Question on Notice
No. 331
Asked on Wednesday, 12 March 2008

MS Male asked the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning (MR
LUCAS) -

QUESTION:

In relation to the decision by Caloundra City Council not to renew leases at the
Caloundra Aerodrome after 2014 and the constraints regarding the Caboolture
Aerodrome site, will the Deputy Premier advise of progress on assessing the general
aviation industry as a whole and any work that is being done on possible alternative
sites in the Sunshine Coast/Caboolture regions?

ANSWER:
I thank the Honourable Member for Glass House for her question.

In 2006 the Department of Infrastructure and Planning commissioned an independent
review of the general aviation sector in South East Queensland. The Review of
General Aviation Infrastructure Needs in South East Queensland assessed the sector’s
needs and recommended ways of ensuring its future viability.

The review was prompted largely by a need to consider the relocation of Caloundra
Aerodrome, and uncertainty about the future of Caboolture Aerodrome.

In response to the review, the Department of Infrastructure and Planning has
commissioned a Replacement Aerodrome Study.

The study comprises four phases:
1. identify potential sites for a replacement aerodrome and develop a concept
plan for the aerodrome
2. prepare a master plan
3. prepare a infrastructure plan
4. prepare a business case study.

Phase 1 of the study commenced in February 2008 and is expected to be completed by
end of September 2008. It will investigate potential sites for a replacement aerodrome
in the Caboolture and the Sunshine Coast region. It will also investigate the most
viable operational option for the aerodrome. (Operational options refer to the types of
aircraft to be catered for at an aerodrome and their associated airspace requirements).



The three most suitable sites will be short-listed and tested against three operational

options:

e helicopter-based general aviation only

e recreational and sports aviation only

o full general aviation for a diverse range of flying activities and aircraft supported
by a range of ancillary industries, including international pilot training and an
aviation museum precinct.

As part of Phase 1 of the study a preferred site (airport ground plan) and operational
option will be selected and presented in a concept plan that will be exhibited publicly
in mid-2008.

The aviation industry, local communities and local and state government agencies will
be invited to provide comments and make submissions before the state government
decides on a final preferred site and concept plan.

A General Aviation Industry Advisory Group made up of representatives of
Caloundra and Caboolture aerodromes, the wider aviation industry, and the respective
regional councils has been formed to provide expert input to the study. As part of the
Advisory Group’s role, two workshops will be held with the aviation users from both
aerodromes during the site investigation and selection stage of the study.



