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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST

Sport, Streaming Services

< Mr DILLON (Gregory—LNP) (2.50 pm): | rise today to speak on an issue that deeply affects the
people of Gregory and rural and remote Queensland more broadly: the provision of sport and other
streaming services and the fundamental right to equitable access. Recently Foxtel, now under the
ownership of the foreign streaming giant DAZN, announced plans to cease providing sport streaming
services via the Kayo and Binge platforms to residents in rural and remote areas from 3 March this
year. For many in my electorate this was not just an inconvenience; it was a direct attack on their right
to enjoy the same quality of life at the same price as their city counterparts. Remember, these
Queenslanders are the same people who in so many cases already pay more for their connectivity
option and have to rely on satellite, patchy fixed wireless or dodgy 4G services to access any platform.

An opposition member: If only you were in government.

Mr DILLON: | will take that interjection: ‘If only we were in government.’ If the member opposite
listens a little bit longer he will find out what happens. Sport is more than just entertainment; it is part of
the social fabric of our regional and remote communities. It is what brings us together at the end of a
long week and what helps fuel our sense of identity, what keeps us connected despite the vast distances
that separate us.

When Foxtel announced the mistake or the ill-conceived operation to cut services to our rural
residents, it reinforced the notion that those who live outside metropolitan areas are considered
second-class citizens. The residents of Gregory and across the Australian bush were rightly outraged.
In the city, people often take for granted their ability to turn on a TV or any device or even drive to an
event to watch the cricket, footy, netball or tennis. In the bush, where opportunities for entertainment
and connection are already restricted, losing access at an affordable rate to live or on-demand sport
compounded existing feelings of isolation and a sense of abandonment. The ability to stream either
sport or other content has greatly empowered people in regional Queensland, whether they be
shiftworking coalminers, truck drivers or stock men and women. It has allowed them to watch content
when and where they can, overcoming the issue with either access or time and contributing to a genuine
21st century improvement to quality and way of life.

For many constituents who for years have seen other essential corporate and government
services such as banking and health care ripped out from under them and reallocated to metropolitan
areas, this was the final straw, and their voices and mine were both deafening and immediate. It is why
I, along with others who truly understand the importance of equitable access, pushed back. We fought
to ensure that our voices were heard loud and clear and that the people of rural and remote Queensland
were not overlooked in favour of corporate greed, errors or to appease their shareholders. Through real
and fast advocacy and a refusal to back down we were able to ensure the position was reversed and
the error rectified. Foxtel and DAZN had no choice but to acknowledge that access to sport and online
streaming is a right, not a privilege reserved for those who live in urban areas.
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This is a win for rural Australians and for common sense, but it also serves as a warning. We
must remain vigilant against foreign and domestic corporate and government decision-making at other
levels that threaten to marginalise Queensland’s regional and remote communities, either intentionally
or in error. Let this be a reminder to all companies operating in Australia now and those that will seek
to in the future: if you want to do business here you should serve all Australians fairly and with equity,
not just those you choose to serve.
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