
QUESTION ON NOTICE 
No. 500 

asked on Wednesday, 16 April 2008 

 
MR FOLEY ASKED THE MINISTER FOR MINES AND ENERGY (MR 
WILSON)— 

QUESTION: 

As reticulated gas is not available to all Queensland residents, why is it that 
those constituents using bottled gas, therefore still cutting the cost of 
electricity, are discriminated against by not being eligible for the current gas 
pensioner rebate scheme? 

ANSWER: 

I thank the Member for his question. 
 

1. The coal seam gas industry in Queensland is going full steam ahead and 
the Bligh Government is backing it all the way.  

 
2. Gas is a cleaner energy source and it is in abundance in the Western 

Downs which is set to become the new economic powerhouse of the state 
and that means more jobs and stronger local economies in towns like 
Miles, Dalby and Chinchilla.  

 
3. Coal seam gas projects have already yielded around $1 billion worth of 

development across the state, due in no small part to our world-leading 
13% gas scheme which requires retailers and other large electricity users 
to source at least 13% of their power from gas-fired generation. Under our 
Smart Energy policy we will increase this to 18% by 2020.  

 
4. Gas could well hold the key as a transitional fuel source while we develop 

renewable energy and clean coal technology.  
 

5. The State Government is also looking after the interests of pensioners 
who use reticulated natural gas by giving them a $55 a year rebate. 
Reticulated or bottled Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) customers have 
been subject to changes, but not to the same extent as customers on 
reticulated natural gas.  

 
6. At the request of the Government, the independent regulator, the 

Queensland Competition Authority, will review the extent of competition in 
the residential gas industry. 

 

 

 


