Question on Notice No. 159, Thursday 22 April 2004
Mr PAT PURCELL asked the Minister for Emergency Services (Mr Cummins)-
(1) Has construction commenced on the Special Operations Unit
complex at Cannon Hill?
(2)  When is the complex expected to be completed?
(3) How many people will be employed at this complex when it is fully
operational?
Mr CUMMINS:
(1) lam pleased to advise that work commenced in February 2004 on this
significant new Emergency Services facility.
The Cannon Hill Special Operations Complex will include a new Fire
Station to replace the ageing Balmoral facility, as well as the Special
Operations Unit, which will incorporate:
¢ Queensland Fire and Rescue Service (QFRS) Major Event
Planning;
QFRS Urban Search and Rescue;
QFRS Breathing Apparatus/safety equipment facility;
CDRS Chemical Unit; and
QAS Major Event and Mass Casualty Planning.
It is understood that this will be the first fully integrated, multi-service
special operations centre in Australia.
(2)  The project has been divided into two key stages. In the first stage, the
Fire Station is scheduled to be completed at the end of June 2004.
In the second stage, the Special Operations Centre will be constructed
by the end of October 2004.
It is expected that the completed facility will be fully operational by the
end of the 2004 calendar year.
(3)  When completed, a total of 56 emergency services staff will be
permanently based at the facility, including those providing specialist 24
hour/7 day services to ensure the safety of the community.



BACKGROUND

After the conclusion of CHOGM 2, the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service
(QFRS) undertook a project to determine the benefits of establishing a Special
Operations Unit, responsible for the overall coordination of QFRS specialist areas,
namely:

BA/HazMat (Breathing Apparatus/Hazardous Chemicals);
USAR (Urban Search and Rescue);

Technical Rescue; and

Major Event Planning.

In determining to proceed with a Special Operations Unit, the following were
considered:

The needs for BA/HazMat have outgrown the area it occupies at the Roma
Street Fire Station, and the Unit will require relocation to meet operational
needs and to facilitate the redevelopment of the Roma Street Station;

USAR equipment is being stored in a garage at the Hendra Fire Station and
now exceeds the storage area available;

The changes in the world environment saw a focus on Chemical, Biological
and Radiation (CBR) related incidents, and a central area for coordination and
policy development would be of benefit to the QFRS;

The QFRS as a whole, would benefit through the coordination of Joint
Emergency Services Training (JEST) courses, and specialist training by the
establishment of a Special Operations Centre;

A facility established for the Special Operations Unit could be shared with the
Counter Disaster and Rescue Service’'s Response Advice for Chemical
Emergencies (RACE) Unit and the Queensland Ambulance Service’'s Major
Event and Mass Casualty Planning Section.

Additionally, the decision to close the Balmoral Fire station provided the QFRS
with an opportunity to improve its service delivery in the Murarrie and surrounding
areas. As such, a decision was made to co-locate a replacement for the Balmoral
Fire Station, and the Special Operations Unit within the one facility.

The project budget is $8,052,278 (plus GST) for construction. It is anticipated
that $3,950,000 of this will be expended during 2003/04, with the balance in
2004/05 to complete the project. In addition, $1,122,000 was expended in
November 2003 to purchase the site.



