QUESTION ON NOTICE
No. 625

asked on Tuesday, 29 April 2008

MR MOORHEAD ASKED THE MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES
AND WATER AND MINISTER ASSISTING THE PREMIER IN NORTH
QUEENSLAND (MR WALLACE)—

QUESTION:

Will he inform the House of initiatives to help Queensland gardeners use
greywater?

ANSWER:

My Department of Natural Resources and Water recently released a new
guide to provide Queensland gardeners with green tips on using greywater
responsibly. This is being done as a part of the Bligh Government's
comprehensive plan to improve the sustainable use of water across the
community

The Waterwise Queensland: Gardening with greywater guide outlines the best
way of using greywater, provides information on plants and turf suited to
greywater, and information about maintaining soil quality.

The guide is designed for the home gardener who would generally be using
untreated greywater. Untreated greywater is the water direct from showers,
the bathroom wash basins and the laundry, which can be legally used on the
lawn and garden.

The guide outlines what the home gardener can do to improve the quality of
their greywater to reduce the potential impacts on their garden and the soil.

One option outlined in the guide is to install a council approved greywater
treatment plant which in turn can lessen the potential impacts of greywater on
plants, turf and soil. Once treated, greywater has a wider range of uses.
Treated grey water can be used on lawns and gardens, for washing walls,
footpaths and vehicles, as well as toilet flushing and even used as a cold
water source to the washing machine.

Appropriately installed greywater systems attract a Government rebate of up
to $500 under the Home and Garden WaterWise Rebate Scheme.

Gardeners can access the guide on the Department's website at
www.nrw.gld.gov.au/water/saverscheme/pdf/greywater brochure complete.pdf




