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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Purified Recycled Water

Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for Infrastructure)
(10.15 am): Statements and reports published in recent weeks have fuelled fears that south-east
Queensland may run out of water before the end of next year. | would like to assure the people of south-
east Queensland that, despite the very real water shortages gripping this part of the nation, water will
continue to flow through their taps. However, make no mistake: our water situation is grim. We are in the
grip of the worst drought on record. Our major dam system—the Wivenhoe-Somerset system—is at record
low levels. As at today the combined levels for the Wivenhoe, Somerset and North Pine dams are
22.24 per cent. South-east Queensland residents and businesses are doing their bit to curb water use.
Across the south-east, residents and businesses have cut consumption by more than 30 per cent under
level 4 restrictions compared with their predrought consumption.

In January we averaged 721 megalitres a day of use versus the predrought average of 1,136
megalitres for that month. It is a sensational outcome. Nevertheless, as people know, we have not had the
rain in our catchments that we need to replenish our dam supplies. Inflows into the combined Wivenhoe
system are currently tracking at 20 per cent lower than for the same period—that is, April to December
2004-05, which to date is the worst full year on record.

As the Premier outlined earlier, tough times call for tough decisions which is why purified recycled
water will be an ongoing feature of our water supply system. Two surveys undertaken in December and
January of 1,000 south-east Queensland residents on each occasion found very strong support in the
community for supplementing our water supplies with purified recycled water. When respondents in the
January survey were asked whether they would support the use of purified recycled water for drinking that
met all health and safety requirements, 78 per cent said they would vote yes. | note that that result is in fact
consistent with the results of the online poll conducted by the Leader of the Liberal Party, the member for
Moggill, who also found with a lesser number, but nevertheless 78 per cent in support of the proposition.
Purified recycled water gives us a new source of water that is not dependent on rain.

Tonight we begin an information campaign with a series of television ads aimed at informing the
public about the need for purified recycled water and desalination as well as water-saving initiatives being
taken to guarantee our short- and long-term water security. It will also provide information to residents
about how they can access a range of government rebates to assist them in cutting their water use.

Key actions we are taking to secure our region’s water supplies are listed in the emergency water
regulation introduced into parliament by the Premier in August last year. | seek leave to table the progress
reports on these emergency regulation projects for the months of November and December.

Leave granted.

Tabled paper: Document by the Queensland Water Commission titled ‘Water Amendment Regulation (No. 6) 2006—Monthly
Progress Reports’ dated November 2006.
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Tabled paper: Document by the Queensland Water Commission titled ‘Water Amendment Regulation (No. 6) 2006—Monthly
Progress Reports’ dated December 2006.

Both of these are available on the Queensland Water Commission website and have been since
they were published. Based on the current forecast performance of these projects, population growth and
conservative dam inflows, analysis and modelling by the Queensland Water Commission show that south-
east Queensland will not run out of water at the end of 2008. This is even before purified recycled water
would be available to supplement our dam supplies. Based on our current worst case scenario, which is
the region receiving the same level of inflows each year into the Wivenhoe system as those received in
2004-05, our worst year to date, the commission advises that dam levels will be at about 6.66 per cent at
the start of December 2008. SEQWater advises that water from the Wivenhoe system can be accessed
down to one per cent of capacity.

Even without adding purified recycled water, our dam levels increase to 7.15 per cent in January
2009 as the Gold Coast desalination plant increases its output to supply Brisbane. Clearly, if we continue
to receive poor rainfall into our dams, the time frames for completing our projects are tight, and we have
acknowledged this. But we are taking all possible steps to bring these projects in on deadline and we are
reporting publicly each month on project performance. If our water outlook deteriorates further, there are
other actions that can be taken to further reduce the pressure on our dam supplies. These include
introducing a possible new level of restrictions and further scaling back power station water usage that
does not risk the region’s electricity supply. The commission will continue to closely monitor our dam
inflows, particularly given that inflows for the 2006-07 year to date are currently tracking lower than the
worst recorded year to date. We need to see what rainfall we receive in February and March, which are
historically higher rainfall months in south-east Queensland, before any definitive conclusion can be drawn
about the 2006-07 water year. The commission will also continue to track and report on our emergency
water measures and make any changes to its scenario planning to ensure that our region has the water
that it needs.

File name: blig2007_02_06_18.fm Page : 2 of 2



	Ministerial Statement
	Purified Recycled Water
	Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane-ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for Infrastructure) (10.15 am): Statements and report...
	In January we averaged 721 megalitres a day of use versus the predrought average of 1,136 megalitres for that month. It is a sen...
	As the Premier outlined earlier, tough times call for tough decisions which is why purified recycled water will be an ongoing fe...
	Tonight we begin an information campaign with a series of television ads aimed at informing the public about the need for purifi...
	Key actions we are taking to secure our region’s water supplies are listed in the emergency water regulation introduced into par...
	Leave granted.
	Both of these are available on the Queensland Water Commission website and have been since they were published. Based on the cur...
	Even without adding purified recycled water, our dam levels increase to 7.15 per cent in January 2009 as the Gold Coast desalina...




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


