
Question on Notice
No. 233

Asked on 28 April 2004

DR CLARK asked the Minister for Health (MR NUTTALL)-

QUESTION:

Will he indicate the progress that is being made in the implementation of the Government’s
election commitments with respect to services at the Cairns Base Hospital?

ANSWER:

After receiving advice from the Cairns Health Service District it is understood that significant
progress has been made with elective surgery at the Cairns Base Hospital, to reduce waiting
times for patients. The additional funding has enabled the hospital to conduct one additional
theatre list per week, for long wait patients requiring joint replacement surgery and 29 of the
30 selected patients have had their surgery. It is anticipated that by 14 May 2004, the target
will have been reached, this will then allow resources to be allocated for the ENT service.

From 20 May 2004 50 category 2 ENT patients will undergo their surgery in the private
sector.  It is anticipated that a further 50 patients will undergo their surgery in the public
sector with arrangements for a visiting ENT surgeon from Townsville to be based in Cairns
Base Hospital.

The hospital is currently in negotiations with an overseas ENT surgeon to fill a full time
position to be based at the Cairns Base Hospital.

Additional nursing resources have been confirmed for critical care areas. They include the
appointment of an additional Emergency Department nurse and, following the recruitment
and selection process, offers of appointment for six critical care nurses. A submission has
been finalised for additional physical critical care capacity.

A full time cardiologist who is currently based overseas has signed a contract of employment
at the hospital and is currently proceeding with arrangements for immigration. In addition, the
availability of Elective Surgery funding has enabled another 40 public patients to undergo
angiography in Cairns.

The dialysis unit at Cairns Base Hospital will expand its pivotal role as a hub for renal
services in Far North Queensland, with the development of a four chair satellite unit at
Cooktown. A business case for the Cooktown unit will be completed by mid May 2004. 

As part of Queensland Health’s overall response to stroke services, a Rural Stroke Outreach
Service, based in Cairns, will enhance access to stroke services and specialist staff in rural
and remote areas. The business case outlining this service will also be completed by mid May
2004.
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