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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Bundamba Electorate, Health System 
Mr McCALLUM (Bundamba—ALP) (2.37 pm): It is official: under the Crisafulli LNP government, 

Queensland has the worst ambulance ramping that it has ever had delivered by the worst health 
minister, by its own standards, that Queensland has ever had. This government is on the fast track to 
becoming the worst government that Queensland has ever had. In the 10 months that it has been in 
office, this government is already surpassing the former Newman government and is well on the way 
to surpassing the former Bjelke-Petersen government.  

The latest health data has revealed that Ipswich has the fourth worst ambulance ramping in the 
state of Queensland. That is not good enough for the proud city of Ipswich. Over 69 per cent of the 
patients who are presenting at Ipswich Hospital are waiting longer than the recommended time—longer 
than what was promised to them by the now Premier when he was opposition leader. They are up there 
waiting on the fourth floor of the hospital. This is a direct result of this government wasting millions of 
dollars that should have been spent on healthcare delivery spent on ads instead. We have all seen the 
‘blue’ ads on TV and heard them on the radio. Members of the government are out there patting 
themselves on the back about what a great job they are doing with taxpayers’ money. Meanwhile, we 
see the real data and we have the worst ramping that we have ever had. 

Those opposite spent over a quarter of a million dollars renaming satellite hospitals, like the 
Ripley satellite hospital in my community, and, of course, they did not spend any money preparing 
properly for the flu season. We had one of the worst flu seasons on record in modern times because 
there is a health minister who is asleep at the wheel and a Premier who will not even come out and say 
whether or not he had his flu vaccination. Is it any wonder that our hospitals are under pressure? People 
are turning up in ambulances seeking health care and they are having to wait too long because of this 
government.  

Labor was proud to deliver a new ambulance station in Ripley. It is now open and operational. 
We have expansions underway at the Ipswich Hospital worth over a billion dollars which were started 
by Labor. That will deliver an extra 200 beds. We have the expansion at Mater Springfield. We have a 
90-bed subacute expansion at the Ripley Satellite Health Centre. All of this was started and funded 
under Labor, but now the LNP are trying to pass off these projects as theirs. People are not buying it. 
The health minister, when he is under pressure getting up in one of his train wreck press conferences, 
can say they are swinging cranes, but the cranes that are being swung are cranes that were funded 
under Labor. Labor is delivering for Ipswich.  

The expansion of the Ripley Satellite Health Centre will deliver 90 subacute beds, but what will 
not be there is the multistorey car park. While the government are out there pretending a Labor project 
is theirs, what the health minister is actually doing is consulting with our community through a ministerial 
infrastructure designation about plans to cut the multistorey car park. When there is overflow into the 
South Ripley community down in Providence, it will be at the feet of this government and this health 
minister.  
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It is plain that the LNP is putting political spin above solutions. Whilst patients are being left to 
wait longer than ever, the CCC probe into the political interference of the LNP in relation to the axing of 
the Chief Health Officer appointment is escalating. This is an absolute shambles. We have health 
projects that are being put on indefinite pause, we have patients who are waiting longer than ever in 
ambulances to access the services that they desperately need and all we have from this government is 
spin and excuses.  

Mr NICHOLLS: I rise on a matter suddenly arising. The member opposite accused me of not 
stating whether I had received the vaccination. He is clearly wrong. I have said that many times and I 
will be writing to you in respect of that matter.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): You understand there is a process for that.  
Mr McCALLUM: Mr Deputy Speaker, for the assistance of the House and the member who just 

rose to his feet, I was referring to the Premier and I am very confident that the record will show that. 
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