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JUSTICE, INTEGRITY AND COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE

@@ Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (3.19 pm): | rise to contribute to the debate on the Justice, Integrity
and Community Safety Committee’s report No. 16, which examines the oversight of the Queensland
Family and Child Commission. At the outset, | acknowledge the important work of the committee and
thank its chair the state member for Nicklin, Marty Hunt, and all members for their diligence and
consideration of this important report. Having served on the Health and Ambulance Services Committee
and the Mental Health Select Committee, | know committee members do important work in relation to
the oversight of many departments and other matters. | thank them for the work they have undertaken
in the preparation of this report.

This report specifically reviews the Queensland Family and Child Commission annual report
2023-24, the Child Death Review Board annual report 2023-24 and the public hearing held with
commissioners on 13 March 2025. This report shines a harsh light on the decade of decline under the
former Labor government. It is a system that should be focused on protecting Queensland’s most
vulnerable children but, under Labor, it was left in crisis and presided over a rotating door of failed Labor
ministers who ignored every warning from the QFCC and frontline staff. When the Crisafulli LNP state
government came to office, we inherited a broken system, one that was defined by record numbers of
children in residential care, exhausted caseworkers and soaring costs.

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Deputy Speaker, | rise to a point of order. | am sure that the Leader of the
House is familiar with the modern history of this state. The date upon which his government came to
office was after the date to which this report pertains, therefore, | submit to you that the Leader of the
House’s contribution is not relevant to this debate in accordance with the rulings that you have
repeatedly issued to the House this afternoon. | would ask you to remind him to be relevant.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): Thank you, Manager of Opposition Business. | do not
believe there is a point of order. The Leader of the House is referring to a historical context that included
this time.

Dr ROWAN: This report, as it relates to 2023-24, is another sobering reminder of the failures,
neglect and complacency that became hallmarks of the former Labor government’s approach to child
protection in Queensland. Under the former Labor government, the number of children in residential
care exploded from 650 in 2015 to over 2,212 in 2024, including 116 children aged five and under.
Costs skyrocketed from $200 million to more than $1.1 billion. The QFCC also reported that the number
of children under 12 in residential care more than doubled in recent years. That is a human cost when
it comes to the incompetence of the former Labor government.

As we know, the LNP state government has launched a commission of inquiry into Labor’s broken
child safety system. In reading the report, the QFCC warned that children absent from care placements
are at significant risk of exploitation. Under Labor those children were forgotten, files were left open and
accountability vanished. In contrast, the Crisafulli LNP state government has taken action, launching a
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Queensland first census to locate missing children. | know there have been a number of contributors to
the debate who have talked about missing children but we are determined to actually fix that system
and that is certainly a practical reform.

Case numbers climbed; staffing did not. The result was burnout, high turnover and more children
falling through the cracks. This is certainly what is evident in this report in respect of that reporting
period of 2023-24. What | would particularly like to reflect on in relation to the QFCC and this report is
the repeated warnings about the crossover cohort; that is, children known to both the child protection
and youth justice systems. Specifically because that is contained in the report, it is important to put on
the record that Labor ignored the warnings and what needed to be done to ensure those children were
not only protected but also action was taken to deal with some of the recidivist offenders who were in
the youth justice system.

When we come back to 2023-24, the report should have been on what was occurring in the
system at that particular point in time. It should have really highlighted to the Labor government at that
time what they should have been doing but they had been neglectful. They had not acted. There were
multiple ministers who had not done the appropriate due diligence when it came to the system. That is
why, when we look at the reporting period of that specific year, it is a snapshot in time as to the failings
of the system.

Ms Camm interjected.

Dr ROWAN: | take the interjection from the minister: that was under the former Labor government.
That is why the LNP state government is determined to fix the system. It is determined to protect
children. We know what the remit of the QFCC is all about. It is about ensuring the safety of children,
their health and their wellbeing and building stronger communities. The LNP state government is
determined to do that. We will rebuild the broken system under the former Palaszczuk and Miles state
Labor governments.
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