
Question on Notice No. 153, Thursday, 22 April 2004 
Mr WELLS asked the Minister for Emergency Services (Mr Cummins) –  
With reference to the Response Advice for Chemical Emergencies Service 
having recently celebrated 12 years of operation –  
Will he outline the scope of the service provided and its achievements in its 
first 12 years? 
Mr CUMMINS:  
The Response Advice for Chemical Emergencies Service or RACE Service, 
within the Counter Disaster and Rescue Services Division, Department of 
Emergency Services, is a specialist scientific advisory service that, in a 
chemical emergency, supports the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service as 
the combatant authority and the Queensland Police Service as the incident co-
ordinator. 
 
Since its inception in 1992, RACE has responded to more than 1,000 chemical 
incidents throughout Queensland.  
 
More than 40 RACE volunteers and staff provide an on-call, around-the-clock, 
service to protect local communities from incidents involving hazardous 
materials.  These volunteers are well trained and have a scientific background, 
usually coming from private industry, State Government and tertiary 
institutions.  Our officers all possess a high level of expertise and receive 
regular training to respond to chemical, biological and radiological events. 
 
RACE officers work closely with the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service and 
Queensland Police Service, providing practical advice and scientific expertise 
to manage incidents whether they be chemical spills, fires or toxic emissions.   
In Brisbane, on-call officers are drawn from staff of the Department of 
Emergency Service’s Chemical Hazards and Emergency Unit and the 
Queensland Health Scientific Service.  Recognising the risks posed to local 
communities by the expanding range of chemicals being used and transported 
across Queensland, a network of more than 30 volunteer officers provide the 
same service in regional centres. 
 
Volunteer officers are based in Cairns, Townsville, Rockhampton, Mackay, Mt 
Isa, Gladstone, Bundaberg, Toowoomba and Charleville. 
 
Since its establishment in 1992, RACE’s achievements include: 
• the development, enhancement and support of in-field chemical detection 

systems for the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service and the RACE 
volunteers across Queensland; 

• the development of comprehensive and integrated sample retrieval and in- 
field analytical capabilities to enhance the quality and timeliness of the 
advice provided to the Queensland Police Service and emergency services; 

• the contribution of significant input to the development of incident 
management processes and equipment selection at both a state and 
national level for example chemical protective clothing; 



• contribution to the development and delivery of a variety of training courses 
across the emergency services, for example: 

• field chemical detections training for officers of the Queensland Fire and 
Rescue Service and Queensland Police Service; 

• sample retrieval training for officers of the Queensland Fire and Rescue 
Service; 

• combined training with Queensland Police Service scientific officers; 
• training for Joint Emergency Services Training; and 
• Hazardous Materials incident training across Government. 
 
These programs are recognised as national benchmarks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


