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MOTION: DISALLOWANCE OF STATUTORY INSTRUMENT 

Mr BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (9.07 pm): I rise to oppose this disallowance motion on gun 
regulation. The Palaszczuk government will not allow our gun laws to be weakened in this state. Under 
the Palaszczuk government, Queensland will remain part of John Howard’s National Firearms 
Agreement.  

The action that was taken following the Port Arthur massacre 20 years ago was the right thing to 
do. Our nation is safer and Queensland is safer. I will proudly put up my hand to brag about the 
Palaszczuk government’s refusal to weaken weapons laws in Queensland, because there is nothing 
more important to our government than the safety of all Queenslanders. Unlike the LNP, we will never 
risk the safety of Queenslanders for a cheap political grab at votes.  

The Palaszczuk government will always take advice from those on the front line who have the 
most to lose from any weakening of our gun laws: our brave police. I know that Minister Ryan has met 
with many groups about this issue. To hear from the opposition that the minister has not consulted with 
anyone is totally wrong. As the brother of a policeman, I am seriously concerned about any relaxation 
in gun laws. In the 18 years between 1979 and 1996, there were 13 fatal mass shooting incidents in 
Australia. These incidents resulted in a total of 104 deaths with at least another 52 people injured. With 
the number of serious deaths because of guns I am concerned about the safety of my brother and his 
colleagues when they have to turn up to any sort of altercation where a weapon is involved.  

There have been no fatal mass shooting incidents in Australia since the introduction of the 
National Firearms Agreement and the initial gun buyback in 1996-97. In December last year at COAG 
every state agreed to reclassify lever action shotguns. The joint Commonwealth and New South Wales 
review of the Martin Place siege made a number of recommendations regarding firearms, including that 
the Commonwealth, states and territories should simplify the regulation of the national firearm market 
through an update of the technical elements of the National Firearms Agreement. The report included 
an acknowledgement that there had been significant technological advancement and departures from 
the NFA since 1996 which should be addressed in this new review, which we have done. Thirty-eight 
recommendations for changes to the NFA were put to the Law, Crime and Community Safety Council. 
The majority of the NFA recommendations were supported; however, there are five areas where 
Queensland legislation does not comply with the agreement.  

Lever action shotguns with a magazine capacity of up to five rounds will be classified as a 
category B weapon and those with a magazine capacity of more than five rounds will be classified as 
the more restrictive category D weapon in Queensland. The federal government’s ban on imported lever 
action shotguns with a magazine capacity of more than five rounds will continue until the COAG 
agreement is implemented by all jurisdictions.  

The minister established a firearms advisory forum and its members are working constructively 
with stakeholders about a range of firearm matters, including how best to implement the changes 
agreed by COAG. Queenslanders deserve the same protections as every other Australian. When it 
comes to gun laws I take advice from our police and from my brother, not from members of the 
crossbench. I stand for the safety of our community and for our police. 
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