Question on Notice
No. 509
Asked on 16 April 2008

MR HINCHLIFFE asked the Minister for Public Works, Housing and Information and
Communication Technology (MR SCHWARTEN)—

QUESTION:

Welcoming his advice to the House on 15 April 2008 on the record 1,900 new social
housing households over the first quarter of this year—

Will he further advise the number of households provided, and the expenditure on
property acquisition and construction, in the electorate of Stafford over this same
period?

ANSWER:

It is most definitely an impressive statistic, with some 1,900 households assisted into
social housing since January 2008.

On top of this, the department has acquired close to 170 units of accommodation and
10 development sites State-wide for just under $50 million. Since January, the
department has also spent more than $34 million on construction projects across the
State, including the completion of 67 units of accommodation and commencement of a
further 73 units of accommodation.

In the Stafford electorate during this same period of time, the department assisted

27 new households into social housing or with other housing assistance products. On
top of this the department expended $1.654 million on construction and property
acquisitions including the continuing construction of 10, two-bedroom apartments and
eight, two-bedroom apartments in the suburb of Stafford and the purchase of a two-
bedroom apartment in the suburb of Kedron.

In terms of the social housing sector overall, the department remains committed to
improving the lives of individuals and families by providing access to appropriate
housing solutions and contributing to the sustainability of communities across
Queensland. However, the demand for assistance continues to increase at a faster
pace than the resources available to meet this demand. The department is working
closely with Federal Government agencies to develop a national rental affordability
scheme that will assist to increase the supply of affordable private rental properties
for people in housing need.

The department is also continuing to investigate a range of assistance products to
offer alternatives to eligible clients at the time they seek assistance, and when they
exit social housing and transition to the private market.



