Question on Notice
No. 632
Asked on 29 April 2008

MRS SULLIVAN asked the Minister for Health (MR ROBERTSON)-

QUESTION:

1)

What is the current availability of haematology services in the Caboolture-Redcliffe
Health District?

(2) What plans are in place to meet future demand in the region for these important
services?
ANSWER:

(1)-(2) On 6 February 2008, the Redcliffe-Caboolture Haematology Service was re-instated

from a one-day a week service, to two-days a week. Services are provided by the
Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Haematology Service.

Since the increase from a one-day a week to a two-day a week service, the Redcliffe-
Caboolture Haematology Service has increased throughput by 11-14 patients per
week.

Activity records at Redcliffe Hospital indicate that the extended service is meeting
current demand and has potential to increase capacity.

The service currently does not have any patients on the waiting list, as all patient
referrals have been processed and appointments booked within three weeks.

Haematology patients in the Redcliffe-Caboolture service can continue to be seen in
their own district, however if they require admission and super-speciality services,
they will need to attend the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital.

It needs to be recognised that haematology is primarily a super-speciality service and
requires access to a range of additional multidisciplinary specialist services such as
radiation oncologists, pathologists and supportive care specialists.

For this reason haematology is most appropriately performed in a tertiary hospital
environment with appropriate infrastructure and resources to support outreach
services, such as those in place at Redcliffe Hospital.

Queensland Health is in the process of producing a statewide cancer services plan for
2008-2016. This plan will include a review of current haematology services and
identify the types of high-quality, sustainable services required to meet future
demand.



