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^pc and Trade portfolio achievements - 2001-03

The Department of Premier and Cabinet has been instrumental in
delivering a number of the Government's election promises, and
taking the lead on thorny issues that demand a whole-of-government
response.

For the benefit of the public record, I'll summarise some key
achievements of my portfolio - including Trade Division - since
February 2001.

Departmental staff perform many and varied roles.

Right now, for example, some of them are on the ground at the Gold
Coast, working with other government officers, volunteers and
private businesses to ensure Schoolies runs as safely and smoothly
as possible.

That is truly grassroots work - and one of the department's key
responsibilities is to help the Government stay in touch with the
grassroots.

Since April 2001, 26,800 people have attended 33 Community
Cabinet meetings co-ordinated by the Department.

The Department has also supported 73 Ministerial Regional
Community Forums across eight regions - and these forums have
helped deliver benefits for regional Queensland.

To further enhance democracy in Queensland, the department
worked closely with Parliamentary Services and the Speaker's Office
on co-ordinating the historic Regional sitting of Parliament in North
Queensland in September 2002.
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With exports supporting one in four regional Queensland jobs, fostering
exports is core business for the Government.

In 2001 Trade Division launched the Export Solutions strategy , which in
2002-2003 assisted 2620 firms in export related activities, helping deliver
$441 million worth of export opportunities.

Under the strategy, to 31 October, 174 businesses have been helped to
break into international markets, and the value of knowledge intensive
exports has risen by almost 18 per cent (well in excess of the 12 per cent
target).

Trade division managed my 12 international trade and investment missions,
which have involved about 250 Queensland businesses.

Since June 2001, the Government has invested $39 million in promoting
trade through our state wide network of 19 State Development Centres and
10 Trade and Investment Offices.

My Department has also upheld Queensland's interests by being involved -
with the Commonwealth - in development of trade agreements.

Recent examples include:
• Australia-Singapore Free Trade Agreement,
• agreements linked to the World Trade Organisation Doha Development

Agenda,
• Australia-Thailand Closer Economic Relations Free Trade Agreement,
• Trade and Economic Framework with China, and
• Preparation for an Australia-United States Free Trade Agreement.

Exporting education is a growth industry, and since Queensland Education
and Training International began in 2001 the industry's annual earnings have
increased by almost 50%, to $725 million.

As governments, businesses, professionals and organisations around the
country grappled with public liability and professional indemnity issues,
the Department chaired a task force that held state-wide consultation forums
attended by about 4000 people.

The task force's recommendations - including legislative reforms - were
implemented.
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Between 1 May 2001 and 31 October 2003 the Commission for Children
and Young People Commission issued 157,729 blue cards.

The Commission has also tackled volatile substance misuse.

This is another issue on which my department is co-ordinating a government
response - along with strategies to reduce suicide and illicit drug use.

The Security Planning and Coordination Unit, established in January
2003, co-ordinates counter-terrorism projects and liaises with the
Commonwealth.

Staff of Multicultural Affairs Queensland led a response to concerns in the
aftermath of terrorist attacks on September 11 2001 and in Bali in 2002.

A Community Relations Response Protocol was developed to help manage
community relations in the event of terrorism or rising international tensions.

Queenslanders' safety is also enhanced by eight regional crime prevention
resource officers, Building Safer Communities Action Teams in Mackay and
Whitsunday Shires, and the Strategic Framework for Community Crime
Prevention.

Improving safety was one of many issues identified by the Office for Women
during extensive community consultation on a five-year "Agenda for Women
and Girls" - which will be launched in the near future.

The Department has a role in safeguarding the future of the Great Barrier
Reef, by co-ordinating development of the State-Commonwealth Reef Water
Quality Protection Plan.

Accountability is a pillar of this Government, and my department has
supported me in administering the Crime and Misconduct Act 2001 and the
Ombudsman Act 2001.
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Other areas in which my Department has important roles include:

• The response to Tony Fitzgerald 's Cape York Justice Study, to
address chronic alcohol abuse and violence and associated problems in
Indigenous Communities;

• Legislation to ban human cloning and strictly regulate embryonic stem
cell research;

• Regulating the residential services industry

is The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) on the
Sunshine Coast in 2002;

• The visit by Her Majesty , Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness,
The Duke of Edinburgh;

• Queensland Greats - honouring the contributions of great
Queenslanders to the Smart State;

• Consolidation and review of the Queensland Constitution;

• Three e-democracy initiatives (live internet audio broadcasts of
Parliamentary proceedings; online petitions to Parliament; and online
community consultation on key policy issues);

• The Community Engagement Improvement Strategy, which encourages
public servants to improve interaction with other Queenslanders;

• The "Smart State: Smart Stories" project, which uncovered and
showcased stories of innovation and creativity from all over Queensland;
and

• A new skilled migration strategy.
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