Question on Notice
No. 566
Asked on 17 April 2008

MS JONES asked the Member for Callide (MR. SEENEY) —
QUESTION:

As he was the Leader of the Opposition when the Freedom of Information
(Open Government Disclosure of Contracts) Amendment Bill was introduced
and therefore it is unclear whether it has support of the National and Liberal
Parties - Will he advise whether he will be proceeding with or withdrawing the
Bill?

ANSWER:

| congratulate the Member on her first ever question asked on Freedom of
Information and trust she will one day ask her own government a question
about Freedom of Information and Government transparency.

The Bill was endorsed by Shadow Cabinet and therefore has the support of
The Nationals and the Liberal Party collectively. Greater transparency and
accountability in government also has the support of all Queenslanders
collectively and I look forward to the support of Government MPs.

As you would recall, government bills do not drop of the Notice Paper mid-way
through a parliamentary term just because the Premier changes, and nor do
opposition private members bills drop off the Notice Paper if the Opposition
Leader changes in the course of a parliamentary term.

The Leader of the Opposition did write to the Premier offering support for a
freeze on the passing of legislation that impacted on Freedom of Information
laws until the current and latest review was complete. However this was
rejected by the Premier when she rushed through the Professional Engineers
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill which contained amendments to the
Freedom of Information Act that widened the scope for secrecy rather than
narrowing them.

The Bill will proceed and | note with confidence the Premier’s claims to want to
bring about more open government and look forward to the support of
government MPs.



