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QUESTION: 
 
MR MALONE asked the Minister for the Environment (Mr Mickel)— 
 
With reference to the recent announcement that Pease’s Lookout, Arulen 
Falls and Range Road View Lookout in the Finch Hatton Gorge will be closed 
for up to three months— 
 
(1) Why hasn’t there been an ongoing monitoring and maintenance 

program in place to ensure the safety of all who visit these attractions 
and if there is a program, why then has it been necessary to implement 
these closures? 

 
(2) Why was the decision made to undertake the work at this particular 

time, given that we are leading into the peak tourist season and officers 
must have been aware of the need for this work for some time? 

 
(3) Will he guarantee that the necessary funding and other resources will 

be allocated and made available to ensure there is no future threat to 
the safety of visitors to the area or need to close lookouts or walking 
tracks for works that should be part of a regular maintenance program 
in the future? 

 
ANSWER: 
 
(1)-(3) The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) undertakes an 

extensive maintenance program on all infrastructure.  In addition to 
ongoing facility maintenance, independent engineering and 
geotechnical assessments are also undertaken. As part of the QPWS 
commitment to safety, substantial resources are allocated to ensure 
that assets are maintained in a safe condition to minimise risk to the 
public.   

 
The QPWS advise Peases Lookout, Araluen Falls and Range View 
Lookout have been identified as requiring urgent maintenance for 
safety purposes.  They will not reopen until this has been completed.  
Every effort is being made to reduce the length of time the sites are 
closed and to minimise public inconvenience.  However, the priority of 
QPWS clearly must be towards ensuring public safety.  A number of 
alternate lookout options are available to visitors at Eungella National 
Park. 


