
Question on Notice
No. 178

Asked on 22 April 2004

MR FENLON asked the Minister for Health (MR NUTTALL)-

QUESTION:

What benefits will be provided by the newly commissioned psychiatric facility at the Princess
Alexandra Hospital?

ANSWER:

The new building provides:

• increased beds with domestic style rooms;
• a high dependency unit for disturbed behaviour or patients at risk;
• general privacy and safety for all patients including ensuites and more single rooms;
• patient access area to two courtyards, one specifically designed for the high

dependency area;
• a therapy suite of rooms, that include music, relaxation, and psychotherapy spaces;

and
• three special purpose rooms for admissions of mother and baby, wheelchair or

disabled needs.

The new program at Princess Alexandra Hospital Mental Health (PAHMH) includes:

• better integrated services between community and bed based care;
• consumer and carer support programs;
• special attention has been made to provide a deaf friendly environment eg teletext

TV’s, TTY phones, dimmer switches;
• a full therapy program will progressively be introduced as staff come on line;
• new bistro style meals service.


