
Question on Notice 
No. 446  

Asked on 15 April 2008  
 
MR ELMES asked the Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the Arts (Mr 
Welford) — 
 
QUESTION: 
(1) What was the total number of demountable buildings that were located or constructed 
within Queensland schools, broken down by district for 2007–08 to date (reported 
separately)?  
 
(2) What was the total amount spent on demountable buildings in 2007–08 to date, broken 
down by district (reported separately)?  
 
(3) What was the total number of demountable buildings located within State schools in 
2007–08 to date (reported separately)? 
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
There are no ‘demountable’ buildings in Queensland schools these days. That was the 
legacy of National Party governments of the past when cheap and nasty school facilities 
were the order of the day. 
 
The current approach is to use high quality modular buildings. In contrast to decades past, 
these buildings now being installed are of a quality that matches the internal standards of 
conventional permanent buildings in terms of comfort and classroom functionality. 
 
Some of these buildings are potentially relocatable and are used across the state for 
emergent reasons, such as: 

• to replace and provide facilities lost or through natural disasters and other events 
• to meet urgent enrolment requirements 
• temporary accommodation during school redevelopments 
• to meet relatively short-term peaks in resident student numbers within the school 

catchment 
 

Forty-eight buildings have been installed and/or were occupied between 1 July 2007 and 31 
March 2008.  
 
Brisbane Central and West District, 2 relocatable buildings, $840,424 
Cairns Coastal district, 7 buildings, $1,723,148 
Downs district, 1 building, $348,073  
Wide Bay South district, 6 buildings, $1,538,152  
Townsville district,  2 buildings, $686,256 
Logan-Albert-Beaudesert district, 2 buildings, $720,657 
South East Brisbane, 1 building, $137,000 
Gold Coast district, 4 buildings, $655,795 
Toowoomba district, 4 buildings, $1,740,238 
Moreton East district, 4 buildings, $563,943 
Sunshine Coast North district, 3 buildings, $526,862 
Wide Bay North district, 1 building, $180,420 
Central Coast South district, 8 buildings, $2,388,783 
Moreton West district, 1 building, $249,249 



Brisbane North ($408,406), Brisbane South ($108,650), Roma district ($506,114) and Wide 
Bay West ($263,833) all had work undertaken on relocatable buildings, however, the 
building/s had not reached practical completion within the given timeframe of the question. 
 
(3) There are in excess of 2100 modular buildings of varying ages and style throughout the 
State. The department does not maintain information on these buildings broken down by 
district. 


