC Sugar and IMEX Pan Pacific 

Group. Queensland and Australian industry leaders will join together in market.  

Vietnam is an emerging market for Queensland exporters. In 2020-21, it was Queensland’s fifth-largest 

agricultural export market with total exports valued at an estimated $506 million, a 20% increase from 

2019-20. This increase follows a 35% annual growth in agricultural exports over the five preceding 

years. 

A food and agribusiness delegation to the Republic of Korea is planned for 2023. DAF, in partnership 

with Food Innovation Australia Limited, has invested in the creation of an online Queensland Food and 

Beverage Export catalogue that will support increased virtual engagement between exporters and 

international buyers in Vietnam, Korea and other markets.   



To capitalise on the enormous growth in e-commerce channels over the past two years, DAF is also 

supporting the development of e-commerce capabilities within regional agribusinesses. Two training 

programs were completed in 2021-22, with a further two now in development. Trade and Investment 

Queensland, with DAF’s support, will manage a new round of e-commerce grants and projects for 

exporters. 

Further, DAF will partner with industry organisations in 2022 to support new collaborative agri-food 

supply chain projects. A new sea freight project has already commenced, in partnership with Hort 

Innovation, and will support the establishment of a network of trained surveyors to effectively assess 

fresh fruit and vegetable quality from Australian supply chain partners.  

Strong bilateral relationships can survive global trade shocks. The Government’s investment in key 

and emerging agricultural trade relationships and supply chains to markets will enable Queensland 

producers to grow exports and, consequently, jobs in regional Queensland.   

In terms of investment, the department provides ongoing support to lead agencies including 

Queensland Treasury, Trade and Investment Queensland, and the Department of State Development, 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning. For instance, in 2021, the department partnered with 

Queensland Treasury to deliver the Invested in Queensland Food and Agribusiness Forum.  

The government is also committed to growing a sustainable, diverse and innovative aquaculture 

industry in Queensland. Over the last 24 months, DAF has provided expertise and support to interstate 

companies, including Tassal and Ornatas, which have ultimately gone on to invest in Queensland.  

Investors have also expressed interest in aquaculture development areas identified by the 

government as areas with the potential for land-based marine aquaculture development, and DAF will 

work with investors interested in developing these sites.  

Given the growth of the aquaculture industry in Queensland, an aquaculture industry development 

officer has been employed in DAF to continue to identify and support further trade linkages and 

aquaculture investment opportunities.  

Corporate ESG credentials are also driving opportunities to attract large corporations to work with the 

agricultural sector and along the value chain. This is identified in the Queensland Agriculture Low 

Emissions Roadmap as an area of opportunity and one that DAF will invest resources in to work with 

peak bodies, the private sector, advisory firms, and educational institutions.  

In addition to the work to support the attraction of both international and domestic investors, the 

department is investing in enhancing technology in the sector that helps drive productivity including 

digital transformation grants.  

The Queensland Government has invested $3.3 million over three years to establish the Queensland 

AgTech and Logistics Hub in Toowoomba. New technology will be critical to expand markets and 

supply chains and meet challenges in labour management, product quality, climate variability, and 

supply chain wastage.  

The Queensland Government is also developing a network of smart farms to help drive research, 

innovation and demonstrate AgTech solutions to the sector. Queensland Smart Farms are test beds 

for new farming and supply chain practices and technologies to drive and support industry adoption. 



Further, the Rural Economic Development (RED) Grants Scheme commenced in July 2018 to 

strengthen the agricultural sector and create jobs in regional areas. QRIDA administers this 

competitive grant scheme on behalf of DAF. 

RED Grants offer co-contribution grants of up to $250,000 (Rounds 1 – 3) and $200,000 for Rounds 4 

and 5 to purchase innovative equipment and build new infrastructure to create jobs and expand 

agricultural supply chains in the regions. 

The RED Grants program has so far provided a total of $13.3M in funding over 4 years to directly 

support 59 successful regional agribusiness projects, worth a total of $52.4M and estimated to create 

2,548 new direct and indirect jobs over the lifetime of these projects. 

A fifth round of RED Grants will commence in 2022-23 for a further $3.3 million in funding to support 

agribusiness investment in rural Queensland. 

These are just a few critical examples of the work the department does in supporting trade and 

investment in the agribusiness sector. This valuable work ensures that Queensland agribusinesses are 

productive, profitable and able to create jobs, many of which are in regional areas of Queensland.  



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 6 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 1, Departmental highlights in relation to establishing a network of smart 

farms that deliver AgTech solutions – Will the Minister outline: 

a) how much has been allocated to establish the network,  

b) the criteria to assess a smart farm, 

c) how much will be allocated to each farm, and  

d) the timeline for these solutions to be implemented? 

ANSWER: 

a) The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries’ (DAF) capital program is focused on developing 

and upgrading research facilities, existing infrastructure, and land improvements to support 

service delivery outcomes for the agriculture, biosecurity, fisheries, and forestry sectors.  

In 2022–23, $22 million has been allocated for capital purchases.  $5.85 million has been 

allocated for the Central Queensland Smart Cropping Centre in Emerald. $Two million has 

been allocated to upgrade infrastructure and equipment to support horticulture productivity 

and profitability under the Queensland Smart Farm Initiative at Gatton.  

b) DAF will engage with industry through a co-design process to enable the agriculture industry 

to deliver innovative research, policy and support services.  

Both Gatton and the Central Queensland Smart Cropping Centre in Emerald have developed 

full project plans and implementation strategies to commence the co-design process with 

industry in the third quarter of 2022.  

DAF’s identified criteria to invest in Smart Farms derives from the vision to drive productivity 

and innovation in Queensland’s agriculture and food industries through world-class research 

development and extension.  

c) The Queensland Government committed $5.85 million in the 2021-22 Budget to commence 

transition of the former Emerald Agricultural College to the Central Queensland Smart 

Cropping Centre.   



Total funding of $2 million has been allocated for Gatton Smart Farm over two years from 

2022-23 to upgrade infrastructure and equipment to support horticulture productivity and 

profitability. 

d) A staged development process is underway at both research facilities and currently detailed 

planning and co-design processes are underway. The Central Queensland Smart Cropping 

Centre has commenced transformation with an expected timeframe of development to be 

undertaken over the next 5 years.   

The Gatton Smart Farm infrastructure construction will occur over 2022-23 and 2023-24, with 

procurement commenced for the protected cropping facility. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 7 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 2 Budget highlights in relation to the Fire Ant Suppression Taskforce –  

Will the Minister outline Queensland’s financial contribution to the Taskforce listed by year from 2017 

to 2022? 

ANSWER: 

The Fire Ant Suppression Taskforce was established in the 2021-22 financial year.  

Queensland’s contribution for 2021-22 was $5 million, and the financial contribution for 2022-23 is  

$8 million.   



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 8 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to SDS page 1, that “Queensland to be a world leading provider of high-quality, safe and 

sustainably produced food and fibre” –  

Will the Minister outline the studies or investigations the Department has undertaken or commissioned 

on the impact of overheads on farm production including water overheads, electricity costs, workforce 

shortages, disaster support, from 2017 to 2022, listed separately by year, name of study? 

ANSWER: 

The Queensland Government recognises the influence that overheads can have on the profitability of our 

farms and other rural businesses. The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) works directly with 

industry and all levels of government to investigate the impacts of production costs to support 

Queensland in being a world leader of high-quality, safe and sustainably produced food and fibre. 

There are a broad range of studies and investigations in relation to farm overheads that have been 

undertaken or commissioned by DAF between 2017 and 2022. Many of these are outlined by year and 

name of study below.  

 2017 

- Productivity improvements through energy innovation in the Australian sugar industry 

(through to 2020) – funded in conjunction with Sugar Research Australia (SRA), AgEcon Plus was 

commissioned to undertake research into the costs and benefits (both economic and 

environmental) for the application of renewable energy to supply energy to Australian sugarcane 

irrigation motors. 

- Sugarcane harvesting best practice project (through to 2022) – demonstrated the economic 

benefits of adjusting harvester settings to reduce harvesting losses.  

- Macadamia industry benchmark report (through to 2021) – supported macadamia production 

through a suite of research, development and extension projects by benchmarking across a range 

of categories including labour, crop management (nutrition, pest and disease), utilities, irrigation, 

plant and equipment, fuel, and logistics. 

 2018 

- Improved irrigation system selection and operation for increased sugarcane productivity and 

profitability (through to 2021) – funded in conjunction with the University of Southern 

Queensland, AgriTech and SRA – researched how to improve irrigation system selection and 

operations for growers and extension staff to have the best possible advice when implementing 

tools and making cost effective irrigation decisions on farm.



- Grazing production systems bioeconomic analysis (through to 2021) – to prepare for, respond 

to, and recover from drought.  Delivered integrated production and economic knowledge and 

skills to improve drought management outcomes for grazing businesses.   

- The Queensland Beef Supply Chain – part of a DAF-commissioned series of independent studies 

by Ernst & Young into the beef supply chain to inform investment in the beef industry across 

regional Queensland. 

 2019 

- Improved irrigation system selection and operation for increased sugarcane productivity and 

profitability (through to 2022) – funded in conjunction with SRA, enabled the completion of 

valuable research in areas including irrigation system audits, irrigation scheduling research, 

investigation of new technology, evaluation of system design and water use efficiency 

assessments.

 2020 

- Financial performance of sugarcane farms – partnership with the Australian Bureau of 

Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) and SRA to benchmark industry 

financial performance and underpin industry policy and investment.   

- Blueprint to enhance the growth of the Queensland sheep and goat industries – studies and 

funding to support the development of the AgForce Blueprint that addresses increasing small 

stock numbers, control of pest animals and improved biosecurity, managing seasonal variability, 

productivity, environmental management, knowledge retention, industry attraction and 

communication, and export and market promotion. 

- Economic decision support tools – Breedcow Dynama and the Farm Economic Analysis Tool 

(FEAT) were updated and placed online to enable informed decision making and greater business 

resilience.  

 2021 

- Queensland Horticulture Labour Demand Analysis – a detailed labour analysis undertaken to 

better understand labour demand at a microeconomic scale and update supply side assumptions.  

- The State of Horticulture in Queensland Data Project – undertaken in collaboration with 

Growcom to improve regional horticulture statistics that underpin understanding and support 

sector productivity and growth. 

- Balancing dairy production and profits in northern Australia (Queensland Dairy Accounting 

Scheme (QDAS) Financial and production trends – 2021) – designed to provide QDAS participants 

with a summary of physical and financial data from each regional production system to assist 

dairy farming families/enterprises make informed business decisions. QDAS was first established 

in 1976 in response to whether the production of an extra unit of milk was profitable, but has 

evolved to now examine traits of profitability, solvency, and efficiency. 

- DataFarm and AgTrends Spatial Automation Project (ongoing to 2024) – partnering with the 

Department of Environment and Science to automate fine-scale economic data to support 

regional planning, disaster assessments and a state-wide land suitability tool for a comprehensive 

range of crops. 

- Economic Case study of intensive mango systems – compares discrete farm-level investments in 

conventional low, medium, and high-density canopy systems and a trellis high-density canopy 

system for mango production in North Queensland to determine whether the extra investment 

required to implement medium or high-density mango orchards is likely to return a higher gross 

margin, compared to conventional low-density orchards, using the B74 (Calypso) variety. 



 2022 

- National Labour Demand in the Agriculture Sector – DAF led a national initiative to improve 

understanding of labour demand both spatially and seasonally. 

- Disruption Analysis – to assess the agricultural supply chain (production, labour, transport etc.) 

and the associated economic impact of various disaster situations.  

- Agricultural Input Cost Assessment – a review of agricultural production cost structures (i.e rising 

fuel, fertiliser and transport costs) and the terms of trade undertaken. 

- Economic Impacts Southeast Rainfall and Flooding Events – involved a preliminary economic 

assessment of impacts to agriculture (production and infrastructure) in affected flood zones. 

- Cane Farmer Trials of Enhanced Efficiency Fertiliser in the Catchment of the Great Barrier Reef 
– evaluated the profitability implications for commercial farms from applying enhanced efficiency 
fertilisers at rates below industry guidelines.  The collaborative project showed that enhanced 
efficiency fertilisers can be applied at nitrogen rates 20% below industry guidelines, without 
compromising productivity or profitability 

- Combined Economic and Environmental Evaluations of Practice Adjustments – built on the 
sugarcane industry research into soil health and Smartcane Best Management Practices to 
compile economic-environmental case studies in collaboration with growers in the Herbert, 
Burdekin and Mackay region. 

In addition, there are a range of studies and reviews where the department has been actively involved in 

evaluating the cost of disaster impacts to primary producer overheads and to ensure there is appropriate 

support for primary producers: 

 2019 

- The social and economic cost of the North and Far North Queensland Monsoon Trough that 

defined and considered the economic and social cost of the Monsoon Trough, including direct 

and indirect costs. 

 2020 
- The Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements – where the commission 

examined numerous matters including coordination, preparedness for, response to, and recovery 
from disasters, as well as improving resilience and adapting to changing climatic conditions and 
mitigating the impact of natural disasters. 

 2022

- Review of the Queensland Strategy for Disaster Resilience (QSDR) – to better understand, 

manage and reduce disaster risk, and to continually improve how to prepare for, respond to, and 

recover from disasters.  

Further to these broader industry studies, a vital component of DAF’s work is its regional presence where 

staff are working directly with industry to accelerate the adoption of management practices that improve 

business resilience and help alleviate rising input costs – for example, new technology, improved irrigation 

management, and best management practices. 

DAF is committed to ensuring we have the best available information available to support Queensland 

agribusiness make well-informed decisions to grow profitable and sustainable businesses, and in doing 

so, grow the Queensland economy and create jobs.  



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 9 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 2 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister provide details on the Queensland Government’s drought reforms that are being 

implemented, and what they mean for primary producers over the coming years? 

ANSWER: 

In line with its obligations under the National Drought Agreement, Queensland’s policy and programs 

are aimed at improving the drought preparedness of Queensland primary producers, which in turn 

will reduce the impact of drought on families and regional communities. 

First announced in the 2021-22 State Budget, Queensland has introduced a suite of new measures 

developed with industry consultation that will support producers to better plan for and respond to 

drought. 

These measures will replace the current Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS), which currently 

provides freight subsidies and a rebate on emergency water infrastructure. DRAS is a highly complex 

program and was identified as not supporting drought preparedness and is only available in the 

grazing industry.   

While the Queensland Government has committed to maintaining existing drought measures for this 

drought, they will not be offered again in future droughts.  

An important implication for the new drought reform measures is that they do not require a drought 

declaration to access, and they can be accessed by more than just the grazing sector.  The major 

preparedness initiatives of the new drought reforms include: 

 Drought risk management and planning advice through the Farm Business Resilience Program 

(FBRP) funded until 2024-25. The FBRP is a partnership program with the Federal Government 

through the Future Drought Fund, which provides matching funds. 

 Rebates of up to $2,500 under the Farm Management Grants program to develop individual 

farm business resilience plans, or similar, funded through to 2024-25. This is supported 

through matching funds from the Federal Government’s Future Drought Fund. 

 Drought Preparedness Grants of up to 25% to a maximum of $50,000 in one year, or over 5 

years, to implement on-farm drought preparedness infrastructure identified in their farm 

business risk management plan, funded through to 2024-25. 

 Drought Ready and Recovery Finance Loans of up to $250,000 to help primary producers 

implement their drought preparedness measures or implement post-drought recovery 

activities, such as restocking or replanting.  



To reinforce the importance placed on the development of farm business resilience plans, access to 

the drought preparedness grants and loans will be contingent on the applicant having developed an 

appropriate farm business resilience plan. 

In addition to drought preparedness grants and loans available in all years, in drought-declared years, 

any drought-impacted producer will also be able to access new measures such as the: 

 Emergency Drought Assistance Loan Scheme, providing an interest-free concessional loan of 

up to $50,000 for producers impacted by drought to assist with carry-on expenses – for 

example, bills and wages and farm inputs. 

 Drought Carry-On Finance Loan Scheme, providing concessional loans of up to $250,000 to 

primary producers impacted by drought where the Emergency Drought Assistance Loan 

Scheme is insufficient. 

Other programs of the Queensland Drought Package first introduced in 2013 such as land rent rebates, 

water licence waivers and the Drought Relief from Electricity Charges program still remain available 

for those producers still drought declared.  However, an improvement in seasonal conditions has 

meant that, for the first time in many years, the majority of the state is no longer drought declared 

and it is possible that further areas will be drought revoked in coming months.   



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 10  

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 2 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister provide an update on why additional measures to assist in Red Imported Fire Ants (RIFA) 

eradication are important? 

ANSWER: 

Without the Program, RIFA would by now have spread as far north as Bowen, as far west as Longreach, and 

as far south as Canberra. It is well known that RIFA are one of the most invasive and costly pests globally, 

with extensive long-term impacts on public health, outdoor lifestyle, agricultural production, tourism and 

the environment in countries that they invade. A recent assessment of the potential cost of RIFA in Australia 

if not eradicated estimated that the annual cost could exceed $2 billion. 

Cooperative and collaborative approaches, building on the pilots and trials undertaken by the Program, are 

being expanded in pre-eradication areas so that eradication remains achievable. Examples of these 

collaborative approaches include:  

 working with Councils in the fire ant–infested area and providing fire ant bait to support Councils 

treating land that they manage 

 a joint initiative with the Oxley Creek Consortium in which 450 hectares will be self-treated by a 

combination of council, community groups and businesses 

 a large community suppression project in the Ipswich area that will support up to 24,000 residents 

treating their own properties 

 working with large landholders to help them integrate fire ant management into their routine pest 

management programs. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 11 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 3 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister outline how the Queensland Government is assisting primary producers in meeting 

their needs for a low emissions future? 

ANSWER: 

Ambitious emissions reduction targets by major food, fibre, and retail companies and some of our key 

international export partners are sending clear market signals and driving significant public and private 

investment into low emissions strategies and technologies. The agribusiness sector has a proven 

ability to innovate and embrace the opportunities from challenges like those posed by climate change.  

The Queensland Government has been delivering a number of programs over many years that are 

helping agribusinesses reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. In many instances, these programs 

were designed to deliver other benefits, either productivity or other environmental benefits such as 

water quality improvements, but at the same time we have been reducing agricultural emissions. 

For example, the education and extension programs delivered under the Queensland Reef Water 

Quality Improvement Plans, the Water Use Efficiency Program and industry’s successful best 

management practice programs have all been designed for specific purposes, but at the same time 

have delivered emissions reduction outcomes and efficiencies. 

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries’ (DAF) investments and partnerships in research and 

development are now also overtly targeting emissions reduction while at the same time improving 

sustainable production and business profitability.  

The Farm Business Resilience Program is assisting producers to incorporate climate considerations 

into long-term business planning. While the immediate focus is drought resilience and planning, this 

strategic assessment of their business and investment planning can also assist producers to start 

incorporating and planning for low emissions technologies and strategies.  

DAF’s investment in Smart Farms at Gatton and Emerald will also see the trialling and integration of 

agricultural technologies into key farming systems, some of which will deliver carbon abatement and 

mitigation opportunities.  

In partnership with Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA), the Method to Market project is working with 

grazing businesses to better understand their enterprise-level carbon emissions profile and on-farm 

opportunities to reduce and offset carbon emissions whilst maintaining a profitable grazing 



enterprise. The Method to Market project is investigating the feasibility of pursuing carbon neutral 

branded beef products and the opportunities and risks of participation in environmental markets, such 

as carbon markets and the emerging Reef Credits and biodiversity markets.  

Also, in partnership with Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA), the Steak and Wood project is 

investigating silvopastoral systems to provide producers with grazing systems that also deliver high-

quality timber from private native forest and hardwood plantations. This four-year project is seeking 

to develop guidelines to assist graziers to obtain the appropriate balance of trees and pasture, and 

will deliver improved beef quality, lower greenhouse gas emissions and an alternative income stream 

from a sustainably managed timber resource.  

DAF is also working with Timber Queensland to evaluate biophysical interactions and trade-off 

between trees and fodder growth, and livestock productivity, in commercial pine silvopastoral 

systems in northern Queensland.  

Further, DAF has recently entered into a research partnership with the University of Queensland (UQ) 

and MLA on a project to lower methane emissions from beef cattle. This new project will investigate 

the use of biopolymer composites containing methane reducing bioactives to lower methane 

production in the digestive system of beef cattle both in the laboratory and in field trials. 

DAF’s existing partnership arrangement with UQ’s Queensland Alliance for Agriculture and Food 

Innovation will see $1 million of the annual funding directed at piloting a Zero Net Emissions Grand 

Challenge. This pilot approach will focus effort on engaging UQ’s extensive expertise to draw on 

innovative and transformative technologies and develop tools, methods and strategies to help 

Queensland achieve the 2030 and 2050 emissions reduction targets. 

Last month, I launched the draft Low Emissions Agriculture Roadmap 2022-2032 (the Roadmap) for 

consultation, with key industry partners AgForce and the Queensland Farmers’ Federation. This 

Roadmap is the first coordinated Queensland strategy to facilitate the sector’s transition towards low 

emissions production and supply chains in Queensland. 

Co-design and co-ownership of the Roadmap are critical to its success, and I would like to thank all of 

the producers and industry representatives that have helped deliver the Roadmap to this stage.  

The Roadmap identifies five key pathways and includes strategic actions for governments and industry 

to deliver, as well as activities and technologies that producers can implement and plan for in their 

business decisions now. The Roadmap is underpinned by a CSIRO report reviewing the best available 

science, and actions have been ‘stress-tested’ with producers and industry representatives through a 

series of workshops. 

The Roadmap draws clear connections between outcomes for agribusinesses and other priority 

Queensland Government economic and climate strategies. For example, DAF is engaging in strategic 

discussions with key agencies to identify how strategies such as Queensland’s Zero Emissions Vehicle 

Strategy 2022-2032, the Queensland Energy Plan being developed, and Land Restoration Fund 

amongst others, can deliver low emissions outcomes for agriculture supply chains. 

The Roadmap is out for public consultation until 10 August 2022. I encourage everyone in the 

agribusiness sector and the broader community to provide feedback on the Roadmap’s actions and 

delivery. A final Roadmap is expected to be released in late 2022. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 12 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 10 of the SDS and the capital program –  

Will the Minister advise how these funds will assist women in regional Queensland? 

ANSWER: 

This capital expenditure will directly benefit the thousands of women across Queensland who are 

members of the Queensland Country Women’s Association (QCWA).  

The QCWA, celebrating its centenary this year, is a vital organisation for rural communities, 

empowering and inspiring women through friendship, education, connection, and advocacy. 

Membership runs in the thousands across 220 branches, with activities driven by the interests of 

members in each local community.  

The funds will enable vital infrastructure to be renovated and upgraded to a safe and functional 

standard. QCWA’s state-wide infrastructure plays a critical role in its community engagement business 

model, where communities can come together to socialise and meet for training and vocational 

opportunities. 

QCWA halls have been at the heart of community life that connects people in rural Queensland. The 

halls are used to hold branch meetings, functions, events and workshops, which include programs for 

advocacy, fundraising and skills training.  

QCWA programs support regional growth, health and economic prosperity. These include a domestic 

violence support hotline and bursaries for secondary and tertiary students, as well as the Public Rural 

Crisis Fund, which provides support for Queensland women and families suffering from natural 

disasters or other crises. 

These capital works projects will further support rural and regional communities by creating short-

term work for local tradespeople while helping restore community infrastructure. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 13 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 18 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister outline how the Rural Economic Development Grants have assisted Queensland’s 

agricultural sector in the broader Wide Bay and Central Queensland? 

ANSWER: 

The Rural Economic Development (RED) Grants Scheme is a Queensland Government initiative that 

commenced in July 2018 to strengthen the agricultural sector and create jobs in regional areas. 

RED Grants offer co-contribution grants of up to $250,000 (Rounds 1–3) and $200,000 (Rounds 4–5) to 

purchase innovative equipment and build new infrastructure to create jobs and expand agricultural supply 

chains in the regions. 

The Wide Bay and Central Queensland area has seen some 16 applications approved for more than $2.38 

million in RED Grant funding, supporting projects from Banana to Fraser Coast and beyond, including: 

 A regional horticulture export hub for Royal Honey Murcott mandarins, including processing, 

marketing, container loading and transport services for local produce; 

 A new macadamia nut processing line will support up to 76 regional agricultural jobs investing in 

infrastructure to develop value-added capabilities and become a true paddock-to-plate operator; 

 Installing new machinery and pre-fill and post-packing equipment items to create new, high-quality 

100% Australian grown and made avocado, chilli and herb mash products; and 

 Expansion of an existing vegetable processing facility to incorporate a new production line that will 

double the existing capacity and allow significant opportunities in the industrial, food service and 

retail markets. 

Round 4 of the RED Grants Scheme has just been finalised. Cross Family Farms in Bundaberg will benefit 

from funding for the construction of two new state-of-the-art cold rooms, which will help increase their 

vegetable production, and is expected to create up to 50 new job opportunities in the Bundaberg region. 

The Palaszczuk Government’s RED Grants Scheme has provided a total of $13.3 million in funding over four 

years to support 59 successful regional agribusiness projects across Queensland, worth a total of $52.4 

million and estimated to create 2,548 new direct and indirect jobs over the lifetime of these projects. 

A fifth round of RED Grants will commence in 2022–23 for a further $3.3 million in funding. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 14 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to pages 2 and 18 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister provide an update on the benefits cluster fencing has had on the sheep and goat 

industry, and what further measures assist producers to leverage the benefits? 

ANSWER: 

With an investment of $60.8 million in cluster fencing since 2015, the sheep and goat industry has 

seen a rise in sheep numbers, with the industry having had the best lambing rates in years. The Remote 

Area Planning and Development Board reported that lambing rates have increased from 40% to 

upwards of 80% and sheep numbers have almost doubled in affected areas. This is increasing gross 

regional income and encouraging more sustainable and profitable agriculture businesses. 

Development in rural communities also has the added benefits from an increase in meat, sheep and 

wool enterprises, bringing seasonal and long-term sustainable jobs on farms and across the wider 

community. This is providing new employment opportunities and growing the population with the 

added benefit of increasing local services and clubs.  

The Queensland Government funds the Queensland Feral Pest Initiative (QFPI), and through this 

initiative, landholders have noted that the addition of cluster fences reduces the worry associated 

with dog threats and the destruction they pose to livestock, which supports better mental health and 

wellbeing outcomes.  

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries has provided further measures to complement the 

cluster fencing initiative. The development of the Queensland Sheep and Goat Meat Strategy, in 

addition to supporting the AgForce Sheep and Goat Industry Blueprint, aims to lift the value of 

production of sheep and goats in Queensland from $170 million per annum to around $350 million 

per annum within the next five years, subject to seasonal conditions.   

In addition, the Rural Agricultural Development Grants, administered by the Queensland Rural and 

Industry Development Authority, offers up to $200,000 as a co-contribution grant to support 

economic development and maximise opportunities in rural and regional communities. The first round 

of grants opened on 25 May 2022 and expressions of interest close on 31 July 2022. A second round 

is expected to be announced during the 2022–23 financial year.  Total funding for this program is  

$4 million over two years.   



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 15 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 9 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister elaborate on the nature of the staffing SDS figures and how this is different to the 

FTE headcount? 

ANSWER: 

The Department’s SDS Budgeted FTE for the 2021–2022 period was 2,108. 

At 30 June 2022, the headcount was 2,186.  The headcount refers to the number of people who are 

employees of the Department.  A person may work part-time (for example, 0.5 FTE), but are counted 

as 1 in the headcount. 

At 30 June 2022, the Actual Paid FTE was 2,085.5 – a difference of 22.5 FTEs when compared with the 

Budgeted FTE in the SDS.   

The SDS Budgeted FTE figure is a nominal threshold for the purpose of managing the department’s 

annual budget. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 16 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 6 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister advise how the sustainable fisheries strategy assists stocks such as Spanish Mackerel? 

ANSWER: 

Under the Sustainable Fisheries Strategy, the Queensland Government is committed to further 

modernising fisheries management to improve fishing productivity and support a thriving industry, as 

well as contributing to the overall objective of ensuring the sustainability of Queensland’s fisheries 

and that there are fish for future generations. 

The Strategy outlines 33 actions to be delivered across 10 reform areas, with key actions including 

additional research and monitoring, setting sustainable catch limits, establishing fishery working 

groups and a Sustainable Fisheries Expert Panel to better engage stakeholders, establishing harvest 

strategies to provide clear objectives for each fishery and decision rules to take action when needed, 

satellite tracking on all commercial fishing boats, and helping facilitate industry-led structural 

adjustment.  

At the half-way mark of the ten-year reform, more than two thirds of the Strategy has already been 

implemented.   

Importantly, the Queensland Government has committed an additional $28.175 million over 3 years 

to support the continued delivery of the Strategy.  

This work ensures that stocks like Spanish mackerel are managed sustainably through more responsive 

decision-making, improved stakeholder engagement, and better data and research.  

Without these critical reforms, it will be increasingly difficult to ensure the sustainability of our fish 

stocks, profitability will continue to decline, competition between sectors will increase, and 

community expectations will not be met.  

The second and final discussion paper on management options aimed at rebuilding Spanish mackerel 

stocks is open for public comment until 5 August 2022. The community is encouraged to make a 

submission and have a say on the future management of this important fishery.  



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 17 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 6 –  

Will the Minister outline the importance of responsibly managing the allocation and use of state-

owned forest and related resources? 

ANSWER: 

The Palaszczuk Government is committed to the responsible management of State-owned forest 

resources, specifically native forest timber and state-owned quarry material. 

Queensland’s native forests supply about 20% (by volume) of Queensland’s domestically sourced 

timber processed by the primary processing sector, of which approximately one-third is cypress pine 

and two-thirds is native hardwood. Around 40% of the total resource used by Queensland’s native 

hardwood processing sector, and approximately 95% of Queensland’s total cypress supply, is sourced 

from State-owned forests in Queensland under the authority of Forestry Act 1959 sales permits issued 

by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

The Palaszczuk Government’s commitment to ensuring the responsible management of State-owned 

native forest resources is demonstrated by its implementation of the Native Timber Action Plan. The 

Plan supports actions to have an internationally competitive and sustainable native timber industry 

that balances both jobs and the environment. 

The continued availability of State-owned quarry material is also of critical importance to support 

economic growth.  About 15% of the total quarry material extracted in Queensland is State-owned, 

and used to support infrastructure development projects; construction and maintenance of mine, 

road, and rail infrastructure; and also to support reconstruction activities after floods and other 

natural disasters. 

It is important to ensure that State-owned natural resources are used appropriately and in a manner 

that delivers best value for the State. The sale of State-owned forest products and quarry material will 

continue to help underpin economic development and employment in 2022–23, particularly in rural 

and regional areas of Queensland. 
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2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 18 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 9 of the SDS –  

Will the Minister advise how Mareeba will benefit from this budget? 

ANSWER: 

In 2022-23, the Palaszczuk Government will invest $2.5 million into the refurbishment of the Mareeba 

Research Facility. This brings the total refurbishment investment to $3.4 million. It will provide world-

class research facilities to our leading researchers, benefiting Mareeba and the entire horticultural 

industry of North Queensland. 

Construction work will provide full- and part-time work for 10 employees of a Mareeba-based building 

company. Up to 39 tradespeople, 9 labourers and 10 apprentices of local (125km radius) 

subcontractors will also be involved.  This will be a significant boost to the Mareeba construction 

industry.  

In addition to benefiting the construction industry, this project will provide facilities for Department 

of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) scientists to undertake research on projects involving horticulture 

production, product quality, entomology, and plant pathology.  Research undertaken will include a 

wide range of horticultural crops such as mango, avocado, banana, lychee, papaya, mandarin and 

limes, grapes, pineapple, and sweet potato. 

The project provides laboratories and supporting facilities to meet current and future needs and will 
be immediately used by over 309 DAF staff to deliver 21 research, development and extension projects 
and activities. 

This refurbishment of the Mareeba Research Facility complements the capabilities of existing facilities 

and enhances the capacity for scientists to service Queensland's horticultural industries and to 

collaborate with other Queensland, national and international research agencies. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 19 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to Queensland Biosecurity’s operational workforce – Will the Minister provide:  

a) a summary of how many rural and regional (outside of south-east Queensland) FTE positions have 

been funded for the 2022-23 Financial Year; and 

b) a comparison of these current figures those from the years 2002-03, 2007-08, 2012-13 and 2017-

18? 

ANSWER: 

Biosecurity Queensland is reviewing its workforce deployment for 2022-23 in response to emerging 

issues, including the increased threat of emergency animal diseases such as foot and mouth disease.   

Economies of scale are achieved by having a key workforce in South East Queensland where many highly 

specialised subject matter experts can collaborate to take advantage of science and expertise/capability 

in other agencies.  These officers often offer state-wide services and can be deployed across the State on 

an as-needed basis.  Technology now allows these officers to be more connected with and available to 

clients. 

a) At 30 June 2022, Biosecurity Queensland had 199 Actual Paid FTEs based outside of South East 

Queensland.

At 1 July 2022 Biosecurity Queensland had an estimated 11 budgeted vacancies outside of South East 

Queensland for 2022-23.

Note: this includes all FTEs in North, Central and South Queensland (excluding Greater Brisbane 

locations).

b) The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries was created as an agency in 2012. Therefore, there is no 

data available for 2002–03 or 2007–08 that would be comparable to the other dates requested.

2012–13:

At 30 June 2013, Biosecurity Queensland had 240 Actual Paid FTEs based outside of South East 

Queensland. 

2017–18:

At 30 June 2018, Biosecurity Queensland had 199 Actual paid FTEs based outside of South East 

Queensland. 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 20 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL 

COMMUNITIES: 

QUESTION: 

With reference to pronged dog collars –  

Will the Minister please advise over the past 10 years how many complaints have been received by 

his Department, or by extension of his Department, the RSPCA, of the use of these items resulting in 

injury to a dog? 

ANSWER: 

RSPCA Queensland has advised the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries that in the 10 years prior 

to 30 June 2022, the RSPCA received 11 complaints that related to prong collars. In one of the cases, 

the dog had injuries as a result of wearing a prong collar. In two cases, the animals that were subject 

to the complaints could not be located.  

None of the cases proceeded to a prosecution as it was considered there was insufficient evidence or 

cause to proceed to a prosecution. 

Departmental records indicate that DAF has received no complaints about prong collars during this 

period of time. 

DAF considers the use of prong collars as an aversive training aid. They are considered to be 

inappropriate because of their use in negative reinforcement training and cause unreasonable pain 

and fear in dogs. The use of aversive training methods (based on negative reinforcement and 

punishment) including the use of prong collars has been reviewed and correlated with indicators of 

compromised welfare in dogs, including elevated cortisol levels associated with stress and pain and 

problematic behaviours such as fear and aggression.  

Prong collars can cause physical injuries, such as bruising, scratching and punctures to the skin of the 

dog. With repeated use over time, this can lead to scar tissue developing. In extreme but rare cases, 

prong collars have been associated with injuries to the spinal cord, trachea (windpipe), and larynx.  

The importation of dog collars incorporating protrusions designed to puncture or bruise an animal's 

skin (e.g. prong collars) is prohibited in Australia, unless permission has been granted by the federal 

Minister for Home Affairs or an authorised person to import the goods, under sub-regulation 4(1) and 

item 10 in Schedule 2 of the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (Cth).  

Prong collars are banned in Victoria (section 11 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulation 

2019) and New Zealand (Code of Welfare: Dogs). 



 

 

Pre-hearing Questions on notice and responses – Minister 
for Regional Development and Manufacturing and Minister 

for Water 
 

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 1 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the Service Delivery Statements (SDS) – Department’s Service Areas: 
Water resource management services – 

Could the Minister outline how many water users have had a reduction in their allocation since 
the last water year, reported separately by irrigation scheme? 

ANSWER: 
 

Water allocations are legal entitlements to draw water. A water allocation is a property right and 
cannot be reduced, therefore no water users have had a reduction in their water allocation. 

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 2 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to the capital budget for 2022/23, SDS page 7 – 

Will the Minister provide a list of approved projects, including (a) the budget and scope of each 
project for 2021-22 and 2022-23 (reported separately) and (b) the scheduled date of completion 
for each project (reported in table format)? 

 
ANSWER: 
 
The projects listed below are those relevant to page 7 of the SDS which shows capital purchases 
by the agency for the relevant years. Further information about the agency’s capital outlays can 
be found in Budget Paper 3: Capital Statement, specifically pages 92 to 98, including detail on 
significant infrastructure investments for 2022–23 to be undertaken by Sunwater, Seqwater, the 
Gladstone Area Water Board and the Mount Isa Water Board. 
 

Project Estimated 
Actual 2021-22 

(‘000s) 

Budget 2022-
23 (‘000s) 

Scope Scheduled 
Completion Date 

Capital Purchases 

Rookwood Weir 106,432 116,907 To construct Rookwood 
Weir and drive new 
economic employment 
opportunities for the 
agricultural industry and 
community of Central 
Queensland. Part funded 
by the National Water 
Grid Fund (NWGF). 

Mid-2023 

Other 3,468 2,600 Includes improvements 
made to the state-wide 
water monitoring 
network and general 
plant and equipment 
requirements. 

NA 

Total Capital 
Purchases 

109,900 119,507   



Project Estimated 
Actual 2021-22 

(‘000s) 

Budget 2022-
23 (‘000s) 

Scope Scheduled 
Completion Date 

 

Capital Grants 

Big Rocks Weir – 
planning 

5,000 1,000 Planning and other pre-
construction activities for 
a new conventional 
concrete weir and saddle 
dam at Big Rocks. Part 
funded by the NWGF. 

30 June 2023 

Building our 
Regions (Round 6) 

1,000 39,000 Grant program for local 
government water and 
sewerage infrastructure 
projects in regional 
Queensland. 

30 June 2024 

Rookwood Weir 10,090 6,000 Enhancements required 
to existing community 
infrastructure (e.g., roads 
and bridges) to service 
and support the 
Rookwood Weir project. 

mid 2023 

Southern Downs 
Drought Resilience 
Package 

3,820 3,820 Upgrades to critical 
infrastructure to address 
immediate water 
security in the Southern 
Downs region. 

30 June 2023 

Warren’s Gully 
System Capacity 
upgrade project 

1,190 2,380 To increase the peak flow 
capacity of the Warren’s 
Gully aquifer recharge 
and water distribution 
system. In partnership 
with the Australian 
government through the 
NWGF. 

30 June 2024 

Warwick recycled 
water for 
agriculture project 
(stage 3) 

145 336 To improve water quality 
and capacity in the 
Warwick region by 
upgrading existing 
recycled water 
treatment and chemical 
systems. In partnership 
with the Australian 
government through the 
NWGF. 

30 June 2023 

Emu Swamp Dam 
project 

3,500 - Planning for a proposed 
12GL dam on the Severn 
River near Stanthorpe 
and a 117km pumped 
pipeline distribution 
network. In partnership 

TBD 



Project Estimated 
Actual 2021-22 

(‘000s) 

Budget 2022-
23 (‘000s) 

Scope Scheduled 
Completion Date 

with the Australian 
government through the 
NWGF. 

Mareeba- Dimbulah 
Channel 
Modernisation 
Project 

3,164 - Contribution to Sunwater 
for the Mareeba-
Dimbulah Water Supply 
Scheme efficiency 
improvement project. In 
partnership with the 
Australian government 
through the NWGF 

30 June 2023 

Total Capital Grants 27,909 52,536   

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 3 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 4 of the SDS Supporting the Manufacturing Industry in Queensland and in 
relation to the Manufacturing Ministerial Council – 
Could the Minister outline: (a) how many times has the council met in the 2021-22 financial year, 
(b) what recommendations have been outlined from the Ministerial Council meetings, and (c) 
what are the status of implementation for such recommendations? 
 
ANSWER: 

 

The Manufacturing Ministerial Council (the council) provides strategic and practical advice to the 
Queensland Government, to assist in developing our manufacturing industry and drive economic, 
regional and employment growth throughout the state. 

The council is an initiative of the Queensland Advanced Manufacturing 10-Year Roadmap and 
Action Plan, which is driving development of Queensland’s manufacturing industry and assisting 
manufacturers to increase their competitiveness and transition to new technologies. 

The council provides opportunities for the Queensland Government to hear directly from 
manufacturing industry leaders. Its membership includes key peak industry organisations, the 
Australian Industry Group, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland, the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers’ Union and the Australian Workers’ Union. A cross section of 
manufacturing businesses, including regional manufacturers, are represented to ensure that the 
government hears from manufacturers across Queensland.  

The council met three times in 2021–22. Meetings were held on 23 August 2021 in Brisbane, 25 
November 2021 in Gladstone, and 10 March 2022 in Brisbane.  

Through the council, the government has worked with Queensland manufacturers and industry 
leaders on a range of important initiatives and proposals that have either been implemented 
already or are in the process of being implemented. Examples include:  

• encouraging adoption of advanced manufacturing through Industry 4.0 workshops with a 
strong focus on sustainability; 

• incorporation of energy efficiency and sustainability as part of the assessment process in the 
next round of the Made in Queensland Grants Program and the Manufacturing Hub Grants 
Program; 



• driving advanced manufacturing and increased efficiency, through a series of two-day 
workshops on LEAN Manufacturing commencing shortly to further demonstrate the value of 
LEAN techniques and processes for small to medium manufacturers;  

• building the capabilities of manufacturers through grants and workshops to support new 
technology adoption that positions them to better compete for procurement opportunities; 

• the Gold Coast Hub providing a focal point for developing manufacturing opportunities for 
the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games and, more broadly, working on large scale and 
emerging industry supply chain opportunities for these events; 

• increasing the participation of women in manufacturing through the Women in 
Manufacturing event series and other initiatives; and 

• continuing to showcase the strength of Queensland’s manufacturing sector.  

The council has also established two working groups on key areas of the Advanced Manufacturing 
10 Year Road Map focusing on women in manufacturing, and carbon neutrality in manufacturing. 

In addition to these activities, the council is also advising government on the revision of the 
Advanced Manufacturing 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan.  

The council is an integral part of how the government engages with industry to ensure our plans 
and policies for manufacturing are informed by industry so that we can continue to deliver great 
outcomes for the manufacturing industry in Queensland. 

The council will continue to help shape important government initiatives as we continue our 
efforts to drive jobs and growth in this important sector, including ensuring Queensland 
manufacturers are positioned to benefit from emerging opportunities such as the 2032 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, growth in the renewable energy sector, battery manufacturing and 
industries like hydrogen.  

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 4 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 7 of the SDS, Staffing – 
Could the Minister provide a breakdown of staffing numbers for each financial year from 2015 to 
present, by (a) department separately - (i) water, (ii) regional development and (iii) 
manufacturing, (b) work base, and (c) number of graduate roles? 
 
ANSWER: 
 

The Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water (the department) was 
created on 12 November 2020. Records prior to this date are not comparable to the current 
department.  

The full-time equivalent (FTE) workforce profile across the service delivery areas of the 
department over the last two financial years is: 

Financial Year 

ending 

Grow the Economy Water Resource 
Management 

Total FTE 

30 June 2021 40.0 535.0 575.0 

30 June 2022 100.0 489.0 589.0 

Staff across the department can actively work to support all objectives of the department 
regardless of the allocation to a specific work function or work location.  

Of the total FTE, 47.1% are physically located outside the Brisbane central business district (the 
CBD).  When including the FTE staff who work in the department’s South Region which is located 
within a Brisbane CBD location, this percentage grows closer to 60%. 

As at 30 June 2022, there were two staff engaged as graduates who rotate across a number of 
functional areas within the department as part of their development.  



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 5 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the SDS, “Building our Regions” and in relation to the Regional 
Community Forums – 
Could the Minister advise (a) the costs associated with holding Regional Forums across 
Queensland, (b) who is on each of the seven forums, (c) what is the selection process for 
attendees to the forums, (d) will minutes of these forums be made available for the public and 
(e) what measures are in place to ensure the arrangements around these events are 
transparent? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water assists the Department of 
the Premier and Cabinet to deliver the Regional Forums (the forums) across Queensland and 
assists with implementation of the identified priorities that arise from the forums.   

My role is to work with the Premier and Minister for the Olympics to bring community 
representatives together with Ministers and Assistant Ministers to provide a platform for 
Queenslanders in rural, remote, and regional areas to discuss their regions' priorities and 
challenges directly with the Queensland Government. These forums also provide an invaluable 
link between rural and regional communities and government decision-making. 

As administrative arrangements for the forums and funding for this initiative falls within the 
portfolio responsibilities of the Premier and Minister for the Olympics, questions in relation to 
operational matters should be referred to the Premier for a response.   

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 6 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 2 of the SDS, which refers to a Queensland bulk water infrastructure 
assessment – 
Can the Minister confirm (a) when the assessment is due to be completed, (b) the criteria used as 
part of the assessment, (c) will the recommendations be made public upon completion of the 
assessment and (d) what will be the timeline for any recommendations to be implemented? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
While the question refers to page 2 of the SDS, I understand the Member may be referring to 
page 3 of the SDS which makes this reference.  

The importance of water to local communities, particularly in Queensland’s regions, makes it 
critical that infrastructure must be planned, and proposals must be assessed for need, viability, 
efficiency, and effectiveness. 

The government insists all options are properly considered, and to do that, mandates quality 
forward planning. 

That is why, in addition to existing planning initiatives already underway, the Queensland 
Government is developing a strategic water infrastructure plan (SWIP) to guide the assessment 
and consideration of bulk water projects and inform future bulk water infrastructure projects, 
particularly in regional Queensland. 

The intent of the SWIP is to inform investment decisions, guide project assessments, ensure 
Queensland’s precious water resources are optimised and provide an overarching view of the bulk 
water capital portfolio. Consideration of important matters such as financial, economic, 
environmental, community and social outcomes will be part of this work.   

This work will incorporate a statewide supply and demand audit, so that we use the most up to 
date information on where bulk water can make a difference to communities and the economy.  

This work will also interface with the regional water assessments that are currently underway. 

Project planning and scoping is underway, and it is anticipated the first draft of the SWIP would 
be ready for consideration by government in 2023–24, with public presentation of the outcomes 
to be considered at that time.  



This will be a planning activity which can be updated as drivers change, and project assessments 
are undertaken to ensure that our planning activities are responsive to future challenges and 
opportunities. 

It is a measure of this government’s commitment to water infrastructure and regional community 
development that since 2015, over $3.4 billion has been committed to water infrastructure and 
planning across Queensland, delivering thousands of jobs, many of those in regional Queensland.  

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 7 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the SDS, Department’s Service Areas: Water resource management 
services – 
Given the upgrade target date of 2025 for the Cooby, Cressbrook Creek and Gordonbrook Dams, 
will the Minister advise (a) why is there no funding in the 2022/23 Budget to assist the 
Toowoomba and South Burnett Regional Councils start large spillway projects and (b) how is the 
department actively managing the risk that the affordability of significant upgrades could delay 
these important safety upgrades? 

 

ANSWER: 

Community safety is a priority for the Queensland Government and Queensland has an excellent 
dam safety record.  

Dam safety upgrades are the responsibility of the dam owner, and the monitoring and audit of 
dam safety for referrable dams in Queensland is managed and overseen by Queensland’s Dam 
Safety Regulator.  

Ongoing management of dams is achieved through an appropriate dam improvement program of 
upgrades, inspections, maintenance and recordkeeping under state and national dam safety 
standards. These requirements are not new and have been specified in statutory guidelines and 
dam safety conditions since 2007.  

The Toowoomba Regional Council and the South Burnett Regional Council are responsible for the 
Cooby, Cressbrook Creek and Gordonbrook Dams. My department, to date, has not received any 
requests for support or funding for the spillway projects for these dams. 

Local governments that own dams requiring upgrades have successfully delivered dam upgrade 
projects and where necessary, secured funding for upgrades from various sources, supported by 
the Queensland Treasury Corporation. The Queensland Government also has a strong record of 
supporting local governments to deliver on their water supply, security and safety obligations.  

 



My department will continue to support and work with local governments to ensure that they are 
on track to deliver their dam safety upgrades.  

My department will also continue to work with local governments and the Queensland Treasury 
Corporation to explore options for funding opportunities if a request is made.  



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 8 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 2 of the SDS, ‘Regulating Dam Safety’ and the Queensland Audit Office 
Report of December 2021 which estimates that there is $4.6 billion worth of upgrades required to 
ensure the safety of Queensland Dams due for upgrade by 2035 – 
 
Can the Minister advise (a) why is there no significant funding for these upgrades in the 2022/23 
Budget and (b) how is the department actively managing the risk that the affordability of significant 
upgrades could delay these important safety upgrades? 
 
 
ANSWER: 

This question has been substantively answered in my response to Question on Notice 172, tabled on 
19 April 2022.  

As I said in that response, the Queensland Government will always prioritise the safety of 
Queenslanders and welcomes the Queensland Audit Office report (the QAO report).  

The QAO report focusses on collecting information from dam owners, with a particular focus on 
smaller dams, rather than the state’s major bulk water storage facilities. The QAO report also noted 
“The department’s endorsed dam safety site audit strategy and plan includes a clear prioritisation 
process to identify those dams with the highest safety risk. It includes eight risk factors recommended 
by the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry.”  

The Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water’s (the department) regulatory 
approach to dam safety prioritises public safety. Dam owners must have dam safety management 
programs that reflect industry good practice and must report on all aspects annually. In addition, the 
department targets emerging risks including enforcing requirements for technical review for dam 
projects, educating stakeholders on management of irrigation dams, and requiring additional 
reporting on dam safety upgrades.  

Ninety per cent of the costs referred to in the QAO report are associated with the costs of dam safety 
upgrades for large dams owned by Sunwater and Seqwater. This is because the cost to upgrade these 
large pieces of infrastructure is obviously more significant than, for example, small dams on rural 
private properties. Both Sunwater and Seqwater are on track to deliver those upgrades in accordance 
with their regulatory obligations.  

All owners of referable dams in Queensland needing an upgrade must provide an upgrade project plan 
report annually, which includes confirmation that the dam owner has funding arrangements in place 



for its upgrade program. This allows the department to foresee any delays to upgrade projects and 
take appropriate action to ensure that dam upgrades are completed in a reasonable timeframe.  

Queensland’s dam owners are on track to deliver on dam safety upgrades in a timely manner, tackling 
each dam in a priority order according to industry guidance. 

In the 2022–23 State Budget, Sunwater, Seqwater and the Gladstone Area Water Board have allocated 
$57.5 million to dam improvement projects. This includes important planning and preparatory works 
for two Seqwater projects and two Sunwater projects including commencement of early works to 
restore Paradise Dam to its original height.  

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 9 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister please advise how the Ministerial Manufacturing Council is supporting the 
manufacturing industry in Queensland? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Manufacturing Ministerial Council (the council) provides strategic and practical advice to the 
Queensland Government, to assist in developing our manufacturing industry and drive economic, 
regional and employment growth throughout the State. 

The council is an initiative of the Queensland Advanced Manufacturing 10-Year Roadmap and 
Action Plan, which is driving development of Queensland’s manufacturing industry and assisting 
manufacturers to increase their competitiveness and transition to new technologies. 

The council provides opportunities for the Queensland Government to hear directly from 
manufacturing industry leaders. Its membership includes key peak industry organisations, the 
Australian Industry Group, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland, the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers’ Union, and the Australian Workers’ Union. A cross section of 
manufacturing businesses, including regional manufacturers, are represented to ensure that the 
government hears from manufacturers across Queensland on the issues that matter. 

Advice and recommendations have been provided on key issues such as: 

• the Made in Queensland Grants Program; 
• the Manufacturing Hubs Grants Program; 
• adopting automation and digitisation;  
• carbon neutrality and sustainable manufacturing; 
• large-scale and emerging industry supply chain opportunities such as the supply chain for the 

2032 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games; 
• increasing the participation of women in manufacturing; 
• Industry Engagement Program workshops and events to assist manufacturers transition to 

Industry 4.0; 
• skills development and jobs of the future; and  
• showcasing Queensland’s manufacturing industry. 



The advice and recommendations provided by the council continues to be implemented as the 
Queensland Government works with industry to further strengthen our manufacturing sector.  

Groups like the council are an integral part of how the government engages with industry to 
ensure our plans and policies for manufacturing are informed by industry leaders so that we can 
continue to deliver great outcomes for the manufacturing industry in Queensland. The 
Queensland Government looks forward to continuing to work with the council, including on the 
revised roadmap and actions, and important strategies including growing the role of women in 
the manufacturing sector and carbon neutrality in manufacturing.  

The Queensland Government is thankful for the advice of the council, particularly during the 
challenges of COVID-19 and looks forward to collaborating further particularly in light of emerging 
manufacturing opportunities in hydrogen, renewable energy, battery manufacturing, rail 
manufacturing and the 2032 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.  

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 10 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 8 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister provide details of the grants made through the Made in Queensland (MIQ) 
program, including round 4? 
 
ANSWER: 
Made in Queensland (MIQ) is a highly successful grants program that helps small and medium-
sized manufacturers in Queensland to increase international competitiveness, productivity, 
innovation through new technologies, and create jobs for the future.  

Manufacturers across Queensland have received funding under MIQ. MIQ provides matched 
funding from $50,000 to $2.5 million to Queensland manufacturers for eligible equipment, 
processes, systems, and expertise. 

Since 2017, 105 projects have received funding from MIQ. Thirty-nine of these projects are 
located in regional Queensland. These projects are anticipated to create and support more than 
7,400 jobs over five years and generate more than $140 million in private sector investment. 

MIQ Round 4, the most recent round, supported 21 new projects with a focus on onshoring 
manufacturing to Queensland from interstate and overseas. These projects started in 2022 and 
are due for completion by June 2023. 

For example, I recently visited Zone RV based in Coolum Beach. They were awarded a grant of up 
to $1,408,849 in Round 4 for their project to establish an advanced composite division, plus a 
state-of-the-art manufacturing facility involving equipment, robotics and interconnected systems 
via the Internet of Things, to lead the industry in manufacturing of advanced composites, plastics, 
and metals in an Industry 4.0 environment. This project is expected to create 90 new jobs over 
five years at Zone RV’s Sunshine Coast manufacturing facility. 

Some examples of successful MIQ grant projects from earlier rounds include: 

• Round 1, Orica onshored production of their electronic blasting system from Canada to their 
project site near Helidon, reducing lead time from six months to three weeks for the mining 
industry. The project created 18 new jobs; 

• Round 2, Dobinsons Springs and Suspension at Rockhampton installed a state-of-the-art cold 
coiling machine which has allowed them to capture work from overseas competitors 
disrupted by international shipping delays and employ 21 additional staff; and 



• Round 3, Cairns-based Neamco purchased two advanced manufacturing machines which 
allows for fully automated cylinder honing, and 5 axis CNC machining on a larger scale. The 
new machines have improved productivity and enable the business to win new contracts in 
the mining sector.  

Eighty-one projects have been completed at 30 June 2022. These projects have created and 
supported over 5,800 jobs and attracted more than $100 million in private sector investment. 

The MIQ program has been boosted by $40 million in this year’s budget, to a total value of $101.5 
million.  This new funding will support two further rounds of MIQ over two years, creating still 
more jobs, benefits, and bring manufacturing activity back to Queensland. 

The Queensland Government’s investment in projects through MIQ provides direct support to 
Queensland manufacturers and to the community more broadly. This occurs through the positive 
flow on effects to other local businesses, industries and suppliers that all benefit through 
increased productivity and job creation.  

Consistent with previous years, MIQ is a competitive program. Initial applications scoring highest 
against the assessment criteria are invited to proceed through to a detailed application process. 
The multi-stage assessment process undertaken by the department means the best and most 
worthy projects are successful in receiving funding.  

A detailed summary of the recipients of MIQ Round 4 grants awarded are: 

Made in Queensland Round 4 

Business name Suburb Local Government 
Area 

Made in 
Queensalnd 

funding 

Project 
Status 

Jobs 
over 

5 
years 

Aletek Pty Ltd Svensson Heights Bundaberg Regional 
Council 

$1,362,888 Ongoing 29 

Aqseptence 
Group Pty Ltd 

Geebung Brisbane City Council $413,850 Ongoing 28 

Beehive Vinyl 
Products Pty 
Ltd 

Currajong Townsville City 
Council 

$274,980 Ongoing 9 

Berg 
Engineering 

Brendale Moreton Bay 
Regional Council 

$416,827 Ongoing 8 

Foscap 
Investments 
Pty Ltd 

Salisbury Brisbane City Council $118,765 Ongoing 95 

Freeze Dry 
Industries Pty 
Ltd 

Yandina Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council 

$450,000 Ongoing 24 



Business name Suburb Local Government 
Area 

Made in 
Queensalnd 

funding 

Project 
Status 

Jobs 
over 

5 
years 

Holmwood 
Highgate 
(aust.) Pty Ltd 

Loganholme Logan City Council $2,480,025 Ongoing 51 

Imaging 
Solutions Pty 
Ltd 

Meadowbrook Brisbane City Council $988,800 Ongoing 26 

IntelliDesign 
Pty Ltd 

Seventeen Mile Rocks Brisbane City Council $96,067 Ongoing 36 

Newfresh 
Foods Pty Ltd 

Alloway Bundaberg Regional 
Council 

$1,919,545 Ongoing 52 

Obadare Pty 
Ltd 

Glenvale Toowoomba 
Regional Council 

$937,387 Ongoing 15 

Packer Leather 
Pty Ltd 

Narangba Moreton Bay 
Regional Council 

$586,024 Ongoing 17 

PRIESTLEY'S 
GOURMET 
DELIGHTS 

Acacia Ridge Brisbane City Council $2,500,000 Ongoing 75 

QPP Pty Ltd Narangba Moreton Bay 
Regional Council 

$778,269 Ongoing 19 

Syngeneering Banyo Brisbane City Council $54,375 Ongoing 17 

Tanuki Wellcamp Toowoomba 
Regional Council 

$198,849 Ongoing 8 

Thompson 
Meat 
Machinery Pty 
Ltd 

Crestmead Logan City Council $244,992 Ongoing 36 

UAP 
AUSTRALIA 
PTY LTD 

Northgate Brisbane City Council $184,741 Ongoing 17 

Watkins Steel 
Pty Ltd 

Northgate Brisbane City Council $670,302 Ongoing 10 



Business name Suburb Local Government 
Area 

Made in 
Queensalnd 

funding 

Project 
Status 

Jobs 
over 

5 
years 

Womble 
Investments 
Pty Ltd 

Brendale Moreton Bay 
Regional Council 

$750,894 Ongoing 3 

Zone Rv Pty 
Ltd 

Coolum Beach Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council 

$1,408,849 Ongoing 90 

Round 4 totals     $16,836,428 
committed 

Ongoing 665 
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister please advise how his department supports improved outcomes for regional 
development in Queensland? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Queensland Government is committed to supporting the growth and development of 
regional communities and the importance of regional development crosses all parts of my 
portfolio. 

Through our support for regional Manufacturing Hubs, the Made in Queensland Grants Program 
(MIQ) and the Manufacturing Hubs Grants Program, the Department of Regional Development, 
Manufacturing and Water (the department) is boosting regional economies and supporting job 
creation now and into the future.  

MIQ is now a $101.5 million program following an additional $40 million investment in the 2022–
23 budget. MIQ helps small and medium sized manufacturers to increase competitiveness, 
productivity and innovation via the adoption of new technologies, which drives the highly skilled 
jobs of the future.  

Since 2017, MIQ has supported 105 advanced manufacturing projects across the state which are 
expected to create and support more than 7,400 jobs over five years. Nearly 40 per cent of 
projects funded through MIQ are in regional Queensland, creating and supporting over 2,900 jobs 
over five years.  

The Manufacturing Hubs Grants Program supports businesses to invest and adopt the machinery, 
technology and processes they need to advance their businesses. Investment in this program 
reached $28.5 million, following an additional $10 million which was announced in the 2022–23 
State Budget to assist eligible manufacturers in the manufacturing hub regions of Cairns, 
Townsville, Mackay, Gladstone, Rockhampton, and the Gold Coast.  

To date, 38 grants have been provided to regional manufacturers, creating and supporting over 
1,300 jobs.  

Our regional manufacturing hubs provide local manufacturers with expert advice and support, 
helping them grow and expand into new markets, creating more opportunities for manufacturers 



to thrive. The critical services the manufacturing hubs provide have been further strengthened by 
the announcement earlier this year to permanently fund the hubs, with $17.75 million allocated 
over the next four years.  

The highly successful Building our Regions program supports regional local governments to build 
infrastructure in regional communities supporting job creation and liveability in these areas. 
Round 6 is focused on supporting local governments with important water and sewerage systems. 

Earlier this year, I was pleased to announce that 35 grants totalling $8.292 million had been 
awarded to local governments for important planning projects across the state.  This funding is to 
support smaller councils plan for important water and sewerage projects. The construction 
projects under Round 6 will be announced in the coming months, with $39 million allocated in 
the 2022–23 budget for councils to commence construction.  

Our total investment of $70 million in Round 6 of Building our Regions takes total government 
funding for the Building our Regions program to $418.3 million. This funding has leveraged over 
$539 million in additional investment and supported more than 2,700 construction jobs.  

Since 2015, the Queensland Government has invested more than $3.4 billion in water 
infrastructure, initiatives and planning, with many projects and the jobs they create, being in 
regional Queensland. This includes projects and initiatives like: 

• Rookwood Weir; 
• Big Rocks Weir; 
• both stages of the Haughton Pipeline; 
• essential safety works on Paradise Dam and restoring the dam to its original height; 
• the Toowoomba to Warwick Pipeline; 
• the Southern Downs Drought Resilience Package; 
• dam safety upgrades in several locations across regional Queensland;  
• irrigation pricing discounts; 
• the Regional Water Assessment Program; 
• Stage 1 of the Cairns Water Security Project;  
• the Hughenden Water Bank Project; 
• the Mount Morgan Pipeline; and 
• investments in infrastructure to connect the Lansdown Industrial Precinct to the 

Haughton Pipeline  

Investment in water infrastructure and planning is driving jobs and growth in regional 
communities across Queensland. Projects like Rookwood Weir for example, will transform Central 
Queensland, providing significant opportunities for increased agricultural and industrial 
development, as well as increased water security for the region.  

The department also works across government on important initiatives that support regional 
development, including: 

• supporting the Department of The Premier and Cabinet to deliver the Regional 
Community forums; and 

• working with the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government 
and Planning and local stakeholders to develop regional infrastructure plans.   
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 5 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister advise what steps the Queensland Government is taking to ensure dams across 
Queensland meet required safety standards? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
Dams are essential components of our water supply and irrigation infrastructure and underpin 
Queensland’s economy. 

Community safety is a priority for the Queensland Government and dams in Queensland are 
maintained to very high safety standards.  

The safety of a dam is the responsibility of the dam owner, and the Department of Regional 
Development, Manufacturing and Water (the department) regulates dam safety for referable 
dams to minimise risks and impacts to the community. 

Referable dams in Queensland are built to very high standards. However, as long-life assets, they 
require ongoing maintenance and investment, and our understanding of risks associated with 
each dam is updated by new science on rainfall and increased development downstream. 

The department has in place strict licensing conditions for referable dams. The conditions require 
owners to comply with appropriately high, internationally accepted safety standards, and the 
department’s dam safety management guidelines. The regulatory safety standards apply to dam 
design, ongoing operations and management and emergency response.  

There are 109 referable dams in Queensland. These include major dams such as Wivenhoe Dam 
and Burdekin Falls Dam, and also smaller detention basins and off-stream storages. 

Seqwater and Sunwater own two thirds of Queensland’s referable dams. Both organisations have 
dedicated teams to manage their dams. Both Seqwater and Sunwater follow the Queensland dam 
safety guidelines and those set by the Australian National Committee on Large Dams (ANCOLD). 

Ongoing management of dams is achieved through a program of upgrades, inspections, and 
maintenance. 

Queensland has an excellent dam safety record, but we are not complacent. We continue to 
identify emerging risks and avoid the realisation of impacts through regular review, taking on 
lessons learnt during wet weather events, engaging with experts and maintaining good practice 
standards. 



This includes, for example, the Queensland Government’s response to safety concerns raised at 
Paradise Dam. All eight recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry into Paradise Dam were 
accepted by the government, reaffirming our commitment to dam safety. 

Dam upgrade programs ensure dam safety risks are mitigated and remain within tolerable levels. 
These upgrades may include spillway capacity increases, storage capacity increases, structural 
modifications or operational and maintenance modifications. They are implemented according to 
a considered timeframe commensurate with the latest dam safety standards. 

Major dam improvement projects currently underway include Paradise Dam, Burdekin Falls Dam, 
and Teemburra Dam. Planning is also underway in relation to the dam safety upgrades required 
to Somerset Dam, North Pine Dam and Wivenhoe Dam which must be completed by 2035.  

We have already carried out upgrade works on nearly 20 dams since 2015 including Kinchant Dam, 
Eungella Dam, Wappa Dam, Boondooma Dam, Leslie Harrison Dam, Fairbairn Dam, Sideling Creek 
Dam and the essential safety works at Paradise Dam. 

The department reassesses its approach to referable dams through regular review, taking on 
lessons learnt during wet weather events, engaging with experts, industry bodies and other 
regulators across Australia and globally and maintaining good practice standards. Some of the 
regulatory activities the department undertakes include: 

• requiring dam owners to carry out annual safety inspections and more significant 
comprehensive risk assessments on a periodic basis; 

• a program of audits and on-site inspections to confirm that dam owners are complying with 
their regulatory obligations; 

• compliance and enforcement through conditions, warning letters, and compliance notices; 
• assisting Dam owners with voluntary compliance by providing advice, guidelines, workshops, 

dam owners forums and dam management training for the industry; 
• participating in technical review panels for new dam projects and significant upgrades; and 
• participating in exercises with dam owners as part of wet season preparedness and EAP 

activity. 

The government welcomed the Auditor General’s report into Regulating Dam Safety. 

The report focussed on collecting information from dam owners, with a particular focus on 
smaller dams, rather than the state’s major bulk water storage facilities.  

The report noted, and I quote: “the department’s endorsed dam safety site audit strategy and 
plan includes a clear prioritisation process to identify those dams with the highest safety risk. It 
includes eight risk factors recommended by the Queensland Floods of Commission Inquiry.” 

The Auditor General’s report made nine recommendations regarding improvements that can be 
made to processes, systems and record keeping. Importantly, there were no findings that dams 
were unsafe. 

The department has moved swiftly to implement the recommendations of the report, and six of 
the nine recommendations have already been implemented. 

The 2022–23 State Budget has supported this by providing $3.4 million over four years to address 
the report recommendations, including for recruiting specialist regulation, compliance and 
engineering staff and further developing information communication technology capability. 

All the dams identified in the Auditor General’s report are now fully compliant with their Dam 
Safety conditions.  
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER 
FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 4 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister advise provide examples of how the Queensland Government supports 
economic development by making more water available to water users? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Queensland Government continues to support regional communities and stimulate 
economic development through the targeted and sustainable release of unallocated water.  

The Queensland Government has jointly funded the Rookwood Weir Project, which included 
raising the height of the weir. This has allowed Sunwater to undertake a highly successful 
tender in 2020 with all 30,000 megalitres on offer being sold. The successful bidders are 
pursuing expansion plans along the Fitzroy River and that means more local jobs. A second 
tender is planned for later in 2022 and will make 7,500 megalitres available in smaller lots of 
less than 500 megalitres targeted to support local farms.  

In the past 12 months, the Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water 
(the department) has made an additional 156,568 megalitres of unallocated water available 
to water users across Queensland. This equates to over 62,000 Olympic size swimming pools. 
Examples include: 

• on 30 November 2021, the department announced a competitive tender to release 
110,000 megalitres of unallocated water from the Flinders general reserve; 

• in the past 12 months 3,748 megalitres of water has been granted at no cost from the 
Cape York Peninsula Heritage Area reserve to support the economic, social, and 
cultural aspirations of First Nations peoples; and 

• the department is currently running a release process in Western Queensland making 
4,545 megalitres of unallocated water available in the Great Artesian Basin.   

The release of this unallocated water demonstrates the Queensland Government’s 
commitment to boosting economic recovery, supporting local businesses, supporting First 
Nations peoples and driving jobs and growth in regional Queensland. 
 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 14 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 5 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister please update the Committee on how the Queensland Government is planning 
for Southeast Queensland’s future water needs? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
South-East Queensland's (SEQ) water grid is one of the largest urban grids in Australia. It includes 
12 major water storages, 36 water treatment plants, and spans from Noosa in the north to the 
New South Wales border in the south and west to Toowoomba.  

Thanks to the foresight of previous governments, the grid is supported by two major climate 
resilient assets, which were constructed following the Millennium Drought. These assets are 
critical for ensuring the region has sufficient supplies available during a prolonged drought. 

The way the grid connects drinking water supplies across SEQ is one of the most unique systems 
in Australia. It provides us flexibility to manage water supply challenges arising from patchy 
rainfall, drought, climate change and population growth. The grid’s design makes it one of the 
most secure supply grids in Australia and throughout the world. It allows water to be moved 
around the region as necessary to address demand and guarantee supply.  

Seqwater is the statutory authority responsible for providing bulk water across SEQ and for 
planning to ensure that the water supply requirements for the region are met.  

Seqwater’s approach to ensuring water security in SEQ is demonstrated by its current water 
security program. This program is available online and currently outlines plans for water security 
in SEQ out to 2046. 

This program provides water security through a range of measures, including by increasing the 
use of drought and flood resilient water sources such as the Gold Coast Desalination Plant.  

Seqwater have also been supplying recycled water to power stations and industrial customers to 
offset demand on the water grid.  

Seqwater has also been upgrading its water treatment facilities across the region to provide 
security and continuity of supply during unforeseen events.  



The program has also stood up to the challenge of recent drought, with the combined water grid 
level only dropping to around 55 per cent despite the region being in a drought just one year 
shorter than the Millennium Drought, and with another 1 million people.  

Further, restrictions across the region weren’t necessary because of the way the grid is designed 
and due to Seqwater’s forward planning through its program.  

This shows that Seqwater’s long term planning activities are working, providing water security for 
South East Queenslanders now and well into the future.  

The system was also able to adjust to flood events as we saw in February and March this year. 

We know that challenges lie ahead. The impacts of climate change are now better understood, 
and SEQ is one of the fastest growing populations in Australia. 

These issues will be addressed in the revised water security program to be released later this year. 
The revised program will also address the additional demands of the 2032 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.    

Important projects to cater for SEQ’s growing population are already occurring including the 
South West Pipeline.  

Construction of the $95 million pipeline is underway.  Once complete, it will ensure water security 
for one of the fastest growing regions in SEQ. The 27 km pipeline will connect two recently built 
reservoirs at the existing Beaudesert Water Treatment Plant to the SEQ water grid.  

South East Queenslanders can be confident that safe and secure water supply will continue to be 
delivered in SEQ, now and into the future.  
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 4 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister provide an update on the Queensland Government’s water planning activities 
for regional Queensland? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
This government knows that water is an opportunity to build communities, jobs, and industry, 
particularly in regional Queensland. 

The importance of water to local communities makes it critical that infrastructure must be 
planned, and proposals properly assessed so that our investments deliver the best outcomes for 
communities now and into the future.  

Through the $9 million Regional Water Assessment program, the Queensland Government is 
working with communities and stakeholders to plan for future economic growth.  

The program is focussed on assessments in three of Queensland’s most important food bowl 
regions – the Southern and Darling Downs, the Bundaberg and Burnett, and the Tablelands region.  

We are working with local stakeholders to investigate long-term water security solutions which 
create economic opportunity and drive jobs growth in those regions.   

Work commenced in late 2021 on all three assessments, including important early investigations 
into service needs and hydrology. 

All assessments are well underway, and I know the Department of Regional Development, 
Manufacturing and Water (the department) and Sunwater are engaging with stakeholders across 
these regions right now. 

I have had discussions and feedback from stakeholders in the three assessment regions and I 
know they are pleased with the process and the progress that has been made.  

These assessments will follow a common process while developing localised proposals. First, they 
will investigate water usage and likely future needs, then get every practicable proposal on the 
table, and after that determine the best solutions possible.  At every stage, irrigators, councils and 
community stakeholders are involved.  

In the Tablelands, representatives from Mareeba Shire Council, Tablelands Regional Council and 
Cairns Regional Council, along with representatives from agriculture, industry, and other peak 
bodies, are participating actively. 



In the Southern and Darling Downs, the findings on service need were presented to the 
Stakeholder Advisory Group last month, and work is now underway to develop and shortlist 
options for further exploration.  

In the Bundaberg and Burnett region, SunWater has hosted four Stakeholder Advisory Group 
meetings, and a detailed online survey has been released so irrigators can identify future water 
demand. 

In all three regions, future water service demand analyses have been developed already, and 
along with development of options to meet those demands, are under discussion with locals. 

I would like to acknowledge the local council and industry stakeholders who have made the time 
to support this process to date.  The three assessments are getting great support in every region. 

We want to consult thoroughly and get all options on the table so priority projects can be 
considered.  

We can then determine which infrastructure, and non-infrastructure, options will best deliver 
water security and economic growth, suited to each region.  

This investment is further evidence of the government’s commitment to water security across 
Queensland, and we are constantly working to improve water security and bolster economic 
growth by planning for the future.  

Through these planning processes, we are seeing investment in projects now, and important 
planning underway to inform the projects of the future.  

In addition to the Regional Water Assessment process, the department also undertakes several 
other important planning activities.  

Queensland’s catchment-based water planning provides irrigators, industry and communities 
with greater transparency and certainty about Queensland’s water needs and how water is 
managed. 

There are twenty-three water plans across the state, and these plans are reviewed and assessed 
regularly to ensure they remain fit for purpose and that plan outcomes are being achieved. Earlier 
this month, I released the draft Barron Water Plan for public consultation and work is underway 
in relation to other water plans around the state.  

Renewal of water plans is underpinned by the best available science through hydrologic, social, 
economic, cultural and environmental assessments and includes input from stakeholders in our 
local communities. Assessing future demand for, and use of, water resources is a key part of 
developing each plan.  
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 4 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister outline how the Queensland Government assists with making water prices in 
Southeast Queensland affordable for households and businesses? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Queensland Government is committed to ensuring South East Queensland residents and 
businesses continue to have access to clean, affordable and secure water supplies.  
 
That is why the government is continuing to provide relief through the South East Queensland 
Pensioner Water Subsidy Scheme and the state wide Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme.  
 
These subsidy schemes help pensioners to continue to live in their own homes and meet the costs 
of essential services.  
 
The Pensioner Rates Subsidy, paying an estimated $57.4 million in 2021–22, provides up to $200 
per year to eligible pensioner homeowners state-wide.  
 
The South East Queensland Pensioner Water Subsidy, introduced in 2008, provides a maximum 
subsidy of $120 per annum to eligible pensioners. In 2021–22, approximately $19.7 million will 
be made available through this scheme.  
 
These programs are managed through the Department of Seniors, Disability Services and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships. 
 
To be eligible to receive a subsidy, a person must: 

• hold a Queensland Pensioner Concession Card or a Department of Veterans' Affairs Health 
Card (Gold Card); 

• be the owner or life tenant of the property, which is their principal place of residence and 
located in the South East Queensland Water Grid area; and 

• be legally responsible for the payment of local council rates and charges levied on that 
property. 

 
Queensland water entities also have existing measures in place to assist ‘at risk’ customers facing 
financial hardship. This can include the introduction of payment plans or negotiating short-term 



extensions to payment terms. Customers should contact their water service provider for 
assistance. 
 
In addition to these measures, and as announced in June this year, bulk water prices in 
Queensland will rise by less than 20 cents a week, following the Queensland Government’s 
decision to accept recommendations made by the Queensland Competition Authority (the QCA).  
 
Bulk water charges account for around one third of the average household water and sewerage 
bills, with the remainder comprised of costs set by the water service provider. The bulk water 
price is paid by council-controlled water service providers across South-East Queensland. 
 
The price of bulk water will rise by an average of 2.14 per cent per year, over the next four years. 
This is well below the Consumer Price Index and one of the smallest historical increases.  
 
The recommendations made by the QCA, and accepted by the Queensland Government, equate 
to approximately $11 per year increase to the average water bill.  
 
The Queensland Government remains committed to making sure people in South East 
Queensland continue to have a safe and secure water supply.  This essential infrastructure service, 
provided by Seqwater, supports more than 3 million households and businesses in South East 
Queensland.  
 
The approach recommended by the QCA and adopted by the Queensland Government, ensures 
bulk water prices remain reasonable and that Seqwater can continue to invest in maintaining its 
assets and constructing new ones, to ensure the water needs of this growing region are met 
now and into the future.  
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister please advise how the Queensland Government supports irrigators by keeping 
water costs affordable? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
Irrigated agriculture is one of Queensland’s traditional economic strengths. It is a major pillar of 
our economy and provides jobs for regional Queenslanders across the state.  

Supporting this high employment industry is a priority for the Palaszczuk Government particularly 
as we deliver our plan to strengthen the Queensland economy following the COVID-19 pandemic. 

That is why we have invested $81.6 million over the three years from 2021–22 to subsidise 
irrigation prices for 6000 irrigators across the state supplied by Sunwater and Seqwater. 

This investment includes funding to reduce irrigated water prices for horticulture crops by 50 per 
cent and by 15 per cent for all other irrigators.  

The 50 per cent discount to support horticulture irrigators recognises the thousands of harvesting, 
picking, and processing jobs this sector creates and sustains across the state.  

In defining crops eligible for the 50 per cent discount, this government listened to stakeholders 
and defined horticulture in the broadest possible sense to maximise the benefit to irrigators. 

The 15 per cent discount is automatically applied to bills for the 2021–22 to 2023–24 period, and 
irrigators do not have to do anything to access this discount.  

In May 2021, I appointed the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (the QRIDA) 
to administer the horticulture rebate program because they have a long history of providing these 
types of services to Queensland irrigators.  

Applications for the rebate opened in August 2021. I am advised that as at the end of June 2022, 
more than 280 applications had been approved for the rebate, with around $1 million in payments 
made to irrigators so far. 

Irrigators have until December 2024 to make their applications for the horticulture rebate and 
can choose to make application for any part of the three-year period up until applications close.  

On top of the discounted prices to support jobs, this budget maintains a long-standing policy 
which allows prices for many water supply schemes to be below cost recovery levels, even before 



the discounts are applied, including because of our policy not to recover dam safety costs from 
irrigators.  

This government will continue to support irrigators by stimulating jobs growth in this sector. I 
encourage all eligible irrigators to take advantage of the additional 35 per cent rebate through 
QRIDA while these discounts remain in place.  
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THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to page 1 of the SDS – 
Will the Minister provide an update on the Government’s record of investing in water 
infrastructure in Queensland, particularly in regional Queensland following recent 
announcements in the 2022-23 budget? 

ANSWER: 

The Queensland Government has invested more than $3.4 billion in water infrastructure and 
planning since 2015.  

This investment has created more than 2,500 jobs across Queensland, many of these jobs in 
regional areas.  

This includes investments like: 

• the essential works and rebuild at Paradise Dam;
• Rookwood Weir;
• Stages 1 and 2 of the Haughton Pipeline;
• Big Rocks Weir;
• the South West Pipeline;
• the Southern Downs Drought Resilience Package;
• Building our Regions Round 6;
• the Mareeba Dimbulah Supply Scheme Upgrade;
• progressing planning for the dam improvement and investigations into raising of Burdekin

Falls Dam; and
• undertaking three Regional Water Assessments in key food bowl regions across the state

Through the 2022–23 budget, the government has committed to more vital water security 
projects, including: 

• more than $300 million toward the Toowoomba to Warwick Pipeline;
• $107.5 million for Stage 1 of the Cairns Water Security project;
• $40.4 million for the Mount Morgan Pipeline;
• $25.6 million toward the Hughenden Water Bank project; and



• $26 million toward enabling infrastructure for Townsville’s Lansdown Eco-Industrial 
Precinct. 

 
Other important investments in this year’s budget include: 
 

• $24.5 million over 5 years to upgrade a number of Sunwater’s regional recreational areas; 
• $27.8 million to subsidise water delivery to Cloncurry Shire Council via the North West 

Queensland Pipeline to provide an affordable and safe water supply to Cloncurry; 
• $9.3 million toward the Rural Water Futures Program to transform how we deliver 

sustainable water management and ensure Queensland is a digitally enabled, modern and 
responsive manager of its valuable water resources; and 

• continuation of the irrigation water price subsidy for Sunwater and Seqwater customers. 
 
A number of significant investments will also be made in 2022–23 through our state owned water 
businesses. This includes more than $250 million in capital expenditure on projects like: 
 

• planning and early works to return Paradise Dam to its original height; 
• the Burdekin Falls Dam Improvement Project; 
• the Burdekin Falls Dam feasibility investigation into raising the dam wall; 
• the South West Pipeline; 
• the Mount Crosby Flood Resilience Program; and  
• important investments in local water supply infrastructure through both Gladstone Area 

Water Board and Mount Isa Water Board.  
 
All these projects deliver jobs, economic growth, water security and greater opportunities for 
Queensland communities.  

 



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 19 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to ethanol manufacturing – 
Will the Minister please outline how much ethanol has been produced in Queensland annually 
over the last 10 years and what efforts he has made and plans to make to stimulate 
development of this industry? 
 
ANSWER: 

Ethanol is an important chemical for many industrial processes and applications and as a 
renewable biofuel to assist in the state’s transition to net zero emissions.  

The Queensland Government is committed to the production of this important chemical in 
Queensland and is supporting the ongoing production of ethanol in this state through the 
Biofutures 10-Year Roadmap and Action Plan 2016 and the Liquid Fuel Supply Act 1984, which 
requires fuel sellers to sell minimum amounts of sustainable biobased fuel, such as E10. 

As the Liquid Fuel Supply Act 1984 falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Minister for 
Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and Minister for Public Works and Procurement, this question 
should be referred to Minister de Brenni for a response.  



State Development and Regional Industries Committee 

2022 ESTIMATES PRE-HEARING 

QUESTION ON NOTICE 

No. 20 

 

THE STATE DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE ASKED THE MINISTER FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING AND MINISTER FOR WATER – 

QUESTION: 

With reference to the upcoming Flinders River water release, which is being awarded through a 
tender process that is ultimately based on price – 
Will the Minister please explain to young, emerging producers how they can hope to achieve 
equitable access to water so develop their irrigated cropping businesses? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
Existing water licences in the Flinders River catchment total 220,000 megalitres of which more 
than 80 per cent was released under previous sale processes targeting new agricultural 
development. 

In addition to the current release, people wanting access to new volumes of water can seek 
temporary or long-term water supplies from the water market established under the Gulf 
Resource Operations Plan.  

I am advised by the Department of Regional Development, Manufacturing and Water (the 
department) that the current release process uses a market based tender mechanism with a 
confidential reserve price that protects the value of existing water licences and businesses, so the 
market will continue to determine the price it is able to pay for water in this region.  

Use of a market-based mechanism is consistent with the principles agreed to by all jurisdictions 
under the National Water Reform (2004) and consistent with previous releases in other areas of 
Queensland and the Flinders.  

To ensure proponents for agricultural projects can compete fairly in this process, a decision was 
also made to exclude resource projects from the current sale. Within this catchment there is a 
general reserve (to which the current process applies) and a strategic reserve. This is a further 
way the department provides fair access to water for agricultural projects and mining projects.  

An open and transparent tender process is presently underway, and that is the best way to ensure 
access to this water is equitable. The current release of 110,000 megalitres also means that some 
water will remain in reserve for future water needs.  

It is also important to note that the water release process, and decisions in relation to it, are made 
by a departmental decision maker, and not by the Minister for Regional Development and 
Manufacturing and Minister for Water.  



 

 

Documents tabled at hearing – 27 July 2022 
 

 
 

Documents tabled at the hearing – 27 July 2022 

1. Photograph of the 2013 Asia Pacific Cities Summit 

2. Extract, dated 31 May 2022 from the Facebook page of 7News Rockhampton, in 
relation to the boundary review between Livingstone and Rockhampton councils 

3. 
Deloitte Report - The social, financial and economic costs of the 2022 South East 
Queensland Rainfall and Flooding Event, Queensland Reconstruction Authority, June 
2022 

4. Document titled 'Resilient Homes Fund - Registrations of Interest - 26/7/2022 

5. Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning, 
Caboolture West Interim structure plan map 
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Key findings. 
The 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event 
is estimated to have cost $7.7 billion in 
social, financial and economic impacts. 
Figure 1: Cost breakdown for the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event 

58% 

1% 

■ Residential and commercial damage 

■ Lost economic activity 

■ Emergency response costs 

■ Health, social and community impacts 
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3% 

1% 

26% 

■ Public infrastructure damage 

■ Agricultura l production lost 

Fatalities and injuries 

The 707 7 South East Quccnslaml (SEQ) Rc1ir1fJII and Flooding event (the Event) had significant and 
far reaching social, financial and economic costs on the affected population. Overall, these floods 
cciuscc.J a total cost of $7.7 billion to Queensland. taking account both historical tangible costs 
and the NPVof lifelong healtl1 and sociJI costs. These costs have been estimated based on data 
colleneci betwPPn Mcirch and May 20D. 

The largest rnmporwrit of this Wds the 1r1tang1ble health and social costs assouated with the event, 
with a total of 1-4') iJ1llion. The ta1181blc, c.•co11ur11ic costs amounted to approximately $3.1 biilion. 

Residential and commercial damage represents the largest tangible financial cost of the 2022 
SEQ rainfall ar,cl flooding rvent. DarnagC' to property, rnntems and motor vehicles were significant, 
costing approximately '£2 billion. Notably, this figure is made up of estimates for both insured and 
uriinsured losses 

Public infrastructure damage is anothc'r significant cost to SEQ, with extensive road and public 
infr·astruclur-e damage across the affec.tec.J Loecil Government Areas (LGA) Overall, damage to public 
infrc1structure has been estimated to l,e $492 rnillion. 

Lost economic activity was significant across the a"ectcd areas as the floods and rainfall caused 
physical damage to businesses, c1s well as disrupted business operations due to rnad and pub lic 
transport closures. This has been estimated to have cost small businesses a total of $374 million. 

Agricultural production lost has heen estimated to have cost affected LGAs approximately $254 
million. 

Emergency response and clean-up costs covered the costs of a range of operations and support 
run by tlw QuPensland Rernnstruction Authority (QRA), other government Jgencies and nor-for
profit ur g,misations. This included clean-up costs, temporary housing costs and emergency grants 
for affectccl households, costing approximately $65 million in total 

Fatalities and injuries were esti1-r1dted and monetised, resulting in an overall cost of $84 million to 
affected persons and communities. 

Health, social and community impacts were significant given the far reaching and t raumatic 
nature of this event. As such, the toll that the SEQ floods will have on mental health, disease and 
social issuPs are estimatPd to be' lone lasting, and cost approximately $4.4 billion. 





This analysis. 
The 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event ("the event") had - and continues to have - wide
ranging impacts on individua ls, businesses, communities and the economy. The impacts of the 
event are still being assessed, and compounded by successive weather events. 

The purpose of this report is to estimate the socia l, financial and economics impacts of the 
flood using information collected to-date by QRA, in conjunction with other Queensland 
Government agencies. 

The report will be used to understand the magnitude and type of social, financial and economic 
costs associated with the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event This is important for aligning 
the identified impacts to the appropriate lines of functional recovery, which will serve as a tool 
for eva luating existing disaster recovery planning and operations, as well as inform future 
disaster recovery and resilience policy planning (The State Recovery and Resilience Plan) 

The impacts presented in this report are the social, financial and economic costs of the event 
and do not reflect the total impact the event had on Gross State Product 

The report presents: 

• CHAPTER 1 I Background: Provides an overview of event details and the compounding 
impacts of natural disasters. 

• CHAPTER 2 I Overview of Approach: Summarises the scope of analysis and the approach 
adopted in monetising the social and economic impact of the event 

• CHAPTER 3 I Social, Financial and Economic Costs: Presents the socia l, financial and 
economic costs of the event, broken down by damage category. 

• CHAPTER 4 I Regional Impacts: Discusses how the scope and scale of impacts varies by 
region, with case studies for Gympie, Lockyer Valley and Ipswich presented. 

• Appendix I Technical Appendix: Sets out the technical methodology, key assumptions, 
data sources and sensitivity analysis. 

© 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Figure 2: QRA Disaster Funding Activations Map, 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding 

Source: QRA Disaster Funding Activations Map, 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding. 
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Event details. 
From 22 February to 5 April 2022, South East Queens land (SEQ) experienced unprecedented heavy 
rainfalls and maJor flooding. The rainfal l levels experienced in Brisbane sign ificantly exceeded the 
Bureau of Meteorology's (BOM) forecasted maximum between 25 - 27 February. Due to the rapid 

esca lation of the event, there was limited time to prepare. As a comparison, in the 2010-11 SEQ 
flooding event, before the river rose, Brisbane City Council had three days' notice to prepare and to 
assist residents to prepare for the event. 1 

23 LGAs were activated under the joint Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 
(DRFA) in the South East Queensland Rainfall and Flood ing event 21 of these LGAS were also activated 
for measures under DRFAs for other events within the 2021 - 2022 disaster season, with South and 
North Burnett, Gympie and Bunda berg LGAs being active under four events. 2 These disasters have had 
direct and indirect economic and social impacts on individuals, communities and businesses, with 
impacts compounding for those regions that were hit with a new disaster during recovery. Both the up

front costs and the longer term community impacts wil l depend in part on the resilience of the 
community to withstand, respond to and recove r from disaster events. 

Chart 1: BOM forecasted and actual rainfall for Brisbane 
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■ Maximum forecasted ■ Actual Maximum 
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Source: BOM. 1-orccas tC'rl ra infall c1s against the O( !ual avnagP anrl iK tlJ.1f maxim um r.31nfall lof Rr;sb;m p n ry 

1 Bri sbane City Council (2022) . Bri sbane Flood Rev iew 
' QRA (2022). 
~ B1 isbane City Crnmc il (2022). Brisbane Flood Review. 
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I 
Sunday ]71 

Timeline of event3 

Thursday 24 February 2022 
• Ear ly warning alerts - severe 

weather warn ing and creek flood ing 

Friday 25 February 2022 
• Rainfall 216mm (day ave rage), 

Brisbane City 
• Queensland Government requests 

drivers asked to avoid all non
essential travel 

Saturday 26 February 2022 
• Rainfa ll: 195mm (average). Brisbane 

River Flood/Tide Peak 1.81 m (AM) 
1.87m (PM) 

Sunday 27 February 2022 
• Rainfall: 350mm (average). Brisbane 

River Flood/Tide Peak: 3.01 m (AM) 
3.41 m (PM) 

• QLD Premier declares disaster in 
Brisbane - urges SEQ residents to 
stay home. 

Monday 28 February 2022 
• Rainfa ll: 9mm (average). Brisbane 

River Fl oodfTide Peak: 3.85m (AM) 
3.41 m (PM) 

• State and non-state SEQ schoo ls 
were closed across 13 LGAs 

Tuesday 29 February 2022 
• Rainfal l: 1 mm (average). Brisbane 

River Flood/Tide Peak: 3.85m (AM) 
3.41m (PM) 

• Morning high tide restr icted clean-up 
efforts and movement in some areas 

Wednesday 30 February 
• Day 1 of Recove ry and Kerbs ide 

col lecti on 
• Mud Army 2.0 registrations open 

Thursday 3 March 2022 
• QLD Prem ier makes media 

announceme nt for people to 
consider staying at ho:ne for the 
next 24-48 hours due to unstable 
weather co ndit ions. 

• Initial ro ll-out of 100 Mud Army 2.0 
volunteers cancel led due to severe 
storm activity. 

Friday 4 March 2022 
Plan ned deployment of Mud Army 2.0 
postponed du e to seve re sto rm activity. 

Saturday 5 March 2022 
• Mud Army 2.0 deployed 
• QLD and Federal governments 

annou nce fi nancia l su pport package 
for sma ll 

• businesses, fa rmers, not for profits 
and sports/commun ity clubs in SEQ. 

Sunday 6 March 2022 
• ADF coritinue residua! clean up 

works (continu ed until 24 \11arch) 
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Compounding impacts of natural disasters. 

While the impacts of the SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event are estimated and presented in isolation in this report it is important to consider 
these impacts in the context of more frequent natural disasters. 

On 25 May 2022, BOM released a formal record of the event (Special Climate Statement 76). The statement outlined that "in recent decades, 
there has been a trend towards a greater proportion of high-intensity, short-duration rainfall events, especially across northern Australia". 1 

The long term impact of such flooding events is that insurance premiums will rise further for people living in flood prone designated areas.2 

Recent research in Australia found that the consequences of one disaster in Australia often erodes a community's ability to be resilient 
and respond to futu re disasters. Similarly, when disasters hit a region multiple times, this can slow recovery due to already weakened 
support systems and increased vulnerability to future disasters. This was observed in the townships of Charlton and Creswick in Victoria, 
which flooded three times in the space of five months prior to the 2010-11 flooding event (Victoria). The earlier, but smaller, floods were said 
to have eroded community support systems, and contributed to community apathy towards the more destructive 2010-11 flooding event.3 

The recent IPCC report articulates that global vulnerability to climate induced damage is expected to increase, as the frequency of multiple 
climate hazards occurring concurrently increases, which only compounds overall risk for communities. The IPCC highlighted the importance 
of adopting adaptation and resilience strategies to in reduce a country's exposure and vulnerability to these climate change relates impacts.4 

This is increasingly important for a state like Queensland, which is extremely vulnerable to climate change damages and has recently 
experienced a number of intense natural disaster events. The latest update to the Australian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and 
Safer Communities found that as a result of climate change, the cost of natural disasters is growing every year, and will reach $39 billion per 
year by 2050. Queensland is expected to incur the largest increase in natural disaster related costs as a result of climate change 
and accounts for nearly 40% of the growing national cost. 5 

To lessen the impact on Queensland's economy and its people, immediate and strategic investment in adaptation is essential. A recent 
Deloitte Access Economics report found that by investing in adaption and resilience, Australia could avoid $380 billion in worsening 
economic costs from climate change. 6 

The compounding impacts of recent natural disasters in Queensland are acute in some regions. These impacts have been discussed for 
Gym pie, Lockyer Valley and Ipswich case studies on Page 23-24. 

1 The Bureau of Meteorology. (2022). Special Climate Statement 76 - Extreme rainfall and flooding in south-east Queensland and eastern New South Wales, February-March 2022. 
2 Austral1an Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI). (2022) . Brief: Floods and the future for housing insurance. 
3 Gissing, A. et al. (2021 ), Compound natural disasters in Australia: a historical analysis, Environmental Hazards 21 (2)· 159-173 
4 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2022), Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability 
5 Deloitte Access Economics (2021 ), Special Report: Update to the economic costs of natural disasters in Australia. Austrc1lian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and Safe Communities. 
' Deloitte Access Economics (2022). Economic reality check: Adapting Australia for climate-resilient growth 

© 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
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Overview of Social, Financial and Economic Costs. 
In order to estimate the social, financial and economic costs of the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event, Deloitte Access Economics has utilised the following analytical framework 
to categorise and analyse the costs associa ted with the event. This framework has been used to est imate the cost of natural disasters across Australia, including the 2011 flood s in 
Brisbane for QRA in the past. This framework identified two key types of costs - tangible and intangib le. Within these overarching cost categories, specific costs that are relevant 
and significant have been identified. 

Tangible Costs 

Residential and commercial damage 

Insured losses 
(res1dent1al and cornrnerc1a1J 

Uninsured losses 
(res1dent1al and commercial) 

Public infrastructure damage 

Public assets and 1ntra<;t1 ucturP lcw.;c's 

Agricultural damage 

l~ost c1gr 1cultu1 P production 

© 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Lost economic activity 

Business disruption 

Tou,•isrn disruption 

Network damage 

Emergency response and clean up 

E1 nergency resporise 

C ornrne, c1al clean up 

Hrn 1seholrJ evacuation 

Tempo, ary housing costs 

Otlwr rlecin up ( e g., pest control) 

Intangible Costs 

Health Social and community impacts 

Fatalities Family violence 

Injury 
Other intangible costs 

Mental health Crime 

Alcohol misuse Er.iucation dis, uptions 

Chronic disease E:nvironrnental 1mriac:t', 

Key 

■ Financial costs from private asset damage ■ Death and injury 

■ Other financial costs ■ Other social costs 

Items not included in cost estimates 
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Approach. 
To estimate the social, fi nancial and economic costs associated with the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event, the foll owing methodology has been used. Largely, this methodology 

consists of t hree main steps; 1) estimating the cost associated with each cost category, 2) estimat ing any ratios or incidence rates, and then finally 3) summing the financial and 

social costs associated w ith th e event Notably, the fina ncial costs consist of one-off costs, whilst an N PV calculation has been used for social costs given their tend en cy to impa ct 

affected popu lat ions for extended periods. Refer to the Technical Appendix further detail on the approach. 

:he data collection process ran between 20 April 2022 and 12 May 2022. A detailed summary of these sources are provided in the Technica l Appendix. 

Step 1: Estimate financial and social costs of 2022 SEQ floods 

Tl1e first stage of tre approach is to estimate flood-related asset 
losses, other financial costs and social costs . Some costs have been 
provided directly from QRA, such as damage to roads, whilst other 
costs, such as the cost to mental hea lth, have been gathered through a 
literature review. 

Financial costs 

Residential and commercial building 
damage (insured/uninsured) 

Residential and commercial contents 
damage (insured/uninsured) 

Data gaps 

© 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Public infrastructure damage 

Road damage 

Government asset damage 

Water and sewerage damage costs 

Step 2: -~~p.lJ ratios 

The second stage of the ap proach is to find ratios for the financial and social 
costs. Where data gaps exist for fina ncial costs, ratios of insured loss to other 
financial costs have been applied, estimated using similar reference ever1t 
material. For social costs, incidence ra tes are gathered from literatu re, and 
applied in orde r to estimate the additional impact of the natural disaster. 

Additional financial costs 

Clean-up costs (commercial, public 
building, residential, environmental) 

Pest control 

Lost agricultural production 

Lost economic activity 

Temporary housing costs 

Emergency response costs 

Cost of Counter Disaster Operations 

Costs of social impact 

Fatalities 

Injuries 

Mental health impacts 

High-risk alcohol consumption 

Exacerbated chronic disease 

Family violence 

Step 3: Estimate total costs 

The final stage is estimate tota l costs. 

Total cost of 2022 SEQ Floods 

Total cost 

Sum of financial and social costs 
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Summary of costs. 
There are a large range of costs th at are associated with the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Fl ooding event. Some of these have been monetised, whilst others have been discussed qualitati vely in this report. 
Tab le 1 presents a summary of the costs identified and estimated utili sing the fra mework presented on Page 11. 

Table 1 presents: 

Type of cost: whether the cost is tangible or intangible 

, Damage category: the category the identified damage aligns with, based on the framework presented on Page 11 

, Magnitude of impact: quantified estimation of the magnitude of the damage 

Time of impact: time of data collection for the impact, as well as the timelines for the impact 

, Cost: the total estimated monetary cost associated with the damage category 

, Time of cost: ind ica tes whether th e damage is a one-off cost, or if it will continue to have impacts into the future 

Table 1: Summa of Costs 

Type of cost 

Tangible 

Tangib le 

Damage category 

Residential and 
commercial damage 

Public 
infrastructure 
damage 

© 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Magnitude of impact 

• Approximately 18,000 homes and businesses affected, with 10.9% classi fi ed as being severely 
damaged, and 15.1 % classified as being moderately damaged. 
As of April 13, 78,845 property related claims were made to the ICA 

• 11,797 motor vehicles related claims were made to the ICA 
• $1 .38 billion in insured losses according to the ICA 

46.8% ratio of insured to uninsured loss va lue has been estimated 

Around 1,71 8 km of state-controll ed roads closed or restricted. Two roads remain closed for 
major repairs due to significant landslips 
19 Brisbane ferry terminals were damaged, with six requiring major repairs 
The fe rry neet sustained damage, with one sinking 
Estimated $20 million in costs of repairs to ferry terminals 
20,000 households placed an Essential Services Hardship Assistance Grant claim fo r the loss of 
an essential service, such as power 
17 TAFE ca mpuses were forced to close due to damage, with one campu s estimating $200k in 
repair costs 
3,050 repair work orders for social housing properties 

Time of impact 

Data collected between 
March and May. Data 
collection is ongoing 

Data col lected between 
March and May. Data 
collection is ongoing 

cost 

$2.0 b 

$492 m 

Time of cost 

Historical, one-off 

Historical, one-off 
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Summary of costs. 
Table 1: Summary of Costs (cont.) 

Type of cost Damage category 

Tangible Lost economic 
activity 

Tangible Agricultural 
damage 

Tangible Emergency 
response and 
clean-up costs 

Intangible Human, social 
and community 
impacts 

Intangible 

Total 

Other social 
impacts 

Magnitude of impact 

4,579 (97%) respondents to a DESBT Small Business Survey indicated they were impacted by the event 
• Approximately 4,145 employees impacted by the event 

Of the respondents, 62% were forced to close for a period of time 
• Over 3,000 grant applications were made for support for small businesses 

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries has estimated the impact to agricultural production to be 
30% of the total va lue of production 
17 LGAs, and 2,250 primary producers affected 

Evacuation and temporary housing support cost approximately $4 m 
Signifi cant damage to the infrastructure and the environment within the affected LGAs also carries a 
large response and clean-up cost of $42 m 
101,845 emergency response grant claims were made (equating to $18 m in PHAS support) 

Over 500,000 persons estimated to have been affected by the event in some way 
13 fatalities occurred, with almost 200 injuries estimated 
22,000 psychological first aid visits made across the LGAs 
Over 29,000 calls were made to the Community Recovery Hotline for support 
Over 17,000 contacts made at Community Recovery Hubs 
Cost of fatalities and physical injury estimated at $84 m 
Cost of mental health impacts estimated at $1.9 b 
Cost of alcohol misuse estimated at $18 m 

• Cost of chronic disease estimated at $1.7 m 
Cost of family violence estimated at $0.8 m 

QBuild has created 2,971 repair work orders at Education facilities, with 198 being for significant 
damage 
State and non-state schools were closed across 13 LGAs on Monday 28 February 

• Six SEQ schools were closed until the commencement of Term 2 
A total of 1,030 police personnel were deployed to assist flood affected areas 

• A total of 1 O persons on 14 charges were arrested in relation to anti-looting offences 
50 million tonnes of sediment was moved through ca tchments from rain and fiood water 
An estimated 30,000 cubic metres of rubbish was dropped at council tips and recycling centres 

Note: some numbers may not add due to rounding. 

C> 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Time of impact 

Data collected between 
March and May. Data 
collection and impact is 
ongoing 

Value estimated for this 
financial year. Impact is 
ongoing 

Data collected between 
March and May. Data 
collection is ongoing 

Data collected between 
March and May. The 
impact to health and 
communities is ongoing 

Data collected between 
March and May 

Cost 

$324m 

$254m 

$65 m 

$4.5 b 

$7.7b 

Time of cost 

Historical, one-off 

Historical, one-off 

Historical, one-off 

Fatalities and injuries 
are a one off-cost 
Health impacts are 
expected to impact 
affected populations 
over their lifetime 
(see Appendix) 

While not costed, 
social impacts are 
likely to be long 
lasting 
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Residential and Commercial Damage 

Ra infa ll and fl ood events have significant impacts on homes and properties. The damage of flood 
waters and debris carry high costs, and as such residential and commercia l damage represents one of 
the highest costs associated with the 2022 SEQ Ra infal l and Flooding event. 

Across SEQ, approxi mately 18,000 homes and bus inesses were affected by the fl oods, with 10.9% 
classified as be ing severe ly damaged, and 15.1 % class ified as being moderately damaged. As such, as 
of Ap1·il 13, the Insurance Counci l of Austra lia (ICA) repo rted a total of 97,329 claims, with 78,845 claims 
being property related. Overa ll, these claims amount to $1.4 billion in insured residential and 
commercial losses. 

However, this insured value does not reflect the total value of losses sustained by the affected 
population. Many of the affected popu lat ion are likely to be uninsured, or underinsured, meaning that 
the insured loss va lue undervalues the cost of the floods to res idential and commercial properties. 

The long term impact of flooding events of this magnitude is that insurance premiums wi ll rise furth er 
for residents and businesses operating in fl ood prone areas. 1 A report by the ACCC in 2019 found that 
home contents and strata insurance is becoming increas ingly unaffordable in Northern Australia. 2 The 
report found that home and contents insurance premiums in Northern Australia are, on average, more 
than double those in the rest of Austra lia . As a conseq uence, there are high ra tes of non-insurance 
and underinsurance in these areas. Whil e SEQ is outs ide this report's defin it ion of Northern Austra li a, 
it would be fair to assume that the ris ing costs of premiums in SEQ are likely to similarly resu lt in 
higher proportions of non-insurance and underin surance. 

An estimated ratio of insu red losses to uninsured losses developed by Deloitte Access Economics was 
applied to the tota l ICA data. This provided an estimated total uninsured residential and 
commercial loss of $646 million. A sensi tivi ty analysis on this assumption is provided in the 
technica l appendix. 

Combined, the total estimate for residential and commercial damage is $2 billion. 

7 AHURI. (2022). Brief: l loods and the tuture tor housing insurance 
=- ACCC (201 9), High premiums leading to r ise in uninsured hornes in northern AustralicJ. 
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Figure 3: Insured and uninsured loss 

78,845 
residential and 

commercial 
property claims 

$1.36 billion 
in insured residential and 

commercial losses 

11,978 
motor vehicle 

claims 

$646 million 
in uninsured residential 
and commercial losses 

6,506 
"other" claims 
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Public Infrastructure Damage. 
Damage to public infrastructure assets across SEQ was extensive. Data on this damage category was 
relatively limited, with the financial costs of damage to infrastructure such as telecommunications, water 
and sewerage, currently unknown. However, using damage estimates for roads and some government 
assets, it is estimated that the total public infrastructure damage is approximately $492 million. 
Notably, this is likely an underestimation due to the noted data limitations. 

Roads damaged 
Heavy rainfalls and flood waters caused significant damage to state roads across the affected LGAs, with 
1,718 km of state-controlled roads closed or restricted due to damage. Rain-induced landslips also caused 
widespread pavement damage and scouring around bridges and culverts. This required emergency works 
in order to repair these roads and enable them to be used again in a timely manner. Beyond the financial 
cost of repai r, damaged roads also carry large flow-on effects as roads are essential for trade. 

Road damage was only made worse due to the fact that SEQ has experienced 3 major disaster events in 
the past year, wearing away at many of the roads in the region. This has meant that large sections of SE Q's 
network have been closed on numerous occasions over the past year, only working to compound the 
flow-on effects to trade and business operations. As of early-May, two roads remained closed for major 
repairs withi n the Gold Coast hinterland due to significant landslips. 

Ferry terminals 
A total of 19 Council owned ferry terminals were damaged in the floods, with six requiring maJor repairs. 
16 of those terminals withstood substantial structural damage despite inundation and striking from 
debris. The fleet had varying degrees of damage, with 1 ferry sinking. 1 The current estimated cost of 
repairs is $20 million across the terminal network as a whole. Had terminals not been reconstructed in a 
flood resilient form as part of the Flood Recovery Program, the damage (replacement cost) of these 
terminals is estimated to have been in the order of $100 million to $120 million. 2 

The extent of damages led to a suspension of all ferry services which has caused significant impacts to 
patron commute times and convenience and has put additional pressure on roads and other public 
transport systems in absorbing this demand. Some City Cat services recommenced at the end of May, 
however, some terminals remain closed due to ongoing repairs. Data on ferry patronage was not 
provided to Deloitte and therefore the cost of this disruption has not been included in the cost estimates. 

1 8ri:~b.1r1e City Cour1nl (:'022), 20:!2 Brisbone Flood Review. 
Information pmvided by Brisbant: City Council. 3June 2022 Numbers are 1n 2022 dollars. 

- l~uk~,, Eko. Ragh;w Pa nt, Scott Thacker. ancJ Jim W Hall (~019), UndfrsCfmdmg Business Disruption and en.)nom,c losses due w eleccriciry 
failures and flooding. 
.:.Queensland Rail (.20~2), Sun;hine Coosc !ine updare - Severe weather and freighr troin derailment 
:. Data provided by Building Fu11ctional Recovery Group. Received 3 May 2022. 
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Energy infrastructure 
Energy infrastructure suffered extensive damage during the 2022 Rainfall and Flooding event, resulting in 
power outages across the affected LGAs. 

It is estimated the total costs to energy infrastructure attributed to the flooding event are at least $12 
million. In total, over 180,000 customers lost power, and almost 20,000 households put in a Essential 
Services Hardship Assistance Grant claim, which is related to the loss of an essential service, such as 
power, fo r more than five days. This indicates that around 20,000 households were without power, or 
another essential service, for more than five days during the event. Many more would have been without 
power for a shorter time period. 

The loss of power, in itself, incurs economic and social costs as affected households are forced to find 
other lodgings to wait out the power outage, or live without power fo r several days. Businesses impacted 
by the power outages would have also experienced significant costs, with the majority forced to close until 
power returned. 3 

Other public infrastructure 
Railways were not as severely damaged during this flooding event as in previous events. However, heavy 
rainfall and flooding caused water over the tracks in several locations across SEQ, and caused the 
derailment of a thi rd -party freight train near Gympie. No serious injuries were sustained, but this incurred 
significant repair costs and disrupted travel along this line for an extended period. 4 

Further, rainfall and flooding across the regions also damaged and caused the closure of 17 TAFE 
campuses. Training in these campuses was suspended for up to two weeks, and many defaulted to online 
training. Those that did default to online, however, still incurred a cost given that students were unable to 
access essential equipment located on the campuses. While the financial costs of repair have not been 
fully accounted for at this stage, one TAFE campus has quoted $200,000 in repair costs due to flooding 
and water damage. 

Finally, social housing was also impacted by the rainfall and flood s, with QBuild reporting 3,050 repair wo rk 
orders for social housing properties, where 32 of these related to significant damage. Not only does this 
carry an economic cost, but it also has social implications for persons displaced from these homes whilst 
repairs are undertaken. 5 
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Figure 4: Lost Economic Activity
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’ Davlasheridze, Merl and Pinar C Geylani (2017), Small business vulnerability to floods and the effects of disaster loans 
Small Business Economics 49(4): 865-888

Natural disasters can be incredibly costly to small businesses in terms of lost economic activity. Not only 
did the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event cause significant direct damage to small businesses' 
premises, stock and equipment, but the disruptions caused by road closures resulted in significant losses 
to businesses. Furthermore, small businesses are often more vulnerable to the costs of natural disasters 
than larger businesses, as they are often less adaptable and less likely to have insurance to cover 
disruptions.

62% of small business 
survey respondents 
were closed for a 
period of time due 
to the floods

CLOSED

As of 27 April 2022, 4,709 small businesses responded to the Small Business Survey, conducted by the 
Department of Employment, Small Business and Training (DESBT), with 4,579 (or 97%) of respondents 
indicating that they were impacted by the floods. 4,473 of these respondents also provided an estimated 
damage amount, resulting in a total estimated damage total of $324 million.

Beyond monetary damage, many respondents indicated that they had workforce issues due to the flood. 
An estimated total of 4,145 employees directly impacted due to forced closures.

The damage sustained due to the floods, and the disruption caused, resulted in a significant number of 
business closures for extended periods. Of the survey respondents, 62% were closed for a period of time 
due to the floods. Over 60% were closed between 1 day to 2 weeks, and almost 40% were closed for over 
2 weeks. 23 businesses had to permanently close.

Outside of closures, 82% of respondents indicated that the floods had impacted on their trading due to 
disruption or closure. The next largest impact noted among survey respondents was damage to 
equipment (37%) and damage to premises (35%).

A number of support grants were provided to businesses in order to assist emergency repairs and 
provide support for small businesses and primary producers. Over 3,000 grant applications were made, 
and as of 29 April 2022, the value approved was over $18 million.

Notably, this does not capture all the costs and impacts experienced by businesses. Not all affected 
businesses will have responded to this survey at the time of this report, nor does it account for impacts to 
larger businesses. As such, it would be fair to assume this is an underestimate of the financial costs to 
businesses.

Lost Economic Activity.

An estimated I
4,145 workers !
directly impacted ;
due to forced closures. ; 

I
1

A Noosa cafe owner submitted the following 
picture (right) to Healthy Land and Water, 
showing how flooding impacted many SEQ 
businesses.
The owner said that they had to close the cafe 
on Saturday and Sunday due to the rain. They 
were able to open on Monday to Thursday, but 
no one could access the cafe due to road 
closure. Subsequently, the cafe wasn't 
operating until the Friday (25 February), 
resulting in 6 days of lost trade.
Source: HLW2O22 Hood Irnpari Map
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Agriculture damage
The heavy rain and flash flooding significantly impacted the agriculture sector across 17 LGAs. The estimated 2,250 affected primary 
producers experienced a range of impacts, such as loss offences, impacts to infrastructure and supply chains, lost cattle, devaluation of 
crops, increased freight costs and severe erosion and soil loss.''

Many of the affected SEQ primary producers have been hit by multiple disasters in a short period of time are struggling to recover from 
continued losses.

impacted
primary 

producers

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, industry groups and local governments estimate that the impact of the event is cumulatively 
around 30% percent of the total value of production - around $253.5 million for this financial year.

Lockyer Valley Farmer Impacts

A Lockyer Valley Farmer submitted the following picture (right) to 
Healthy Land and Water, showing how flooding impacted many SEQ 
primary producers.

Around 500mm of flood water washed over the site and as a 
consequence the material applied was washed away and the area 
remained waterlogged, impacting pasture growth for the dairy herd
Source: HLW 2022 Flood Impact Map

17
affected 

LGAs

' ♦

*

Agricultural Damage.
Figure 5: Agriculture Damage

...................... .................

«

’ Queensland Government Media statement (2022) Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries and Minister for Rural Communities, The Honourable Mark 
Furner. Published 5 May 2022.
2 Information and data provided by the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. As at 5 May 2022.
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Emergency Response and Clean-Up. 
There are a la rge range of emergency response and clean-up costs associated with any natural 
disaster. The 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event occurred suddenly, and affected a wide 
area in a short period of time. As such, there were significant evacuation and emergency 
response costs associated with it 

The rainfall and flooding event also created significant clean-up costs, as it caused damage to 
residential, commercial and public bui ld ings, as well as covering large areas of SEQ in mud and 
debris. Furthermore, the flood water caused significant damage to the environment, requiring 
large sca le environmental clean-up efforts as well. 

Overall , the costs associated with emergency response and clean-up are estimated to be 
almost $65 million. 

Figure 6: Emergency response and clean-up cost by cost type 

■ Evauat1on and housing support 

■ Emergency clean-up costs 

■ Emergency response grants (PHAS) 
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Evacuation and housing support 

As flood waters spread across SEQ, many people needed to be evacuated and rescued from 
their homes. Further, the floods left many homes uninhabitable, resulting in a high need for 
housing support across the LGAs. Combined, this cost was estimated to be $4 million . 

Emergency clean up-costs 

The damage to property and contents, and the debris and mud spread across affected areas 
incurred clean-up costs. Not only did individual properties need to be cleaned, but large areas 
of roads and pathways were left unusable due to mud and debris. For example, sections of 
Brisbane's Riverwalk remained cl osed for weeks post th e floodi ng event, disrupting pedestrians 
and cyclists who regularly use this. Given its high usage, a secti on of Coronation Drive was 
delegated for bike only use, creating additional traffic pressure on usua lly heavily congested 
road. 

Beyond this, the floods also resulted in significant damage to the envi ronment within SEQ. 
Riverine damage was extensive, resultirig in the request for $23 million to support riverine 
recovery. Emergency conservation and biodiversity initiatives have also been implemented, 
costing over $4 million. 

Emergency clean-up represented the largest of the emergency response and cl ean-up costs, 
with an estimated cost of $42 million. This estimate includes residential and commercial clean
up costs focusing on clean-up, removal and disposal of flood -re la ted debris and environmental 
clean-up costs. 

Emergency response grants (PHAS) 

A number of financ ial assistance grams have beer given out to the affected popu lation in order 
to alleviate personal hardship and distress suffered as a result of the SEQ floods. These 
included grants to support households who were affected by the loss of essentia l services, such 
as power, as well as those direct ly affected by the fl oods. Across the LGAs, a total of 101,845 
PHAS recovery grant claims were made, with the approved claims equating to $18 mill ion in 
support so far. This has assisted a total of 93,710 people affected by the flood. 
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Human, Social and Community Impacts. 

The 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event is estimated to have numerous direct and indirect 
health and social impacts on affected communities. Natural disasters can lead to fatalities and 
inJuries, and the traumatic nature of these events can lead to long-standing impacts on mental 
and physical health (see Appendix for further detail on aver age life expectancy). Not all of these 
impacts can be monetised, however, given their intangible nature. As such on ly selected impacts 
have been monetised to estimate the total social cost. 

With over 500,000 persons estimated to have been affected by the floods (according to ABS 
population data for suburbs activated for Personal Hardship Assistance) the social and health 
impacts are estimated to cost $4.5 billion. As such, Deloitte Access Economics estimates that the 
social costs of this natural disaster are approximately 1.4 times the direct financial costs. Given 
that the affected population data used relates only to suburbs activated for Personal Hardship 
Assistance, Deloitte Access Economics recognises this may be a conservative estimate. 

Fatalities and injuries 
During the event, 13 fatalities occurred and it has been estimated almost 200 injuries were 
suffered across the affected communities. The economic costs of these incidents have been 
estimated using the value of statistical life from the Office of Best Practice Regulation, which 
considers the lifetime cost of deaths and the effect of injuries on life quality. Applying this cost to 
the estimated prevalence of fataliti es and injuries provides an approximate cost of $84 million. 

Figure 7: Social cost by peril type ($bn) 

7022 SEQ Floods 

$1 

■ Facality 

■ Mental health (psychologica l d istress) 

■ Chronic disease 
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■ Physica l 1nJury 

Alcohol misuse 

■ Family violence 
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Alcohol misuse 

Exposure to natural disasters can lead to risky levels of alcohol consumptions, which in turn can 
have significant negative impacts on the life of affected populations. 

Chronic disease 

Natural disasters can exacerbate or induce chronic disease in affected populations. This can be 
caused by illness or inJury sustained during the disaster, or from being separated from medicine 
due to road closures or other disruptions. 1 As such, this report has estimated the additional impact 
of natural disasters on diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and stroke. 

Family violence 

The traumatic and high stress nature of natural disasters is corre lated with an increase in domestic 
and fami ly violence. Thus, this increase carries significant health and social costs for affected 
populations and communities. 

Mental health 

During the rainfall and flooding event, over 22,000 psychological first aid visits were made across 
the LGAs to support affected populations in the aftermath of the event 

Natural disasters can have a heavy toll on mental health, often inducing grief, post traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety and depression The traumatic experience of the event and the loss of 
belongings, property, or loved ones, thus, has significant health and social costs associated with it 2 

Th is report quantifies the impact of natural disasters on mental health as the estimated additional 
incidence of reported psychological distress across the affected population. 

Overa ll, the health and social costs are sign ificant with over 39,000 ca lls made to the Community 
Recovery hotline for recovery support, and over 17,000 contacts made at Community Recovery 
Hubs. Across the social and health impacts monetised, it is estimated that the total health and 
social cost is approximately $4.5 billion. 

1 Miller, A. and Bonnie Arquilla (2012), O ironic D,seasr and Naruro/ Hazards· Impact of Disasters on Diabetic, Nena/ and Cardiac Patients 
Prehospital and Disaster Medicine 23(2) 185 194 

:! Makwana. N. (2019), Oisoscer and irs impact on mental heolrh: A narrmive review, journal of Family Med icine and Primary Care 
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Human, Socia l and Community Impacts. 
Healthy Land and Water impact tool - 2022 SEQ flooding 

1 Or1ta r,r ovlded by Build lr g Functional Recovery Group. Received 3 May 2022 . 

Due to data lim1tot1om, rhese impocrs were nor monetised and included in rhe social, fmonc:o! and economic cosr 0stir"lotes. 

Education disruption 
QBui ld has created 2,971 repair work orders at Education facilities; 198 of these are for significant damage. A 
total of 613 Education facilit ies were impacted. 1 

On Monday 28 February, state and non-state SEQ schools were closed across ·13 LGAs. Although the schooling 
system has the ability to qu ickly deliver at-home school ing after COVID-19 lockdowns, this still caused disruption 
to students' education. Further, 6 SEQ schools were closed until the commencement ofTerm 2.2 

A 2020 OECD study revealed that stu dents affected by school cl osu res (due to COVI D-19 lockdowns) may 
receive 3% lower income over their entire lifetimes - amount ing to 1.5% lower annua l GDP for the remainder of 
the century.3 Although the school closures in the 2022 SEQ Floods were minor in comparison to t he education 
disruption of the 2020 lockdowns, the resea rch ind icates that schoo l closures ca rry a econom ic cost.3 

Crime 
The Queensland Police Service commenced Operation Uniform Nash on 1 March 2022 with a focus on 
preventing and disrupt ing crime-related offences relat ing to the 2022 SEQ Rainfa ll and Flooding event A total of 
1,030 police personnel were deployed to provide assistance to fiood affected areas, consisti ng of 9,270 patrol 
hours. By its closure on 10 March 2022, a total of 10 persons, on 14 charges, were arrested in relation to anti
looting offences.4 

Environmental damage 
Heavy rainfal ls and flood waters caused extensive degradation of waterways incl ud ing riparian areas, riverine 
ecosystems, species habitat and productive agr icu ltural lands. An est imated 50 mi llion to nnes of sediment 
moved through catchments from ra in and flood water, with 1-5 tonnes of sed iment potentia lly impacting 
Moreton Bay. The nutrient concentrations in water have been found to be substantially higher than 2011 fl ood 
levels. The access water caused the further spread of invasive species includ ing weeds, fera l pigs and mosqu ito 
borne disease e.g. Japanese Encephalit is. The costs associated with pest and disease clean-up is captured on 
Page19.5 

The flow of water carried years' worth of landfi ll into Queensland water ways. Brisbane City Council estimated 
that 30,000 cub ic metres of rubbish was dropped at council t ips and recycling centres .6 

' Queensland Government Med ia Statement (202 2). Minister for Education, Minister for Industrial Relations and Minister for Racing Tr,e Honourable Grace Grace. Published 27 Feb ruary 2022 . 
'Hanushek, E. A, & Woessma nn, L. {20 20). The economic impacts of lea rn ing losses. 
, Da:a provided Queensland Police Service. Received 6 May 2022. 
s Data provided by the Queensland Department of Environment and Science. Received 11 May 2022. 
6Adrian Schrinner Lord Mayor of Brisbane Statement (2022). htrn,;·//www rhef'uarrl1ar , cm ,dll ,1r;i[1.:i-npw-/202tlmar/Ql)Jqld•r1n(j-r1,c,w-1loud.., re:-...tte mIBH11 . .t1!_1~.....uf wa·!tP ~md •,p.HI, rnv11or~111P1H 11,:;ncl verrr 1n-fear 
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Regional impacts. 
Overview 
RecenL AHURI research states that 66 per cent of people consider the impact of flooding as an 
important determinate as whether to move to a regional city. As such, the event may impact 
people's perception of liveability in moving to regional citi es and towns with in SEQ.1 

The impact of the 2022 South East Queensland Rain fal l and Flooding Event was significant for all 
SEQ regions, with the scope and sca le of these impacts differing among the characteristics of each 
LGA. One approach to understand ing these regiona l impacts is to distingui sh between different 
types of regions 

Built up 
residential areas 

Built up 
commercial areas 

Agriculture areas 

Built up residential areas are dense ly popu lated, meaning that the majority of ra infa ll and flood ing 
impacts re late to residential housing, pub lic infrastructure and mental heath impacts (d riven by the 
density of popu lation). In contrast, the impacts in bu il t up commercial areas (i.e. CBDs) largely 
pertai n to reduced economic activity, damaged commercial infrastructure, loss of stock and public 
infrastructu1-e damage. There are some suburbs (e.g. Brisbane Ci ty) that can be categorised both 
as built up res idential and commercia l, while some LGAs encapsulate all three categories (e.g. 
Gympie is high ly commercial in the centre, with residential pockets and agriculture areas 
surro und ing the city.) 

Agricu lture areas, such as the Lockyer Va lley, incu rred significant impacts relating to the agriculture 
industry, which dominates the regiona l economy. The ra infa ll and flood impact largely re lated to 
losses in agricu lture production and damage to agriculture infrastructure. 

These impacts are discussed throJgh case studies for Gympie, Ipswich and Lockyer Va lley. 

1 A· IURI (2022) Grief: Floods and l he future io r hous1nf, insurance 
2 https l/www alx nel.au/news/2022-05- 13/qld wct-wc.:i thcr heavy- rain- flash· flood1ng-bom-wam1ng11 mo& 1852 
1 Gymp1e Regional Council (2022). Local Recovery Plcm 
4 h ttps//gyr--ip1etoday com au/rural/2022103/1 0/lianh.-tc-helµ- flooded -fai 11 1er ,;,/ 
S. /1 ltp~ //www c1l:c.. 1,et .du/:1ew:;/2022-03-28tgymµ e-f,cod- rec.. uvery-r es1dents-homeiess- ;;i 111d-lloL s rg-shorl age/1 00938470 
6 "ltt ps./ /www c::iunermaI l.rnm.au/rews/q uer.ns!and/gyrip1c/'1olvn mcJts-say• g}'1MpIe •.ood-losses-cou Id-be-1 5n' 1,, e•Ns-s7oryt8e40d5c 187dddb52420f:J2db9b426890 
7 , u µs/ /vrww.,:;Uu 1t:1 t .au/:iews/2022-03-1 D/call s-to-relccate-gyrnp1 e-cbd-af Le r- latest • flooci/ I 00898230 
8 Gympie Regional Council (2022) _ocal Recove ')1 Pan. _ 
9. '11! pc; / /w1N'N IY1sbanet1me,;.corri aU/~at 1onal/q-Jeens anci/greairr-brio;bane- <Jsked-to-s,;ve-water-2.s-gymp1P-a sse'.:.se~-flood-damage-202] OS 1 S-p :-ialPq. htrrl 
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Gympie 
The 2022 South East Queensland Rainfall and Flooding Event was the worst flood ing event that 
Gympie has experienced in over a cen:ury During the evert, the Mary River reached 23m (the 
highest level since 1893) and floodwaters inundated 800 properties. 2 

On 26 February 2022, an evacuation order was mcJde for the area oF Gympie as li te -t l~reatening 
floods continued to inundate the 1·egion. Durirg the evrnt, Over 460 residents were 
acco mmodated across four evacuation centres.3 Despite extens ive recovery efforts, hundreds 
of residents and remained displaced a month after th e floods, with some homeless. 4 

The impacts to the Gym pie region are diverse and wid e ranging. Primary producers suffered a 
loss of pastu re, crops and topsoil as well as impacts on livestock and damage to stored inputs. s 

Nolan Meats, a family-owned company in the regi on, rstimated that the cost of flood damage 
and stock loss hit at around $15 million. 6 

Businesses in the Gympie CBD were also severe ly impacted, with water levels reach ing the 
ceiling of some businesses. The event compo '...l nded the economic impacts of COVID-19 and 
recent natural disasters for businesses in the area. One Mary Street business owner indicated 
that they would not reopen after the event, after servicing the community for over 24 years. 7 

When businesses close rather than recover, there are long-lasting community impacts that 
ca rry a significant cost to the region. In addition, several not for profit retai l shops were 
inundated by floods (e.g. Little Haven Pall iative Care Market Place, Neighbours Aid Gym pie Op 
Shop, RSPCA Op Shop) with resultant revenue loss. 

It has been observed within the commJnity that the psychologica l distress and anxiety o' the 
floods wei-e compounded by menta l health impacts of COVID and previous bushfires and 
drought in region. 8 

In the midst of recovery, Gyrrpie has once again been hit by flooding. On Sunday, 15 May, 
Gympie was cut off after the town was inundated by f loodwater and the Mary River reached 
1 5.56 metres. Th is is the third major flood ing event for the town in five months, with cumulative 
impacts being observed among local businesses and community groups. 9 As the region 
continues to be impacted by natural disasters, it loses its resi lience to future stocks, extending 
recovery and compounding impacts to the region. 
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Regional impacts. 
Ipswich 
Ipswich is the fastest growing ci ty in Queensland, but its residents endured significant damages 
in the 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event. Between February 25 and 28, Ipswich received 
682mm of rain, and the 224mm recorded on February 26 was the highest daily total since 
1974.1 The onslaught caused the Bremer River to rise to 16.72m, eclipsed only by the 
respective 1974 and 2011 peaks of 20.7m and 19.4m. 

Currently, Ipswich is characterised by a highly constrained housing market, with vacancy rates 
as low as 1 % in some areas. This is largely due to the growing population, but is also related to 
the past Halloween Hailstorm in 2020, which impacted over 1,700 homes, displacing many 
residents and resulting in many of those homes still under repair to this day. As such, previous 
natural disasters have compounded the cost of this rainfall and flooding event and exacerbated 
the area's housing crisis. 

The 2022 SEQ Rainfall and Flooding event affected the Ipswich area in a broad range of ways. 
Costs were widespread, with over 500 houses and over 300 businesses damaged. 2 In heavily 
affected areas, like Goodna, previous floods made some properties uninsurable, compounding 
the cost of the 2022 SEQ fl ooding for these residents. Not only were property physically 
damaged, but the event also had severe impacts on mental and physical health, businesses, 
and the environment. Specifical ly, some of the impacts noted in the local recovery plan include: 

• Resupply access to essential food, medical supplies and fuel as a result of road and business 
closures 

• Psychosocial impacts on community as a result of evacuations and requirement for 
temporary accommodation due to inundation 

• Roughly 250-300 businesses impacted to varying degrees 

Flood debris moving through the river catchment impacted water quality 

• 95 council-control led roads were closed across Ipswich 

1 Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) (2022), Daily rainfall: Ipsw ich Al ert 
http I lwww _born.gov .a uljspl nc clcd iolweathe rDa ta/ av?p nee O bsCode = 1 36&p _display_ type=dai lyDa ta File & p _startYear= &p _ c =& p _stn_n u 
m=040837 
' City of Ipswi ch (2022), Interim Local Recovery Plan: Flood Event February 2022 
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Lockyer Valley 
The Lockye1 Valley is known as a 'food bowl' for its cultivation of various grains, vegetables and 
breeds of livestock. Its low-lying areas were significantly damaged during the 2022 SEQ floods. 
Gatton, a central town in the region, recorded its highest ever daily rainfall total of 302mm on 
February 26. Total rainfall between February 25 and 28 amounted to 531 mm. 3 

Rainfall and floodwaters caused an estimated $5 million in damage to critical roads in the area. 
Further, over 100 homes suffered damage, and the disruption had broad negative effects on 
primary producers. Waste and weeds washed onto produce has affected their quality, 
deceased livestock or been misplaced, and flood debris has damaged farm infrastructure like 
unpaved roads and fences. 4 

These are expected to have delayed consequences come harvest season that will exacerbate 
the long-term cost of flooding for the Lockyer Valley region. As an example, due to the rainfall 
and flooding event, lettuce crops were ruined across some farms, whilst other fa rmers weren't 
able to fertilise their crops. This has constrained lettuce supply in SEQ and drastically increased 
the cost of lettuce. 5 

The impacts of the floods on Lockyer Valley were varied, some of the impacts specifically noted 
in the local recovery plan include: 

• Cumulative psychological impacts on the community, businesses and agricultural industry, 
due to COVI D-19, bushfires, drought and major flooding events which have occurred in 
2011, 2013, 2017 and now in 2022. 

• Small businesses and primary producers sustained damage, disruptions and financial losses 

• Damage to ecosystems within the creek catchments, as well as soil erosion and sedil"l;ent 
build up 

• 70% of the unsealed road network needs repair work 

• Rail line was damaged, with lines disrupted 

3 Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) (2022), Daily rainfall : Gympie Alert 
http://www. born .gov .auljsp/ncc/cd iolweathe rDa ta/ av ?p_nccObsCode= 1 36&p _ d ,splay _type=da i ly Data Fi le&p _sta rtYear= &p _c-&p _stn nu 
m=040993 
' Lockyer Valley Regional Council (2022), February 2022 Flood Recovery Plan 
5 Read, Michael (2022), Ti p of the iceberg: why lettuce could get even more pricey 
https:1lwww.afr. com/po licy/economy/t1p-of-the-ic eberg-why-lettuc e-could -get -ever-more-pricey-20 220 509-p Sa jos 
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Technical Methodology. 
Overview 
The methodology utilised in this paper is aligned to methodologies used by Deloitte Access 
Economics in previous costings of natural disasters. Specifically, the approach taken has drawn 
on the following reports: 

• A BTE 2001 1 report which developed a framework for estimating the economic cost of 
natural disasters. This report has become a standard piece of literatu re to inform 
approaches and methodologies in costing natural disasters. 

• 

• 

Deloitte Access Economics'2 report commissioned by the Australi an Business 
Roundtable to estimate the economic cost of the social impact of natural disasters. This 
report revised the BTE framework to enable the estimation of broader, longer-term social 
costs of natural disasters, including impacts on hea lth and wellbeing. 

Deloitte Access Economics'3 report which uti lised this estab li shed methodology and 
applied it to the Monsoon Trough in 2019. This report utilised a bottom-up approach to 
costing the disaster, whilst also applying the ratios developed in previous reports to fill in 
data gaps. 

This approach has been refined and va lidated over time, and has now been applied to 2022 
SEQ floods in order to estimate the tangible and intangible costs associated with the flood 
disaster. These are defined as follows: 

• Intangible costs are the direct and indirect impacts that cannot be easily monetised. 

• 

These can include the social costs associated with fatality, injury, and disease. These costs 
tend to persist over a person's lifetime. 

Tangible costs are the direct and indirect impacts that are easily monetised. These costs 
are often one-off costs that are associated with the natural disaster being investigated. 
These can include the financial costs associated with infrastructure damage, contents 
damage, business disruption and clean-up costs. 

See Figure 8 for an overview of the costs included in this estimation. 

1 □ureau of Transpo rt Economics (2001 ), Economic costs of natural disasters in Austral,o. 
2 Deloitte Access Economics (20161 , The economic cast of 1he social impacr of nocural disasrers. 
3 Deloitt e Access Economics (2019), The social and economic cost of the North and Far North Queensland Monsoon Trough. 

10 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 

Figure 8: Monetised costs in t his report 

Lost agricultural productlen 

Emergency response and clean-up 

Health, social and community impacts 
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Technical Methodology. 
Assumptions and methodology 
Population 
This report has considered the social impact of the SEQ flooding event to 15 impacted LGAs. 
For each LGA, suburbs within have been identi fied as either being not affected, or partially, or 
fully activated for Persona l Hardship Assistance LGAs that have been fully activated have had 
ABS 2020 population data assumed to be equal to affected population. For LGA's that are only 
parti ally activated, ABS 2016 suburb data has been collected and a growth rate appl ied to 
estimate their 2020 population. 

A small number of suburbs within the LGAs were identified as being partially activated. Given 
the relatively smal l populati on in these suburbs, and the lack of data on the proportion of 
population that was affected, it was assumed that the entire suburb should be included in the 
affected popu lation. 

Estimating the incidence of social impacts 

The incidence of social impacts included in th is cost estimate was largely determined through a 
literature review. Through this literature review, the following social impacts were identified as 
having sufficient evidence to be quantified 

• Fatalities and physica l injury 

• Mental hea lth issues 

• Alcohol misuse 

• Chron ic disease 

• Family violence 

Notably, there was no published figures on injuries sustained in the 2022 SEQ floods. As such, 
injures incurred during the 2011 floods was used as a proxy, sca led by the number of houses 
affected in each disaster. 

~ 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Delo itte Touche Tohmatsu 

Incidence rates were derived from literature, alongside the addit iona l impact caused by the 
natural disaster. Evidence also suggests that the incider ce of social impacts due to natural 
disasters drops off slowly after the event occurs. As such, the incidence rate is appl ied ful ly in 
the first year, and then drops by one-third every year, to 5% of the rate by the fourth year post
disaster. This reflects the spike in soc ial impacts associated with the event but also evidence 
that after this spike, most people will recover over the medium- to long- term. It is important to 
note, however, that not everyone will ever recover from a traumatic event, such as the floods, 
as such it is assumed that a small proportion of people will experience life -long impacts. 

These life-long impacts are estimated using the average remaining life expectancy for the 
affected population, split by Adu lt Male (32), Adult Female (285), Ch ild Male (72) and Ch ild 
Female (76.5) This ca lculation ut ilised ABS life tables of remaining life expectancy at each age. 

Beyond literature research, Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) 
survey data was also uti lised to find incidence rates for certain social impacts. Th is was derived 
from a 2017 difference-in-difference of HILDA data used in the DAE report commissioned for 
the ABR, and it was assumed that the impact of floods on these social impacts is unl ikely to 
have changed significantly from when this analysis was last conducted. The incidence rates 
derived from this analysis was compared between those who experienced a natural disaster 
and those who did not to identify the additional incidence of those impacts caused by natura l 
disasters. 

Estimating the unit cost of social impacts 

A literature review was also utilised to identify the associated un it cost of each of the social 
impacts quantified. Each unit cost was indexed to 2022 dollars, and multipl ied by the incidence 
of social impacts. 

In some cases, a unit cost could not be found, however, the literature review was able to 
identify the proportion of the total costs for each outcome that could be attributed to each of 
the cost categories. Th is largely involved identifying studies that had investigated a larger 
population level, and the cost by each category identified was then divided by the total cost to 
determine the proportion. This proportion was t hen applied to the total costs of each outcome. 
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Techn ical Methodology. 
Assumptions and methodology (cont.) 
Estimating the tangible costs 
Most tangible costs have been estimated by local councils, government agencies and QRA, and 
then passed onto Deloitte Access Economics and included in this report. However, there were 
data gaps that remained that cou ld not be fi lled through reported data, given how closely this 
report has followed the natural disaster event. As such, where primary data from the client 
could not be used to form the tangible financial costs, these costs were estimated using the 
methodology from Building our Nation's Resilience to Natural Disasters, which ca lculates a number 
of costs to insured losses ratios. 

Given that total insured losses was able to be obtained from QRA, this report utilised previous 
rati os estimated for the 2010-11 floods and applied them to financial cost categories with data 
gaps. These ratios can be seen in Table 2. 

Table 2: Tangible cost estimates for 2010-11 Queensland Floods 

% of total cost $m (2011) 

Insured 47.9 $1,266 

Uninsured 22.4 $593 

Cat B 26.3 $696 

Agricultural product ion losses 0.0 $0.04 

Evacuated 0.0 $0.09 

Homeless 0.6 $16 

Homes - damaged 0.2 $6 

Commercial - damaged 0.0 $1 

Emergency response costs 2.5 $65 

Total 100 $2,644 

Source: Deloitte Access Economics. The Economic cost of the socia l impact of nat11ral dis,1siers (701 GI 

(Cl 2022 Deloitte Access Economics. Deloitt e Touche Tohmatsu 

Data limitations 

This report largely draws upon information supplied by the QRA on the known impact of the 
disaster fo llowing the event. This data was, in turn, provided to QRA by several Functional 
Recovery Groups involved in response and recovery activities. This report was construGed in a 
relatively short-ti me frame after the event, and as such data is still being collected and the full 
impact is still being discovered (as an example, it can take up to three years for insurance 
claims to be collected on a particu lar disaster event). 

As such, the social and economic cost estimate derived in this report is based on avai lable data 
and informati on at the time of writing as at May 13 2022. This is likely a conservative estimate 
given data limitations, and as such, additional data is expected to most likely increase this 
estimate. 

Furthermore, costs included in this report shou ld not be considered as a 'total cost' 
assessment. Some of the costs estimated are temporary one-off costs, such as clean-up costs, 
whi lst others are likely to have long-lasting impacts on affected populations, such as mental 
health and chron ic disease. A cost-benefit analysis has not been undertaken to account for the 
t iming and duration of identified impacts. 



Resilient Homes Fund 

Registrations of Interest - 26/7/2022 ~ r~t 
I .. 

I LGA Raise Resilient -Unsure Voluntary Total 
I rebuild buy-back 
I 
IBRISBANE CITY COUNCIL 888 866 342 159 2255 

l~uND~BERG ·RE~IONAL couNCIL 9 11 2 2 24 

ICENTRAL HIGHLANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL 1 1 

IFRASER COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL 22 16 18 10 66 
I 

. 

a<,LADSTON~ R~GIONAL_CO_UNCI-L 4 · 3 7 

IGOLD COAST ~ITV C?UNCIL . 34 72 20 4 130 

~OONDIWINDI-REGIONAL COUNCIL 2 7 - 1 -1 11 I - . - .- . . - . 
·-IGYMPIE REGIONAL COUNCIL° 58.· 43 25 26 152 

l1PS~ICH CITY COUNCIL 81 92 83 148 404 

IISAAC REGIONAL cour,c1L 1 . 1 

ILOCKYER VALLEY REGIONAL COUNCIL 21 17 15 23, 76 
I 
ILOGAN CITY COUNCIL · 20 55 36 17 .128 

IMORETON BAY REGIONAL ~OUNClL 57 152 70 29 308 

INOOSA SHIRE COUNCIL 5 21 ·5 1 32 
I . . 
I.NORTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL 7 1 1 2 11 

IREDLANDCl"fY <;:OUNC~L-. . . 5 23 2 30 

IROC~H~MPTON REGiONAL ~OUNCIL 4 1 5 

lsCENIC RIM REGIONAL COUNCIL·. 1 3 1 5 
I 
l50MERSET REGIONAL COUNCIL · 10 17 s ." 5 37 

~OUTH BURNE"h: Rl:~Jo'NAL COUNC,IL 2 2 4 

ISOUTHfRN DOWNS REGl~NAL COUNCIL 3 3 3 2 11 

ISUNSHlNE COAST REGIONAL COUNCIL 12 . 61 24 3 100 

~OOWOOMBA, REGION~U:OUNCIL . 3 18 5 · 2 28 

:WESTERN DO~NS RE.G COUNCIL 12 5 3 3 23 

IBALONNE SHIRE COUNCIL , 1 1 
I 
ILIV!NGSTONE SHIRE COUNCIL 1 1 2 

~otal 1254 1496 665 431 3852 
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