Question on Notice
No. 408

Asked on Thursday 13 March 2008

Mrs SCOTT asked the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister Assisting
the Premier in Western Queensland (Mr Shine) -

QUESTION:

(1) How successful was the Drug Court in Beenleigh in 2006-07 and 2007-087?

(2) What difference is the Drug Diversion program making to young people in South-East

Queensland?

ANSWER:

(1)

(2)

In order to increase efficiencies and to match offender need to service availability, the
Drug Court in Beenleigh operates in a coordinated manner with similar courts in
Southport and Ipswich, so that matters are sometimes initiated, managed, and
finalised through these three courts in a complementary way. Nevertheless the
following details relate to Drug Court orders actually given, and graduations actually
completed, in the Beenleigh Drug Court, in the time periods requested:

In 2006-07, there were 47 orders made, and 16 graduations completed. In 2007-08,
(to 29 February 2008), there were 23 orders made and 6 graduations completed.

The lllicit Drugs Court Diversion program is available in all Queensland courts. In the
financial year 2006-07 there were 275, 14-18 year olds and 858, 19-25 year olds
diverted to the lllicit Drugs Court Diversion Program in the Queensland Magistrates
Court South-East Queensland Region. In the financial year 2007-08 up to and
including 29 February 2008, there have been 174, 14-18 year olds and 605 19-25 year
olds diverted to the program in South-East Queensland. The compliance rate for the
program is 91 per cent. These statistics indicate that there are a large number of
young people charged with minor drug offences that now have the opportunity to
access drug and alcohol education and assessment through the lllicit Drugs Court
Diversion Program.

This indicates that the Drug Diversion program is making a positive difference to
young people in South-East Queensland, especially for those who are placed on the
program before incurring a criminal history.



