Question on Notice No. 232, Wednesday 28 April 2004

Mr McNAMARA asked the Minister for Emergency Services (Mr
Cummins)-

Will he advise the progress of the recruitment of Paramedics as
announced in last year’s budget and what this means for the people of
Hervey Bay?

Mr CUMMINS:

Three new Student Paramedics have been appointed to the Hervey Bay
Ambulance Station this financial year.

These additional three staff have had a positive and direct impact on
improved emergency response times.

Due to the additional staff, a new roster was implemented on 6 January
2004, enabling shorter working hours and an extra afternoon shift for
the Hervey Bay Station. This is great news for the local community in
Hervey Bay.

The Beattie Government’s election commitments also include the
employment, over the next three years, of 240 new paramedics, of
which an allocation will go to Hervey Bay, to ensure Queensland
maintains its world-class ambulance service.



