QUESTION ON NOTICE
NO. 249

Asked on 28 April 2004

MR HAYWARD asked the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Mr Lucas) -

QUESTION:

With reference to the proposed upgrade of the Bruce Highway from Uhlmann
Road to the Caboolture River — Will he provide details of the progress of the
resumptions required?

ANSWER:
| thank the Member for Kallangur for the question.

The Bruce Highway forms part of the National Highway System for which the federal
government has full funding responsibility. The federal government has acknowledged
that widening of the Bruce Highway to six lanes, north to Caboolture, will be funded as a
pre-AusLink commitment.

Stage 2 six-laning works between Dohles Rocks Road and Boundary Road are well-
advanced. Additional federal funding of $3.9m was also approved on 9 March 2004 to
enable my Department of Main Roads to complete detailed planning for the balance of
this link and to finalise land acquisitions and service relocation works on stage 3 — the
section between Boundary and Uhlmann Roads. Unfortunately, the recent federal
budget did not provide any funding to complete construction of either stage 3 ($108m) or
the remaining stages 4 and 5 north to Caboolture ($87m).

Nevertheless, planning for the section between Uhimann Road and Caboolture River is
well-advanced. Land requirements have been identified and directly-affected property
owners have been informed.

Until Main Roads receives formal federal funding approval to proceed to the construction
phase, the department will not commence the formal land resumption process for stages
4 and 5. However, Main Roads has contacted all affected property owners and advised
them that if individual owners are encountering hardship, they could apply to have Main

Roads consider purchasing their property by agreement.

Please be assured that | will continue to make submissions to the federal government for
the balance of sufficient national highway funding required to complete the six-lane
upgrading of the Bruce Highway, north to Caboolture in the foreseeable future. These
submissions will be consistent with the federal government’s obligations to provide safe
and efficient movement of traffic on Australia's National Highway System.



