Speech By

Hon. Yvette D'Ath

MEMBER FOR REDCLIFFE

Record of Proceedings, 26 November 2020

MOTION

Sessional Orders

@, Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Leader of the House) (5.03 pm): | move—

That the sessional orders for the 57th Parliament circulated in my name be agreed to and effective from Friday, 27 November

2020.

Sessional Orders—57th Parliament (First Session)

Days and Hours of Sitting and Order of Business

1. (@)
(b)

()

The House shall sit on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
The House shall sit each day from 9.30am until the automatic

adjournment is declared in accordance with

Sessional Order 2(2)(c), unless adjourned earlier in accordance with Sessional Order 2(3).

The Order of Business for each Sitting Day shall be as follows—
Tuesday

9.30am—10.15am—Preliminary Business *
Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

10.15am—11.15am—
Question Time

11.15am—11.35am—
Business Program Motion (in accordance with Sessional Order 4)

11.35am—1.00pm—
Government Business
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1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—3.00pm—
Matters of Public Interest

3.00pm—5.30pm—
Government Business

5.30pm—7.00pm—
Disallowance Motions, Private Members’ Bills or Government Business (in accordance with Sessional Order 1(d))

7.00pm—7.30pm—
Automatic Adjournment

* (If completed before 10.15am, Question Time will commence earlier and continue for 1 hour with starting times
for all other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusting accordingly.)

Wednesday

9.30am—10.15am—Preliminary Business *
Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

Notice of motion for debate during Private Members’ Motion (5.00pm—6.00pm) (Notice may be stated in the
House and delivered to the Clerk)

10.15am—11.15am—
Question Time

11.15am—12.30pm—
Government Business

12.30pm—1.00pm—
Introduction of Private Members’ Bills #

1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—>5.00pm—
Government Business

5.00pm—6.00pm—
Private Members’ Motion (motion for which notice was given immediately prior to 10.15am to take precedence)

6.00pm—7.00pm—
Government Business

7.00pm—7.30pm—
Automatic Adjournment

* (If completed before 10.15am, Question Time will commence earlier and continue for 1 hour with starting times
for all other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusting accordingly.)

# (If there are no Private Members’ Bills to introduce, or any introduction to complete, the next item of business
to commence with starting times for all other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusted
accordingly.)

Thursday

9.30am—10.15am—Preliminary Business *
Prayers

Messages from the Governor
Matters concerning privilege
Speaker’s Statements
Appointments
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Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

10.15am—11.15am—
Question Time

11.15am—1.00pm—
Government Business

1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—3.00pm—

Private Members’ Statements (Total time 60 minutes, 20 members x 3 minutes each)

3.00pm—4.00pm—

Debate of Committee Reports (in accordance with Sessional Order 3) if no reports to debate, Government

Business

4.00pm—6.00pm—
Government Business

6.00pm—6.30pm—
Automatic Adjournment

* (If completed before 10.15am, Question Time will commence earlier and continue for 1 hour with starting times

for all other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusting accordingly.)

(d) On a Tuesday afternoon—

0] if there are no Disallowance Motions or Private Members’ Bills to debate (in accordance with the
requirements of Standing Order 59 or Sessional Order 5), the adjournment may be either moved
immediately or otherwise continue with Government Business until automatic adjournment;

(i) if there are Disallowance Motions or Private Members’ Bills to debate (in accordance with the
requirements of Standing Order 59 or Sessional Order 5), the House will commence with Disallowance

Motions, Private Members’ Bills or Government Business until automatic adjournment.

(e) If the House sits on any day other than a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, then unless otherwise ordered, the

order of business shall be as follows:

From 9.30am—10.00am—
Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

10.00am—10.30am—
Question Time

10.30am—1.00pm—
Government Business

1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—until adjournment moved—
Government Business
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Budget Week—Days and Hours of Sitting and Order of Business

1A. The days, hours of sitting and order of business for budget sitting weeks (as identified in the sitting calendar) are as
follows:

Tuesday

9.30am—10.15am—Preliminary Business *
Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

10.15am—11.15am—
Question Time

11.15am—1.00pm—
Government Business

1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—until adjournment moved
Government Business

* (If completed before 10.15am, Question Time will commence earlier and continue for 1 hour with starting times for all
other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusting accordingly.)

Wednesday

9.30am—10.15am—Preliminary Business *
Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

Notice of motion for debate during Private Members’ Motion (5.00pm—=6.00pm) (Notice may be stated in the House and
delivered to the Clerk)

10.15am—11.15am—
Question Time

11.15am—11.35am—
Business Program Motion (in accordance with Sessional Order 4)

11.35am—12.00pm—
Introduction of Private Members’ Bills #

12.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—5.00pm—
Government Business
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5.00pm—6.00pm—
Private Members’ Motion (motion for which notice was given immediately prior to 10.15am to take precedence)

6.00pm—7.00pm
Government Business

7.00pm—7.30pm—
Automatic Adjournment

* (If completed before 10.15am, Question Time will commence earlier and continue for 1 hour with starting times for all
other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusting accordingly.)

# (If there are no Private Members’ Bills to introduce, or any introduction to complete, the next item of business to
commence with starting times for all other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusted accordingly.)

Thursday

9.30am—10.15am—Preliminary Business *
Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument

10.15am—11.15am—
Question Time

11.15am—1.00pm—
Government Business

1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—6.30pm—
Government Business

6.30pm—7.30pm—
Dinner break

7.30pm—until adjournment moved (no adjournment debate)—
Government Business

* (If completed before 10.15am, Question Time will commence earlier and continue for 1 hour with starting times for all
other items, except lunch breaks, in the Order of Business adjusting accordingly.)

Friday

From 9.30am—10.00am—

Prayers

Messages from the Governor

Matters concerning privilege

Speaker’s Statements

Appointments

Petitions

Citizen’s Right of Reply

Notification and tabling of papers by the Clerk
Ministerial Papers

Ministerial Notices of Motion

Ministerial Statements

Any other Government Business

Personal Explanations

Tabling of Reports

Notice of motion for disallowance of statutory instrument
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10.00am—10.30am—
Question Time

10.30am—1.00pm—
Government Business

1.00pm—2.00pm—
Lunch break

2.00pm—=6.30pm—
Government Business

6.30pm—7.30pm—
Dinner break

7.30pm—until adjournment moved (no adjournment debate)—
Government Business

Change to sitting date or time

1B. (1)

@)

Notwithstanding Standing Order 49, Sessional Order 1(a) or the House having already adjourned to a specified
time and date, the Speaker, upon advice from the Government of the State, may set an alternative day or hour
for the next sitting, and must notify each member of any change.

The Speaker’s notification to each member may be by electronic means.

Automatic Adjournment

2. 1)
(2)

@)

Standing Order 56 is suspended for this session.

At the time specified for the Automatic Adjournment in the Order of Business for each Sitting Day, the Speaker
shall:

(a) notify the House that it is the time for the Automatic Adjournment of the House;

(b) shall call on up to 10 members to speak for no more than three minutes each to make an adjournment
statement; and

(c) at the conclusion of the members’ statements in 2(b) above, shall declare the House is adjourned to the
date and time previously agreed to by the House.

Notwithstanding Sessional Orders 1(b) and 2(2), the motion “That the House do now adjourn” may be moved by
the Leader or Acting Leader of the House at any time despite the order of business, in which case there will be
an Adjournment Debate for 30 minutes and then the question shall be put.

Business Committee

3. 1)

)
@)

A Business Committee comprising the following members is established:

(a) the Leader of the House (or alternate);

(b) Premier (or alternate);

(c) the Manager of Opposition Business (or alternate); and
(d) the cross-bench member nominated by the cross-bench.

The role of the Business Committee is to discuss how the House will deal with business.

Any decisions made by the Business Committee in accordance with (2) are not binding on the House and a
Business program motion in accordance with 4 is required.

In this Sessional Order “alternate”, in relation to a member, has the same meaning as in section 81 of the
Parliament of Queensland Act 2001.

At a meeting of the Business Committee a quorum is the Leader of the House (or alternate) and one other
member.

A meeting of the Business Committee is chaired by the Leader of the House (or alternate).

Business program motion

4, (1)

)

At the time specified in the Sessional Orders, the Leader of the House may move a motion without notice that
provides for the allocation of time for any business.

The motion may include, that:
(a) Bills be declared cognate in accordance with Standing Order 172; or
(b) Bills or other business on the Notice Paper be reordered.

The motion may include a requirement that at the expiration of time specified in (1) all remaining questions
necessary to pass the Bill, a stage of the Bill or any other business be put, without further debate, which is taken
to include any of the following:

(a
(b
(c
(

) the second reading question;
)

clauses and schedules en bloc;

~

any amendments to be moved by the Minister or Member in charge of the Bill; and

d) the third reading and long title.
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(4) Completion of all questions necessary to pass the Bill, a stage of the Bill or any other business in accordance
with (1) and (2) shall take precedence over all other business, including the automatic adjournment, with the
Order of Business adjusting to recommence after necessary questions are completed.

5) Any agreed Business Program may be amended by a motion without notice, moved by the Leader of the House.
(6) Any amendment agreed to in (4) above is to take effect one hour after the House agrees to such an amendment.
Debate of Parliamentary Committee reports
5. 1) If a committee report is tabled that is not:
(a) a report on a bill pursuant to Part 5 of the Standing Orders;
(b) an annual report of a Committee;
(c) a report on travel undertaken by a Committee;

(d) a report of the Ethics Committee; or

(e) a report by a Committee on subordinate legislation
then a motion shall be set down on the notice paper by the Clerk that the House is to take note of the committee
report.

2) Motions that the House take note of committee reports will be brought on for debate in the time set aside each
Thursday in the order in which they are placed on the notice paper.

3) A debate of a motion in (2) not completed may be adjourned to the following Thursday.

(4) A motion in (2) cannot be amended.

(5) A motion in accordance with (1) is set down on the notice paper regardless of whether the report is tabled whilst

the House is sitting or not sitting.

Consideration of Ethics Committee reports in regard to Citizen’s Right of Reply

6. When the Ethics Committee reports to the House regarding a Citizen’s Right of Reply in accordance with Standing Order
283, the committee’s recommendation will be considered by the House on the next sitting day following the tabling of the
committee’s report and at the time in the Order of Business as specified in Sessional Order 1.

Private Members’ Bills

7. (1) A member who is not a Minister may introduce a Bill during time set aside in the Order of Business for Private
Members’ Bills. In such a case the Member introducing the Bill may either complete the speech in the time allotted
or, if not completed, adjourn their speech to the next period allotted.

(2) A Private Members’ Bill which has been reported on by a portfolio or other committee, will be brought on for
debate on the sitting Tuesday evening next following the passage of three calendar months after the tabling of
the committee’s report on the Bill.

(3) The House will continue to debate the Bill on each following sitting Tuesday evening until consideration of that
Bill has been finalised.

Condolence Motions

8. (1) A motion of condolence may be moved as the first item of business after Speaker’s Statements in the Order of
Business.
(2) If a motion of condolence is moved in accordance with (1), the debate on such motion will last no more than one

hour, after which time the question shall be put.

(3) After a motion of condolence is moved, debated and resolved in accordance with (1) and (2), the Order of
Business for the day shall then resume, with Question Time commencing 45 minutes after the motion of
condolence was resolved and with starting times for all other items, except lunch and dinner breaks, in the Order
of Business adjusting accordingly.

Private Members’ Motions—amendments

9. For this session, in relation to Private Members’ Motions, direct negative amendments may be moved.

Matters of Public Interest, Private Members’ Statements and adjournment statements

10. During the time set aside for Matters of Public Interest, Private Members’ Statements and adjournment statements, no
questions can be put nor divisions called.

Incorporation of material—Address in Reply and Annual Appropriation Bills

1. During the Address in Reply debate and the debate on the Annual Appropriation Bills, it is not necessary for Members to
seek leave of the House to incorporate material in the Record of Proceedings, provided members have shown the
Speaker the material sought to be incorporated and have obtained the Speaker’s consent as per Standing Order 25.

Address in Reply debate timeframe
12. So much of Standing Order 47 is suspended for this session to enable debate for no longer than 31 hours.
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Maximum time limits for debates, speeches and statements

13. The maximum time limits that apply to debates, speeches and statements are contained in the schedule below.

Subject Relevant Standing or Time
Sessional Orders

Address in Reply Debate SO 47
—Total time 31 hours
—Mover 20 minutes
—Other members 20 minutes
—Mover in reply 30 minutes
Adjournment Statements Sessional Order 2(2)(b)
—Total time 30 minutes
—Each member 3 minutes
Adjournment Debate Sessional Order 2(3)
—Total time 30 minutes
—Each member 3 minutes
Bills—Government Bills
Introduction of Bills (explanatory speech) SO 129 1 hour
First reading SO 130 No debate
Government Bills reported on by a committee
Second reading debate SO 138
—Minister 30 minutes
—Leader of the Opposition (or nominee) 30 minutes
—Other members 10 minutes
—Minister in reply 20 minutes
Consideration in detail SO 146 & SO 147
—NMover (Minister) No limit
—Other members (on each question) 3 minutes

Government Bills declared urgent and not referred or not

reported on by a committee

Second reading debate
—Minister

—Leader of the Opposition (or nominee)
—Other members
—NMover in reply

Consideration in detail
—NMover

—Leader of the Opposition (or nominee) (on each questions)

—Other members (on each question)

Bills—Private Members’ Bills

Introduction of Bills (explanatory speech)
First reading

Second reading debate

—All members

—NMover in reply

Consideration in detail

Where Bill has been considered by portfolio committee
—Mover
—Other members (on each question)

Where Bill has not been considered by portfolio committee

—Mover
—Other members (on each question)
—Minister responsible for policy area (on each question)

S0 129, SO 137 & SO 138

SO 146, SO 147 & SO 156

SO 129 & Sessional Order 5
SO 130
SO 138

SO 146, SO 147 & SO 156

To speak once
only as per SO
129 for 1 hour
1 hour

15 minutes

30 minutes

No limit

1 x 20 minutes;
or2x10
minutes; or 1 x
10 minutes & 2
x 5 minutes

1 x 10 minutes
or 2 x 5 minutes

1 hour
No debate

10 minutes
30 minutes

No limit
3 minutes

No limit

3 minutes

1 x 20 minutes;
or2x10
minutes; or 1 x
10 minutes & 2
x 5 minutes
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Subject

Debate of Committee Reports—each member

Disallowance of statutory instruments
—Total time

—Mover

—Other members

—Minister in reply

Dissent to ruling of Speaker

—Total time

—Each member

Election of Speaker

—Each member

Extension of Time, by consent of a majority of the House,
without debate

—NMotions and Second Reading Debates
—AQuestion Time

Matters concerning privilege

Matters of Public Interest

—Total time

—Leader of Opposition or nominee
—Other members

Motions

—NMover
—Other members
—Mover in reply

Motions—Business Program Motion (11.15 am Tuesdays) and
Amendments to Business Program Motion

—NMover
—Other members
—Total debate

Personal Explanations—each member

Private Members’ Motions
(Wednesday 5.00—6.00 pm)

—Total time
—AlIl members

Private Members’ Statements

—Total time
—Each member

Tabling of Reports

—Chairperson of Committee on presentation of committee report
—NMember tabling report

Questions Without Notice
—AQuestion time (total time)

—Member asking question

—Minister answering question

Relevant Standing or
Sessional Orders

Sessional Order 3

SO 59

SO 250

SO 39

Sessional Order 1, & SO 248
& 267

Sessional Order 1 & 7

Chapter 15

Sessional Order 1 and 4

Sessional Order 1

Sessional Order 1

Sessional Order 1 & 7

Sessional Order 1 & 2

Sessional Order 1 & SO 113

Time

5 minutes

1 hour 30
minutes

15 minutes
10 minutes
20 minutes

1 hour
10 minutes

5 minutes

5 minutes
2 minutes

At discretion of
Speaker

1 hour
10 minutes
5 minutes

10 minutes
10 minutes
15 minutes

5 minutes
5 minutes
20 minutes or
when four
speakers have
concluded

At discretion of
Speaker

1 hour
5 minutes

1 hour
3 minutes

5 minutes
2 minutes

1 hour, Tues,
Wed, Thurs.
30 minutes on
Friday

At discretion of
Speaker

3 minutes
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Dress standards

14. Dress standards in the parliamentary chamber should be appropriate to the Queensland climate and reflect general
community standards. All members and staff are expected to dress in business attire.

Male members and staff may wear a long-sleeve business shirt and tie or coat and long-sleeve business shirt without tie.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR TRANSACTING BUSINESS IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES (COVID-19 PANDEMIC)

Special Procedures take precedence

1.

Divisions
2.

These Sessional Orders implementing Special Procedures, where inconsistent with Standing Orders and other
Sessional Orders, take precedence until the expiry of the regulation declaring the public health emergency for
COVID-19.

Standing Orders 103 to 107 of Chapter 19 are suspended by these Sessional Orders, until revoked, and replaced
with the following—

CHAPTER 19 DIVISIONS

103. Procedure for putting question and calling a division

(1)

@)

@)

When the Speaker has put a question to the House, Members may indicate their agreement with the
“Ayes” or “Noes” by calling “Aye” or “No”. The Speaker shall declare whether the “Ayes” or the “Noes”
have it.

Any Member who has voted against the majority as declared by the Speaker may demand a vote by
calling “vote”.

When a vote is demanded, the bells shall be rung for four minutes and the Speaker shall then call for a
vote. However, if there has already been a division in respect of that order of the day or motion, and there
is no intervening debate, the Speaker may order the bells to be rung for one minute.

104. Party vote unless a conscience issue

Where a vote is demanded, a party vote is held unless the subject of the vote is to be treated as a
conscience vote.

If the Speaker has received prior advice from a party whip of a conscience vote, the Speaker will permit
a personal vote to be held instead of a party vote.

Members of the parties that make up the government or official opposition that intend casting a contrary
vote must advise their Whip. These members must then also advise the Clerk of their intention to cast a
contrary vote and indicate whether they are voting for the “Ayes” or “Noes”.

105. Procedure for a party vote

(1)

@)

In a party vote:
(a) when the bells have finished ringing, the Speaker shall state the question to the House;
(b) the Speaker asks the Government Whip and Opposition Whip to cast the party’s votes;

(c) the Speaker asks the Leader of any Minor Party (or other Member delegated by the Party Leader)
that has more than one Member in the Assembly to cast the party’s votes;

(d) the Speaker asks any members voting contrary to their party to cast their vote;

(e) the Speaker then calls in turn members of other minor parties, recognised parties or
independents participating in the meeting at that time to cast their votes;

) the Speaker declares the result to the House;

(9) the result of the vote will be entered in the Record of Proceedings; and

(h) if fewer than five members vote with either the “Ayes” or the “Noes”, the Clerk will record whether

the question was agreed to or not in the Record of Proceedings but the result of the vote and the
names of members voting will not be recorded in accordance with (g) above; and

(i) if an error occurs in any record of result, the error shall be reported to the House by the Speaker
at the earliest practical time and the Record of Proceeding altered.

Votes may only be cast for the Ayes or Noes but minor party votes may include both votes for the Ayes
and Noes.

The total number of votes cast for each party may include proxy votes, but must not include:

(a) any Members who have been paired;
(b) any Member who is not present on the precinct or will not attend the Chamber that day;
(c) any Member who has been asked to withdraw from the Chamber under Standing Orders 252 or

253A or named under Standing Order 254 for the period they have been ordered to withdraw or
are excluded.
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106. Procedure for personal vote

(4) In a personal vote:
(a) when the bells have finished ringing, the Speaker shall state the question to the House;
(b) votes may only be cast for the Ayes or Noes;
(c) the Clerk reads the names of each Member by their electorate (alphabetically and one at a time)

and the Member shall cast their vote orally for the Ayes or Noes;
(d) the Clerk will then report the votes to the Speaker;
(e) the Speaker will declare the result to the House; and

f) the result of the vote will be entered in the Record of Proceedings
ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION

The following Sessional Orders only apply during any approved electronic participation.
Approval

1) The Speaker may approve technology (including hardware, software and systems of use) for meetings
of the Legislative Assembly whereby all or some members, including the Speaker or Deputy Speaker
presiding, may be present by telephone or video or other electronic means.

(2) The technology approved by the Speaker must enable business to be transacted and allow reasonably
continuous and contemporaneous communication between the Speaker or Deputy Speaker presiding
and the members present, and between the members present.

3) The Speaker may:

(a) Mandate security protocols and procedures for Members and Officers to follow using the
technology to join the meeting; and
(b) Mandate the networks and devices that may be used (or not used).
(4) The Committee of the Legislative Assembly may approve modified rules of debate, order and behaviour

for members seeking the call, taking points of order and other matters related to regulating debate which
may be at odds with normal practice and procedure, but are best adapted to enable the meeting to occur
with the approved technology.

(5) The Speaker shall, prior to any sitting where technology in (4) and (5) is to be used, ensure reasonable
instructions and support to all Members prior to the meeting to enable their participation by the technology
approved by the Speaker.

Broadcast

(6) The Speaker shall approve the broadcast of meetings of the Legislative Assembly held in accordance
with (2).

(7) The Speaker shall determine whether such broadcast will be live or delayed.

Quorum

(8) Members who are participating in meetings of the Legislative Assembly by the technology approved by

the Speaker may be counted towards a quorum.
Attendance

9) The Clerk and his delegates are responsible for counting the attendance of Members in the meeting and
recording their attendance in the Record of Proceedings.

(10) A member is deemed to be in attendance if they have been:
i physically present at the place of the meeting; or

ii. joined the meeting at any time during the day’s proceeding using the technology approved by the
Speaker.

Tabling of documents

(11)  Members seeking to table documents will provide the documents to be tabled to the Clerks-at-the-Table
via email to TableOffice@parliament.qgld.gov.au in PDF format.

Amendments and Notices of Motion

(12)  An amendment to any question or notice of motion must be provided to the Clerks-at-the-Table via email
to TableOffice@parliament.qld.gov.au.

Distribution of material required to be circulated

(13)  The Clerk or their delegate will distribute documents, including tabled papers and amendments to bills
and notices of motion, to Members by email.

Procedure for putting question and holding vote

(14)  When the Speaker has put a question to the House, Members may indicate their agreement with the
“Ayes” or “Noes” by calling “Aye” or “No” and physically raise their hand at the time each proposition is
put. The Speaker shall declare whether the “Ayes” or the “Noes” have it.
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Incorporation of speeches

(15) A member in attendance (see 11.) and physically present may, by leave of the House, incorporate their
speech or part of their speech in debate on a matter.

(16) A member in attendance (see 11.) and using the technology approved by the Speaker may provide the
Speaker with their speech in debate on a matter and request that the Speaker on their behalf, by leave
of the House, incorporate their speech in debate.

(17) A member who is paired may provide the Speaker with their speech in debate on a matter and request
that the Speaker on their behalf, by leave of the House, incorporate their speech in debate.

(18)  The following rules apply to all incorporations:

(a) The member’s total speech must not exceed that which would normally be allowed in the time
allotted (160 words for every 1 minute of speech time);

(b) Speeches should not include graphs, charts or other material;

(c) Members must provide the Clerks-at-the-Table (via email to TableOffice@parliament.qld.gov.au)

and Parliamentary Reporting (via email to Hansard@parliament.gld.gov.au) with their speech in
electronic form prior to leave being sought to incorporate their speech. Other members will be
provided access, on request, to a members’ speech prior to the publication of the record of
proceedings; and

(d) All speeches must be provided to the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker prior to leave being sought
for incorporation. Speeches intended to be incorporated should not offend Standing Orders in
any way, such as by containing personal reflections or imputations.

Mrs D’ATH: In moving these amendments | wish to inform the House that these sessional orders
for the 57th Parliament are based on the well-defined and used sessional orders for the
56th Parliament. In particular, the government proposes to keep the structured fixed sitting hours which
provide certainty to not only members and staff but also stakeholders and the people of Queensland
regarding what is happening in their House—the people’s house.

These fixed hours are sensible and have brought the Queensland parliament into the
21st century and aligned it with modern workplaces, including parliaments right across this country. The
people of Queensland do not expect their politicians, their representatives, to be making important
decisions about their communities which will affect them at two o’clock or three o’clock in the morning.
| am sure we all agree that nothing good happens after 1 am. We should be having robust and thoughtful
debate in normal hours. These fixed times are similar to other jurisdictions not only around Australia but
also across the globe and provide a structure for us all to work within.

A change which has been inserted is to allow members to incorporate parts of their
address-in-reply and budget-in-reply speeches each year. For many years some members have tried
to incorporate their speeches only to be hindered by those opposite calling a division and wasting further
time. The practice of those opposite is inappropriate, unthoughtful and purposefully obstructionist to the
procedures of the House. To ensure the smooth running of the House we are proposing that leave is
not required and members will be able to incorporate portions of their speech once they have the
permission of the Speaker.

We are keeping the great Business Committee—I| am sure the Manager of Opposition Business
will be thrilled—and the business program process which will govern the business of the House. This
great change in the last parliament has assisted the efficient running of the chamber while ensuring
members can continue to have their say on the matters that are important to them. The system can only
work if all members buy into the process and work with the process. Similar to the previous parliament,
a Business Committee will be convened at the beginning of most parliamentary sittings where the
government will meet with the opposition and a representative of the crossbench to discuss the
business the government is proposing for that week’s sitting and to discuss associated time frames.
This can only work if people come to the meetings and participate in a respectful manner. All too many
times during the previous parliament we saw the opposition representatives participating in the meeting
in a less than constructive way.

Mr Bleijie: Rubbish! You're verballing me.

Mrs D’ATH: | would not say verballing as much as pre-empting, which is probably inappropriate
as well considering we are simply reflecting every other speech we heard throughout the entire last
56th Parliament. In short, with all due respect, it was equivalent to throwing the toys out of the cot
sometimes. | live in hope that the Manager of Opposition Business will ensure that an appropriate
member of the opposition attends the Business Committee and participates in a constructive and
thoughtful manner. We are also proposing to keep the voting method which was adopted towards the
end of the 56th Parliament whereby when a division is called the government whip, opposition whip and
members of the crossbench attend the chamber and cast their vote on behalf of their party or
individually.
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While we can all sit in the chamber and participate in democracy together, the calling of a division
would require, in normal circumstances, everyone to race to the chamber in four minutes which would
require people to cram into lifts and stairwells which is not COVID safe. After speaking with the Manager
of Opposition Business | am thankful for his support to continue this voting method for the foreseeable
future. The proposed sessional orders also include provisions for alternative methods to run the
parliament if the situation ever arises for it to be used. However, we have not had to, nor do we envisage
having to, use it but, like any workplace, contingencies are required.

There are some other minor amendments but on the whole the structure and bones of the
56th Parliament sessional orders are being adopted in the 57th Parliament. In moving these sessional
orders | reflect on the enormous privilege it is to serve as a member of the Legislative Assembly in the
Queensland parliament. We all have a duty to serve our community, our constituents and the people of
Queensland in a respectful and thought-provoking way.

While we will not always agree eye to eye on every policy matter that comes before us in the
chamber, the way we collectively deal with each matter will be a reflection on us all. The cornerstone
of our democracy is the ability to debate ideas and challenge different policy proposals. This can be
done in a respectful manner, by also having some fun, but it does not have to be personal. | look forward
to listening to many interesting debates in the months and years ahead—four great years. With those
few words, | commend the sessional orders for the 57th Parliament to the House.
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