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Mr Speaker

By any measure Labor's waiting list reduction
strategy has been successful in reducing waiting
times for elective surgery.

The Australian Productivity Commission has
confirmed that Queenslancf^has the shortest
waiting times for elective surgery in the country.

Elective surgery, of course, is surgery that can
wait as opposed to emergency surgery which
cannot wait.

Category 1 elective surgery should be done
within 30 days according to the expert clinicians
and category 2 within 90 days.

I am the first to concede that for many non-
urgent procedures, waiting times can sometimes
be longer than anyone would want,



often because there is a shortage of particular
specialists available to treat public patients, for
example, ophthalmologists and ear nose and
throat specialists.

But the fact remains Labor's Waiting List
Reduction Strategy continues to make a
significant difference.

best result ever achieved.
The latest figures, for the June quarter, are the
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98 per cent of Category 1 patients received their
surgery within the 30 days recommended.

Only 2.3 per cent (53 patients out of 2260) had
to wait longer than 30 days.

For Category 2, 95 per cent of patients received
their operations within the 90 day period.

Only 5.3 percent (556 patients out of 10,495)
had to wait longer than 90 days.

It should be remembered that there are
sometime clinical reasons why patients cannot
be operated on and as I have often said, waiting
times can vary.
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The winter months for example can see elective
surgery take a back seat to medical cases
caused by winter ills

When the Coalition was in Government it
refused to publish waiting lists, it refused to
make the information publicly available as the
Beattie Government has done every Quarter
since being elected.

The published data shows some interesting
comparisons between 1 July 1998 and 1 July
2003.

Category 2 Cardio-thoracic (that's heart and
chest) waiting times have been reduced from 32
percent of people waiting too long, to 10
percent.

Category 2 neuro-surgery waiting times have
been reduced from 29 percent long waits to 8.5
percent.

Gold Coast Hospital's Category 2 long waits are
down from 19 percent to 4.8 percent.

Townsville's Category 2 long waits are down
from 10 percent to five percent.



In the 1997-98 year 89.932 public patients
received elective surgery compared with 97,235
in the 2002 - 2003 year.

And despite treating thousands of extra public
patients, overall the number of people on the
waiting lists is 1200 less now than it was in
1998.

While we continue to strive for greater
improvements to put Queensland even further
ahead of every other State in regards to waiting
times for elective surgery, I believe the
significant gains we have made should be
acknowledged s
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