
QUESTION ON NOTICE 
 

No. 93 
 

asked on Wednesday, 5 February 2020 
 

MR S KNUTH ASKED THE MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES, MINES AND 
ENERGY (HON DR A LYNHAM)—  
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to my Question on Notice No. 1907 asked on 27 November 2019, the 
Ministerial response stated ‘records for the Heathlands and Jardine River resource 
reserves in the non-freehold land registry were created on the instructions for the 
former Environmental Protection Agency in 2007’— 

Will the Minister provide a copy to me of those instructions received by the 
Department of Natural Resources Mines and Energy? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy has a requirement under 
the Land Act 1994 to keep a register of nature conservation areas and this includes 
resources reserves.   
 
Resources reserves are dedicated and prescribed in the Nature Conservation 
(Protected Areas) Regulation 1994 and, therefore, satisfy the requirement to be 
recorded in the register of land in Queensland.   
 
From 2005 to 2007, the then Department of Natural Resources and Water undertook 
a project to record all land in Queensland in the land register. Included in this project 
was all land managed and controlled by the then Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
The Jardine River and Heathlands resources reserves were declared by regulation in 
1994 and, through this project, these reserves were first recorded in the land register 
on 28 February 2007 and 27 August 2007 respectively. 
 
The Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy has not been able to 
locate the historical document(s) that led to the initial recording of these resource 
reserves in the land register. 
 
Notwithstanding that, after 13 years, the original correspondence cannot be located, 
it does not detract from the fact that the resources reserves were dedicated and 
prescribed in the Nature Conservation (Protected Areas) Regulation 1994 and were, 
in accordance with the requirements of the Land Act 1994, subsequently correctly 
recorded in the land registry. 
 
Since 2013, there have been several changes as to how protected areas are 
categorised. In respect of resources reserves, this has meant that they were 
reclassified as regional parks in 2013 and then reinstated as resources reserves in 
2016. These reclassification decisions were subsequently given effect through 
various legislative amendments.  
 



 

To ensure the land register remained accurate, on 4 August 2014, the then 
Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing lodged a request to 
have the Jardine River and Heathlands resources reserves cancelled (under dealing 
number 715931045 a copy of which is attached). 
 
This was followed by requests to record the relevant lands in the register as regional 
parks (under dealing numbers 715931159 and 715931166 copies of which are 
attached). 
 
Similarly, on 13 September 2016, the then Department of National Parks, Sport and 
Racing lodged a request to have both the Jardine and Heathlands regional parks 
cancelled (under dealing number 717511118 a copy of which is attached) and 
subsequently registered as resources reserves (under dealing numbers 717511158 
and 717511172 copies of which are attached). 
 


















