
 
 

Question on Notice 
No. 474 

Asked on 15 April 2008 
 
MRS PRATT asked the Minister for Health (MR ROBERTSON) – 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to fluoridation of water supplies – 
 
(1) How much research has the Government conducted on the possible effects to wildlife 

and the ecology as fluoridated water pours into our river systems? 
 
(2) What research has the Government done on the accumulative effects of fluoride on 

soil and all living organisms? 
 
(3) Has the Government consulted any of the countries that have decided to quit 

fluoridating their water supplies? 
 
(4) Did the National Health and Medical Research Council tender document in late 2006 

mention fluoride intake may be unsafe for those with kidney impairment but failed to 
mention it in its review in late 2007 and if so, why that omission? 

 
ANSWER: 
 
(1)  Numerous international studies and reviews by leading health authorities such as the 

World Health Organisation have consistently demonstrated that water fluoridation 
does not pose a risk to the environment. 1-6 

 
(2)  The water supplies of the majority of other Australian states and territories have been 

fluoridated for around 35-50 years, with no adverse environmental effects. 7 
 
(3)  In making its decision to fluoridate, the Government has referenced documented 

evidence on the reasons why some cities have chosen to cease water fluoridation and 
taken this into account.8   In many European countries, water fluoridation is not an 
efficient way to provide fluoride to the community as they do not have large 
centralised public drinking water sources.  Countries such as Switzerland, Germany, 
France and Austria use salt fluoridation as a practical alternative to water fluoridation. 

 
(4)  Officers from the National Health and Medical Research Council have advised that 

while kidney impairment as a consequence of fluoride intake was considered in the 
background to their review, it was considered in the context of the broad issue of 
fluoride and health.  This included, but was not limited to, issues relating to cancer, 
oral and skeletal health.  No health concerns from water fluoridation related to kidney 
impairment were found.  
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