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PRIVATE MEMBER'S STATEMENT 

Holt, Mr A  

Mrs NIGHTINGALE (Inala—ALP) (2.48 pm): I rise today to pay my condolences and honour the 
life of Uncle Albert Holt, a proud Aboriginal elder and tireless advocate for justice and opportunity—a 
man who was proud to share values with Labor and a man whose work helped shape Inala and 
communities across Queensland for generations. I acknowledge the members of his family who are in 
the chamber today, Yvette Holt and Jackie Huggins. In the short time available it is impossible to do 
justice to the full life and legacy of Uncle Albert, but I hope these words reflect the deep respect with 
which he is held in the Inala community.  

Uncle Albert’s life was defined by service—service that was formally recognised through honours, 
including being made a Queensland Great. He believed that real change happens through steady, 
determined work alongside community. This was especially evident in Inala, a place he cared deeply 
about and worked tirelessly to strengthen.  

Uncle Albert stood firm for dignity and fairness, especially when it would have been easier to stay 
silent. As one of Queensland’s first Aboriginal police liaison officers, he helped build trust and 
understanding between police and Aboriginal communities. Education was a cornerstone of Uncle’s 
legacy. In 1976 he helped found the Inala Family Education Centre, now housing the Dandiiri Library, 
providing access to resources, literature and shared cultural knowledge.  

Uncle Albert carried culture with humility and generosity, believing young people thrive when they 
are proud of who they are. He worked to embed Indigenous perspectives in school curricula and 
volunteered in hundreds of schools across Queensland. As a custodian of knowledge, his wisdom was 
lived, passed on through stories, actions and trust.  

Uncle’s commitment to housing and community wellbeing was equally significant, and his 
advocacy in this space was tireless. Today a housing development on the site of the high school I once 
attended is named Uncle Albert Holt Terraces—a fitting tribute in the heart of Inala, on ground that 
shaped so many of us, and a lasting part of his legacy. This legacy lives on in people, in relationships 
and in stronger community ties.  

Uncle Albert contributed to the establishment of health services, helping to close the gap in health 
and wellbeing for Indigenous families. He inspired those around him to be better, to care more and to 
act courageously in service of their community. His spirit lives on in the name ‘Wangarra’, which means 
one people, all people. It is a powerful reminder of his belief in unity and shared strength, a message 
that feels especially timely today.  

To Uncle Albert and his loved ones: Inala mourns with you and we thank you for sharing Uncle 
Albert with our community for so long. His legacy leaves us stronger. Vale, Uncle Albert Holt.  

(Time expired)  
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