
 

Question on Notice 
No. 457  

Asked on 15 April 2008  
 
Mrs Attwood asked the Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the Arts (Mr 
Welford) — 
 
QUESTION: How is the Government supporting and encouraging our most talented 
students? 
 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
The Bligh Government is committed to ensuring talented students are recognised and 
supported so they have the best opportunities to realise their potential for outstanding 
achievement. Our focus is on the quality of opportunities for all young people. 
 
A three-year action plan has been developed which supports the Framework for Gifted 
Education to ensure high quality, accountable delivery and state wide coordination of gifted 
education. In 2006, the Government announced funding to provide stronger support for 
teachers working with talented students.  The funding was provided to regions to deliver 
quality professional development for teachers and provide student support programs across 
the state. . 
 
More targeted support is provided by the Queensland Academies. These selective entry 
state schools are for high achieving students in Years 10 to 12. Through the study of 
rigorous, international curriculum and opportunities for extension and enhancement at 
partner universities and industry, the Queensland Academies are supporting and 
encouraging the potential of our talented students in Creative Industries; Science, Maths and 
Technology; and Health Sciences. 
 
My Department has many awards programs to acknowledge the talents of students, 
including the Peter Doherty Awards for Excellence in Science and Science Education and 
the bi-annual Fanfare event for school musical ensembles, school-based apprentice and 
trainee of the year awards. 
 
This year I have implemented the Creative Generation Excellence Awards in the Arts.  
These awards recognise and celebrate talented arts students in the senior years of 
schooling by rewarding them with the opportunity to attend workshops with highly respected 
artists in programs specific to their art form.  
 
In addition, Creative Generation – State Schools Onstage – the highest profile public event 
for students staged by my Department - gives gifted students and their teachers the chance 
to display and extend their talents in an exciting, professionally produced show.  
 
The Queensland Dance School of Excellence (QDSE) supports and encourages our most 
gifted dancers through a partnership with Education Queensland, Kelvin Grove State 
College and Queensland Ballet.  The QDSE presents a full-time dance and academic 
program for years 11 and 12 students and most students articulate into the dance industry. 
 
Our Government is committed to optimising every student’s opportunity to achieve his/her 
full potential. This includes our most gifted and talented students.  
 


