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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Coronavirus, Government Response  
Mr CRISAFULLI (Broadwater—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.00 pm): In times of crisis 

people deserve and expect leadership. They need clarity and decency in the way that leadership is 
conducted. There are consequences for a lack of leadership, and in the past week we have seen that 
in Queensland. It culminated in the last 24 hours with shambolic decisions when it comes to sporting 
families and how that contrasts with Queenslanders. People love their footy, they love the NRL and 
they want to see life get back to normal, but if there is room for sporting families there is room for 
Queensland families—end of story. This lack of leadership started on Wednesday when, with two hours 
notice, honest Queenslanders had their lives turned upside down. I want to know: when was that 
decision taken? How long before the 10 am stage-managed circus we all had to see was that decision 
taken?  Because do you know what? Minutes mattered in that regard.  

I want to tell you about Joan and her partner, Allan. They have properties in the Glass House 
Mountains and over the New South Wales border. They reached out to the member for Glass House. 
They were working on their New South Wales property and they were travelling back home. They 
stopped at Wellington and Orange. They were caught up in the border closure. Joan phoned over a 
week ago and said they needed to come home because they had to deal with calving on their property, 
which is something that farmers have to do. She has lived in Queensland all her life. She just heard 
about the sporting families coming into Queensland and she is livid. She says that her son committed 
suicide in Queensland and she wanted to be home for the anniversary of his death. She is undergoing 
mental health counselling because of this situation. They are honest Queenslanders who just want to 
get home.  

Then 24 hours later we saw a decision that made the day before all make sense. It was almost 
like honest Queenslanders were political pawns, that somehow there needed to be a setup to justify a 
fake fight with Canberra to justify a decision about quarantining in a city where the Prime Minister was 
not afforded the courtesy, the local mayor was not afforded the courtesy and the members who 
represent that city in this House were not afforded the courtesy—but above all, the people of 
Toowoomba were not afforded the courtesy. An announcement was made and the short drive back into 
town did not occur. Instead, the Premier hopped on a plane and came back to Brisbane.  

Lack of leadership has consequences when it comes to confidence. We are seeing it in the 
vaccine rollout. I am not going to stand here and defend the Commonwealth government. I have not all 
the way through. The vaccine rollout should have been done in a more timely fashion. I have said it 
here and I have said it outside, but every state has had the same opportunity. This morning when I had 
a look at Tasmania I saw that 41.5 per cent of people have been vaccinated. In Queensland it is 
31.28 per cent. We are at the back of the pack and we are slipping. Let’s ask why. We have had mixed 
messages all through this. We had a Premier who found every reason not to get one of those vaccines, 
so let’s call it for what it is. Let’s have a little bit of truth here. First there was the excuse that we did not 
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want to get it when every other leader did. Then we had the flu injection; that was very important. That 
vicious dog struck so we needed a tetanus shot. Then, well, the time was too tight so therefore we 
needed a different vaccine. That undermined confidence, and every GP you talk to in this state will tell 
you that.  

It undermined confidence in the border communities, where I sat this week with the member for 
Southern Downs and the member for Currumbin. Those communities, be they farming or tourism, are 
on their knees. They need a vaccine rollout to get the show back on the road. It has impacted Indigenous 
communities in this state. When I see the figures for Indigenous communities, our most vulnerable, I 
shudder. They deserve leadership. Cherbourg is at 4.6 per cent and Yarrabah is at 8.3 per cent, but 
they are only two of the 16 communities. I do not know what the figures are for the other 14. I do not 
know, but I want to see them. Queenslanders want to see them and they deserve to see them.  

Every level of government needs to be held accountable. If the state government is serious about 
protecting our First Australians, our most vulnerable, they will find a way to end the Canberra blame 
game, the constant bashing. This absolute nonsense has to stop. Vulnerable Queenslanders, despite 
being in categories 1a and 1b, were exposed and left vulnerable.  

The lack of leadership has consequences when it comes to the way we manage the disease and 
contain it in places like hospitals. We saw the Griffin report this week. It was up to the health minister 
to come out and talk about the Griffin report. It was lauded because the Griffin report showed there was 
no public health directive that was breached. Do you know what that tells me? That tells me that a 
19-year-old admin worker who was chastised was not to blame. There was no process in place to 
ensure that a young woman who was working 15 metres from a COVID testing clinic should have been 
vaccinated. That was not there. There was no process that said, on two occasions when she came to 
work and she was feeling crook and had the sniffles, ‘Why don’t you go and get tested? It’s there. Just 
walk behind you and get tested.’ There was no process there—a lack of leadership. Somehow, despite 
the fact that the Premier was angry— 

An opposition member: Furious! 
Mr CRISAFULLI: Furious! Despite the fact there was a quote that a public health directive had 

been breached, despite all of that, no-one is to be held accountable. It was up to the poor minister to 
trot out and somehow try to defend the indefensible.  

Lack of leadership has consequences for small and family business owners and their staff. We 
have seen the uncertainty from every part of Queensland. It started when in the lead-up to the budget 
we constantly asked the Treasurer why there was no financial support package for small and family 
business. We asked what would happen if they had to go into lockdown and he said, ‘Heaven help us 
if they do.’ Well, heaven did need to help them. Finally, after weeks of prosecution from business groups, 
business owners, their staff and the opposition the Treasurer came forward with a package. I would not 
say it has raced out of the gates. I would not say the money is flowing to people in their hour of need. It 
has been clumsy; it has been poorly thought out. Today I asked the question, ‘What is the plan if we go 
into lockdown again? How long will businesses have to wait this time? Will it be ready, or are we going 
to have another Canberra-bashing exercise?’ because this morning we saw it. Right now in cities from 
the Gold Coast to Cairns and in the Whitsundays many operators do not know if they are going to make 
Christmas.  

I have a view that Queensland’s tourism offering in a post-COVID era is going to be as good as 
anywhere. My view is that we need a 20-year plan for before, during and after the games. We are a 
magnificent, proud tourism state, but we are not going to have a tourism industry unless they get support 
in their hour of need. If I was the member for Cairns I would not be interjecting about now, because 
what we saw today was a sham and disgrace. The federal member for Cairns put the most heartfelt 
plea to the Treasurer. In that letter he said to the Treasurer, ‘Give me an offer and I’ll go to Canberra 
and I’ll make sure they match it.’ You cannot get any more ‘I’m going to have a crack’ from the 
community than that. Do you know what he got? Some political tripe. He got a lecture from the Treasurer 
in this House about why he should cross the floor and do all sorts of things. The operators in Cairns are 
on their knees. They need some certainty. They need to know that the government has their back.  

Lack of leadership has consequences when it comes to making decisive decisions. When a 
government believes that sentiment polling should be at the core of what it does, then eventually honest 
Queenslanders get caught up in political games—honest Queenslanders who just want to work in a 
coffee shop and have a shift to know they can pay their rent, honest Queenslanders who just want to 
know that the small business they put everything into will be there when they go back to it tomorrow, 
and honest Queenslanders who just want to go home to farewell a loved one who took their life. That 
is the consequences of a lack of leadership.  
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