Question on Notice
No. 523
Asked on 16 April 2008

MS LEE LONG asked the Minister for Health (MR ROBERTSON)-
QUESTION:

Will a CT scanner be supplied to the Atherton Hospital so that local specialists can more
accurately diagnose patients and continue to serve the public after 30 June 2008?

ANSWER:

A business case for a CT scanner at Atherton Hospital has been submitted to the Cairns and
Hinterland Health Service District Executive.

The business case will be considered as part of a comprehensive review of medical imaging
facilities and requirements throughout the broad Cairns and Hinterland Health Service
District over the next few months.

Local specialists continue to be supported through CT scanning services at Cairns Base
Hospital. Furthermore, the new 64-slice scanner at Cairns Base Hospital ensures that
Tableland residents have access to state of the art health technology equipment.

There is travel support available for patients accessing CT scanning who reside at least 50km
from the Cairns Base Hospital with an entitlement to either a kilometre allowance for using a
private vehicle or payment of a bus fare.



