Question on Notice
No. 142
Asked on 22 April 2004

Mr WELLINGTON asked the Premier and Minister for Trade (Mr Beattie) -
QUESTION:

With reference to motion no. 704 passed in the Australian Senate on 1 December
2003, in relation to allegations of ongoing human rights violations in China—

Does he, as Premier and Minister for Trade, support this motion; if so, what action
will he take in support of the intent in the Australian Senate motion?

ANSWER:

The Queensland Government is committed to freedom of belief in Queensland and
staunchly defends the freedom of Queenslanders to practice their religious beliefs
without fear of harassment. This is supported by the Government’s policies which
recognise and value the many cultural and religious groups that coexist peacefully in
Australia

In addition to reaffirming a commitment to human rights and religious freedom, the
motion in gquestion cals on the Commonwealth Government to make particular
representations to the Chinese Government. Maintaining links with foreign
governments is unambiguously a Commonwealth responsibility and it would be
inappropriate for a State Government to make representations to a foreign country
about the detention of individuals or groups.



