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MAKING QUEENSLAND SAFER (ADULT CRIME, ADULT TIME) AMENDMENT 
BILL 

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (5.12 pm): I rise to address the Making Queensland Safer (Adult 
Crime, Adult Time) Amendment Bill 2025. This bill is more than just another piece of legislation. It is a 
further defining step forward. It sends a clear message to Queenslanders that the Crisafulli Liberal 
National Party state government is continuing the important reform work that we promised, 
strengthening our youth justice laws to restore community safety.  

In just six months, Queenslanders have witnessed a clear contrast to the past decade. We were 
elected with a clear mandate: to end Labor’s chaos and neglect and to provide a fresh start for 
Queensland. Before Christmas we passed the first tranche of Adult Crime, Adult Time laws, ensuring 
serious young offenders face real consequences. Today’s bill represents the next phase of that 
commitment.  

This legislation expands section 175A of the Youth Justice Act 1992, adding 20 new serious 
offences eligible for adult penalties. These include rape, attempted rape, arson, kidnapping, drug 
trafficking, torture, ramming police vehicles, sexual assault and attempted murder. The Crisafulli Liberal 
National Party state government makes no apology for taking decisive action. We are restoring 
accountability and community safety that was eroded under years of misguided Labor policies.  

Under Labor, detention was made a last resort, breach of bail was removed, youth crime 
escalated, and repeat offending went unaddressed. A generation of young criminals learned there were 
no real consequences for action. By contrast, the Crisafulli LNP state government has listened to 
victims, police and communities. We established an expert legal panel—including legal, law 
enforcement and victims’ representatives—to assess which offences should carry adult penalties. 
These recommendations informed this bill. Importantly, these amendments still allow courts to exercise 
proportionality in sentencing, but now those courts will no longer be shackled by constraints that 
previously prevented them from delivering sentences that match community expectations.  

These reforms, like those already implemented, are measured and targeted. They balance the 
need for public safety, offender accountability and deterrence. Already Queenslanders are seeing 
results. Across Queensland, crime is down three per cent when comparing January to April 2025 with 
the same period the year before. Robbery is down more than 15 per cent, unlawful entry is down by 
over 11 per cent and car theft is down by almost 8.5 per cent.  

For local residents in the electorate of Moggill and the Brisbane west region, we have seen a 
10.5 per cent reduction in the unlawful use of a motor vehicle. Wounding offences are down by more 
than 38 per cent and robberies have decreased by almost 11 per cent. That is real change but we know 
that the work is not done. We know that certainly more needs to be done. There are certainly promising 
signs and the beginnings of the recovery from a decade of neglect.  
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The Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government is determined to keep going. 
Queenslanders deserve a government that puts their safety first. We are not just responding to crime; 
we are also preventing it. There are many important programs like Staying on Track, Regional Reset 
and the Kickstarter grants program as well that provide early intervention to help break the cycle of 
offending. Prevention is the most powerful form of protection we can offer. When serious crimes are 
committed, there must be serious consequences. That is the principle behind Adult Crime, Adult Time—
accountability, safety and respect for victims.  

Mr Power interjected.  

Dr ROWAN: I hear the interjections from the member for Logan. That is why we are taking this 
issue very seriously. We are committed to restoring community safety. We are committed to ensuring 
that we end a decade of the youth crime crisis which was under the former Labor governments—both 
the Palaszczuk and Miles Labor governments. We have had to take serious reforms and implement our 
legislative agenda. We were given a clear mandate at the last election. That is why we continue to 
strengthen the laws with respect to dealing with these issues.  

Restoring community safety is very important for the people of Queensland. I know members on 
the other side have not accepted the fact that it was their decisions that led to a generation of youth 
criminals who have been committing offences.  

Mr Boothman: Untouchables. 

Dr ROWAN: I take the interjection from the member for Theodore—untouchables who clearly 
thought that they were above the law, that they could commit these offences, that they could jeopardise 
community safety.  

These laws are about ensuring accountability and ensuring safety and respect for victims. All 
Queenslanders know they can trust the Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government to continue 
strengthening laws and restoring confidence in our justice system—not through words but through 
actions. That is what this government is about. This government is about action. It is about delivering 
for all of Queensland.  

This legislation reflects community expectations. It puts victims first. It tells young offenders, ‘If 
you commit adult crimes, you will face adult penalties.’ After 10 years of Labor failure, Queenslanders 
demanded change. With the Crisafulli LNP state government, that is exactly what they are getting. As 
such, I commend the bill to the House.  

 

 


