Question on Notice
No. 418

Asked on Thursday, 13 March 2008

Mr Wendt asked the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister Assisting the
Premier in Western Queensland (Mr Shine) -

QUESTION:

Following amendments to the Associations Incorporations Act last year, will the Minister
advise how the changes have assisted local community groups to better serve their
communities?

ANSWER:

| thank the member for his question and acknowledge the great work he does to support
associations in his electorate.

The Government reformed the incorporated associations legislation in response to
feedback from the community that associations and their management committees wanted
to spend more time and money on their core objectives and less on complying with
legislation.

The changes have assisted local community groups to better serve their communities by
cutting red tape and decreasing financial and administrative pressures for small to medium
size associations.

Two initiatives in particular have assisted associations. Firstly, associations' financial
reporting requirements are now determined by their current assets and total revenue under
a new tiered reporting system, in many cases avoiding the need for costly audited financial
statements. Secondly, with exceptions for associations which own or lease property;
public liability insurance levels, if any, are now determined by the associations'
management committee.

These changes have provided significant savings for Queensland's estimated 20,000
incorporated associations. Potential savings for associations generated by the new tiered
reporting system are estimated by the Department of Justice and Attorney-General at over
$5 million.
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