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Question on Notice 
No. 577 

Asked on 17 April 2008 
 

MR. P LAWLOR asked the Leader of the Liberal Party, Shadow Attorney-General and 
Shadow Minister for Justice and Fair Trading (MR. MCARDLE) -   
 
QUESTION: 
 
In relation to the Criminal Code and Other Acts (Graffiti Clean-Up) Amendment Bill—  
Will he advise who or what organisation was consulted in the preparation of the Bill and, in 
particular, were the Queensland Law Society and the Bar Association consulted? 
 
ANSWER: 

 
I would like to thank the Member for Southport for recognising the important role the 
Queensland Coalition is playing in providing a strong and united alternative government with 
policies worthy of his consideration and interest. This Question on Notice is also an 
extraordinary testimonial from a Government Member of Parliament who now chooses to 
direct important questions about policy to the alternative government. This in no small way 
reflects an underlying lack of confidence in the Bligh Government’s ability to provide honest 
and reliable information about matters of public importance. It is also a view shared by the 
Queensland Coalition and the Queensland Auditor-General. As the Member is no doubt 
aware, the Auditor-General’s Report to Parliament No.1 for 2008 (Enhancing Accountability 
through Annual Reporting: A Performance Management System Audit) released on 17 April 
2008 found: “Guidance provided by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and the 
Treasury Department is not sufficient to support accountability and promote a culture of 
performance management…[And] The information provided to the Parliament through 
departmental annual reports does not fully comply with legislation, is incomplete and 
ambiguous in the portrayal of agency accountability and performance.” 
 
I can assure the Member for Southport that in preparing the Criminal Code and Other Acts 
(Graffiti Clean-Up) Amendment Bill, I have not adopted the titular standards of transparency 
and accountability that are the hallmark of this Queensland Labor Government. Similarly, I 
have not used the comparative resource disparity between my office and that of the 
Queensland Attorney-General and Minister for Justice’s Office (at least 2,537 public servants, 
as well as an undisclosed number of political staffers) as an excuse for not answering the 
Member for Southport’s Question on Notice. This is in contrast to the Minister for Transport, 
Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations, who used this as an excuse to avoid answering 
a Question on Notice earlier this year (see QON – No.: 325), or the Queensland Treasurer 
who made a funding source magically disappear to avoid answering a Question on Notice 
(see QON - No.: 198). And, unlike the Queensland Treasurer’s rationale for not releasing 
costings on Payroll Tax Harmonisation Bill, I will not claim there is a “cost neutral” impact and 
then use this as an excuse for being less than honest and upfront about potential impacts. 
 
The Member for Southport raises an interesting point about consultation and I can assure the 
honourable member that in preparing this amendment I have widely canvassed the interests 
and concerns of Queenslanders throughout the state. I draw the honourable member’s 
attention to statements made on ABC Coast FM by the Gold Coast City Council on 20 March 
2008. In a nutshell, there is a growing community consensus that convicted vandals should 
be forced to cleanup their mess. The 2008 Australian Productivity Commission report, which 
claimed 90.5 % of persons sampled in Queensland found that graffiti was a major problem or 
somewhat of a problem in their community, also evidences community dissatisfaction with 
current approaches. And a 2005 crime and safety survey by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics found 25 per cent of Australians believed graffiti was a major problem in their local 
neighbourhood. 
 
The honourable member should be aware the stain of graffiti costs hardworking 
Queenslanders a lot of money and is an ugly eyesore on the urban landscape. Positive 
thinking and a chain of media releases issued from the Beattie-Bligh Government will not shift 
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these urban stains. While I respect the counsel and advice from the Queensland Law Society 
and the Bar Association, as a Member of Parliament my first duty is to listen to the issues and 
concerns of my constituents, as well as the wider Queensland community. In drafting the 
Criminal Code and Other Acts (Graffiti Clean-Up) Amendment Bill, the Queensland Coalition 
listened to the growing concerns of Queenslanders who are just fed up with having their 
property vandalized and their neighbourhoods infected by this out-of-control urban stain.  
 
I admit that I have not approached the drafting of the Criminal Code and Other Acts (Graffiti 
Clean-Up) Amendment Bill in the same way as the Beattie-Bligh Government approached 
forced Council amalgamations. Nor have I approached this Private Member’s Bill with the 
same arrogant disregard the Queensland Treasurer approached the Payroll Tax 
Harmonisation Bill, where despite the significant impacts on struggling Queenslanders 
wanting to buy a new home, no public consultation was involved – and the legislation was 
rammed through with the support of Labor Members of Parliament. By way of contrast, I have 
consulted widely. And, importantly, there is a groundswell of community support. I have also 
sponsored an e-petition if the Member for Southport is interested in helping me fight 
Queensland’s graffiti problem. 
 
The honourable Member for Southport should be aware the current Queensland Government 
does not have a good track record on tackling graffiti. Indeed, the Attorney-General has even 
refused to answer questions about how many convicted graffiti vandals are made to spend 
time cleaning up after themselves. I also ask the honourable member to consider the words of 
the father of a graffiti vandal who committed at least 350 offences throughout Brisbane and 
Ipswich, including destroying the 1919 Bundamba Memorial Park statue. “What baffles me is 
that no one’s ordered him to clean up his damage,” he told the Sunday Mail. I encourage the 
Member for Southport to represent the interests of his constituents, as well as the Gold Coast 
City Council, in supporting the Criminal Code and Other Acts (Graffiti Clean-Up) Amendment 
Bill when it is debated in Queensland Parliament.  
 
As the Honourable Member has been a Member of Parliament since 2001, he should be 
aware that copies of Private Member’s Bills are usually provided to the Queensland Law 
Society. Reviews are sometimes contained in Proctor (the Queensland Law Society’s monthly 
publication).  
 
I refer the Honourable Member to Questions on Notice No. 569, No. 573 and No. 552 for 
more information.  
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