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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST

Crisafulli LNP Government

@@, Hon. MAJ SCANLON (Gaven—ALP) (2.26 pm): | would be more worried about some of the
comments being made by Jeremy Neal, if | were the member for Barron River.

The executive, the judiciary and the legislature are the principles that have been the foundation
of democracies across the world to prevent one branch from wielding excessive power. Today in
Queensland the separation of powers—the foundation of good, responsible government—is being
dismantled by those opposite—a Premier and a Deputy Premier and a contingent of yes men and
women hell-bent on dismantling what so many have fought to establish. The appointment of John Sosso
to key roles that can influence the executive, the judiciary and the legislature is a chilling development
in Queensland. It is a new dawn of the same old dark, murky and crooked days we have seen under
previous LNP governments.

This Premier made a virtue of openness and transparency. He said he believed in it—when they
were in opposition, that is—but at the same time his Deputy Premier, Attorney-General and legion of
lackeys were orchestrating for a former LNP member to take the reins of democracy in our state. Those
opposite, the Crisafulli LNP government, cannot utter the word ‘integrity’ ever again. Not only have they
appointed the Deputy Premier’s right-hand man to the Queensland Redistribution Commission; they
have now appointed him to the Judicial Appointments Advisory Panel. This panel, let's remember, was
set up because the worst attorney-general in the state, the member for Kawana, completely trashed the
process—so much so that we needed to establish an independent panel to provide advice to
government.

Ms Grace: | remember Tim Carmody.

Ms SCANLON: | take the interjection from the member—Tim Carmody. We all remember what
happened under the Newman government.

Mr Nicholls interjected.

Ms SCANLON: | take the interjection from the former LNP treasurer who, of course, did a range
of things under the Newman government, including things that the legal fraternity still talks about to this
day. Those are the dark old days we are going back to.

Directors-general get a fair bit of face time with ministers. Despite that, the Attorney-General
kicked off the Women Lawyers Association and has literally changed the rules to allow her to appoint
John Sosso to the Judicial Appointments Advisory Panel. This means John Sosso will have influence
over who creates the laws and who enforces those laws. It means John Sosso can influence the
judiciary, the parliament and the executive, making a complete mockery of the Westminster system. As
corruption buster Tony Fitzgerald said, Mr Sosso is ‘susceptible to influence’, but the Attorney-General
ignored those concerns from Tony Fitzgerald, media like the Courier-Mail and the opposition when she
appointed him on the Queensland Redistribution Commission and now she has taken it to a whole new
low.
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Those opposite can say that Mr Sosso is beyond reproach, but the facts show he has been
reproached on no fewer than three times—twice by Tony Fitzgerald and once by former auditor-general
Andrew Greaves. Mr Greaves was scathing of Mr Sosso’s decision-making the last time he was Jarrod
Bleijie’s director-general, stating Mr Sosso asked his staff not to cooperate with the probe. That is who
they have decided to appoint to the Judicial Appointments Advisory Panel and the Redistribution
Commission.

This track record shows he has been reproached three times for impeding probes into the
behaviour of LNP governments. The more Queenslanders learn about Mr Sosso and this government
the more they should be worried about his appointment to the Redistribution Commission, as a
director-general and now to the body appointing judges. It means these institutions have zero chance
of being independent or at the very least perceived as being independent.

We saw on that same day that the Attorney-General decided to tell Queenslanders she had
ignored Tony Fitzgerald that they also took out the trash and appointed Julian Simmonds, who as has
been mentioned is literally authorising ads right now—jobs for the boys. It really begs the question.
Premier David Crisafulli told everyone that when he says something he means it. Evidently, he does
not. Evidently, his word means nothing. He made a song and dance about being open and transparent,
but at every opportunity—such as in relation to appointments and the disclosure of materials; we still
do not have the Independent Expert Panel advice—those opposite decide to be dodgy and secretive.
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