Speech By
Dr Christian Rowan

/- MEMBER FOR MOGGILL

Record of Proceedings, 21 May 2025

ADJOURNMENT

Vanuatu, Parliamentary Delegation; Anzac Day; Victory in Europe Day; Moggill
Electorate, Events

%« DrROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (11.19 pm): The bilateral relationship and friendship between
Australia, Queensland and Vanuatu is one founded on shared values, a strong sense of purpose, a
genuine commitment to both democracy and accountable government, as well as to security, defence
cooperation and peace within our region. As the Leader of the House in the Queensland parliament, |
wish to sincerely thank the Hon. Stephen Felix, the Speaker of the Parliament of Vanuatu, and Maxime
Banga, the Clerk of the Parliament of Vanuatu, for their warm welcome as | participated in the recent
United Nations Development Program regional parliamentary delegation to Vanuatu.

It was an honour to support this important strategic initiative, along with other elected
representatives from our region including the Hon. Lenora Qeregeretabua MP, the Deputy Speaker of
the Fiji parliament, and the Hon. Melissa Lee MP of the New Zealand parliament. | certainly look forward
to welcoming and joining our friends from the parliament of Vanuatu next week, when a special
delegation visits our Queensland parliament.

As Assistant Minister to the Premier, | was also privileged to recently attend the 2025 University
of Queensland Medicine Society Anzac Day Memorial Service. This significant annual event
commemorates the University of Queensland’s deep and lasting connection to the Australian Defence
Force and honours the 14 medical students and graduates who made the ultimate sacrifice in the
service and defence of our nation.

This year's keynote address was delivered by Commodore Anthony Holley AM, Principal
Consultant in Trauma Medicine to the Surgeon General of the ADF. Dr Holley is also a Senior Staff
Intensivist at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital. | take this opportunity to acknowledge
Commodore Holley’s contribution to both the medical profession and, more broadly, the Australian
Defence Force.

Recently, | also attended the commemorative service marking the 80th anniversary of Victory in
Europe Day. Held at the Allies Memorial in New Farm, this service acknowledged the courage, sacrifice
and legacy of those who served during the Second World War. It was a pleasure to attend this event,
along with many dignitaries including 7th Brigade Commanding Officer, Brigadier Giles Cornelia DSM,
CSM.

Last weekend, more than 1,200 local residents took part in the annual Moggill Marathon. | was
delighted to once again support and participate in this local community initiative. | would like to
congratulate David Ember, his team and various community organisations and sponsors for delivering
another outstanding event.

Finally, this weekend one of Queensland’s most beloved community events, the Brookfield Show,
will be held. Starting this Friday and running across three packed days, the Brookfield Show truly has
something for everyone. | am incredibly proud to once again support this iconic event, including as
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sponsor of the Brookfield Art Show, which showcases some of the most impressive artistic talent from
across our region. There are many people who will be there on the weekend. It is the best show in
Queensland, | have to say. | know that others try to compete with it, but it is certainly an excellent show.
| encourage all members to attend that show this weekend.
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