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HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 3)  

Second Reading 
Resumed from p. 3933, on motion of Mr Nicholls— 

That the bill be now read a second time.  

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (6.24 pm): I rise to support the Health Legislation Amendment Bill 
(No. 3) 2025. This legislation is representative of the Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government’s 
clear commitment to ensuring Queensland’s health laws remain fit for purpose, contemporary and 
focused intently on the needs of patients, families and frontline clinicians. This is a broad and practical 
bill. It strengthens regulation where it is needed, removes unnecessary rigidity where it causes harm 
and reinforces integrity and accountability across Queensland’s health and hospital system. It reflects 
the Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government’s approach, which is considered reform based on 
consultation and common sense. 

I will first address amendments pertaining to the Assisted Reproductive Technology Act. With 
respect to assisted reproductive technology, many Queensland families have benefited from ART. For 
many Queenslanders it represents their only pathway to parenthood, but we have also seen over recent 
years serious errors, distressing failures and lifelong consequences flowing from mistakes in this sector. 
The previous Labor state government rushed the original legislation, consulted poorly and left behind a 
framework that was well intentioned but in practice was unnecessarily rigid and distressing for patients 
and families. This legislation fixes those problems.  

It introduces sensible flexibility around the collection of donor contact information, provides 
appropriate case-by-case discretion to the director-general where strict application of the law would 
cause undue hardship, strengthens inspection and compliance powers, and futureproofs accreditation 
arrangements. These are practical amendments that provide safety while restoring compassion and 
common sense for families navigating deeply personal and emotional journeys.  

This legislation also makes important changes to organ donation following circulatory death. As 
we know, only a very small percentage of hospital deaths can result in organ donation, yet the impact 
of each donor is extraordinary. Last year alone, 96 Queensland families agreed to donation, leading to 
273 life-saving transplants. This legislation provides clarity around consent for critical pre-death 
procedures, ensuring decisions are lawful, ethical, transparent and made only after life-sustaining 
treatment has been withdrawn. It will remove uncertainty for families and clinicians and help give hope 
to the many Queenslanders still waiting for a transplant.  

In relation to cosmetic surgery, this legislation closes a regulatory gap and allows Queensland to 
mandate compliance with new national safety and quality standards. This is about protecting patients, 
improving oversight and lifting standards in a sector that carries unique risks.  
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I note that this legislation will also strengthen accountability for statutory office holders across 
several health portfolio boards. High standards of performance, integrity and conduct are not optional; 
they are essential. Despite the Labor opposition’s concerns, these provisions mirror those already in 
place across a significant number of other acts, including legislation introduced under the former Labor 
state government. Natural justice will remain. Governor in Council will retain oversight, and these 
powers will only ever be used in rare and serious circumstances. Finally, this legislation also makes a 
minor technical amendment to align Queensland with new national arrangements for occupational 
respiratory disease reporting.  

This legislation delivers very important practical reform where it is needed most. It strengthens 
patient safety, supports ethical and transparent decision-making and further enhances confidence in 
our hospital and health system. The health minister, the Hon. Tim Nicholls, is to be congratulated for 
this legislation. He is achieving significant reforms in the health portfolio. We know that many matters 
had to be resolved with respect to assisted reproductive technology and cosmetic procedures. This 
legislation also strengthens the oversight and governance arrangements with respect to our health 
boards to ensure they are achieving what they set out to achieve—that is, ensuring good clinical service 
delivery in our regions right across Queensland. The reforms contained in this legislation will certainly 
achieve those end points.  

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the work that the minister and his department have done. 
The Health, Environment and Innovation Committee provide oversight of legislation that is referred to 
them and they undertake important work to scrutinise that legislation. I would like to thank those 
committee members for their work. I thank the committee secretariat as well for compiling the reports 
that members of parliament look at. Their work and diligence are critically important to not only 
democracy in Queensland but our clinicians and, most importantly, Queensland patients. With those 
words, I commend the bill to the House.  
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