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PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Gregory Electorate, Tourism; Anzac Day  

Mr DILLON (Gregory—LNP) (2.29 pm): Last sitting week when I rose to discuss the events of 
Western Queensland it was a sea of brown, literally, with water and mud. This week I can happily report 
that from the brown wasteland almost that appeared from the floods the green shoots of a new day and 
a new era for the environment of Western Queensland is emerging. With that comes the unique 
opportunity for people to visit Western Queensland to experience a landscape that they probably will 
not see again in their lifetime, because most people alive today have not. It is absolutely majestic. 

I attended Winton for its 150-year celebrations. It was formed in 1875 when Mr Robert Allen 
travelled west from Aramac—not in an era as wet as it is right now, because he would not have done 
that with a team of horses and carts. Winton is a community that has withstood floods and droughts and 
it is calling for our help as Queenslanders: please visit. It unofficially kicked off the tourism season in 
Western Queensland. Fortunately, a sealed bitumen road in and out of that town has allowed access, 
but the road network is opening further to the south and the south-west. I really encourage people who 
are experiencing what is now some lovely weather here on the coast and for the next few months right 
throughout the central west to visit tourism destinations, whether it be the Saltbush Retreat in Longreach 
or the Jundah Roadhouse or the Birdsville Roadhouse and all of the aeronautical services that will 
support aerial tourism to really embrace something that Mother Nature does not give us very often. I 
really encourage members to encourage their constituents and visitors to their region to venture a little 
further west as well. 

I also want to pay tribute to six very special school leaders in the community of Emerald who led 
one of the most fitting Anzac Day tributes I have been privileged to attend—Jaylin Kimmins, Priya 
Taylor-Sidhu, Nicholas McDonald, Hannah O’Donnell, Seth Williams and Gracie Gersbach. All 
participated in a very large ceremony. I want to quote the words of Gracie Gersbach as she spoke to 
the assembly around providing purpose and direction learning from the Anzac spirit— 

You know what work you have to do at school and what jobs your parents may have set you to do. No matter what difficulties 
you think are in the way, think of the Anzacs and others who have followed them. Push the difficulties to one side and accomplish 
your task. 

This was done in a setting where the honour guard or the guard at the cenotaph was staffed by 
cadets from the Emerald school, so there was a really deep involvement in understanding and ensuring 
that the future of the Anzac spirit remains strong in the centre of Gregory. I thank those students and 
their teachers for the commendable work that they have done in this respect. 
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