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MOTION 

Tourism Industry, Support 
Ms CAMM (Whitsunday—LNP) (4.14 pm): Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I do want to talk very 

seriously about my charter boat industry in the Whitsunday electorate. I need to really— 
Government members interjected.  
Ms CAMM: Yes, I will because it took months and months to get the minister for tourism to come 

and meet with my charter boat industry. During the election the former tourism minister flew in and 
delivered policy on the run that simply left many of my operators worse off because of the lack of funding 
that the state government decided to allocate to the electorate of the Whitsundays. Instead, you gave 
waivers to operators in Far North Queensland. I recognise their desperate need, but what you did not 
do was give an equitable amount of funding to the people of the Whitsundays.  

I now have charter boat operators who will potentially lose their businesses in the coming months. 
The then minister flew in, smiled and flew out. I now have operators who have six vessels and they only 
received a rebate for one vessel. Thank goodness for the private sector who stepped in and who have 
had to cut marina fees up to 40 per cent to ensure that people can feed their families at the end of the 
day. You should hang your head in shame that you did not think to extend that funding or go back and 
check in on those rebates.  

I would also like to outline the lack of foresight and strategic investment by the government when 
it comes to ecotourism. In our electorate of the Whitsunday we have shovel-ready projects—they are 
ready to go. The Whitsunday mountain bike trails need $1.6 million. The government could not even 
make an election commitment during the campaign. It is ready to go. These are shovel-ready projects. 
In the Mackay electorate there are the Pioneer Valley trails. Hardly any money has been put in by this 
government. The local council now has to fund that project, so it will proceed despite the lack of 
commitment by this state government. Then there is the Whitsunday Skyrail project, which will continue 
to sit in abeyance waiting to see what the department of environment will do.  

On the matter of Cairns, it would be remiss of me not to mention the conversation that I and my 
assistant shadow minister for the night-time economy had with Mayor Bob Manning in regard to the 
Cairns art gallery precinct. The mayor outlined the lack of commitment by this state government to 
ensure that jobs are created for Indigenous communities— 

A government member interjected.  
Ms CAMM: The state government needs to demonstrate some leadership for Far North 

Queensland and for Indigenous communities. They need to put their money where their mouth is, 
instead of passing the buck to the federal government which is what they continue to do. 
 

 

   

 

 

Speech By 

Amanda Camm 
MEMBER FOR WHITSUNDAY 

Record of Proceedings, 10 March 2021 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210310_161413
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210310_161413

	MOTION
	Tourism Industry, Support


