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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (3.57 pm): It is with a great sense of pride, honour and deep humility 

that I rise today to deliver my address in reply to Her Excellency the Governor as the state member for 
Moggill in the 58th Parliament of Queensland. I congratulate the state member for Condamine, the 
Hon. Pat Weir MP, on his appointment to high office and also acknowledge the election and success of 
the Crisafulli LNP state government at the October 2024 state election.  

I extend my sincere thanks to Premier David Crisafulli and Deputy Premier Jarrod Bleijie for their 
leadership and confidence in appointing me to serve as both the Leader of the House in the Queensland 
parliament and the Assistant Minister to the Premier on Matters of State and New Citizens. I also 
congratulate each and every member of this House on their election to the 58th Parliament. Specifically, 
I extend a warm welcome to the 21 newly elected Liberal National Party members, whose presence in 
this chamber is a testament to the trust Queenslanders have placed in our vision for a better, safer and 
stronger future for our state of Queensland.  

I want to thank the local residents of the electorate of Moggill for once again placing their support 
and trust in me to be their state representative in this House, particularly given this is my fourth term in 
the Queensland parliament. I remain steadfast in my commitment to advocating for and delivering 
meaningful outcomes on behalf of our local community.  

The people of Queensland delivered a clear and decisive message at the last state election. They 
voted for a fresh start—one based on trust, transparency and competence—and a state government 
that will serve with integrity, humility and purpose. Under the leadership of Premier David Crisafulli, that 
is exactly what the Liberal National Party state government has begun delivering. In its first 100 days in 
office, the Crisafulli LNP state government hit the ground running, fulfilling our promises and setting in 
motion the bold and necessary reforms required to rebuild Queensland’s institutions, restore frontline 
services and put Queenslanders first.  

The Crisafulli LNP state government has acted decisively to make Queensland safer by 
introducing and passing the first and second tranches of our Making Queensland Safer Laws. These 
laws are sending an unambiguous message—adult crime will be met with adult consequences. Above 
all, we are placing the rights of victims before the excuses of offenders. We have already bolstered 
Queensland’s Police Service by more than 240 officers in just our first 200 days. Residents are 
demanding safer communities and we are delivering.  

When it comes to addressing Labor’s health crisis, Queenslanders are finally seeing 
transparency and accountability restored with our health and hospital system. Through our Open 
Hospitals portal patients and families now have access to real-time data, empowering them to make 
informed health decisions. We have also unveiled our Hospital Rescue Plan, a comprehensive 
approach to fixing Queensland’s health system.  
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Importantly, cost of living remains a key priority for the Crisafulli LNP state government and we 
are not wasting any time in delivering meaningful relief. We have acted by abolishing stamp duty on 
new homes for all first home buyers, removing a major barrier to home ownership and helping more 
Queenslanders achieve their dream of a place to call their own.  

With respect to housing policy, our government has established the Queensland Ministerial 
Housing Taskforce, driving forward key initiatives such as unlocking surplus church and charity land to 
create more community housing—commonsense reforms designed to get more homes built and more 
families into secure accommodation.  

We have also unveiled the true cost of Cross River Rail, demonstrating this government’s 
commitment to honesty and accountability with respect to infrastructure delivery, and we have locked 
in the LNP’s permanent 50-cent fares, ensuring that affordability and accessibility underpin our 
approach to public transport. Through our decisive early actions Queenslanders are seeing what a 
competent, forward-focused and responsible government looks like. We are proving that good 
government is not only possible but essential.  

Serving local residents as the state member for Moggill is both a privilege and a responsibility 
that I continue to uphold with purpose, strength and determination. As an elected member of the 
Crisafulli LNP state government I am pleased that our local community can look forward to the delivery 
of meaningful and well-considered commitments backed by proper planning, community consultation 
and real investment. One of our signature local priorities is the delivery of a comprehensive integrated 
road and public transport plan for the western suburbs of Brisbane. This initiative is not just about traffic 
congestion; it is also about delivering better connectivity, safer roads, enhanced public and active 
transport and planning for the future with genuine community input. As a part of this, $75 million has 
been committed to address safety and congestion at the Kenmore roundabout, an intersection that has 
long required comprehensive action.  

Locally in education, $2 million has been committed to develop a detailed business case and 
planning for a new high school in the electorate of Moggill. For too long families in our community have 
had limited options when it comes to local secondary schooling. This important project marks the 
beginning of delivering greater educational choice closer to home.  

Our community also needs spaces to connect, grow and support one another. That is why the 
Crisafulli LNP state government has committed $3 million to establish a new community and 
neighbourhood hub in the electorate of Moggill, an important hub for vital local services, programs and 
events that strengthen community ties. Importantly, the government is also supporting our local groups 
and organisations that are the pillars of civic life. We have committed dedicated funding to our local 
scouting and Girl Guide groups, horse and pony clubs, creek catchment and environmental groups and 
community gardens. These organisations play a vital role in environmental stewardship, youth 
development and building a strong sense of community.  

In the area of sport and recreation, funding has been committed to the UQ Football Club, the 
Kenmore Bears Junior Australian Football Club, the Moggill Mustangs—Junior AFL Club, Moggill 
Football Club and the Kenmore Bears rugby club. A new footpath to the Moggill District Sports Park will 
also be delivered to improve access and support greater participation in community sport. I am pleased 
to also share that we are investing in the infrastructure of our cherished local institutions: $150,000 has 
been committed for infrastructure upgrades at the Brookfield Showground, and $100,000 for the 
Mount Crosby Bowls Club—recognising their enduring roles in bringing our community together, 
generation after generation. These are genuine, actionable commitments that will be delivered by a 
Liberal National Party state government that respects local communities and understands that the 
foundations of good government begin at the grassroots. Even in our first months in office, we have 
seen further wins for the residents of the electorate of Moggill. Through the Gambling Community 
Benefit Fund, local organisations will share in more than $88,000 in funding, including $35,000 for the 
Upper Brookfield Community Hall for vital upgrades; over $34,000 for the Brookfield United Cricket Club 
for field maintenance equipment; and almost $6,000 for the Bellbowrie Men’s Shed for essential 
amenities upgrades. These grants are timely and welcome. As cost-of-living pressures continue to 
challenge households and organisations alike, this additional funding ensures that our community 
groups can continue their important work, supported and strengthened by the state government. 

Our local schools have also received direct benefits from the LNP government’s $44 million 
Behavioural Boost for Queensland state schools. More than $400,000 is being delivered directly to 
schools in the electorate of Moggill. This funding will enhance classroom environments, reduce 
disruption and support students through the hiring of teacher aides, speech pathologists, occupational 
therapists and more. These investments are not only delivering for today, but they are building a 
stronger Moggill for tomorrow. 
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Having served as the shadow minister for education and shadow minister for the arts in the 
57th Parliament, I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the constructive relationships built with 
educators, community leaders, artistic institutions and stakeholders right across Queensland. It was a 
privilege to engage with so many Queenslanders in shaping important policies and promoting 
excellence in these vital sectors.  

I am honoured to have been appointed as assistant minister to the Premier and also Leader of 
the House in the 58th Parliament of Queensland. These are roles of great responsibility and I am 
committed to ensuring the efficient and effective functioning of the Queensland parliament, as well as 
contributing to the strategic direction of the government through my attendance at cabinet as Leader of 
the House. These responsibilities reflect the trust placed in me by the Premier and my colleagues and 
I approach my responsibilities with focus, discipline and a deep commitment to public service. These 
roles are not only a personal honour but a solemn duty. They are positions of trust that I undertake with 
the utmost respect for this democratic institution on behalf of the government and for the people of 
Queensland. As the Premier of Queensland said to me when offering these appointments— 
Doctor, I know you will be methodical, calm, measured and diligent with respect to the efficient functioning of the Queensland 
Parliament, including the implementation of the LNP state government’s legislative agenda, and particularly given your high 
degree of professionalism and strong diplomatic skills. 

These words reflect not only the seriousness with which these responsibilities are viewed but 
also the values that I continue to bring to the role each and every day. As Leader of the House, my core 
responsibility is to ensure the orderly and efficient conduct of business within this chamber. This means 
working collaboratively across government and respectfully with members of the opposition and 
crossbench to facilitate the consideration of legislation and motions with fairness and integrity. The role 
of Leader of the House assists in upholding the dignity of this institution, fostering a culture of respect 
and deliberation and ensuring that the Queensland parliament functions at the highest possible 
standard. 

I have already developed a constructive and respectful working relationship with the Manager of 
Opposition Business, the member for Springwood. As assistant minister to the Premier, I am privileged 
to work alongside and collaborate with the Premier and Deputy Premier in implementing the 
government’s strategic agenda and legislative program. This includes supporting the coordination of 
cabinet priorities, enhancing whole-of-government collaboration and contributing to the delivery of 
reforms and initiatives that respond directly to the needs and aspirations of Queenslanders. These 
responsibilities also extend to assisting with intergovernmental relations, stakeholder engagement and 
ensuring policy implementation is both efficient and effective. In doing so, I have had the privilege of 
representing the Premier and the Queensland government at numerous formal events and also 
strengthening Queensland’s connections both domestically and internationally. Over recent months I 
have held productive and engaging discussions with a number of international representatives, 
including ambassadors, honorary consuls and high commissioners. These engagements reaffirm 
Queensland’s standing as an outward-looking jurisdiction committed to mutual cooperation, global 
friendship and peaceful engagement. 

In parallel, I have been honoured to represent the Premier of Queensland at numerous significant 
commemorative and civic events, particularly those that reflect our government’s enduring respect for 
those who have served and sacrificed in the defence of our nation. That the Queensland Premier has 
personally taken on the additional responsibilities as the Minister for Veterans certainly demonstrates 
this government’s unwavering commitment to honouring and supporting Queensland’s veteran 
community. From attending the 83rd Bangka Island Massacre Commemoration Service to joining the 
Governor of Queensland for the 124th birthday celebrations of the Royal Australian Navy onboard the 
HMAS Choules, I have witnessed firsthand the deep sense of pride and service that defines our 
Defence community. Whether commemorating Victory in Europe Day, opening the Geebung RSL 
Remembrance Garden, joining in the Samford RSL Sub-Branch Memorial Rededication, participating 
in the Run Army 2025 event, these occasions have been powerful reminders of the legacy and values 
we are entrusted to protect. The Crisafulli LNP state government’s commitment to Queensland veterans 
is backed by policy, respect and action. As assistant minister to the Premier, I will continue to support 
this work, engaging stakeholders and community with empathy, professionalism and purpose. 

I am acutely aware that public service, particularly at a senior level, must be grounded in integrity, 
principle and a genuine desire to improve the lives of others. I bring to these roles not only my 
professional background but also my longstanding belief that good policy is people centred policy and 
that consultation is not tokenistic but a core foundation of trust. In these capacities, I look forward to 
supporting our Premier and the government in delivering the fresh start that Queenslanders have voted 
for, ensuring our legislative reforms are guided by evidence, compassion and purpose.  
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This year, 2025, marks the end of the first quarter of the 21st century, a milestone that invites 
reflection but, more importantly, demands imagination. In just 25 years we have witnessed extraordinary 
technological progress, social change and global connectivity. From smartphones to artificial 
intelligence, medical innovations and new frontiers in energy, we have entered an age defined by speed, 
complexity and possibility. Yet for all that has changed, the central aspirations of Queenslanders remain 
remarkably consistent: safer communities, better health care, stronger education, economic opportunity 
and a fair go for every family. Our task now, as the newly elected state Liberal National Party 
government, is to not only respond to the challenges of our time but also lead Queensland boldly into 
the future. The next quarter century offers extraordinary opportunity. Queensland has the natural 
advantages, the scientific capacity and capability, and the entrepreneurial spirit to become a global 
leader in research, innovation and real-world translation.  

As a specialist physician, I know firsthand the power of discovery and the importance of 
translational research. That is why I am deeply committed to seeing Queensland remain as an 
international centre for translational research—a place where our world-class universities, hospitals and 
biotechnology firms work collaboratively to deliver life-changing solutions not just for Queenslanders 
but also for humanity. We must build on the strengths of our medical and health precincts in Brisbane, 
the Gold Coast and Townsville while expanding research investment into regional centres, ensuring 
innovation is inclusive and statewide. We have the scientists, we have the clinicians, we have the 
institutions and now, under the leadership of Premier David Crisafulli, the member for Broadwater, we 
have a government that is prepared to back the vision and to create the policy settings and long-term 
investment needed to compete with the best in the world.  

The same can be said for education and skills. As industries evolve and new careers emerge, 
our education system must be equally agile. Whether it is STEM, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity or 
advanced manufacturing, Queensland can be a global centre for next-generation talent if we invest 
early, train deeply and build connections between industry and education that are real and enduring.  

Likewise, our state can lead on sustainability and resilience. Queenslanders understand the 
reality of floods, fires and droughts but we also understand innovation. The future of energy, water 
security and urban design is being shaped now and we have the chance to get it right. We must be 
guided by evidence. We must remain open to new ideas and, above all, we must bring Queenslanders 
with us, consulting, listening and adapting along the way.  

If the past 25 years brought us smartphones, space tourism, significant medical breakthroughs 
and social transformation, the next 25 years may well redefine what it means to live, work and thrive in 
a growing Queensland. Let us be ambitious, let us be bold and let us say with confidence that 
Queensland’s best days lie ahead, not behind. Let us ensure that our children and grandchildren look 
back at this moment and this government as one that not only merely managed the present but also 
imagined the future and helped to shape it.  

As I draw my address-in-reply speech to a close, I wish to acknowledge those whose efforts and 
support have been integral to our shared work and purpose. I wish to acknowledge my family and thank 
them for their ongoing support and words of encouragement. As all members in this place know, we 
cannot do the roles and fulfil the responsibilities that we are entrusted to implement without their 
support. Certainly, I would not be able to do that.  

To the chair of my Moggill state electorate council, Paul McMonagle, all volunteers, my local LNP 
branch members, my booth workers and the many community supporters who stood with me throughout 
the 2024 election campaign: I thank them for their commitment to our shared values and to our great 
democracy. I would also like to acknowledge the contributions of Councillor Greg Adermann and 
Councillor Penny Wolff, who are both Brisbane City councillors for their respective wards. Certainly, 
their support throughout the election campaign was appreciated.  

I also wish to acknowledge all of my staff and, in particular, Daniel Downes. Daniel and his wife, 
Eunice, welcomed their first child, Ekari, in the middle of the election campaign. In fact, Daniel received 
the call that his wife was in labour whilst we were in the middle of our usual Saturday morning roadsides. 
It certainly shows his dedication that he was out on the roadside that morning. He left the roadside but 
for the genuine and good reason of welcoming his first child. He has certainly been very supportive over 
many years and I thank him for that.  

I want to acknowledge my parents, both of whom have died since I have been in this place. They 
are always remembered in my heart, particularly my mother who sacrificed a lot when I was a child. 
She was a schoolteacher. She raised me as a single parent because my parents were divorced. She 
made immense sacrifices throughout the years to ensure that I got a good education and she gave me 
the opportunity to stand in this place. As all members in this House would appreciate, over the years 
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we make a lot of sacrifices to fulfil our responsibilities to this place. I wish I had spent more time with 
both of them, but I certainly acknowledge what they did for me throughout the years of my childhood, 
adolescence and into adulthood. It is very important to remember that, particularly when we are giving 
speeches such as the one that I am giving today.  

Finally, to my parliamentary colleagues, both new and returning: it is an honour to serve alongside 
them as part of the Crisafulli LNP state government. This is a state government that is united in its 
mission, commitment to integrity and focus on outcomes for all Queenslanders, including local residents 
in the western suburbs of Brisbane and the electorate of Moggill. Over the next four years I certainly 
look forward to delivering for my local residents and, more broadly as a part of the Crisafulli LNP state 
government, for all Queenslanders.  
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