Question on Notice
No. 499
Asked on 16 April 2008

MRS PRATT asked the Minister for Health (MR ROBERTSON)-

QUESTION:

With reference to the additional Federal Government funding for health —

(1)  What percentage will be used in rural communities?

(2) How will it be distributed ie. which fields will receive funding?

(3) How will he prioritise the need?

(4)  What consideration will be given to health services in the Nanango Electorate?
ANSWER:

(1)-(3) The Commonwealth has provided additional funds for public hospital services as part

(4)

of its one year extension of the existing Australian Health Care Agreement. This
should net Queensland approximately an additional $200 million.

These funds will be distributed equitably across Queensland to Queensland Health’s
three Area Health Services. The share of resources allocated to each Area Health
Service depends on their relative size and need of the population. Factors that are
known to affect health need and costs are used to adjust the allocation.

Remoteness is one of the factors applied to adjust funding allocations. More remote
regions receive a relatively larger allocation, through specific funding to recognise the
additional costs attributable to Queensland Health’s rural and remote workforce
incentives.

Queensland Health is currently undertaking service planning in the South Burnett area,
including Nanango, to develop a Health Service Plan. The Plan will identify the
service needs and proposed arrangements for the future delivery of health services in
the South Burnett area.



