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1. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 
By resolution of the Legislative Assembly on 18 October 
1995, reintroduced on 11 October 1996, the Queensland 
Parliament affords a right of reply to persons or 
corporations who are the subject of adverse comment in 
Parliament that affects their reputations. 

The right of reply relates to statements made by members 
under parliamentary privilege in the Legislative 
Assembly which refer to a person or corporation either by 
name, or in such a way as to allow them to be readily 
identified and which, had they been made outside 
Parliament, could reasonably be considered actionable in 
a court of law.  

The Members’ Ethics and Parliamentary Privileges 
Committee has responsibility for advising the Legislative 
Assembly as to individual requests for a right of reply. It 
is not the committee’s role to determine the truth or 
otherwise of the statements. 

2. PROCEDURE IN MATTERS RELATING TO A 
RIGHT OF REPLY 

The resolution of 11 October 1996 sets out the procedure 
for the committee to follow when considering requests by 
citizens for a right of reply. The resolution provides (at 
paragraph 6) that the committee, in considering a right of 
reply, is not to consider or judge the truth of any 
statements made in the Legislative Assembly or in the 
submission.  

Under paragraph 7 of the resolution, the committee may 
recommend either (a) that no further action be taken by 
the committee or the Legislative Assembly in relation to 
the submission; or (b) that a response by the person who 
made the submission, in terms specified in the report and 
agreed to by the person or corporation and the committee, 
be published by the Legislative Assembly or incorporated 
in Hansard. 

3. PERSONS REFERRED TO IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY –– MRS WENDY 
LIPKE AND MR IAN LIPKE 

On 28 May 2003, during a Ministerial Statement, the 
Honourable Anna Bligh MP, Member for South Brisbane 
and Minister for Education, referred to Mrs Wendy Lipke 
and Mr Ian Lipke by name. Mrs Lipke wrote to the 
Honourable the Speaker on 24 June 2003 concerning the 
member’s statements. 

After satisfying himself that the matter was sufficiently 
serious and not frivolous, vexatious or offensive in 
character, and satisfying himself that it was practicable 
for the committee to consider the matter, the Speaker 
accepted the correspondence from Mrs Lipke as a 
submission in accordance with the resolution. On 21 July 
2003, the Speaker referred the matter to the committee 
for its consideration. 

4. THE COMMITTEE’S INQUIRY 
At a meeting on 21 August 2003, the committee met in 
private session in relation to Mrs Lipke’s submission and 
considered how to proceed with the matter, noting–– 
• the resolution of the Legislative Assembly of 

11 October 1996; and 
• the practice and established procedures of the 

committee in respect of similar references in the past. 

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the resolution, the committee 
resolved to consider the submission and wrote to Mrs 
Lipke on 8 September 2003 inviting her to submit a 
proposed response to the committee. 

Mrs Lipke replied by letter dated 20 September 2003 
proposing a response, in relation to statements made 
about her and her company, and in relation to statements 
made by the Member for South Brisbane about Mr Ian 
Lipke. There is no provision in the resolution for a person 
to make a submission for a reply to be incorporated on 
behalf of any other person.  Any joint reply must be 
signed by both parties. The committee therefore wrote 
again to Mrs Lipke forwarding for her



consideration an amended (joint) response based on and 
incorporating statements contained in Mrs Lipke’s 
proposed response. 

Mr and Mrs Lipke advised the committee that they 
concurred with the committee’s proposal for a joint right 
of reply and that they agreed to the terms of the proposed 
response. 

At a meeting on 15 October 2003 the committee 
resolved–– 

To recommend to the Legislative Assembly that the 
agreed response be incorporated in Hansard. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 
The committee recommends that a response by Mr Ian 
Lipke and Mrs Wendy Lipke, in the terms set out below 
and agreed by Mr and Mrs Lipke and the committee, be 
incorporated in Hansard. 

 
 
(signed) 
 
Julie Attwood MP 
Chair 
October 2003 
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RESPONSE BY MRS WENDY LIPKE AND MR IAN LIPKE 
TO REMARKS MADE BY THE MEMBER FOR SOUTH 

BRISBANE ON 28 MAY 2003 

 

On 28 May 2003, during a Ministerial Statement about the 4S 
Literacy Program and Astute Tuition, the Member for South 
Brisbane and Minister for Education, the Honourable Anna 
Bligh MP, made statements that, given their context, were 
adverse to our reputations.  

The Minister’s comments have also been detrimental to the 
reputation of Astute Tuition. 

Astute Tuition is owned and run by Mrs Wendy Lipke who, on 
retiring from 33 years of service to education, was presented 
with a medallion and certificate of appreciation from Education 
Queensland. 

The one and only communication we made to schools 
regarding the 4S Approach to Literacy was a commercial 
decision made by Wendy Lipke about material which she was 
introduced to by one of her casual tutors and which she 
believed to have merit. 

Since the business was begun there has been continued 
development mainly through personal referrals. The business 
has always been run in a way that is open and accountable to 
both parents and the public. Following the Minister’s 
statements, Wendy Lipke contacted her students’ parents, most 
of whom have been very supportive and prefer to judge the 
business and personnel on how they have found it, rather than 
on what someone else has said. 

In regard to the earlier of two incidents mentioned in the 
Minister’s statement, Mr Ian Lipke was found to have no case 
to answer.  The second incident referred to in the statement 
involved something Ian Lipke was supposed to have said 
within a conversation to solve a problem for an adult student, 
who subsequently instigated a complaint that was dealt with by 
the Regional Office (at the complainant’s insistence) rather 
than by the school principal.  

The statement to Parliament implies that Ian Lipke has a 
criminal record, which is far from the truth. Ian Lipke asked to 
be able to retire and requested that his name be removed from 
the register of teachers. 

We request that the parliamentary record note our response to 
the statements made in Parliament which have cast a slur on 
the reputation of the business –– Astute Tuition –– and 
ourselves personally. 

 

Statement agreed to by Mrs Wendy Lipke, Mr Ian Lipke and the Members’ Ethics and 
Parliamentary Privileges Committee in accordance with the Resolution of the Queensland 
Legislative Assembly on 18 October 1995, reintroduced on 11 October 1996. 



 


