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TRANSPORT LEGISLATION (ROAD SAFETY AND OTHER MATTERS) 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Ms LEAHY (Warrego—LNP) (11.06 am): Before moving to the details of the bill, I would like to 
offer some words of condolence in relation to Monday’s plane crash. I wish to express my sincere 
condolences to the family and friends of the late Tom Strachan and his son Noah and senior pilot Gary 
Liehm. To all those associated with Tom, Noah and Gary through the agricultural and aviation 
industries, you have my deepest sympathy and support during this difficult time. This loss is truly 
devastating and very hard to come to terms with. 

I wish to contribute to the debate on the Transport Legislation (Road Safety and Other Matters) 
Amendment Bill. I thank the members of the Transport and Resources Committee and their staff for 
their consideration of the bill. The bill mainly amends transport related legislation. However, it also 
amends housing legislation to correct numerical drafting errors in the Housing Legislation Amendment 
Act 2021.  

The policy objectives of the bill are to: improve road safety; increase the range of allowable 
motorised mobility devices; make improvements to court and other processes; and make minor 
enhancements to transport and other legislation. Currently, all revenue from camera detected offences 
must be used for road safety education, road accident rehabilitation and safety improvements on state 
controlled roads where accidents most frequently happen. It is proposed by the legislation to broaden 
where the revenue can be spent to include: collaborating with organisations and local communities to 
develop and implement safer practices; enabling vulnerable road users to participate in programs to 
improve their safety on the road; and proactively researching innovative solutions to existing or 
emerging problems. 

Changes are also proposed as to where funding can be used for infrastructure safety 
improvements. I do have a great interest in that. Currently, the state legislation limits this to state 
controlled roads where accidents most frequently happen. The bill will broaden this to fund any safety 
improvements on state controlled roads, prioritised to maximise the reduction in the frequency and 
severity of road crashes.  

Another key factor in road crashes is either the local conditions or the design—or should I say 
sometimes the design that is not fit for purpose on roads. The design of the road has been raised with 
me in regard to the steepness of the batters along the Warrego Highway and also on the highways into 
Charters Towers. These highways carry a large proportion of road trains carrying livestock into the 
saleyards in Roma and Charters Towers. I thought that the data kept by the department of main roads 
would have drilled into the types of road trains and the freight being carried, particularly if the 
government want to fund safety improvements. I thought they would be looking for an evidence based 
solution.  

I asked the question of the government about the number of accidents on the Warrego Highway 
from Toowoomba to Charleville. I asked for a breakdown of the number of accidents that involved heavy 
vehicle rollovers and specifically, of those rollovers, how many had been carrying livestock. The answer 

   

 

 

Speech By 

Ann Leahy 
MEMBER FOR WARREGO 

Record of Proceedings, 31 August 2022 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20220831_110648
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20220831_110648


  

 
Ann_Leahy-Warrego-20220831-321661598800.docx Page 2 of 2 

 

stated that between 1 July 2010 and 30 June 2020 there were 450 crashes along that section of the 
Warrego Highway. That is about three to four accidents a month. The government advised that the 
number of crashes involving heavy vehicle freight rollovers, or the cargo being carried, cannot be 
advised at this level of detail because it is not available in the Department of Transport and Main Roads’ 
road crash database. In addition, TMR has not conducted any specific research to determine whether 
steep, unsealed shoulders and batters have been a contributor to any heavy vehicle rollover on this 
particular section of road. 

If the government were serious about improving safety, surely they would collect as much data 
as possible. Maybe now—and I hope and I ask the minister—there could be some research: could there 
be some greater detail collected in relation to these heavy vehicle rollovers, particularly those vehicles 
that are carrying livestock?  

It is the state government who do the road repairs, the safety upgrades and the design for both 
state and federal roads. It is the state government who do the business cases requesting funding from 
the federal government. It is the state government who do the specification and design to improve the 
safety of these roads. If there is no data collected by the Department of Transport and Main Roads as 
to the heavy vehicle freight rollovers, how can safety improvements be evidenced based on either a 
state controlled road or a national highway? I am concerned that without a strong evidence base of 
accurate data on road accidents, particularly those road accidents involving heavy vehicles, the 
allocation of funding will be more about politics than road safety.  

Fines for offences such as those for the use of seatbelts and mobile phones have recently 
increased. Over the next two financial years revenue from camera detected offences is expected to 
grow from approximately $717 million to $915 million. The other increase that is occurring in the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads is that of road maintenance backlog, and that is 
compromising safety. That was pointed out by the Auditor-General. 

DTMR calculated that the renewal backlog on 30 June 2017 was $4 billion. That backlog figure 
grew from $4 billion to $5.4 billion as at 30 June 2019. At 30 June 2021 it was reported at $5.75 billion. 
In the Darling Downs south-west region, the deferred maintenance backlog for state controlled roads is 
sitting at $1.3 billion—the highest of any of the regions. After seven years in government, this 
government has not addressed that ever-growing road maintenance backlog.  

Outback roads have some of the highest deaths. That is where a lot of the road length is. They 
have some of the highest deaths. Unfortunately, my electorate is in the top 10 for road deaths on 
outback roads. That comes from the ABS statistics.  

The Auditor-General said the deferred maintenance backlog gap will affect DTMR’s ability to 
meet minimum performance targets, it will compromise service standards and it will require DTMR to 
reprioritise the safety related defects on its network at the expense of works to renew its assets. This 
government should be addressing that maintenance backlog as there will be more and more deaths as 
those safety related defects increase because they are not being addressed. Queenslanders deserve 
better and road users deserve better, be they in a metropolitan area or in outback Queensland.  
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