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ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER LEGISLATION (REVERSAL OF GREAT 
BARRIER REEF PROTECTION MEASURES) AMENDMENT BIL 

Mr ANDREW (Mirani—PHON) (6.07 pm): I am pleased to speak in support of the Environmental 
and Other Legislation (Reversal of Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) Amendment Bill. I would 
like to state at the outset that the old fellas like Jim Edwards and John Turnbull, who have lived on the 
reef since they were 17 with their fishing boats, told me about the cyclones that they witnessed and how 
they were tied up inside the small lagoons on the reef. After the cyclones had passed over their boats, 
the reef was smashed to pieces and dead fish floated to the surface of the water. There is not one dollar 
or any legislation that we can pass in this chamber that would change those outcomes. The reef fixes 
itself.  

The bill seeks to reverse changes brought in by the government as part of its Environmental 
Protection (Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other Legislation Amendment Act. The act, 
passed in 2019, introduced a set of highly restrictive regulations on industry in reef-adjacent regions, 
mostly agriculture. Under the new regulations, cattle, cane, banana, crop and grain producers have 
been regulated into a Big Brother style system of control, most for the first time. The new regulations 
unfairly target all farmers in the reef regions irrespective of what is produced or where, with very little 
evidence provided as to how these draconian restrictions will benefit anyone, let alone the reef.  

The draconian act gives power to the environmental chief executive officer to change minimum 
practice farming standards in any way at any time with no regard for the devastating impacts the 
regulations will have on farmers or regional communities. The act holds no mechanism for review or 
appeal of any changes made and no requirements that the changes be evidence based. In fact, the 
whole system is little more than a grab for valuable private business data and control by Brisbane’s 
power hungry and unaccountable bureaucrats. It is a shame.  

International and wealthy green groups like the WWF assisted with the drafting of the new 
regulations whilst agricultural industries and farmers— 

Government members interjected.  
Mr ANDREW: I am not taking any interjections, thanks.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hart): Pause the clock. The background sound is getting out of 

control. I would like to listen to what the member for Mirani is saying. You are welcome to combat it 
afterwards, but let’s hear what he has to say.  

Mr ANDREW: Agricultural industries and farmers were excluded from the lawmaking process. 
Every amendment they asked for was ignored and every request for input dismissed. If allowed to stand, 
the regulations will destroy— 

Ms King interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Pumicestone, I just warned everybody. 

You are now warned under the standing orders.  
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Mr ANDREW: If allowed to stand, the regulations will destroy all chance of expansion, productivity 
and innovation in Queensland agriculture.  

Queensland farmers are struggling to remain viable with an increasingly hostile policy 
environment in Queensland. Already crippled by the skyrocketing water and electricity costs, farmers 
have said these new reef regulations will be the final straw for many. Provisions in the bill will soften 
some of the worst aspects of the 2019 act, particularly around record keeping, first offence penalties 
and the farmer’s liability for mistakes made by their employees. The new bill also returns the enormous 
powers that the act had delegated to the CEO to the minister, who is at least accountable to parliament 
for the decisions they make.  

As it says in the bill’s explanatory notes, there is a growing scepticism around much of the science 
on water quality and the role played in all of it by agricultural run-off as we do not know to this day if 
there is actually a baseline. Most of the scientific research says that there is no baseline. The state and 
federal governments have spent billions on reef health research over the past decade. In fact, by 
2023-24 the combined total spend by both will have been $3.52 billion since 2015. That is a staggering 
sum to spend. I also suspect that science has very little to do with any of it.  

If our governments really cared about the science and the environment, why have they allowed 
our beaches and waterways to become clogged and polluted with plastic PPE waste for the last two 
years? According to last week’s record from the World Economic Forum, PPE waste has added 144,000 
tonnes of waste to the environment, and most of it is plastic. On top of that, there is an additional 2,600 
tonnes of general rubbish, tonnes of hazardous waste and 731,000 litres of chemical waste. However, 
they are not telling regional Queenslanders anything they do not already know. For two years now we 
have become used to seeing discarded masks and plastic gloves littering the state’s pavements, 
roadsides, creeks, beaches and oceans, and that all goes into the sea.  

Farmers increasingly believe the science that they are being given on the health of the Great 
Barrier Reef’s water, and the role played by their industry activities is both deeply flawed and 
compromised. I heard speeches mention Peter Ridd. Peter Ridd and his team have done more sampling 
of water quality of their own volition over the last 30-odd years than all the other testers combined. That 
came from Mr Ridd. He was also in charge of making the instruments that sampled the water. I say that 
for the record.  

The most recent science act reference dated from 2017, and even that was based on model 
conclusions which have never been thoroughly checked or independently verified. We only have to look 
at the websites like Retraction Watch to see all the scientific papers written by peer reviewed experts 
that subsequently have to be retracted each year. As the former chief scientist Alan Finkel said in 
relation to scientific research, ‘The people who pay, the taxpayers, are no longer prepared to take us 
on trust.’  

There is simply no credible evidence that there has been any significant decline in water quality 
on the Great Barrier Reef. There are scientific papers going back 50 years which show sedimentary 
loads from land based run-off almost never reach the Great Barrier Reef itself. The massive flow of 
water in and out of the reef waters from the Coral Sea quickly dilutes any nutrients or sediments in 
outflows from our rivers and waterways. In fact, more water flows in and out of the reef from the Coral 
Sea over eight hours than is released from all of the Queensland rivers combined during an entire year. 
That is why only trace elements of land sediment have ever been found in the Great Barrier Reef’s 
waters where 99 per cent of the coral’s reefs are located. While there are few coral reefs located 
inshore, these make up as little as three per cent of the total number of reefs. These inshore reefs do 
occasionally show slightly elevated amounts of sediment and nutrients, but there is simply no way of 
knowing how much of it comes from pesticide use and how much of it is natural land run-off. Most of 
the time sediment and nitrogen are virtually undetectable in reef waters even when using the most 
sensitive of testing equipment.  

Queensland farmers have the right to expect that the science underpinning the government’s 
reef regulations is 100 per cent independent and verifiable. That is why I strongly support the bill’s 
establishment of an independent scientific body to provide advice on the implementation of any new 
standards that go to the reef. Right now there are far too many vested interests, hidden agendas and 
rent seekers involved in reef science in Queensland. The heavy reliance on modelling especially needs 
to be reviewed and subjected to rigorous scientific testing. Continual water monitoring, real-time and 
stream monitoring in particular are urgently needed to gain a clearer picture of water quality standards 
on the reef and the role played by agricultural run-off. Without that, farmers will continue to suspect that 
all of these models are simply saying what the government funded experts, wealthy foundations and 
internationals NGOs want them to say. 
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It is hard to overstate the danger posed by these reef mandates or the destructive impacts they 
will have on the farmers and regional economies when they are rolled out. Tightening the regulatory 
screws like this will only lead to more bankruptcies, more family break-ups, more suicides and more 
heartbreak for our state’s primary producers. Right now confidence levels in agriculture, particularly 
amongst the cane and dairy farmers, are at record lows. We are losing them all the time. Wielding a big 
stick against them in this way will be counterproductive for both the reef and farming.  

Ultimately the impact of the new laws could even threaten food security in Queensland. If farmers 
are not given a decisive voice in managing their own land and government continues to involve green 
groups and dodgy models in its decision-making process Queenslanders will start seeing empty shelves 
in their supermarkets in the not-too-distant future. If nothing else, the last two years have taught us the 
critical role played by agriculture and farming in providing us with the necessities of life here in 
Queensland. Farming is an essential service like no other, and farmers deserve much better treatment 
than they are getting at the hands of this government and its so-called partners in private NGO sectors. 
We need our farmers. If we do not fight for them today, we will end up in a world where our food comes 
from some genetic lab—not fresh, not wholesome, not the beautiful food that Queensland produces. I 
congratulate the Katter party for introducing this bill and defending the rights of the Queensland farmers. 
I will be voting in favour of it.  
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