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CORONERS (MINING AND RESOURCES CORONER) AMENDMENT BILL 2025

X« Mr HEAD (Callide—LNP) (11.54 am): Every worker deserves to go to work and come home to
their families in one piece each and every day. | was a geologist at Anglo American’s Moranbah North
mine in 2022 when Gavin Feltwell was tragically killed at that very site. | did not personally know Gavin,
but I will never forget the mood on the ground when | got back from my shift only days later. Of course,
in the first instance | did not know if there would be a shift to go back to after the tragedy occurred.
There is not a more stark reminder of our mortality than when one of your colleagues gets killed at the
same place you work.

Gavin deserved to return home that day. His family deserved for him to return home, too. It is
people like Gavin and hundreds more who have been killed in our mines in our state who remind us of
the need to do better. Unfortunately, too many times in this House | have called out the previous
government for not having done enough, with many safety outcomes in Queensland’s mining sector
declining over the last decade.

| have also had the experience of working on the ground in mine sites in both New South Wales
and here in Queensland. | know firsthand that New South Wales was a lot more proactive and practical
and worked a lot better hand in hand with industry. This in itself means that | know Queensland has to
do better, and | will keep working with the minister for resources to make sure we do better.

This legislation brings an important change that will help mine safety in Queensland, but we know
there is so much more to do. We live in a resource-rich state, with the mining industry providing the
backbone for the Queensland economy. Now that we have a Queensland government that works
actively with the people of Queensland, we can expand on the fresh start we are giving this state by
collaborating to ensure safety where people live and, of course, promote more prosperity and growth
across all aspects of our economy.

Through this amendment bill, the Crisafulli government is prioritising the safety of our mining and
resources workers. Labor’s record is that in 2001 they axed the important mining warden’s court. This
bill delivers on an election commitment to establish a dedicated mining and resources coroner and
restores a vital justice service to the sector that has been missing. The coroner’s position will be
appointed by Governor in Council.

The aim of this bill is to provide more timely answers and certainty to families of loved ones in
the instance of a fatality. The Attorney-General has outlined a lot of the detail and the minister for
resources has also outlined a lot of the detail as to how this is an appropriate change and it is targeted
in the right manner. The coroner will be responsible for conducting investigations and mandatory
inquests for all mining related reportable deaths. This importantly removes the previous discretion of a
coroner to make the decision on whether to conduct an inquest. These investigations include accidental
deaths that result from mining related injuries on mines, coalmines, quarries and certain petroleum and
gas sites.
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The coroner may also choose to conduct inquests for reportable deaths outside the scope,
including deaths due to self-harm or when commuting to and from work if it is in the public interest. If it
is determined on the evidence that the death was intentionally self-inflicted, the Mining and Resources
Coroner may decide, under section 28 of the Coroners Act, to conduct an inquest if it is in the public
interest. For example, the Mining and Resources Coroner may decide to hold an inquest if a death from
a self-inflicted injury on a mine site accommodation is found to be linked with an operator’s failure to
meet safety and health obligations. This is an important note and discounts a lot of the misinformation
being spread by those opposite.

| also note the committee comment about associated deaths. The report states—

The committee is of the opinion that the definition of a mining related injury and mine area as provided by the bill is sufficiently
broad and provides sufficient scope for the Mining and Resources Coroner. The committee also notes that a death resulting from
a mining related activity not covered under the definitions provided in the bill would still be subject to a coronial investigation or
inquest if found to be in the public interest.

Further, | want to talk about more of the claims of those opposite. In this debate they keep
referring to the MEU’s submission on suicides in the mining industry—and they are far too high. As the
representative of a rural electorate, primary industries more broadly have suicide rates that are far too
high, but | also want to flesh this out a bit. Those opposite are talking about national statistics. | do not
know for what period those statistics were captured—I did not have a chance to clarify that—but here
in Queensland we have had a Labor government for the past 10 years. What was it doing for those 10
years if it thought the mining suicide rates were far too high?

Mr Bennett: A really good question.

Mr HEAD: | take that interjection from the member for Burnett. There are many other jurisdictions
that are run by Labor governments and those statistics likely reflect those states, so | ask: what are they
doing?

Amendments have been circulated and spoken about by those opposite with regard to travel to
and from work. As a former employee of the sector, | know that mining companies regularly have
stringent policies with regard to travel to and from work. The opposition’s amendment as written
references ‘at the time of the accident’. Essentially, a company could have a policy in place that says a
person must finish their shift at a certain time and stay in camp overnight—I lived and worked in a
workplace that had policies like that—but the worker could ignore that policy and start to travel home.
If they are killed in an accident en route, the accident would become the responsibility of the Mining and
Resources Coroner.

There may be other tragedies that occur during transit. In one of their examples, those opposite
even talk about lunchbreaks offsite. If a company has provided an appropriate facility onsite for lunch
and then a tragedy occurs offsite, those opposite want the Mining and Resources Coroner to investigate
those deaths. They want them to become a mining related reportable death. The reality is that this
would take away from the core focus and the core purpose of the Mining and Resources Coroner and
would ensure it would have to spend time, effort and resources on other matters that, frankly, may not
be mining related. This in turn will impact on the benefit that this coroner can provide to the state. | could
list many examples showing how the nature of this amendment could tie up the resources coroner, but
I will not trivialise premature deaths at all. Therefore, the scope that has been put forward is appropriate
to do what is needed in this state.

Regardless, any death that is reportable must be investigated by the coroner. The coroner’s
investigation will primarily determine the identity of the deceased person, the place, the date and the
medical cause of death. The determination of cause of death will also provide information and prevent
similar deaths happening in the future and keep companies in the resource sector accountable, and the
Mining and Resources Coroner will only commence inquests once any criminal proceedings are
finalised and those recommendations will be provided to the Attorney-General and other relevant
ministers and the CEO of RSHQ.

This is a good bill and | fully support the Attorney-General and the Minister for Natural Resources
in implementing this change. When the Mining and Resources Coroner is not performing mining related
work, it will be helping in the justice system with other coronial work. This bill is about prioritising safety
for the mining and resources sector by establishing this coroner. Unfortunately, those opposite seem
determined to find a political angle that is, frankly, grasping at straws in the broad context of other
avenues to address the issues they have raised.

Opposition members interjected.
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Mr HEAD: | said: in the broad context of everything else that addresses the problems that those
opposite have raised. They had 10 years to fix many of these problems but did not. I thank the minister
for coming to Moura recently for the Miners Memorial Day.

Mr Power interjected.

Mr HEAD: | take the movement from the member opposite, who | understand is on a warning.
Nonetheless, | will take the member for Logan’s participation in the debate in that he was also in
attendance. It was 50 years since the Kianga mine disaster. That was a tragedy that hit that mining
community. That community has had far too many mining deaths in its history and there are still many
family members there today, but | thank the minister for coming. It was a very fitting memorial service
for the many miners who lost their lives in the several tragedies there. | commend this bill to the House.
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