Question on Notice
No. 237
Asked on 28 April 2004
MRS CROFT asked the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Mr Lucas)—
QUESTION:

With reference to the Broadwater Electorate which has some of the most beautiful
waterways in Queensland and as many who visit or live on the Northern Gold Coast are
recreational boaties—

What is his department doing to promote safe boating in Queensland?
ANSWER:

| thank the Honourable Member for her question. | share the member's keen interest in
ensuring Queensland's waterways are safe and enjoyable for the many thousands of people
who use them every day.

The Queensland coastline spans 7400 kilometres with another 2400 kilometres of island
shorelines. Queensland is home to more than 5600 registered commercial vessels and
over 180,000 registered recreational vessels. Further, there are over 480,000 recreational
boat licence holders in the State. Whatever way you look at it, the job of managing safety
on the water is considerable.

In recognition of the size and importance of promoting maritime safety, in 2002 the Beattie
government established a dedicated marine safety agency within the Department of
Transport. Maritime Safety Queensland employs over 350 staff who are located throughout
Queensland, from the Gold Coast in the south to Thursday Island in the north. The
agency's prime focus is on promoting and improving boating safety.

The 2003 Marine Incidents Report | recently tabled before the House is a testament to the
success of this government's boating safety initiatives and continuing marine safety
education campaigns. The report shows that in 2003 the number of serious injury and fatal
marine incidents dropped a staggering 55% from 62 in 2002 to just 28 in 2003.

| know the Member for Broadwater has a keen interest in the safe operation of jet skis and
has strongly supported reforms for this group of waterways users. As the Member knows, a
review of the operation of jet skis was recently undertaken. A position paper on jet skis is
currently being finalized by the department and | am expecting a report on this matter soon.
| will continue to keep the Member closely involved in this process.

Other safety initiatives currently being progressed by Maritime Safety Queensland include —

A review of training and licensing requirements for recreational boat users,

The introduction of national standards for crewing of commercially registered vessels
and the carriage of safety equipment on recreational vessels,

The development of an education campaign on the dangers of bar crossings.

| am sure all members of the House will agree that this government's efforts in promoting
marine safety and protecting those people who use Queensland's waterways are working.



