Question on Notice
No. 1383
Asked on 29 November 2022

MS S BOLTON asked the Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries and
Minister for Rural Communities (HON M FURNER)—

QUESTION:

With reference to the proposed Poultry Welfare Standards that will ban the use of caged
chickens in egg production—

Will the Minister confirm that Queensland will push for a reduced timeframe of five years
instead of delaying their introduction to 2036?

ANSWER:

The Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Poultry (Poultry Standards and
Guidelines) were published in August 2022. The poultry standards form part of a suite of
Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines that aim to harmonise national animal
welfare legislation, providing clarity and consistency to industry, consumers and trading
partners.

Each State and Territory is considering implementation options for the Poultry Standards and
Guidelines during the remainder of 2022. Further discussion by responsible Ministers across
the nation is expected to occur in 2023.

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries is currently consulting with the Queensland
poultry industry, including caged egg farmers, on implementation options and potential
impacts of the Standards in Queensland. Details relating to the questions raised are being
discussed during consultation with the industry and the information obtained during this
consultation will be provided for the discussion at the Agriculture Ministers meeting in 2023.



