Question on Notice
No. 1312
Asked on 29 October 2025

MS S BOLTON ASKED THE MINISTER FOR SPORT AND RACING AND
MINISTER FOR THE OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES (HON T
MANDER) —

QUESTION:

Will the Minister extend the SwimStart program or expand the scope of Play
On! vouchers to include their use for swimming lessons for those over four
years of age in efforts to improve water safety for young Queenslanders?

ANSWER:

The Play On! Sports Vouchers Program (Play On!) enables the
parents/guardians/caregivers of eligible Queenslanders (aged five to 17 years)
to apply for a voucher up to the value of $200 towards the cost of the child’s
sport and active recreation membership, registration or participation fees. While
squad swimming membership and participation is classified as an eligible
activity for Play On!, learn-to-swim is not an objective of this program.

The SwimStart Program (SwimStart) provides vouchers, valued at up to $150,
for low-income families (current holders of Services Australia Health Care or
Pensioner Concession Cards), so that swimming lessons for children aged zero
to four years are more affordable.

Since 2019, all Queensland State Schools with primary students (from five
years) are required to have a water safety or learn-to-swim program. The
Queensland Government commits significant funding to water safety and
swimming education through the state school system; administered via the
Department of Education (DoE).

SwimStart seeks to complement the work of DoE by ensuring our most
vulnerable and youngest Queenslanders have ample opportunities to access
learn-to-swim programs, before their schooling starts.



