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TUESDAY, 25 AUGUST 2026 
____________ 

 
The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am. 
Mr Speaker (Hon. Pat Weir, Condamine) read prayers and took the chair. 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I acknowledge the Aboriginal people and Torres Strait 

Islander people of this state and their elders past, present and emerging. I also acknowledge the former 
members of this parliament who have participated in and nourished the democratic institutions of this 
state. Finally, I acknowledge the people of this state, whether they have been born here or have chosen 
to make this state their home and whom we represent to make laws and conduct other business for the 
peace, welfare and good government of this state.  

ASSENT TO BILLS 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from Her Excellency 

the Governor a letter in respect of assent to certain bills. The contents of the letter will be incorporated 
in the Record of Proceedings. I table the letter for the information of members. 
The Honourable P. Weir MP 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 

Parliament House 

George Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bills, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having 
been presented for the Royal Assent, were assented to in the name of His Majesty The King on the date shown: 

Date of assent: 29 June 2026 
 A bill for an Act to amend the Education (Accreditation of Non-State Schools) Act 2017, the Education (Capital 

Assistance) Act 1993, the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006, the Education (General Provisions) Regulation 2017, 
the Education (Queensland College of Teachers) Act 2005, the Education (Queensland College of Teachers) Regulation 
2016, the Education (Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority) Act 2014, the Education (Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority) Regulation 2025, the Libraries Act 1988, the Public Sector Regulation 2023, the 
Queensland Art Gallery Act 1987, the Queensland Museum Act 1970, the Queensland Performing Arts Trust Act 1977, 
the Queensland Theatre Company Act 1970, the Working with Children Check Act 2000 and the legislation mentioned 
in schedule 1 for particular purposes 

 A bill for an Act to amend the Environmental Protection Act 1994, the Mineral and Energy Resources (Common 
Provisions) Act 2014, the Regional Planning Interests Act 2014, the Regional Planning Interests Regulation 2014, the 
South Bank Corporation Act 1989 and the legislation mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes 

 A bill for an Act to amend the Duties Act 2001, the First Home Owner Grant and Other Home Owner Grants Act 2000, 
the Payroll Tax Act 1971, the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994 and the Transport Operations 
(Passenger Transport) Regulation 2018 for particular purposes 

These Bills are hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, 
in the manner required by law. 

Yours sincerely 

Governor 

29 June 2026 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 29 June 2026, from Her Excellency the Governor to the Speaker advising of assent to certain bills 
on 29 June 2026 [1432]. 

PRIVILEGE 

Comments by Member for McConnel, Apology  
Hon. G GRACE (McConnel—ALP) (9.31 am): With reference to Ethics Committee report No. 246 

tabled in the House on 26 June 2026, I offer my unreserved apology to the Speaker and to the House.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093023
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093126
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1432
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093146
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093023
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093126
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093146
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Comments by Member for Woodridge, Apology  
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (9.32 am): In the estimates 

committee hearing held on 29 July, which was the estimates hearing relating to the Minister for Regional 
and Rural Development, I asked a question in which I stated that there was one cabinet minister and 
five assistant ministers responsible for regional Queensland. Speaker, there is in fact one cabinet 
minister and six assistant ministers responsible for regional Queensland. I apologise for inadvertently 
misleading the committee and I apologise to the member for Callide, the Assistant Minister for Regional 
Development, for not including him in that number.  

SPEAKER’S RULINGS 

E-Petition, Removal  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I advise that I ruled that e-petition 4364-26, ‘Queensland 

Health on life support—Escalating deterioration in health service standards’, was out of order and was 
to be removed on the basis that (a) it contained speculative content which could not be authenticated 
and was largely hypothetical, and (b) it was not respectful, decorous and temperate by alleging possible 
breaches of the Criminal Code that petitioners cannot reasonably assess.  

Same Question Rule, Government Bills  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have considered the application of the same question 

rule to the Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Home Ownership and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2026, the Health Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Youth Justice (Circuit Breaker) 
Amendment Bill 2026 and the Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026.  

The same question rule is enlivened by clauses 24, 30 and 33 of the Justice and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill, contrary to standing order 87. The same question rule is enlivened by clause 4 of the 
Home Ownership and Other Legislation Amendment Bill, contrary to standing order 87. The same 
question rule is enlivened by clauses 5 and 43 of the Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill, contrary to standing order 87. The same question rule is enlivened by 
clauses 67, 68, 69 and 70 of the Health Legislation Amendment Bill, contrary to standing order 87. The 
same question rule is enlivened by clause 17 of the Youth Justice (Circuit Breaker) Amendment Bill, 
contrary to standing order 87.  

The same question rule is enlivened by clauses 15, 70, 73 and 84 of the Transport and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill, contrary to standing order 87. An unusual feature of this bill is that 
amendments are predominantly organised by commencement rather than sequentially as the 
provisions appear in the primary act. As such, multiple clauses in the bill revisit provisions of the act 
which will have already been considered and amended by earlier clauses of the amending bill. The 
non-sequential amendments in the Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill are also contrary 
to standing order 96 as they would have the effect of going backwards in consideration of the bill—that 
is, to a point in the bill which is before the latest decision of the House. As such, a motion to suspend 
standing orders 87 and 96 would be required for these clauses of the bills to be considered. I seek 
leave to incorporate my full ruling circulated in my name.  

Leave granted. 
SPEAKER’S RULING—MULTIPLE GOVERNMENT BILLS  

I have considered the application of the same question rule to multiple government bills—namely, the Justice and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Home Ownership and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Criminal Code 
(Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Health Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, the Youth Justice 
(Circuit Breaker) Amendment Bill 2026, the Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 and the Transport Affordability 
Amendment Bill 2026.  

The Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill (the Justice Bill) was introduced on 4 March 2026. Clauses 24, 30 and 33 of 
the Justice Bill propose amendments to provisions of the Coroners Act 2003 that are substantially the same as amendments 
previously considered and agreed to by the House in the same session of parliament due to the passing of the Coroners (Mining 
and Resources Coroner) Amendment Act 2025. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

The Home Ownership and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 (the Home Ownership Bill) was introduced on 23 April 2026. 
Clause 4 of the Home Ownership Bill proposes an amendment to a provision of the Duties Act 2001 that is substantially the same 
as an amendment previously considered and agreed to by the House in the same session of parliament due to the passing of 
the Revenue Legislation Amendment Act 2025. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093159
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093235
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093312
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093159
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093235
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093312
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The Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 (the Dangerous Driving Bill) was introduced 
on 26 June 2026. Clause 5 of the Dangerous Driving Bill proposes an amendment to a provision of the Criminal Code that is 
substantially the same as an amendment previously considered and agreed to by the House in the same session of parliament 
due to the passing of the Making Queensland Safer Act 2024. Further, clause 43 of the Bill proposes an amendment to a provision 
of the Youth Justice Act 1992 that is substantially the same as an amendment previously considered and agreed to by the House 
in the same session of parliament due to the passing of the Making Queensland Safer (Adult Crime, Adult Time) Amendment Act 
2025. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

The Health Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 (the Health Bill) was introduced on 4 June 2026. Clauses 67, 68, 69 and 70 propose 
amendments to provisions of the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Act 1998 that are substantially the same as amendments 
previously considered and agreed to by the House in the same session of parliament due to the passing of the Health Legislation 
Amendment Act 2025 and the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products (Dismantling Illegal Trade) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Act 2025. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

The Youth Justice (Circuit Breaker) Amendment Bill 2026 (the Youth Justice Bill) was introduced on 25 June 2026. Clause 17 
proposes amendments to provisions of the Youth Justice Act 1992 that are substantially the same as amendments previously 
considered and agreed to by the House in the same session of parliament due to the passing of the Making Queensland Safer 
Act 2024. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

The Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026 (the Transport Bill) was introduced on 26 June 2026. Clauses 15, 70, 
73 and 84 propose amendments to provisions of the State Penalties Enforcement Act 1999 and the Transport Operations (Road 
Use Management) Act 1995 that are substantially the same as amendments previously considered and agreed to by the House 
in the same session of parliament due to the passing of the Transport and Other Legislation (Managing E-mobility Use and 
Protecting Our Communities) Amendment Act 2026. This is contrary to Standing Order 87.  

A further issue arises under Standing Order 96. Standing Orders are designed with a number of principles of bill-making assumed. 
The primary principle is that an amending bill—that is, a bill amending an existing act—will make amendments in the primary act 
sequentially. Another principle is that amendments are dealt with sequentially in the order in which they occur by clause or 
schedule. It is not possible to go backwards in consideration of a bill—that is, to a point in the bill which is before the latest 
decision of the House. The Transport Bill offends this principle by grouping amendments by commencement rather than 
sequentially  

Standing Order 87 provides the general rule of Westminster parliamentary practice that, once the House has resolved a matter 
in the affirmative or negative, the same question shall not again be proposed in the same session. Similarly, Standing Order 150 
provides for the application of the same question rule in relation to amendments, new clauses or schedules of a Bill. As previous 
Speakers have noted, the matters do not have to be identical but merely the same in substance as the previous matter. In other 
words, it is a question of substance, not form (Speaker Reynolds, Record of Proceedings, 9 September 2008, p. 2559).  

Accordingly, I rule that the same question rule is enlivened by clauses 24, 30 and 33 of the Justice Bill; by clause 4 of the Home 
Ownership Bill; by clauses 5 and 43 of the Dangerous Driving Bill; by clauses 67, 68, 69 and 70 of the Health Bill; and by clause 
17 of the Youth Justice Bill; by clauses 15, 70, 73 and 84 of the Transport Bill; contrary to Standing Order 87.  

A motion to suspend Standing Orders 87 and 96 would be required for the offending clauses of these bills to be considered.  

Same Question Rule, Transport Affordability Amendment Bill  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have considered the application of the same question 

rule to the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill 2026. In summary, the same question rule is 
enlivened by part 5 of the bill, contrary to standing order 87. A motion to suspend standing order 87 
would need to be passed to allow part 5 of the bill to be considered. I seek leave to incorporate my full 
ruling circulated in my name.  

Leave granted.  
SPEAKER’S RULING—APPLICATION OF SAME QUESTION RULE TO TRANSPORT AFFORDABILITY AMENDMENT BILL 
2026  

I have considered the application of the same question rule to the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill 2026.  

The member for Aspley introduced the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill 2026 on 11 February 2026. The Bill proposes 
amendments to the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994 that are substantially the same in their effect as 
amendments made to that Act by the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, 
which was passed by the House on 26 June 2026 and received assent on 29 June 2026. 

Standing Order 87 provides the general rule of Westminster parliamentary practice that, once the House has resolved a matter 
in the affirmative or negative, the same question shall not again be proposed in the same session. Similarly, Standing Order 150 
provides for the application of the same question rule in relation to amendments, new clauses or schedules of a Bill. As previous 
Speakers have noted, the matters do not have to be identical but merely the same in substance as the previous matter. In other 
words, it is a question of substance, not form (Speaker Reynolds, Record of Proceedings, 9 September 2008, p. 2559).  

Part 5 of the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2026 amended the Transport 
Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994 to place obligations on the chief executive of the Department of Transport and Main 
Roads to exercise their powers to ensure the fare for specified passenger transport services is no more than 50 cents. This 
means fares can only be increased by amending the legislation.  

Part 5 of the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill 2026 seeks to amend the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 
1994 to require that if the chief executive of the Department of Transport and Main Roads proposes to change the fare for the 
use of a 50 cent service, then a motion will be required to be passed in the Legislative Assembly, after the provision of at least 
28 days’ notice. This means fares could only be increased with Parliament’s agreement.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093541
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093541
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According to relevant Speakers’ rulings:  

• While there is no rule preventing the introduction of two bills on the same subject, if a decision of the House has already 
been taken on one bill (usually that the bill be read a second time), the other is not to be proceeded upon (Speaker 
Pitt, Record of Proceedings, 14 September 2021, pp. 2524-2525).  

• The same question rule will not apply in relation to bills that deal with substantially the same subject matter but are 
genuinely alternative propositions seeking to obtain similar outcomes by different mechanisms, particularly where there 
are provisions in each bill not dealt with in the other (Speaker Wellington, Record of Proceedings, 8 November 2016, 
pp. 4223-24).  

In this instance, both part 5 of the Revenue (Cost of Living Relief Locked-in Law) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2026 
and part 5 of the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill 2026 deal with the same subject matter and achieve substantially the 
same policy objective of enshrining 50 cent public transport fares in legislation. They do this through different mechanisms, with 
one requiring further legislative amendment, and the other requiring Parliament’s approval, before fares can be increased. 
However, they are the same in substance, rather than ‘genuinely alternative propositions’.  

Accordingly, I rule that part 5 of the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill enlivens the same question rule contrary to Standing 
Order 87.  

Previous Speakers have declined to rule a bill out of order before its second reading where only some clauses of the bill may 
offend the same question rule, leaving the rule to be applied in relation to particular clauses in consideration in detail (Speaker 
Pitt, Record of Proceedings, 18 February 2020, p. 325).  

Should the Transport Affordability Amendment Bill pass its second reading stage, during consideration in detail when part 5 is 
considered the same question rule will be enlivened to part 5. A motion to suspend Standing Order 87 would need to be passed 
to allow for part 5 to be considered.  

Questions on Notice, Authentication of Facts  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I wish to inform the House of two rulings that I made 

regarding questions on notice since the last sitting week. On 14 May 2026, the member for Bundamba 
asked question on notice No. 550 of 2026 to the Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations. The Deputy Premier subsequently 
requested that I seek authentication of the facts contained in the question. At my request, the Clerk 
wrote to the member for Bundamba seeking relevant details to authenticate the facts stated in the 
question. Following review of the information supplied by the member for Bundamba in response to this 
request, I found it did not provide sufficient authentication of the facts stated in the question. 
Accordingly, I ruled the question out of order on 2 July 2026. I take this opportunity to again remind all 
members that they should be able to authenticate facts stated in their questions. It is ultimately for the 
Speaker to determine whether authentication is required and determine whether the member has 
provided sufficient evidence of authentication.  

Honourable members, on 26 June 2026, the member for Maiwar asked question on notice 
No. 816 of 2026 to the Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister for Corrective 
Services. Due to an administrative error by the Table Office, the question was instead directed to the 
Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for Youth when the Notice Paper was published. 
To address this error, on 3 August 2026 I redirected the question to the Minister for Youth Justice and 
Victim Support and Minister for Corrective Services to be answered by 2 September 2026. The updated 
question and due date of the answer are now published on the parliament’s website.  

SPEAKER’S STATEMENTS 

Parliament House, Artwork  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, this sitting week we are showcasing two more works from 

the Regional Council Artwork Collection, originally assembled in 1979 to mark the completion of the 
Parliamentary Annexe. The first work, Mount Morgan Gold and Copper Mine, is by Queensland artist 
Arthur Batchelor. Batchelor was known for his landscape and historical works, including his depictions 
of the iconic Mount Morgan Mine in Central Queensland. This artwork was donated by the Mount 
Morgan shire council.  

The second artwork, Hummock View—Canefields and Port, is by Nola Grabbe. Born in 1924, 
Grabbe began painting in the mid-1950s and trained through the Queensland Flying Art School, as well 
as completing correspondence art courses. She later taught art at Bundaberg College of Technical and 
Further Education during the 1970s. This artwork was donated by the Woongarra shire council. Next 
sitting week we will feature two more artworks as we continue to showcase the regional communities 
represented in this chamber.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093614
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093819
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093614
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_093819
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Beyond the Verandah  

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I wish to inform the House that a sculpture honouring Irene 
Longman, the first woman elected to the Queensland parliament, will be unveiled today. Mrs Longman 
was elected to parliament on 11 May 1929. She was the first female member of this parliament and 
only the third woman elected to an Australian parliament at that time. Despite facing barriers as the 
only woman in parliament, including being excluded from the parliamentary dining room and the 
absence of dedicated facilities for women, she helped secure the appointment of Queensland’s first 
female police officers and the establishment of a separate Childrens Court.  

Created by Queensland artist Liam Hardy of Sculpt Studios, based in Molendinar on the Gold 
Coast, Beyond the Verandah honours Mrs Longman’s pioneering contribution to the Queensland 
parliament. The sculpture depicts Mrs Longman seated at a table reflecting on her experience of being 
required to take her meals on the verandah because women were not permitted to dine in the 
parliamentary dining room. I thank the Parliamentary Library and procurement teams for their work in 
bringing this important project to life.  

Beyond the Verandah is the first sculpture commissioned by the Queensland parliament and 
provides a lasting recognition of Mrs Longman’s contribution to this institution and to Queensland. 
Honourable members, the unveiling of the Irene Longman sculpture will take place at 1 pm today, with 
1.15 pm formalities on the level 5 colonnade adjacent to Strangers’ Dining Room. 

Kirra and the Statue  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I am sure that all members are aware this week is 

Childrens’ Book Week, so it seems fitting to share with the House that the Queensland parliament’s 
first picture book, Kirra and the Statue, has now been published. Kirra and the Statue explores the 
themes of democracy, participation and representation through the story of a young petitioner whose 
determination to recognise and inspire Queensland women demonstrates how young people can have 
a voice and help shape their communities.  

Beautifully illustrated by Queensland-based artist Rachel Tribout, the book features accurate 
depictions of Parliament House and introduces young Queenslanders to parliament and democracy in 
an engaging and accessible way. I thank the parliamentary education team for producing Kirra and the 
Statue together with the accompanying teacher guide and lesson plans, which provide further 
opportunities for the book to be used as a civic education resource in Queensland classrooms.  

Members will find a minibook on their desks with a preview of Kirra and the Statue and details 
on how to access further resources. A complimentary copy is available for each member to collect from 
Strangers’ cafe before 5 pm Thursday, with additional copies available for purchase from the Parliament 
Gift Shop and the statue unveiling today.  

Visitors to Public Gallery  

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I wish to advise members that we will be visited in the 
gallery this morning by students and teachers from Urangan State High School in the electorate of 
Hervey Bay, West Moreton Anglican College in the electorate of Ipswich West, West End State School 
in the electorate of South Brisbane, and the Y school in the electorate of Algester. 

PETITIONS 
The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the honourable members indicated— 

Nitrous Oxide 

Mr J Kelly, from 1,343 petitioners, requesting the House to ban the operation of 24/7 delivery services for nitrous oxide products, 
and limit the sale of nitrous oxide to registered commercial operators and licensed buyers for a legitimate purpose [1388]. 

Homelessness 

Ms Boyd, from 12,174 petitioners, requesting the House to do all within its power to ensure support to local government for the 
provision of the management of homelessness in public spaces, provision of waste management infrastructure, and access to 
public toilets, sanitation and water facilities [1389].  
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Mount Gravatt-Capalaba Road, Noise 

Ms McMillan, from 308 petitioners, requesting the House to prioritise investigation for noise attenuation treatments, and a clear 
timeline for this work, on Mount Gravatt-Capalaba Road in Mackenzie; and explain current and future funding details for this 
attenuation treatment [1390].  

Southport CBD, Public Safety 

Mr Molhoek, from 1,344 petitioners, requesting the House to declare Southport CBD as a Designated Business and Community 
Precinct in accordance with the third tranche of the Adult Time, Adult Crime bill so public safety can be restored to the area 
[1391].  

Kuranda Range Road, Repairs 

Mr Healy, from 2,055 petitioners, requesting the House to undertake a range of measures to address the delays in repair works 
to the Kuranda Range Road [1392].  

Bundaberg and Childers, Driving Examiners 

Mr Smith, from 188 petitioners, requesting the House to address the shortage of government employed driving examiners and 
licence test booking availabilities for the Bundaberg and Childers areas [1393].  

Bankruptcy, Victims 

Mr Crandon, from 580 petitioners, requesting the House to implement a requirement for ASIC to create a claim fund to allow for 
compensation to victims of what can be named “Bankruptee Fraud” [1394].  

Hervey Bay, Hooning 

Mr Lee, from 1,051 petitioners, requesting the House to take action against hooning in Hervey Bay [1395].  

The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the Clerk— 

Gold Coast Wake Park 

1,298 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to support the preservation of cable wakeboarding on the Gold 
Coast by working with the Gold Coast Wakeboard Club to preserve the existing facility or identify a suitable site and potential 
support for the relocation of the Gold Coast Wake Park [1396].  

Northern Peninsula Area 

177 petitioners, requesting the House to review the performance of the Northern Peninsula Area Regional Council as Trustee for 
the Northern Peninsula Area Deeds of Grant in Trust communities [1397].  

Dogs, Barking 

823 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to work with local governments to reform Queensland’s dog barking 
complaint system [1398].  

E-Mobility 

344 petitioners, requesting the House to amend the relevant road rules for personal mobility devices to target illegal devices, not 
compliant commuters [1399]. 

Optional Preferential Voting 

646 petitioners, requesting the House to introduce and pass legislation restoring optional preferential voting for Queensland 
Legislative Assembly elections in accordance with 2024 election commitments [1400].  

Hervey Bay and Fraser Coast, Wildlife Strikes 

1,896 petitioners, requesting the House to conduct reviews of wildlife strike hotspots across Hervey Bay and the Fraser Coast, 
and explore options to reduce wildlife strikes in these areas [1401].  

Williams, Mr JW, Sentence Review 

1,860 petitioners, requesting the House to call on the Attorney-General to review the charges and sentence handed to James 
Warren Williams for systematically setting up hidden cameras in Redland City Council female toilet blocks [1402].  

Crime, Victims 

853 petitioners, requesting the House to request the Premier separate Victim Support from Youth Justice and Corrective Services 
portfolios under separate ministers, put in place clear expected outcomes and timeframes for each portfolio and hold ministers 
to account, and establish a public register of judicial sentences made under the Adult Crime, Adult Time offences to improve 
transparency [1403].  

Youth Justice 

2,388 petitioners, requesting the House to make guardians criminally liable for the offenses of their minor children when it can be 
proven that the parents failed to exercise reasonable supervision and control, effectively aligning Queensland’s youth justice 
framework with accountability models similar to California law [1404].  
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Baffle Creek Catchment Area, Renewable Energy 

1,442 petitioners, requesting the House to impose a Moratorium on the entire Baffle Creek Catchment area to disallow any heavy 
industrial or renewable energy projects (wind, solar, BESS, hydrogen or hydroelectric) to be built within the Baffle Creek 
Catchment area [1405].  

Wynnum Central, ShapingSEQ Regional Plan 

543 petitioners, requesting the House to review and reconsider Wynnum Central’s MRAC classification as part of the current 
review of the ShapingSEQ 2023 Regional Plan [1406].  

Moringa Oleifera 

1,985 petitioners, requesting the House to do all within its power to urge the Queensland Minister for Agriculture to request that 
FSANZ urgently reconsider and approve Moringa oleifera as a novel food, allowing its importation, retail sale and local cultivation 
[1407]. 

Beaudesert-Nerang Road 

336 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to direct the Department of Transport and Main Roads to undertake 
an urgent and comprehensive engineering assessment of a section of the Beaudesert-Nerang Road and prioritise permanent 
remediation works [1408]. 

Magnetic Island, Pedestrian Crossing 

204 petitioners, requesting the House to consider for the safety of all residents and visitors that a pedestrian crossing be installed 
at Arcadia, Alma Bay on Magnetic Island, and the speed limit be reduced to 20 km per hour [1409].  

Glenwood State School, Road Safety 

407 petitioners, requesting the House to undertake a range of measures to improve road safety and access to Glenwood State 
School [1410].  

Quaid Road, Public Access 

8,215 petitioners, requesting the House to declare Quaid Road a road of significant importance granting permanent public access 
[1411].  

Wilsonton, Road Safety 

111 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to upgrade Bridge and Greenwattle Streets, Wilsonton to reduce 
congestion and improve road safety [1412].  

Justice System, Timeliness 

976 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate maximum time frames to within one year for trials of alleged paedophiles to 
begin [1413].  

Tablelands Regional Council 

2,221 petitioners, requesting the House to appoint an administrator to oversee and investigate the operations, management and 
governance of Tablelands Regional Council [1414].  

Highways, Speed Limits 

1,462 petitioners, requesting the House to change speed limits on all highways in Queensland from 100 to 110 km/h and 110 to 
120 km/h [1415].  

Springton Creek Bridge 

160 petitioners, requesting the House to repair or replace the Springton Creek Bridge [1416].  

Animal Cruelty 

9,322 petitioners, requesting the House to remove DPI approval for animal cruelty prosecutions and let the RSPCA get on with 
their job; and introduce mandatory minimum sentences, which includes imprisonment, for all animal cruelty [1417].  

Firearms 

5,527 petitioners, requesting the House to re-classify firearm suppressors as Category A or make a new Category that allows 
genuine use for PPE [1418].  

Cult Groups 

713 petitioners, requesting the House to introduce State law reforms which inhibit the establishment of cult groups and prevent 
such organisations from coercing others to practise their ideologies and abusive belief system [1419].  

Abortion 

1,248 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate a ban on abortion and to establish robust support for women in unplanned 
pregnancies [1420].  
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Bull Sharks 

765 petitioners, requesting the House to review and relax the bag and size limits/restrictions and implement active bull shark 
population control measures based on community safety and environmental balance [1421].  

Centenary Highway, Springfield to Ripley 

1,303 petitioners, requesting the House to widen the Springfield to Ripley section of the Centenary Highway [1422].  

Daylight Saving 

2,518 petitioners, requesting the House to conduct a new referendum on daylight saving in Queensland, or trial a dual-time zone 
arrangement where daylight saving applies only to South East Queensland [1423].  

Drivers’ Licences 

1,176 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate that any person driving or riding any kind of vehicle on Queensland roads 
must have a valid driver licence [1424].  

Australian National Flag 

4,738 petitioners, requesting the House to consider the introduction or strengthening of legislation to prohibit the intentional 
desecration of the Australian National Flag [1425].  

Vehicles, Modified Exhaust Systems 

967 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate a total ban on vehicle modified exhaust systems [1426].  

Animal Cruelty 

3,960 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to cause the disclosure of and keep an updated public list of animal 
abuse offenders for Queensland [1427].  

Cairns and Townsville, Vehicle Theft 

1,059 petitioners, requesting the House to undertake a range of measures to reduce vehicle theft in Cairns and Townsville [1428].  

Ipswich, Bus Safety 

287 petitioners, requesting the House to order a review of the safety for bus drivers and bus passengers in Ipswich on services 
operated by Bus Queensland and Transit Systems, and a review of their Translink contracts and public transport operator 
accreditations [1429].  

Fishing, Tilapia 

1,294 petitioners, requesting the House to allow for the possession and consumption of wild-caught tilapia by recreational fishers 
and establish guidelines for humane on-site dispatch [1430].  

Wondunna, Road Upgrade 

111 petitioners, requesting the House to upgrade Gilston Road and Carrick Way, Wondunna [1431].  

Petitions received.  

TABLED PAPERS 
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS (SO 31)  
The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated— 
29 June 2026— 
1136 Response from the Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for Youth (Hon. O’Connor), to an E-Petition 

(4426-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 235 petitioners, requesting the 
House to investigate and begin the process of removing the words Queensland Government from publicly owned 
buildings and property and replacing with the words “publicly owned by the people of Queensland”  

30 June 2026— 
1137 Auditor-General Report 17: 2025-26—Accessing Legal Aid Queensland’s representation services  
1138 Department of Transport and Main Roads: Maritime Safety Queensland—Marine Incidents in Queensland 2025  
1139 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 22, 58th Parliament—Oversight of the Queensland Food 

Farmers’ Commissioner  
1140 Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Committee: Report No. 113, 58th Parliament—Review of the Crime and Corruption 

Commission’s activities  
1141 Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Commissioner: Report on the results of the inspection of the records of the Crime 

and Corruption Commission pursuant to section 362 of the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000, June 2026  
1142 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 16, 58th Parliament—Inquiry into Sugarcane Bioenergy 

Opportunities in Queensland, government response  
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1143 Response from the Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for 
Industrial Relations (Hon. Bleijie), to an E-Petition (4433-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing 
Order 119(4), from 270 petitioners, requesting the House to cause an investigation into the City of Moreton Bay Council’s 
handling of flood mapping, overland flows and enforcement of structures that potentially divert, concentrate or block 
runoff to and from others’ properties  

1 July 2026— 
1144 Department of Local Government, Water and Volunteers—Code of Conduct for Councillors in Queensland, Approved 

June 2026 [refer to subordinate legislation No. 85]  
1145 City of Brisbane Act 2010, Local Government Act 2009: Local Government Legislation (Empowering Councils) 

Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 85  
1146 City of Brisbane Act 2010, Local Government Act 2009: Local Government Legislation (Empowering Councils) 

Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 85, explanatory notes 
1147 City of Brisbane Act 2010, Local Government Act 2009: Local Government Legislation (Empowering Councils) 

Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 85, human rights certificate 
1148 Response from the Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister for Corrective Services (Hon. Gerber), to 

an E-Petition (4362-25), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 3,292 petitioners, 
requesting the House to ensure youth criminals with more than three bail offences be directed into compulsory military 
service for five years  

2 July 2026— 
1149 Response from the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. Perrett), to an E-Petition (4498-26), sponsored by the Clerk 

under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 381 petitioners, requesting the House to remove all RSPCA powers 
under the Animal Care and Protection Act 2001  

1150  Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4392-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,029 petitioners, 
requesting the House to do all in its power to cause a full public investigation into the Public Trustee with intention to 
reform taking into account the wishes of the people who have experienced first-hand the operation of the Public Trustee  

1151 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4450-26), sponsored by the member for Maiwar, Mr Berkman, from 3,774 petitioners, requesting the House to 
ban gambling advertising on all government-owned or controlled public and state assets in Queensland and review of 
existing policies and contractual arrangements to ensure vulnerable persons are protected  

1152 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4487-26), sponsored by the member for Morayfield, Hon Ryan, from 1,222 petitioners, requesting the House to 
call on the Attorney-General to convey to the Queensland Coroner the request by Sandrine’s family for a full public 
coronial inquest which examines all evidence (including new evidence), forensics, and witness accounts  

1153 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4514-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,085 petitioners, 
requesting the House to undertake a range of measures to address community safety in Atherton  

1154 Response from the Minister for Education and the Arts (Hon. Langbroek), to an E-Petition (4510-26), sponsored by the 
Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 267 petitioners, requesting the House to establish an 
independent complaints and investigation mechanism for non-state schools in Queensland and to introduce protections 
for individuals raising concerns about a child’s education  

1155 Response from the Minister for Finance, Trade, Employment and Training (Hon. Bates), to an E-Petition (4414-26), 
sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 426 petitioners, requesting the House to 
undertake a range of measures to establish a maritime training school in Brisbane  

1156 Response from the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services (Hon. Nicholls), to an E-Petition (4446-26), sponsored 
by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,448 petitioners, requesting the House to undertake a 
range of measures to provide hope and better care for Queensland’s growing dementia population  

1157 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to an E-Petition (4441-26), sponsored by 
the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 360 petitioners, requesting the House to undertake a range 
of measures to reduce car parking congestion on streets and roads  

1158 Response from the Minister for the Environment and Tourism and Minister for Science and Innovation (Hon. Powell), to 
an E-Petition (4329-25), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 5,000 petitioners, 
requesting the House to undertake a range of measures to allow regulated public land hunting  

3 July 2026— 
1159 Response from the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. Perrett), to an E-Petition (4422-26), sponsored by the Clerk 

under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,165 petitioners, requesting the House to introduce legislation or 
enforceable regulations to ensure animal safety during extreme heat conditions  

1160 Response from the Premier and Minister for Veterans (Hon. Crisafulli), to an E-Petition (4396-26), sponsored by the Clerk 
under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 531 petitioners, requesting the House to create a Public Service 
Charter affirming accountability to the public  

1161 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 37, 58th Parliament—Legal Profession (Strengthening 
Disciplinary Matters) Amendment Bill 2026  

1162 Response from the Acting Minister for Sport and Racing and Minister for the Olympic and Paralympic Games (Hon. 
Powell), to a paper petition (4554-26), presented by the member for Greenslopes, Mr Kelly, and an E-Petition (4508-26), 
sponsored by the member for Greenslopes, Mr Kelly, from 4,645 and 6,258 petitioners respectively, requesting the House 
to undertake a range of measures to review funding arrangements with Bowls Queensland  
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1163 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to a paper petition (4555-26), presented 
by the member for Springwood, Hon. de Brenni, and an E-Petition (4387-26), sponsored by the member for Springwood, 
Hon. de Brenni, from 210 and 988 petitioners respectively, requesting the House to do all in its power to release 
information and be transparent with the community about the Daisy Hill to Logan motorway upgrade, and ensure the 
government finishes the project  

6 July 2026— 
1164 Response from the Minister for Women and Women’s Economic Security, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Partnerships and Minister for Multiculturalism (Hon. Simpson), to an E-Petition (4524-26), sponsored by the 
Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 2,409 petitioners, requesting the House to do everything in its 
power to cause a full, public and transparent audit and report into the funding that is allocated to Aboriginal programs 
and affairs  

1165 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to a paper petition (4558-26), presented 
by the member for Morayfield, Hon. Ryan, from 70 petitioners, requesting the House to call on the Queensland 
Government to direct Queensland Rail (a Queensland Government entity) to restore the station staffing hours at 
Morayfield Train Station  

7 July 2026— 
1166 Auditor-General Report 1: 2026-27—Rehabilitating and reintegrating prisoners  
1167 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 30, 58th Parliament—Justice and Other Legislation 

Amendment Bill 2026: Erratum  
9 July 2026— 
1168 Letter, dated 10 March 2026, from the Chair of the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee, Mr Marty Hunt 

MP, to the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity, Hon. Deb Frecklington, regarding the 
Office of the Information Commissioner 2026-27 funding proposal  

1169 Report titled ‘Attorney-General’s response to the Office of the Queensland Integrity Commissioner funding proposal’  
1170 Letter, dated 10 March 2026, from the Chair of the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee, Mr Marty Hunt 

MP, to the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity, Hon. Deb Frecklington, regarding the 
Queensland Ombudsman 2026-27 funding proposal  

1171 Report titled ‘Attorney-General’s response to the Office of the Queensland Ombudsman funding proposal’  
13 July 2026— 
1172 Right to Information and Information Privacy—Annual Report 2024-25  
15 July 2026— 
1173 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 38, 58th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled 

between 4 March 2026 and 21 April 2026  
17 July 2026— 
1174 Response from the Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for 

Industrial Relations (Hon. Bleijie), to an E-Petition (4437-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing 
Order 119(4), from 106 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure the development of a second level car park at 
Mudgeeraba Market Shopping Centre  

21 July 2026— 
1175 Public Trustee Act 1978: Public Trustee (Fees and Charges Notice) (No.1) 2026  
1176 Public Trustee Act 1978: Public Trustee (Fees and Charges Notice) (No.1) 2026, explanatory notes  
1177 Public Trustee Act 1978: Public Trustee (Fees and Charges Notice) (No.1) 2026, human rights certificate  
22 July 2026— 
1178 Response from the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. Perrett), to an E-Petition (4454-26), sponsored by the Clerk 

under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,458 petitioners, requesting the House to develop a registry of cat 
breeders and laws enforcing all cats to be desexed unless they are from a breeder with a license  

1179 Education and Care Services National Further Amendment Regulations 2025 made by the Education Ministers under 
sections 301 and 324 of the Education and Care Services National Law as applied by the States and Territories  

1180 Education and Care Services National Further Amendment Regulations 2025 made by the Education Ministers under 
sections 301 and 324 of the Education and Care Services National Law as applied by the States and Territories, human 
rights certificate  

23 July 2026— 
1181 Response from the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services (Hon. Nicholls), to an E-Petition (4360-25), sponsored 

by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 337 petitioners, requesting the House to persuade the 
federal government to consider adding the instant release version of tapentadol covered under the PBS  

1182 Response from the Minister for Local Government and Water and Minister for Fire, Disaster Recovery and Volunteers 
(Hon. Leahy), to an E-Petition (4537-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 
213 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its power to ensure a playground is built on the grass area opposite 
Hinterland Street which is council land  

1183 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4394-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 660 petitioners, 
requesting the House to persuade the federal government to change our National Anthem  
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1184 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4434-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,180 petitioners, 
requesting the House to ensure free publication of the Commonwealth Constitution 1901 and free online educational 
courses on the constitution to the people of Queensland  

1185 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4447-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,037 petitioners, 
requesting the House to mandate the Queensland Public Trustee and Public Guardian advertise their powers and to 
ensure the campaigns are clear, accessible and include guidance on preventative measures such as enduring powers 
of attorney  

1186 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4455-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,067 petitioners, 
requesting the House to legislate making payments compulsory for Queenslanders who can demonstrate serious harm 
from departmental actions involving injustice, corruption, maladministration  

1187 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4495-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 567 petitioners, 
requesting the House to undertake a range of measures to address the excessive length of time for domestic violence 
related matters to be determined by a court  

1188 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4517-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 2,338 petitioners, 
requesting the House to review and strengthen sentencing laws for child sexual abuse offences to ensure stricter, more 
consistent penalties that prioritise victim protection and long-term justice  

1189  Response from the Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for Home Ownership (Hon. Janetzki), to an E-Petition 
(4488-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,699 petitioners, requesting the 
House to refer to the Queensland Productivity Commission an independent inquiry into whether the scientific assumptions 
underpinning environmental and natural resource regulation affecting Queensland’s farming, fisheries and forestry 
industries remain supported by measurable outcomes  

1190  Response from the Minister for Education and the Arts (Hon. Langbroek), to an E-Petition (4353-25), sponsored by the 
member for Springwood, Hon. de Brenni, from 891 petitioners, requesting the House to address the lack of formal 
education in digital literacy and online safety and embed curriculum digital literacy and online safety in the Queensland 
School curriculum from primary to senior  

1191  Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to an E-Petition (4368-26), sponsored by 
the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,284 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate to 
enact penalties for drivers who knowingly drive into flood waters  

1192  Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to an E-Petition (4456-26), sponsored by 
the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,113 petitioners, requesting the House to amend relevant 
traffic regulations to ensure the driver of a vehicle is not fined or loses demerit points for an adult passenger wearing a 
seatbelt incorrectly  

1193  Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to an E-Petition (4506-26), sponsored by 
the member for Logan, Mr Power, from 1,930 petitioners, requesting the House to take decisive action towards the 
deterrence of large-scale hooning activities in Yarrabilba  

1194  Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to an E-Petition (4541-26), sponsored by 
the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,229 petitioners, requesting the House to ban the sale of 
powerful e-bikes and imported parts used to upgrade them from safer models  

24 July 2026— 
1195  Response from the Minister for Education and the Arts (Hon. Langbroek), to an E-Petition (4559-26), sponsored by the 

member for Miller, Hon. Bailey, from 1,375 petitioners, requesting the House to do all within its power to ensure the 
installation of full bathroom replacements at Graceville State School and Sherwood State School in 2026  

1196  Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Mickelberg), to an E-Petition (4490-26), sponsored by 
the member for Bundamba, Mr McCallum, from 368 petitioners, requesting the House to accelerate plans to connect 
Eagle St across Goodna Creek  

1197  Response from the Minister for the Environment and Tourism and Minister for Science and Innovation (Hon. Powell), to 
an E-Petition (4491-26), sponsored by the member for Maiwar, Mr Berkman, from 411 petitioners, requesting the House 
to make the referral under section 69 of the EPBC Act for MLA100351 Dittmer Project, so potential impacts on MNES, 
Water Resources and WHA Great Barrier Reef, are assessed through a rigorous EIS  

27 July 2026— 
1198 Response from the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. Perrett), to an E-Petition (4548-26), sponsored by the Clerk 

under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 989 petitioners, requesting the House to consider introducing 
legislation to require the containment of domestic cats, including keeping cats indoors or otherwise under effective control 
when outside and introduce measures, including education and penalties, to reduce environmental harm from improper 
cat litter disposal, and work with manufacturers to improve the environmental safety of cat litter products  

1199 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (Hon. Frecklington), to an E-
Petition (4538-26), sponsored by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 703 petitioners, 
requesting the House to make a clear and proper definition of hatred towards Zionists and Zionism in Queensland today 
and use that in place of the term antisemitism  

1200 Response from the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services (Hon. Nicholls), to an E-Petition (4542-26), sponsored 
by the Clerk under the provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 939 petitioners, requesting the House to do all in its 
power to ensure the Mater hospital at Springfield does not refuse to provide patients with voluntary assisted dying, 
pregnancy terminations or contraception  
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1201 Report by the Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial 
Relations (Hon. Bleijie), pursuant to section 106 of the Planning Act 2016, in relation to the Ministerial Call In of a 
development application for the Dreamworld Master Plan by Coast Entertainment Operations Limited  

1202 Response from the Minister for Finance, Trade, Employment and Training (Hon. Bates), to an E-Petition (4357-25), 
sponsored by the member for Coomera, Mr Crandon, from 441 petitioners, requesting the House to prioritise funding for 
a TAFE Centre of Excellence in Health and Nursing at Coomera  

30 July 2026— 
1203 Queensland Government: Report titled ‘Women’s Economic Security Strategy’, 2026  
1204 Mt Gravatt Showgrounds Trust—Annual Report year ended 30 April 2026  
1205 Letter, dated 29 July 2026, and Gazette Notice for the Queensland Government Gazette, dated 25 June 2026, advising 

that Her Excellency the Governor, acting by and with the advice of the Executive Council and pursuant to section 481A 
of the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003, has approved a payment of $166,397,101.97 (GST inclusive) 
by WorkCover Queensland to the Office of Industrial Relations, Department of State Development, Infrastructure and 
Planning, in 2026-27 for the prevention of injury to workers and related education, compliance and regulatory functions 
delivered by the Office of Industrial Relations under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and Workers’ Compensation 
and Rehabilitation Act 2003  

31 July 2026— 
1206 Queensland Ombudsman—Inspector of Detention Services: Capricornia Correctional Centre inspection report, July 2026  
1207 Fernlee Water Authority—Final Report 2025-2026  
1208 Child Death Review Board—Annual Report 2024-25, government response  
1209 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 39, 58th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled 

between 22 April 2026 and 12 May 2026  
5 August 2026— 
1210 Queensland Ombudsman—Inspector of Detention Services: Combined inspection report for youth detention centres, 

August 2026  
6 August 2026— 
1211 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026  
1212 Gazette Notice for the Queensland Government Gazette, dated 29 June 2026, advising that the Queensland 

Redistribution Commission has redistributed the State into 93 electoral districts  
1213 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Comments on the 

objections  
1214 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Objections Volume 

one  
1215 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Objections Volume 

two  
1216 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Proposal for the Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, March 2026  
1217 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Suggestions 

Volume one  
1218 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Suggestions 

Volume two  
1219 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Comments on 

suggestions Volume one  
1220 Queensland Redistribution Commission—Redistribution of the State’s Electoral Districts, June 2026: Comments on 

suggestions Volume two  
1221 Criminal Code (Dangerous Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026, explanatory notes: Erratum  
1222 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 23, 58th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 

25 March 2026 and 21 April 2026  
7 August 2026— 
1223 Health, Environment and Innovation Committee: Report No. 27, 58th Parliament—Health Legislation Amendment Bill 

2026  
1224 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 24, 58th Parliament—State Development and Public Works 

Organisation (Critical Minerals) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026  
11 August 2026— 
1225 State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee: Report No. 29, 58th Parliament—Transport Affordability 

Amendment Bill 2026  
13 August 2026— 
1226 Governance, Energy and Finance Committee: Report No. 27, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates: 

Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026  
1227 Governance, Energy and Finance Committee: Report No. 27, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates: 

Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026—Volume of Additional Information  

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1201
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1202
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1203
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1204
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1205
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1206
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1207
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1208
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1209
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1210
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1211
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1212
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1213
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1214
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1215
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1216
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1217
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1218
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1219
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1220
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1221
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1222
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1223
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1224
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1225
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1226
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5826T1227


25 Aug 2026 Tabled Papers 2369 

 

  
 

1228 Governance, Energy and Finance Committee: Report No. 28, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates: 
Appropriation Bill 2026  

1229 Governance, Energy and Finance Committee: Report No. 28, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates: 
Appropriation Bill 2026—Volume of Additional Information  

14 August 2026— 
1230 Education, Arts and Communities Committee: Report No. 19, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates  
1231 Education, Arts and Communities Committee: Report No. 19, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates—Volume of 

Additional Information  
1232 Education and Care Services National Amendment Regulations 2026 made by the Education Ministers under sections 

301 and 324 of the Education and Care Services National Law as applied by the States and Territories  
1233 Education and Care Services National Amendment Regulations 2026 made by the Education Ministers under sections 

301 and 324 of the Education and Care Services National Law as applied by the States and Territories, human rights 
certificate 

1234 State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee: Report No. 30, 58th Parliament—Criminal Code (Dangerous 
Driving) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2026  

1235 State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee: Report No. 31, 58th Parliament—Transport and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2026  

1236 State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee: Report No. 32, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates  
1237 State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee: Report No. 32, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates—

Volume of Additional Information  
1238 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 25, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates  
1239 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 25, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates—Volume of 

Additional Information  
1240 Health, Environment and Innovation Committee: Report No. 28, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates  
1241 Health, Environment and Innovation Committee: Report No. 28, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates—Volume 

of Additional Information  
1242 Queensland Police Service: Annual Report for Assumed Identity Authorisation and Use—2025-2026  
1243 Local Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee: Report No. 11, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget 

Estimates  
1244 Local Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee: Report No. 11, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget 

Estimates—Volume of Additional Information  
1245 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 40, 58th Parliament—2026-26 Budget Estimates  
1246 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 40, 58th Parliament—2026-27 Budget Estimates—

Volume of Additional Information  
1247 Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 41, 58th Parliament—Youth Justice (Circuit Breaker) 

Amendment Bill 2026  
17 August 2026— 
1248 Health, Environment and Innovation Committee: Report No. 24, 58th Parliament—Waste Reduction and Recycling 

(Strengthening the Container Refund Scheme) Amendment Bill 2026, government response  
18 August 2026— 
1249 Governance, Energy and Finance Committee: Report No. 29, 58th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 

25 March 2026 and 21 April 2026  
1250 Primary Industries and Resources Committee: Report No. 26, 58th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 

22 April 2026 and 12 May 2026  
20 August 2026— 
1251 Queensland Human Rights Commission—Annual Report on the operation of Queensland’s Human Rights Act 2019, 

2024-25  
24 August 2026— 
1252 Overseas Travel Report: Report on a visit to Western Australia by the Speaker, Hon. Pat Weir, to attend the 55th 

Presiding Officers and Clerks Conference, July 2026  
1253 Child Protection Offender Registry: Device Inspection Powers—Annual Report 2025-2026  
TABLING OF DOCUMENTS (SO 32)  
STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 
The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk— 
Work Health and Safety Act 2011:  
1254 Work Health and Safety (Codes of Practice) (Concrete Pumping) Amendment Notice 2026, No. 77  
1255 Work Health and Safety (Codes of Practice) (Concrete Pumping) Amendment Notice 2026, No. 77, explanatory notes 
1256 Work Health and Safety (Codes of Practice) (Concrete Pumping) Amendment Notice 2026, No. 77, human rights 

certificate 
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Resources Safety and Health Queensland and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2026:  
1257 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 78  
1258 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 78, explanatory notes 
1259 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 78, human rights certificate 
Ambulance Service Act 1991:  
1260 Ambulance Service Regulation 2026, No. 79  
1261 Ambulance Service Regulation 2026, No. 79, explanatory notes 
1262 Ambulance Service Regulation 2026, No. 79, human rights certificate 
Disability Services Act 2006:  
1263 Disability Services (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 80  
1264 Disability Services (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 80, explanatory notes 
1265 Disability Services (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 80, human rights certificate 
Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995, Industrial Relations Act 2016, Integrity Act 2009, Planning Act 2016, 

Superannuation (State Public Sector) Act 1990, Transport Infrastructure Act 1994, Transport Planning and Coordination 
Act 1994:  

1266 Sunshine Coast Waterways Authority (Consequential Amendments) Regulation 2026, No. 81  
1267 Sunshine Coast Waterways Authority (Consequential Amendments) Regulation 2026, No. 81, explanatory notes  
1268 Sunshine Coast Waterways Authority (Consequential Amendments) Regulation 2026, No. 81, human rights certificate 
Sunshine Coast Waterways Authority Act 2026:  
1269 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 82  
1270 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 82, explanatory notes 
1271 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 82, human rights certificate 
Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994, Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995:  
1272 Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Standards and Safety) (Exempt Areas) and Other Legislation 

Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 83  
1273 Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Standards and Safety) (Exempt Areas) and Other Legislation 

Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 83, explanatory notes 
1274 Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Standards and Safety) (Exempt Areas) and Other Legislation 

Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 83, human rights certificate 
Local Government (Empowering Councils) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2026:  
1275 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 84  
1276 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 84, explanatory notes 
Water Act 2000:  
1277 Water Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 86  
1278 Water Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 86, explanatory notes 
1279 Water Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 86, human rights certificate 
Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011:  
1280 Waste Reduction and Recycling (Variation of Waste Levy) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 87  
1281 Waste Reduction and Recycling (Variation of Waste Levy) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 87, explanatory notes 
1282 Waste Reduction and Recycling (Variation of Waste Levy) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 87, human rights certificate 
Child Safe Organisations Act 2024:  
1283 Child Safe Organisations (Sector Regulators and Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 88  
1284 Child Safe Organisations (Sector Regulators and Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 88, explanatory notes 
1285 Child Safe Organisations (Sector Regulators and Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 88, human rights 

certificate 
Planning Act 2016:  
1286 Planning (Prescribed Amounts) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 89  
1287 Planning (Prescribed Amounts) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 89, explanatory notes 
1288 Planning (Prescribed Amounts) Amendment Regulation 2026, No. 89, human rights certificate 
Civil Liability Act 2003:  
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS  

Crime, Bail Laws 
Hon. DF CRISAFULLI (Broadwater—LNP) (Premier and Minister for Veterans) (9.52 am): This 

government is delivering on our commitment to make Queenslanders safer and put victims first. 
Queenslanders deserve to feel safe in their homes and safe in their communities. We are strengthening 
our youth crime laws just as we promised, with Adult Crime, Adult Time now expanded to a total of 47 
offences. Over the last two years, police data show victim numbers have come down 9.6 per cent. After 
a decade of weak crime laws under Labor, there is a long way to go. That is why our government has 
promised to deliver the next phase of Adult Crime, Adult Time by strengthening our bail laws.  

Queenslanders deserve to know that when a serious repeat offender is given bail there are 
consequences if they choose to offend again. If you breach bail, you should go to jail. For a decade the 
former Labor government weakened the laws and Queenslanders paid the price. We are doing 
everything we can to change that. Our first act in government was to make Adult Crime, Adult Time 
law, and we have continued to strengthen those laws. We have put more police on the front line. We 
are investing in early intervention and rehabilitation. Now we are taking the next step: Breach Bail, Go 
to Jail.  
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This conversation around Breach Bail, Go to Jail was raised with me in October 2025 by a 
passionate community member in regional Queensland. That community member was Wayde Chiesa, 
who now joins us in this House as the member for Hinchinbrook. I recall the now member for Capalaba 
raising minimum mandatories before he even entered this place. I have spoken to Queenslanders at 
weekend markets and on back patios. I have had discussions with our MPs—all of whom have been 
fighting hard for this. Last weekend I was at the pub with one of the bravest victims I have ever met. 
From all of them their message is clear: if you breach bail, you should go to jail. We promised it would 
be law this year, and our new bail reforms will be introduced to parliament this week. They will be the 
most significant bail reforms this state has ever seen. They will be the strongest bail reforms in the 
nation.  

These laws are not about the unlucky first-time offender. They are about the serious repeat 
offender who has already been before a court, who has been granted bail, who knows their conditions 
and who makes the choice to go out and commit another serious offence. There must be accountability 
for that choice. We will create a new offence: offenders who commit serious crimes while on bail will be 
charged under that new offence. The new offence will carry a minimum mandatory period of 12 months 
in jail. Today I can announce that these laws will also be extended to adult offenders. All forms of crime 
and violence weigh heavily on Queenslanders’ minds. Our focus is fewer victims of crime regardless of 
the age of their offender.  

I reflect on how the community of Brookfield has come together in the wake of a terrible sexual 
assault. Women deserve to go for a run without being scared, without looking over their shoulder, 
without second-guessing everyone who comes past. They deserve a government that will not just call 
it out but will back tougher laws to stamp it out. The images of the march are a powerful reminder that 
we will not sit in silence and that Queensland women expect and deserve more. I thank the state 
member for Moggill, Dr Rowan, for marching with his community. I thank all Queenslanders for having 
their voices heard on this horrendous crime.  

Crime, Bail Laws 
Hon. DK FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and 

Minister for Integrity) (9.56 am): The Crisafulli government will continue to take the necessary steps to 
keep Queenslanders safe after Labor’s soft-on-crime decade of decline. Too many Queenslanders 
have paid the price for the former government’s watering down of youth justice laws. We have met 
these victims. We have listened as they have expressed their grief, pain and loss. We have heard their 
boiling anger over repeat offenders responsible for the majority of crime—many of whom commit 
serious crimes while on bail. This cannot continue. Bail is a privilege, not a right.  

Queenslanders are telling us this: if you pass up that privilege with wanton reoffending, there has 
to be accountability. That is not what we saw under Labor’s making detention a last resort and removing 
breach of bail as an offence for youth criminals. What we got was a 198 per cent increase in assaults 
and immeasurable fear in our homes, streets and communities. What that bred was a generation of 
hardcore repeat offenders. Some of these serious repeat offenders created under Labor’s weak youth 
crime and bail laws are now adults. That is why we are also extending Breach Bail, Go to Jail to adult 
offenders.  

The Crisafulli government is now delivering the accountability Queenslanders have called for 
with the strongest bail laws in the country. We are standing by victims with clear and actionable 
consequences for offenders who breach bail by committing a serious crime while on bail. They will be 
sent to jail for a minimum mandatory period of 12 months. By revoking their freedom, ironically it is a 
question of rights—the rights of victims, the rights of all who call this state home, to go about their lives 
without fear of, or threat from, serial law-breakers who would do Queenslanders and their families harm.  

Under Australia’s strongest bail regime, the Crisafulli government’s Breach Bail, Go to Jail laws 
will deliver just retribution and a pragmatic deterrent. This is the next step in returning safety and 
confidence to communities, just as we said would happen and just as Queenslanders elected us to do.  

Crime, Bail Laws  
Hon. LJ GERBER (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister 

for Corrective Services) (9.59 am): We promised we would deliver strong laws to restore safety to 
Queensland communities after a decade of the former Labor government’s weak laws, and that is 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_095639
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_095935
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_095639
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_095935


25 Aug 2026 Ministerial Statements 2375 

 

  
 

exactly what we are doing. Queenslanders have been calling for reform to Labor’s broken bail laws, 
particularly in our regional communities. They are fed up with youth offenders on bail committing serious 
crimes. The Crisafulli government is listening, we have consulted with Queenslanders and we are 
acting.  

Over the weekend the Crisafulli government released new data which paints a clear picture of 
the scale of the challenge left to us by the previous Labor government with their broken bail laws. A 
total of 65 per cent of serious repeat offenders out on bail go on to commit another Adult Crime, Adult 
Time offence. That is Labor’s legacy and Queenslanders are fed up with seeing the same repeat 
offenders given the privilege of bail only to go on to commit another serious offence, leaving more 
victims in their wake. That is exactly why we are expanding on the success of our Adult Crime, Adult 
Time laws with Breach Bail, Go to Jail. These strong laws will mean a new offence for youth criminals 
who breach their bail. The new offence will apply to Adult Crime, Adult Time crimes committed while on 
bail and they will face a minimum mandatory period of 12 months behind bars for their crimes.  

Bail is a privilege; it is not a right. If these repeat offenders are breaching it, they should go to jail 
under the next phase of Adult Crime, Adult Time. We know that our Adult Crime, Adult Time laws are 
starting to work because police data shows that victim numbers have fallen 9.6 per cent, robberies are 
down 17.2 per cent, break-ins are down 19.5 per cent, stolen cars are down five per cent and—guess 
what?—serious repeat offenders across the state are down 29 per cent in the last two years under our 
Adult Crime, Adult Time laws. That is why we are doing the next phase of Adult Crime, Adult Time by 
reforming Labor’s broken bail laws.  

Alongside our strong laws, we are also delivering more early intervention and rehabilitation than 
ever before to help turn young lives away from crime. On top of that, we are investing in capacity after 
we were left chronic failures by Labor. We have already increased capacity by 25 per cent with the 
opening of the Wacol Youth Remand Centre, we have Circuit Breaker Sentencing coming online and 
we are building a new youth detention centre. We know there is more work to do, because we inherited 
an overcrowded system from Labor, but that is not going to stop us delivering the strong laws that 
Queenslanders are calling for. Under this Crisafulli government, if you breach bail you will go to jail for 
a minimum mandatory period of 12 months, because victims of crime must always come first. Our new 
bail laws will be the strongest in the country—the largest reform to Labor’s broken bail laws in 
Queensland’s history. Queenslanders have been calling for it and the Crisafulli government will deliver 
it.  

Crime, Bail Laws  
Hon. DG PURDIE (Ninderry—LNP) (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) (10.02 am): 

The Crisafulli government is continuing to deliver the fresh start Queenslanders voted for with more 
police, stronger laws and fewer victims. Our landmark Adult Crime, Adult Time legislation is having an 
impact: victim numbers are down 9.6 per cent and we have a record number of police on the front line. 
However, we know the job is not done. The Crisafulli government is not taking its foot off the pedal 
when it comes to fixing Labor’s youth crime crisis, which is why we are expanding our landmark Adult 
Crime, Adult Time laws to include Breach Bail, Go to Jail reforms. It is not just victims, communities and 
our MPs who are calling for it; it is what police have been calling for.  

We have consulted extensively with frontline officers from across the state who all share the 
same frustration. Labor’s weak laws led to a revolving door of youth criminals: arrested in the morning 
and released to offend again in the afternoon. They call it ‘catch and release’. That ends with Breach 
Bail, Go to Jail. We have been clear from day one that reversing Labor’s youth crime crisis requires 
more police, stronger laws and Gold Standard Early Intervention. That is why I am proud to back QPS 
initiatives like Project Booyah. Project Booyah is an early intervention program delivered in partnership 
with the PCYC that targets disengaged at-risk youth. The outcomes of Project Booyah speak for 
themselves. Since 2019, 961 youth have graduated and 797 young people have re-engaged with 
education. For every dollar invested in Booyah, more is saved in lifetime community and tangible costs 
associated with offending.  

The Crisafulli government is committed to ensuring the continuation and delivery of this program 
in the most effective way. That is why I am pleased to announce today that the QPS is progressing with 
a plan to strengthen the management and delivery of Project Booyah through PCYC. This is a result of 
feedback from both QPS and PCYC around the complex challenges presented by the current dual 
workforce model and the impact this has on the program’s sustainability. Importantly, it also aligns with 
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recommendation 32 of the QPS 100-day review and this government’s commitment to ensuring QPS 
resources are prioritised to the front line. The QPS will retain ownership of the program, with services 
delivered by PCYC with clear objectives and performance measures. It will ensure the significant 
individual and community benefits provided by Project Booyah are delivered in the most effective way 
possible while allowing police to maintain their mentoring and partnership role within the program. It will 
also mean some policing positions will be able to be returned to the front line, because this government 
knows that with more police and stronger laws there will be fewer victims.  

Housing Supply  
Hon. JP BLEIJIE (Kawana—LNP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations) (10.05 am): The Crisafulli government 
promised Queenslanders that we would deliver a place to call home to end Labor’s housing crisis we 
inherited after a decade of decline. Our award-winning and nation-leading $2 billion Residential 
Activation Fund is unlocking brand new housing right across the state and, proudly, at least 50 per cent 
of that is to be spent outside of South-East Queensland. I am pleased to advise the House that the 
Residential Activation Fund, in both rounds 1 and 2, has unlocked over 159,000 homes across 
Queensland in less than 18 months compared to Labor’s Housing Investment Fund, which unlocked 
zero homes when they were in government. Their investment, which was the equivalent of the 
Residential Activation Fund, unlocked zero homes; ours in a year and a half has unlocked 159,000 
homes. I hear this everywhere I go across the state. I was with ‘Tractor’ recently, the mayor, and he 
could not hold back his excitement at us unlocking upwards of 24 blocks of land in Thargomindah for a 
place to call home in his regional community. How exciting for them!  

It gets better. In Residential Activation Fund round 2—this is where I have been in the last few 
weeks—there is $95 million across four projects in North Queensland, unlocking 4,900 new homes, 
bringing the total investment in the Townsville area to $159.7 million across both rounds of RAF 
projects; close to $100 million across five projects on the Fraser Coast, unlocking 14,000 new homes, 
the biggest investment by a state government in the council in its entire history; $66 million in Gympie 
for phase 2 of the water treatment plant upgrade, and total RAF funding in Gympie now unlocks 5,300 
new homes; $155 million in Toowoomba and the Lockyer Valley region, unlocking nearly 20,000 new 
homes; $50.9 million for the Sunshine Coast, unlocking 3,700 new homes; and $52 million in 
Bundaberg, fast-tracking 4,700 new homes. Members would be forgiven for thinking it is Christmas and 
we are handing out all the presents. If this is what we are doing after Easter, imagine what is line for 
Christmas this year for Queenslanders! Then there is $146 million for more than 18,900 homes on the 
Gold Coast. No matter where you are across the state, we are delivering.  

This comes as recent ABS data revealed there are 50,000 homes under construction in 
Queensland for the first time on record. Members should not just take my word for it; take the word of 
a Labor luminary like George Seymour, Labor mayor of the Fraser Coast. Are colleagues opposite 
ready for this? He said— 
This is the largest funding announcement in the history of the Fraser Coast Regional Council. I want to thank the state government 
for what they are doing for our community. This is very, very welcome from the council.  

Those are the words of George Seymour, the Labor Mayor of the Fraser Coast. It is being endorsed by 
mayors everywhere. 

I was in Mount Isa recently not only for the wonderful rodeo that the Crisafulli government 
incidentally saved but also to cut the ribbon on the $5 million Gliderport Road RAF project which 
commenced in March and is now completed. The Mayor of Mount Isa, the wonderful Peta MacRae, 
said to the media that she went out to community consultation for what to name this new road. She said 
that the No. 1 name that came back from ratepayers was ‘Rate Rise Road’. However, she said that that 
would be a mistruth because the ratepayers did not put a dollar into this road; the Crisafulli government 
invested $5 million, so they have gone back and kept the name Gliderport Road, which is what it was 
originally called. It was a dirt road and it is now a sealed road. While I was there we launched— 

Mr O’Connor interjected. 
Mr BLEIJIE: There are going to be lots of ‘Bleijie ways’; I take the interjection from the 

honourable member—Bleijie houses, Bleijie roads, Bleijie infrastructure everywhere across this state. 
However, this is not about me; this is about Queenslanders and the Crisafulli government. I was in 
Mount Isa for the rodeo and I also announced a $4.7 million contribution to the Miners Memorial—a 
very important thing—which the community tried for 20 years to get the Labor Party to support. I was 
surrounded by AWU delegates from the mine congratulating the Crisafulli government for doing what 
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the Labor Party rejected and did not do, and then a few days later who flew into town? The member for 
Woodridge, looking very lonely I might say, stood on the very spot that the minister for resources and I 
announced the $4.7 million Miners Memorial and talked about how the Labor Party is supporting Mount 
Isa. Only days earlier I stood on that very piece of grass and announced $4.7 million in conjunction with 
the mining company and the council to deliver for Mount Isa what Labor failed to do for years. 

Social and Affordable Housing 
Hon. ST O’CONNOR (Bonney—LNP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for 

Youth) (10.11 am): For a decade the former Labor government drove our state deeper and deeper into 
a housing crisis that too many Queenslanders are still feeling the impacts of today. Too few homes 
were built. Social housing only grew by an annual average of 509 homes. Almost 2,000 existing public 
housing properties were sold. Basic eligibility checks were paused for over five years, meaning that 
hundreds of high-income households and property owners were living in social homes. It led to our 
housing waitlist growing by around 80 per cent and Queenslanders left wondering whether they would 
ever have a place to call home. Under our LNP government we are starting to turn that around. Because 
of our record investment into building more social and community homes, we have seen the Social 
Housing Register reduce by around 23 per cent from its peak, and that is month-on-month reductions 
of the number of vulnerable Queenslanders on the register since last October. There are still far too 
many Queenslanders who need housing help, but the register is now almost 7,000 households lower 
than it peaked at. This consistent turnaround is a result of our efforts to build more homes and to 
properly manage the social homes we already have. 

Those opposite had their chance. They had 10 years to address this crisis, but instead their every 
action time and time again fuelled the housing crisis. However, now they are trying to convince 
Queenslanders that housing has only become an issue since they left office, running misleading scare 
campaigns across our state. Here are the facts: there are more homes under construction across 
Queensland right now than at any point in our state’s history. That is 50,000 homes underway—a more 
than 25 per cent increase in just the last 12 months alone, and it is all types of housing supply that we 
are increasing, not through failed mandates, not by going to war with councils across Queensland but 
through partnerships and record investments. As at 31 July, 10,868 social and community homes have 
now been delivered or are underway towards our target of 53,500. That is 20 per cent of our 20-year 
target delivered or underway—4,505 homes delivered, another 4,617 under construction right now and 
1,746 contracted to be delivered, with more to come thanks to our record $5.725 billion capital program 
over the next four years alone. We are proud to say that over 77 per cent of these social and community 
homes are being delivered in partnership with churches and charities with the community housing 
sector. 

Labor will keep running its scare campaigns. It will keep telling Queenslanders funding has been 
cut when it has not just increased beyond the amounts it allocated; it is being spent better. It will keep 
falsely claiming homes are being taken away while thousands more homes are actually being built. It 
will keep talking about a housing crisis that it created and had a decade to do something about. Our 
LNP government has made good progress, but there is a lot more to do. After a decade of decline, we 
are getting on with the job of delivering a place to call home for more Queenslanders. 

GST Distribution 
Hon. DC JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for 

Home Ownership) (10.15 am): For many years Queensland has been ripped off by Canberra on its fair 
share of the GST. Last year Queensland was stripped of more than $2.1 billion in GST revenue—the 
biggest GST redistribution away from any state in the history of the GST—and, in the GST washing 
machine, that funding was redirected to the coffers of New South Wales and Victoria to cover their own 
failure to grow their resources industries. We have been calling on the Prime Minister and federal 
Treasurer, Queenslander Jim Chalmers, to fix Australia’s broken GST distribution system, and the 
federal Productivity Commission’s interim report this month proves what Queensland has now been 
saying for years. The Productivity Commission’s frank diagnosis shows that under the current GST 
contribution model Queensland is being short-changed. The current methodology penalises states like 
Queensland for developing resources interests in the national interest while rewarding states that do 
not. 

The methodology does not appropriately recognise Queensland’s decentralised population. The 
GST pie is growing, but our share of it is getting smaller. After a decade of fiscal vandalism from those 
opposite, putting Queensland on the road to a credit rating downgrade, the state cannot afford to miss 
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out on an equitable GST share—funding that pays for more health services, community safety and 
classrooms that Queenslanders deserve. Jim Chalmers must listen to the advice of the Productivity 
Commission and adopt a discount to the assessment of mining revenues. He set the terms of reference 
and he can deliver fairness for Queensland. He must stop the system penalising states that develop 
resources in the national interest. We are not asking for a special deal; we are asking for a fair deal. 
Western Australia is recognised for its resources sector. Queensland is penalised. We need a 
consistent approach that encourages national prosperity for the national good. 

Since the record redistribution of GST away from Queensland, we have heard nothing from those 
opposite about the rip-off—nothing. There has been nothing from the member for Waterford and nothing 
from the member for Woodridge. There has been no visit to their neighbour Jim Chalmers and no 
picking up the phone like they used to say to us. There has been none of that to advocate for a fair 
outcome for Queenslanders, and there is nothing from Labor federal MPs in this state now either. They 
must pick up the phone and advocate for Queensland, because the current system is failing our state. 
They must tell Jim Chalmers that it is failing and they must stand up. It creates perverse outcomes, it is 
a handbrake on economic development and it threatens the fiscal integrity of our Federation. The Prime 
Minister and the federal Treasurer, Queenslander Jim Chalmers, now have a clear choice: they can 
continue to defend a broken system or finally back Queensland and the national interest.  

Fuel Security  
Hon. DR LAST (Burdekin—LNP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Minister for 

Manufacturing and Minister for Regional and Rural Development) (10.19 am): For most of us in this 
place, the start of the year feels like a distant memory. Unprecedented global conflicts have revealed 
the fragility of the veins of our economy. Our supply chains are long, with Australia and Queensland at 
the very end of them. We saw the price of fuel skyrocket. Farmers, miners, commuters and truck drivers 
felt the brunt of it. No matter your position, everyone felt the impact, but the Crisafulli government was 
steadfast in our focus. To this day, that focus remains. With the price of fuel again on the up, we are 
reminded of our vulnerability. That is why we are developing short-, medium- and long-term solutions 
to shore up supply and to increase our capacity to drill, refine and store fuel where Queenslanders need 
it most—here at home. We are the only state that is seriously working towards restoring energy 
sovereignty. We know that Queensland can deliver. We have the infrastructure, the resources and the 
expertise to get it done.  

Just yesterday, the Premier and I met with Shell’s global president of integrated gas, Cederic 
Cremers. Cederic had just arrived in Brisbane after flying from their global headquarters at The Hague 
to see firsthand the work that Shell is doing right here in the Taroom Trough, because this basin we 
have in our backyard is gaining genuine global attention—and rightfully so. Earlier in the year, the 
Premier and I visited one of Shell’s production-testing facilities where an appraisal well was extracting 
gas and condensate out of the ground. Condensate is refined at Eromanga, where they produce 
on-road diesel, a low-particulate diesel used in underground mining, and chemical solvents. We saw it 
in action. During his trip to the Taroom Trough, Cederic visited Shell’s operations, where they are 
undertaking the largest 3D seismic survey in Queensland’s history and continuing to map the geology 
of the Taroom Trough, because Shell is committed to the Taroom Trough and its prospectivity. Cederic 
reflected to us yesterday that the support of the Crisafulli government is a major signal of investment 
certainty for Shell. Our vocal and unwavering support for the development of the Taroom Trough is 
making the investment decision for companies straightforward. No longer are these companies 
considering the potential risk of state government intervention when they weigh up further investment, 
because Queensland finally has a government that backs a Queensland-made fuel industry.  

Not only is Shell making strides towards proving up resources; Omega Oil and Gas yesterday 
released their latest drilling results to the ASX100, and it is good news. Their latest well reached a total 
depth of 3,796 metres, with surface logging and wireline logs data confirming the presence of six 
regionally correlatable oil- and gas-bearing reservoirs. In other words, they found oil and they found 
plenty of it. Oil fluorescence was observed in drill-cutting samples across all six reservoirs, providing 
visual evidence of hydrocarbons. They are not stopping there, with the rig moving to the next well. With 
results exceeding expectations and providing strong evidence for a large-scale internationally 
significant oil and gas province in the eastern Taroom Trough, the signs for Queensland’s future fuel 
certainty are promising.  

Contrast our approach with that of those opposite. They focused on mythical green hydrogen 
projects, doling out billions of dollars in taxpayer-funded subsidies, and for what? We know that those 
opposite do not support Queensland’s oil and gas industry; they are ideologically opposed to it. The 
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Crisafulli government is not shying away from backing our traditional critical industries. We are finally 
seeing what can happen when industry has the support of government. They get on with the job and 
they deliver, because we just make it happen. We have the resources, the infrastructure, the skilled 
workforce and the expertise. We are making it happen.  

Local Government  
Hon. A LEAHY (Warrego—LNP) (Minister for Local Government and Water and Minister for Fire, 

Disaster Recovery and Volunteers) (10.23 am): I have mentioned our hardworking local government 
sector many times in this place. They have never worked harder than right now. Every one of our 77 
local government areas and our one town authority has an active disaster recovery program, for the 
first time in our state’s history. Recovery works and programs are hitting every corner of Queensland, 
with projects like the Cloncurry Airport repairs. Under the current DRFA program, repair works were 
completed within a month of the disaster. Under the new Albanese Labor government’s proposal, those 
repairs would take many months to begin, even if it was approved—which is uncertain. Delays to critical 
airport repairs would have meant that RFDS emergency medical services stopped and FIFO staff would 
not be able to get in and out from their workplaces. Despite the success of the DRFA current system, 
the Albanese federal Labor government are continuing with their disaster funding cuts—funding cuts 
which will break Queensland communities and bankrupt Queensland councils. Under these proposed 
changes Queensland would have lost $713 million during our 2025-26 season, climbing to more than 
$1.5 billion over the past three years.  

The Prime Minister claims that he is listening, but his own Minister for Emergency Management 
refused to meet with Queensland mayors in Melbourne. Those mayors travelled thousands of 
kilometres to wait for hours outside the National Emergency Management Ministers’ Meeting but had 
no luck—not even five minutes for a hello. This is symbolic of the tin ear this federal Labor government 
has had with regard to these changes. These cuts are based on a report that the federal government 
sat on for two years. These savage cuts were announced at 5 pm on a Friday via media release. 
Queensland councils were told that they were being a bit dramatic for trying to explain how devastating 
these cuts would be to their communities, but we will keep fighting on behalf of the stakeholders. I want 
to thank those who sent in submissions. I encourage members opposite to use their forthcoming ALP 
conference to tell the Prime Minister to dump this dud deal.  

Avian Influenza  
Hon. AJ PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (Minister for Primary Industries) (10.25 am): Today I confirm 

that Queensland has recorded its second event of H5 bird flu in a single migratory seabird. Testing 
undertaken at the Queensland government’s Biosecurity Sciences Laboratory returned a positive result 
last night from samples collected from a single deceased shearwater found on Castaways Beach on 
the Sunshine Coast. Samples have been sent to CSIRO’s Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness 
for confirmatory testing, in line with national protocols. We expect those results in the coming days.  

The second detection of H5 bird flu in a migratory seabird in Queensland is not unexpected. It 
shows that our H5 bird flu surveillance systems are working. We have had over 3,000 calls to our hotline 
about bird flu, and I thank Queenslanders for playing their part in this response. There have been no 
detections in poultry anywhere in Australia and there is no impact on the safety of chicken meat or 
eggs. The Queensland government is well prepared to respond to the latest event and the Department 
of Primary Industries is leading an incident management team with DETSI, Queensland Health and 
poultry industry representatives. The opposition has also been briefed on our preparedness.  

Unfortunately, H5 bird flu is not able to be eradicated in wild birds and is expected to remain an 
ongoing wildlife disease that will require continued monitoring and management. Australia now has 
confirmed detections of H5 avian bird flu in wildlife across most states. South Australia has had mass 
mortality events in wild birds and, for the first time in Australia, there has been a confirmed detection in 
a marine mammal this week.  

Biosecurity Queensland has been working tirelessly over the last two years with local 
government, the poultry industry, the Australian government and other jurisdictions to ensure we are 
ready to respond. Protecting Queensland’s poultry industry, our environment and our community 
remains our priority. I urge the community to continue to report sick or dead wild birds or marine 
mammals. Queensland Health advises that the current risk of H5 bird flu to people in Queensland is 
low. If you see sick or dead wild birds or marine mammals, avoid contact, record what you see and 
report immediately to the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.  
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Mr SPEAKER: Question time will conclude today at 11.28 am. 

Domestic and Family Violence 
Mr MILES (10.28 am): My question is to the Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of 

Domestic and Family Violence. This week marks one year since the death of Carra Luke, allegedly at 
the hands of her partner. Can the minister advise how many Queensland women and children have 
died as a result of domestic and family violence in the last 12 months?  

Ms CAMM: I thank the member for the question and also say how tragic it was, having met, 
alongside the Premier, with Carra Luke’s daughter and the couple who are now caring for her, to attend 
a domestic violence candlelight vigil—I have attended far too many of those, as many in this House 
have—after the alleged murder of a victim of domestic and family violence.  

Mr SPEAKER: I caution both the minister and questioners to be aware of anything under 
investigation and sub judice matters.  

Ms CAMM: Thank you, Mr Speaker, hence my correction around alleged. Thank you for your 
guidance. We have seen far too many women lose their lives—and children and, in fact, men lose their 
lives—to domestic and family violence, not just in Queensland but right across the nation. We have 
also seen the scourge of sexual violence increase as well. There is a lot more to do. There is a lot more 
to do by all members of this House and there is a lot more to do by other levels of government as well. 
I know the Premier is heading to National Cabinet tomorrow. There are two items on the National 
Cabinet agenda that I have been briefed on as part of my role, along with Minister Simpson, with regard 
to women’s safety and security and the way in which we can better reform systems.  

It is also why I have fought very hard on behalf of advocates—we have heard the cries of 
victim-survivors, and particularly female victim-survivors, of domestic and family violence—and why I 
am very pleased to see our government take real action with regard to bail reform. It is critical that we 
remember victims of crime as also victims of domestic, family and sexual violence in this state and in 
particular the role we have played in rolling out significant reforms around police protection directives, 
electronic monitoring pilots—and there will be further updates to the House on how we seek to expand 
that—and how we have also invested in frontline services: 45 per cent more than those opposite did 
when they left government. We have made a 45 per cent increase in domestic and family violence 
prevention because of the insidious nature of domestic and family violence. It touches so many families 
not just in this state but nationally. It is why I will continue to work alongside all cabinet ministers 
responsible for victims issues to go as hard as we can and be tough on crime and domestic and family 
violence. 

(Time expired) 

Domestic and Family Violence Prevention, Funding 
Mr MILES: My question is to the Premier. Given women and children continue to die as a result 

of domestic and family violence, can the Premier advise why $40 million less domestic and family 
violence funding was provided by his government in this year’s budget? 

Mr CRISAFULLI: I want to thank the member for the question. What the member needs to reflect 
on, and what he will not and what he did not during the estimates process, is both years funding under 
this government has been a record amount never before seen in the history of this state. I can say that 
in this place because it is factual. The member would not repeat what he was saying in the media during 
the estimates committee process because he knows that he would have been in breach of 
parliamentary standards.  

I make this point: we must collectively do better. I think the minister’s comments today are spot 
on: to see it across the nation and to hear stories time and time again and reflect on why we have to 
have those record amounts of funding. I have to say to the member that when I see an increase in 
funding of 45 per cent from that of the government that the member was a senior part of, one must ask 
why, when those opposite had a chance to have the level of funding that we have put in place over the 
last two years, did those opposite not do it? I can say that in here because it is factual. The budget 
papers show it: a 45 per cent increase. 
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We still must do more. We must think about ways we can strengthen the law to hold those 
accountable and ways we can invest in the front line. I see those groups that are doing a power of work 
and making a difference, but we must do more. We had a hotline where less than one in two calls were 
being picked up. Those opposite did not lift a finger when the phone was not being lifted to help women 
in trouble. That is not the case anymore. It is now over 80 per cent for the first time because of an 
investment in DVConnect. Why? It is because it matters. That might be the only time a woman picks 
up the phone. If you do not get it right that woman may never pick up the phone again. Less than one 
in two were being picked up and you did not say a thing. Funding was under $250 million every year 
for 10 years and you did not do a thing.  

CHAIR: Through the chair, Premier.  
Mr CRISAFULLI: I say to every person impacted by domestic and family violence, every woman 

who has bravely called it out, every service provider who is there at the front line: thank you for your 
bravery, thank you for your lifetime of service. We acknowledge the record funding over the last two 
years, but we acknowledge that more needs to be done. We acknowledge improvements in some 
services, but more needs to be done. We acknowledge the fact that together all of us must stand and 
do better and tell the truth about funding history.  

Crime, Bail Laws  
Mr FIELD: My question is to the Premier and Minister for Veterans. In 2021 my family was 

changed forever when a youth out on bail took the lives of my son Matt, his partner, Kate, and my 
unborn grandson, Miles. What is the government doing to reform bail and put victims ahead of 
offenders? 

Mr CRISAFULLI: The answer to the honourable member’s question is we are doing a lot and in 
many cases it has been inspired by people like you and your family, the people sitting around you and 
Queenslanders who have told their stories. I say to every member of this House that this week is an 
historic week because it is the week we say to repeat offenders your time is up, the revolving door must 
end and tragedies like the one that struck the member’s family must not be in vain. If you breach bail 
you will go to jail and it will be for a year. It will apply to youth offenders and adult offenders. The reason 
is we have done the work, we have listened to the community and we are determined to roll out the 
strongest laws in the nation. It will be the biggest reform ever to bail in this state and it has to occur 
because of what occurred a decade ago and what never occurred to fix it afterwards.  

I make the point that tragedy after tragedy struck this state and all we heard were excuses about 
media beat-ups, cupboards being bare and an obsession with CCTV. People were losing loved ones. 
People were losing livelihoods. When we embarked on Adult Crime, Adult Time we said that we would 
do the reform and it would continue. Victim numbers from police show that it has had an impact, but 
more needs to be done. I say to those opposite: there will be a committee process. We will give 
Queenslanders an opportunity to have their say—not just the same Queenslanders who convinced 
those opposite to weaken it 10 years ago, not just those who try to make excuses for the broken door 
going round and round. I want everyday Queenslanders to stand up and tell their stories. That is what 
we want. I have heard the same excuses. Those opposite do not have the ticker to say it themselves 
so they roll out the same people who make the same excuses.  

Here is what I say: I would rather have more crooks in a cell and fewer in your lounge room. 
Those opposite cannot say the same because they have lined up with the same people who have made 
the same excuses and that is what has got us here. There will be a standalone offence. There will be 
a minimum mandatory period of one year in jail. It will apply to youth offenders and adults offenders 
because every victim matters. 

(Time expired)  

Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce, Recommendations  
Ms McMILLAN: My question is to the Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic 

and Family Violence. Can the minister advise how many of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce 
recommendations have not yet commenced?  

Ms CAMM: I thank the member for the question. I also thank the member for drawing attention 
to the important work of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce and for giving me the opportunity 
to update the House, as I did in estimates for the member and the committee, on the work that we have 
been undertaking on the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce recommendations. If the member has 



2382 Questions Without Notice 25 Aug 2026 

 

 

not met the CEO of the new domestic and family violence peak body, I am sure she would like to meet 
her and I encourage her to do so. That body was not going to be stood up under those opposite. The 
process was going to take years and years. It was going to be dragged out and I still do not really 
understand why.  

When we came to office we met with stakeholders who were calling for a peak body. We 
empowered the Queensland Domestic Violence Service Network, the specialised practitioner network 
in domestic and family violence. We funded them and they have stood up a peak body that can work 
with our government to deliver systems reform. It can work with our government to improve system 
responses to domestic and family violence. What we inherited from those opposite was a 24/7 crisis 
line, but only one in two calls were answered. That was disgusting and disgraceful. That is the record 
of those opposite on standing up services to support victim-survivors.  

I refer to other work that we have done in relation to the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce. 
In Cairns, I stood alongside the member for Barron River and the member for Mulgrave as we expanded 
the co-responder model. The funding was going to be cut under those opposite, even though they had 
not even evaluated whether it was a worthwhile project under the Women’s Safety and Justice 
Taskforce recommendations. We expanded that project.  

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I respectfully draw your attention to standing 
order 118 and the provisions around relevance. The question specifically asked for a number of not-
yet-commenced recommendations.  

Mr SPEAKER: The question was around the taskforce recommendations. There is still one 
minute left on the clock. At the moment the minister is talking to the recommendations. You heard the 
question, Minister.  

Ms CAMM: Those opposite may not like the update on the Women’s Safety and Justice 
Taskforce recommendations, particularly those recommendations that they failed to deliver on. We 
have picked up that work, we are expanding that work or we have brought that work forward because 
it is so critical to our government’s efforts to respond to domestic and family violence, with a record 
budget never before seen in this state.  

This is not just about getting value for the money we invest; it is about the outcomes that we want 
to see achieved. It is also about working with service providers. I was pleased to stand with our five 
largest providers in South-East Queensland to discuss service improvement and performance and how 
we are investing in them to respond to and design their system better. On our side of the House, we 
are committed to delivering upon the reforms that have been called for by victim advocates while those 
opposite continue to scaremonger.  

(Time expired)  

Community Safety  
Mr HUNT: My question is to the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Integrity. How has the Crisafulli LNP government continued to prioritise community safety and justice 
for victims, and is the Attorney-General aware of any policies that failed to keep Queenslanders safe 
during a decade of decline?  

Mrs FRECKLINGTON: What an important question posed to me by a member of this House who 
actually understands what is happening on the ground. He is a former police officer and detective who 
understands not only what the police on the ground want but also what victims of crime expect from a 
government. I want to give a bit of a history lesson to those who may not have been in this chamber in 
2015. I have the press releases and the introductory notes from when Labor decided that it was a good 
idea to remove breach of bail as a separate criminal offence from the Youth Justice Act, which is exactly 
why we are standing here today. This is important: when they introduced that in 2015—it came in in 
2016—they also reintroduced detention as a last resort. For the benefit of the kids in the chamber, that 
meant no consequences for actions. You could go out and steal cars or break into people’s houses and 
the soft-on-crime Labor government of the time decided that that was okay. However, victims of crime 
say that it is not okay.  

Former Labor governments prioritised one group of people. Who were those people? They were 
the offenders! In stark contrast, the Crisafulli government will continue to put the rights of victims first. 
Hardcore repeat juvenile offenders have grown up in the system. In 2015 and 2016, as a former lawyer 



25 Aug 2026 Questions Without Notice 2383 

 

  
 

I and many others on this side of the House said that that would happen. To any practitioner of the day 
who spent time in a Childrens Court, it was obvious that that was exactly what would happen—a 
generation of hardcore repeat offenders wreaking havoc on our communities.  

Queenslanders have said that enough is enough, and we are listening to Queenslanders. By the 
way, bail is a privilege, not a right. Bail is a privilege in this state and should be treated accordingly. It 
is a standalone offence for children and adults. If you breach bail, you will do a minimum mandatory 
sentence of 12 months in jail. That is the complete opposite of what the Labor government wanted to 
do. The Crisafulli government will do everything to keep Queenslanders safe.  

(Time expired)  

Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce, Recommendations  
Ms FENTIMAN: My question is to the Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic 

and Family Violence. Given the minister was unable to advise the House how many recommendations 
of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce had not yet commenced, could the minister advise the 
House how many have commenced?  

Dr ROWAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to point of order. In relation to the question as I heard it, there is 
an imputation related to the response of the minister to the previous question, which I submit to you 
might need consideration because it is an inaccurate characterisation of the response that has just 
been given.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Waterford, could you reask the question, please?  
Ms FENTIMAN: My question is to the Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic 

and Family Violence. Could the minister please advise the House how many recommendations of the 
Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce have commenced?  

Mr SPEAKER: I call the minister.  
Ms CAMM: I remind those who are new to the House of the Women’s Safety and Justice 

Taskforce recommendations, the enormous reports that those opposite sat on once the 
recommendations were made, the length of time it took them to appoint an independent implementation 
supervisor and the lack of time and budget they allocated to the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce 
recommendations. It is important to remind members of that. I was the shadow minister who stood 
before the media all the time to remind those opposite of the work they had not commenced or, for the 
benefit of the member who asked the question, how they struggled to appoint an implementation 
supervisor.  

Mrs Poole: You might need to remind them again.  
Ms CAMM: I take that interjection from the member for Mundingburra. I stood with her in North 

Queensland to announce a North Queensland domestic violence hub. It is the first place-based 24/7 
crisis response service of its kind in regional Queensland, delivered by the Crisafulli government.  

We take seriously domestic and family violence. Those opposite just want to take cheap shots. 
It is at the hands, if you like, frankly— 

Mrs Gerber: At the expense. 
Ms CAMM: Thank you, I will take that interjection—at the expense of victims. Why is that? What 

they are talking about is not encouraging victims to come forward. I find it ironic that the member for 
Waterford asks me this question. In estimates I was asked questions and when I was providing the 
update to the question that she has once again asked me in the House her response was— 
Mr Speaker, point of order: the minister has been answering this question for 10 minutes. Can we please move on? 

It is amazing that at 8.30 at night during an estimates hearing the member was not all that interested in 
getting an update, but now the member wants to hear an update on the work that our government— 

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order under standing order 118. The operative 
words in the question were ‘how many’ had commenced.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, the question was around the recommendations and the implementation 
of those recommendations.  

Ms CAMM: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We have many that we are working on and that are 
underway. To reflect on reports of sexual violence, how many did those opposite address when the 
member for Waterford was not only the former attorney-general but also the former health minister who 
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oversaw the biggest DNA rape kit debacle of any jurisdiction? That is the record of the actions—sorry, 
the lack thereof—of those opposite. On this side of the House we are calmly, methodically working 
through the recommendations while also fixing up the mess that Labor left victim-survivors in. 

(Time expired)  

Youth Justice  
Mr CHIESA: My question is of the Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister for 

Corrective Services. How is the Crisafulli LNP government continuing to reform the youth justice sector 
to ensure dangerous offenders are held to account, and is the minister aware of any policies that failed 
to ensure dangerous offenders faced consequences during a decade of decline?  

Mrs GERBER: I thank the member for Hinchinbrook for the question— 

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I refer you, Mr Speaker, to standing orders 
112 and 115 which specifically rule out questions that contain an argument or an imputation or 
inference. I submit to you that the question did that at its conclusion.  

Dr ROWAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order in relation to the point of order from the Manager 
of Opposition Business. As I heard the question, towards the end matters of contention were raised in 
relation to differing views. However, I certainly did not hear anything that should in any way offend the 
opposition. Mr Speaker, I say to you that the question is in order and there is certainly not any inference, 
imputation or anything else contained within the question as asked, and it does not specify a particular 
period either. 

Mr SPEAKER: This relates to a ruling I made in estimates in which I explained that the process 
in estimates is not what happens in the House because there is a vast array of witnesses and over 
many years there have been questions that cast views on government. I will allow the question.  

Mrs GERBER: The member asks how we are reforming the youth justice system. It is in part 
thanks to the member for Hinchinbrook that we are reforming Labor’s broken bail laws. The member 
for Hinchinbrook came into this House with a promise to deliver Breach Bail, Go to Jail legislation off 
the back of his community of North Queensland, alongside other LNP elected representatives, calling 
for change, calling for Labor’s broken bail laws to be reformed. He consulted with his community. He 
brought Breach Bail, Go to Jail laws into this House. This week the member for Hinchinbrook can go 
back into his community and stand proud saying he in part helped the government to deliver Breach 
Bail, Go to Jail laws. Our laws will reform Labor’s broken bail laws. They will create a new offence for 
youth offenders and adults who breach their bail with serious crimes and they will go to jail for a 
minimum mandatory period of 12 months. That is the change that Queenslanders have been calling 
for, for years. The member for Hinchinbrook can stand proud as part of a government that listens to 
Queenslanders and is delivering that change to Labor’s broken bail laws.  

What did we see under the previous Labor government? We saw victim numbers skyrocket 
193 per cent. We saw them close the Childrens Court to victims and their families, make detention a 
last resort and remove the offence of breach of bail. That is what Labor did when they came into 
government. It created a generation of hardcore repeat offenders. In fact, they removed breach of bail 
as an offence and when Queenslanders called for breach of bail to be an offence, guess what those 
opposite said? I will give a direct quote. In 2020, when the community called for change, the Leader of 
the Opposition, who was then the deputy premier, said to Queenslanders, ‘Youth justice bail laws have 
recently been reviewed and amended. The Palaszczuk government has no intention of implementing 
so-called breach of bail laws.’ In 2020 the member for Murrumba said they had no intention of 
implementing breach of bail laws. He was the deputy premier at the time. Queenslanders were calling 
for strong laws and he said they had no intention of implementing them.  

The Crisafulli government stands on the side of victims. We stand on the side of Queenslanders 
who want safety restored to their communities and in their homes, and we will deliver Breach Bail, Go 
to Jail laws just like the member for Hinchinbrook has been advocating for.  

Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce, Recommendations  
Mrs NIGHTINGALE: My question is to the Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of 

Domestic and Family Violence. Has recommendation 81 of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce 
report 1 been completed?  
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Ms CAMM: I thank the member for the question. As I have previously outlined, for the benefit of 
the House I am happy to expand on the work we are doing with regard to the Women’s Safety and 
Justice Taskforce. If only those opposite did as much work while they were in government to deliver 
upon the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce recommendations— 

Mr Crisafulli: Ironic. 

Ms CAMM: I take that interjection from the Premier—it is ironic. Not only are we delivering and 
working through the recommendations, we are also delivering more broadly a record investment into 
domestic and family violence. We are also delivering more broadly a focus on perpetrators and, as I 
look up in the gallery today, we are also delivering on programs to support young people because they 
are our future. If we want to prevent domestic and family violence, the best way is to invest in programs 
that are generational and that go to the heart of addressing domestic and family violence, the 
fundamental basis of which is respect and respectful relationships. I have no doubt that the young 
people in the gallery today are also committed to that.  

The recommendation that the member speaks to is with regard to a register of high-risk 
perpetrators.  

Ms Bates interjected.  

Ms CAMM: I will take that interjection from my good colleague the Minister for Finance—a 
recommendation that the member for Waterford supports on record but has rejected publicly in this 
House. While I do not have the transcript, I will be happy to table that in a future question time when 
asked about domestic and family violence.  

I want to call out Carolyn Robinson from Beyond DV who has called for a serious offender 
register. In other parts of the nation it is called Clare’s Law. I had the opportunity to sit with her and be 
interviewed for 60 Minutes months ago with regard to this policy. We have made a commitment that 
everything is on the table. We have made a commitment that we will work with our peak body, we will 
work with advocates and we will work with victim-survivors.  

Creating a register was also discussed at a national round table. According to the colleagues 
that I sit with around the table, the former minister rarely showed up. We discussed whether it should 
be a national or a state register, and it has just been determined that it should be a state-led register 
under the Commonwealth. We will continue— 

Mrs Nightingale interjected.  

Ms CAMM: I am not taking the member’s interjections because I do not know if she was genuine 
in her question. We on this side of the House are genuine. We genuinely want to hear from advocates 
and victim-survivors— 

Mrs NIGHTINGALE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take personal offence and ask that 
the member withdraw. Of course I was. 

Mr SPEAKER: The member has taken personal offence, Minister.  

Ms CAMM: Mr Speaker, I withdraw. 

Victims of Crime  
Mr BAILLIE: My question is to the Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister for 

Corrective Services. How has the Crisafulli LNP government ensured the rights of victims are placed 
ahead of the rights of offenders, and is the minister aware of any policies where the rights of offenders 
were placed above victims during a decade of decline?  

Mrs GERBER: The member for Townsville is part of a government that is putting the rights of 
victims ahead of the rights of offenders. In fact, I was with the member for Townsville in his electorate 
recently and we stood with a victim of crime who had had horrific crimes committed against her by a 
youth out on bail. They were given the privilege of bail but they went on to commit serious offences 
against the community, creating more victims.  

The member for Townsville can stand proud because he has been a proud advocate of Breach 
Bail, Go to Jail and because our government is delivering the strong laws the previous Labor 
government removed. The previous Labor government removed breach of bail as an offence. When 
Queensland communities called for that to be changed, the Leader of the Opposition said no.  
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Guess who also said no? Guess who is also on the record saying they could not disagree more 
with breach of bail being made an offence? When Queenslanders called for stronger consequences, 
the member for Waterford—the wannabe opposition leader—mocked the idea. When Queenslanders 
called for breach of bail to be an offence and for stronger bail laws in 2022, the member for Waterford 
said— 
It did not work.  

... 

That is their solution to youth crime—going back to a failed policy ...  

... 

The whole youth justice strategy of those opposite— 

referring to us— 
is to bring back this failed breach of bail. It is a joke.  

The member for Waterford thinks breach of bail as a standalone offence is a joke. She thinks 
making breach of bail an offence is a joke. That is not all she said. In 2022, when the community was 
calling for her government to implement strong laws, when the community was saying, ‘Make breach 
of bail an offence,’ the member for Waterford said— 
Breach of bail did nothing to reduce crime.  

The member for Waterford is on the record saying she does not support breach of bail as an 
offence. She does not support Queenslanders who are calling for strong laws, but the Crisafulli 
government stands on the side of Queenslanders. The member for Townsville stands on the side of his 
community and supports victims of crime.  

Breach of bail will be a standalone offence for youth offenders and adults. It will carry a mandatory 
minimum sentence of 12 months behind bars. It will mean that safety will finally start to return to 
Queensland communities. Under the previous Labor government, the number of victims of crime 
increased by 193 per cent. Under our strong Adult Crime, Adult Time laws and this next phase of Breach 
Bail, Go to Jail, we will continue to see the number of victims of crime fall and we will continue to stand 
on the side of victims, which those opposite failed to do.  

(Time expired)  

Domestic and Family Violence  
Ms BUSH: My question is to the Minister for Families, Seniors and Disability Services and 

Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence. The Guardian has 
reported that members of the domestic, family— 

Government members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I will have silence in the House. I will hear the question.  

Ms BUSH: The Guardian has reported that members of the domestic, family and sexual violence 
working group were asked to sign confidentiality agreements. Does the minister stand by her 
director-general’s statement during the estimates hearing that members were not asked to sign NDAs?  

Ms CAMM: I acknowledge and thank all of those who have contributed to the lived experience 
working group. I met those victim-survivors, who are from across Queensland. We had a broad 
representation, both culturally and geographically, of those with lived experience—those who had been 
through the system or those who had a loved one who was very close to them go through it. I met a 
woman who was dealing with her mother through the court system as well.  

Their contribution was very important. The majority of them had experienced the systems 
developed over 10 years by the former Labor government as well as the Commonwealth systems, the 
Family Court system, the social services systems et cetera. They are very important conversations, and 
I highlight that we need to be very respectful of those with lived experience who have gone through the 
systems and may have experienced systems abuse. We convened that group after we took it to the 
election as part of our commitment because we listened to victim-survivors. We were elected on the 
platform of putting victim-survivors first, listening to victim-survivors, putting forward the reforms we 
need to and holding perpetrators to account—something that did not occur under those opposite.  
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I also highlight how important it is that we hear from victim-survivors and advocates on an 
ongoing basis. Domestic and family violence is complex. It is ever changing. The experience of 
victim-survivors has changed over the generations. What my mother experienced has changed from 
what young women, women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, First Nations 
women, men and children, who subsequently become victims, experience. 

I acknowledge and thank the opposition for elevating not only my portfolio but also this issue 
more broadly. While our government is out there speaking— 

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance under standing order 118. The 
question was about confidentiality agreements, if the minister could address that issue.  

Mr SPEAKER: The point of order was on relevance. Minister, it was a specific question.  
Ms CAMM: I will get to that. We will continue to listen to victim-survivors and put their voices first, 

ahead of those of perpetrators. On the question that was asked of my director-general in the estimates 
hearing, I stand by her answer. Yes, victim-survivors were asked to sign privacy forms with regard to 
other victim-survivors, but they were not asked to sign NDAs.  

Police Service, Resources 
Ms JAMES: My question is to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. How has the 

Crisafulli LNP government continued to give police the laws they need to keep offenders off our streets, 
and is the minister aware of any approaches that failed to keep dangerous criminals off our streets 
during a decade of decline?  

Mr PURDIE: I acknowledge the grief that the member for Barron River’s community has been 
going through since the tragic death of Savannah Spence Paige. As the media has reported, someone 
is now before the court and there is public commentary about that, but I cannot go into it. I acknowledge 
the member’s fierce advocacy for her community. I think I was one of the first people she called at the 
time, if not the Premier or the youth justice minister.  

I also know that on the weekend she stood firmly at a crime rally calling for tougher laws than we 
had under those opposite. I hear from the members for Far North Queensland, Townsville and North 
Queensland. I understand the member for Cairns was absent on the weekend when the community, in 
their grief, were calling on the government for tougher laws. He talks a big game in Cairns, but he has 
been as quiet as a mouse not only in opposition but also as a minister in the former government. I think 
he might be on the record as saying that Labor’s youth crime crisis was a media beat-up. That is in 
stark contrast to our MPs, who are advocating for stronger laws to turn the tide on Labor’s youth crime 
crisis and crime crisis more generally. While I have the opportunity, I am happy to report— 

Mr HEALY: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take offence to what the member said. That is 
not true, and I ask that he withdraw.  

Mr SPEAKER: The member has taken personal offence. I ask that you withdraw.  
Mr PURDIE: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. I had the pleasure of attending the latest police induction 

ceremony last Thursday night, where we swore in another 126 new constables. That takes the total of 
new constables to just under 2,100. I think it is 2,098 new constables. Two hundred and sixty-four of 
them have gone to Far North Queensland. That shows the dedication of this government to rebuild the 
front line after a decade of decline under those opposite. Similarly in Townsville, 249 of our newest 
police have gone to Townsville since we came to government. With more police and tougher laws, 
police data is showing steps in the right direction. In Townsville the number of victims are down 17 per 
cent. Robberies are down 47.9 per cent. Stolen cars are down 15.1 per cent. This is proof that, when 
you give our police tougher laws, coupled with more police, listening to our MPs and listening to victims 
of crime across Queensland, you can make a difference. That is why there is such a stark contrast 
between our tough-on-crime approach and that of those opposite.  

Mr Speaker, you have heard us all talk. It is all on the public record. Members opposite proudly 
watered down the law, reinstated detention as a last resort and scrapped the breach of bail offence. 
They spoke about rehabilitation for serious offenders being better in community rather than in detention. 
We have a vastly different approach. Mr Speaker, you can read Hansard. The person who used to sit 
in this privileged position as the police minister of this state said when it came to breach of bail and 
opposing strengthening bail, ‘Breach of bail doesn’t make sense. It doesn’t work.’ This is the former 
police minister who used to liken the youth crime crisis to kids stealing KitKats. We have a vastly 
different approach.  

(Time expired)  
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Service Providers, Funding  
Ms ASIF: My question is to the Minister for Families, Seniors and Disability Services and Minister 

for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence. Can the minister guarantee that 
neither she nor any member of her office has cautioned service providers from making public criticism 
of the Crisafulli government through direct or implied threats to funding?  

Ms CAMM: I can absolutely say that those allegations are not true. I would like to acknowledge 
the hard work of service providers. I have addressed this in the media. I respect the member’s question 
though, because what I addressed in the media was: have there been hard conversations had with 
child safety operators who were, frankly, putting vulnerable children at risk and have we cancelled 
contracts? One hundred per cent we have, because that is what we inherited from those opposite. 

When we have had children at risk of sexual abuse or children at risk of being victimised further 
in a system that was meant to protect them, yes, I have had hard conversations. Yes, my department 
has had hard conversations. Yes, we have terminated contracts. Those people had no respect for 
taxpayers’ money. They had no respect for the child safety system in which they operated, and they 
were allowed to get away with it under those opposite. This was uncovered in the commission of inquiry. 
They had a reliance on residential care providers who were not regulated or licensed. That was the 
standard they accepted. That is not the standard the Crisafulli government expects. We do not 
apologise for that. People were profiting millions and millions of dollars in the child safety system where 
horrendously children were being put at risk through their actions and there was a lack of oversight by 
those opposite.  

Every day I will stand by the commitment I have to working with the domestic and family violence 
sector, the commitment we have to reforming systems and the feedback that our government has 
received on the improvements to DVConnect. Mr Speaker, do you know why it is so important that our 
crisis line operates? Who has been held to account in the last decade under those opposite when our 
24-hour crisis line for victim-survivors fell to a call answer rate of 41.9 per cent? Who is reporting that? 
We fixed it: we now have an 84 per cent answer rate. Why does that matter? That matters for every 
police referral. That matters for every service on the front line that the member just asked about. It 
matters because they then get to do the work that they need to do in the system—which is not the crisis 
response but the wraparound support. While we are fixing the mess that we inherited, they come in 
here to scaremonger and to peddle lies, frankly, Mr Speaker, and allegations— 

Mr SPEAKER: No. That is unparliamentary. I ask you to withdraw.  

Ms CAMM: Mr Speaker, I withdraw. They come in here and peddle allegations— 

(Time expired)  

Workplace Safety  
Mr BENNETT: My question is to the Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations. How is the Crisafulli LNP government 
ensuring consequences for actions for violent perpetrators including on Queensland worksites, and is 
the Deputy Premier aware of any approaches that saw violent offenders face no consequences during 
the decade of decline?  

Mr BLEIJIE: I thank the member for Burnett for the question—a very important question to 
people in the construction industry. He knows all too well about the construction industry because he 
was in it. He knows all too well about the bullying, the misogyny, the misbehaviour, the intimidation, the 
fear and the corruption by the CFMEU in the construction industry. We will draw corruption from the 
CFMEU as poison is drawn from a wound. That is what we are going to do because we know how much 
of an issue it is right across the state. We have seen it time and time again.  

In fact, the honourable member told me he has cancelled his subscription to the House of the 
Dragon because he is watching the CFMEU royal commission—and what a show that is! Nearly all of 
the members over there have been mentioned in the CFMEU royal commission. It is important that we 
sort out the construction industry once and for all. We are drawing a line in the sand. We have seen 
time and time again the accusations and allegations of bullying, sexual assault and sexual harassment 
of women, particularly by CFMEU officials and their comrades on construction sites, but the Labor Party 
protected them, just like the Labor Party protected people on bail and other criminals who are out in our 
community.  
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The LNP have made a choice: we are on the side of victims, not on the side of perpetrators as 
the Labor Party has been time and time again. I am so pleased for Queensland that the Premier has 
announced Breach Bail, Go to Jail. I thank our members for advocating for this with their communities. 
Queenslanders have called for it and the Crisafulli government is answering it: Breach Bail, Go to Jail—
12 months minimum mandatory sentencing. We know those opposite have a choice to make because 
they are opposed to minimum sentencing. Look at what the member for Woodridge said not too long 
ago—in fact, in April 2026. He said— 
The government should be presenting the evidence that says mandatory minimum sentences make a difference. There is a lot 
of evidence to the contrary, not just in Australia but around the world.  

The Labor Party have a choice. Are they going to back victims? Are they going to back minimum 
mandatory sentencing for breach of bail or are they going to put the rights of offenders before victims 
like they have time and time again? Like Ursula said to Ariel in The Little Mermaid, ‘Life’s full of tough 
choices, innit?’ They have a choice to make. The LNP have made their choice. We have made our 
choice. We will always put the rights of victims before the rights of perpetrators.  

What are the Labor Party going to do at their little conference this weekend? Are they going to 
bring back BPIC in the construction industry? Are they going to rule out Breach Bail, Go to Jail? Are 
they going to rule out minimum mandatory sentencing at their little conference this weekend? The 
Leader of the Opposition should say today whether he is going to back minimum mandatory sentencing 
and whether he is going to finally back victims, because he does not have it on his record yet.  

(Time expired)  

Service Providers, Funding  
Ms SCANLON: My question is to the Minister for Housing and Public Works. Can the minister 

guarantee that neither he nor any member of his office has cautioned service providers from making 
public criticism of the Crisafulli government through direct or implied threats to funding?  

Mr O’CONNOR: Absolutely. The numbers speak for themselves. I want to thank the member for 
Gaven for giving me the opportunity to correct one of the disgraceful scare campaigns that she has 
been pushing across Queensland about homelessness service funding.  

Ms SCANLON: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take personal offence and I ask that the 
member withdraw.  

Mr SPEAKER: The member has taken personal offence. I ask that you withdraw.  
Mr O’CONNOR: I withdraw. Across the last three Labor budgets, for two of which the member for 

Gaven was the housing minister—the budgets of 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25—Labor budgeted 
$199.3 million for the Immediate Housing Response, the hotel-motel program.  

In our first two budgets, in 2025-26 and 2026-27, we budgeted $260 million on top of filling the 
black hole we inherited from the member for Gaven of $39.6 million in 2024-25. We are putting more 
into that program, which the member claims has been cut, than the member herself put in when she 
had carriage of this portfolio during the two budgets she presided over. Again, that is $300 million over 
two budgets versus $200 million over three budgets. In terms of homelessness services generally, on 
the member for Gaven’s watch $822.3 million in funding was provided for homelessness services over 
three years between 2022-23 and 2024-25. Under the Crisafulli government that number for 
homelessness services is $1.389 billion over three years versus $822 million over three years, plus a 
further $456.4 million in 2028-29.  

For the very first time we have also given those organisations certainty. Instead of having to wait 
for a treasurer to deliver a budget speech to know whether they would have funding in the new financial 
year, we have extended those contracts out to 2029. We have given those services the certainty they 
need. The child safety minister and I received correspondence from one of those very large providers 
and I will quote directly from it. They said— 
Our experience of working with ministers, ministerial staff and departmental representatives has, without exception, been 
characterised by professionalism, by respect and a genuine willingness to engage. We feel that our expertise, experience in 
service delivery and our role in public advocacy are valued and taken seriously.  

We value our providers. We thank them for the role they play. We had our sixth Homelessness 
Ministerial Advisory Council meeting last week. That was a body we set up to hear directly from the 
sector to drive the change we need to see after the decade of decline for which the member for Gaven 
is absolutely responsible— 

(Time expired)  
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Rural and Regional Queensland, Investment  
Mr DILLON: My question is to the Premier and Minister for Veterans. Regional Queenslanders 

have said they are interested in how new investment in data centres can diversify their economies while 
protecting their resources and community fabric. Can the Premier explain how Queensland is leading 
the nation in its approach to bringing a new frontier of investment into the state?  

Mr CRISAFULLI: The honourable member has asked a great question. He has been a champion 
of rural and regional Australia all of his life. It is a great question because now is the right time to ask it. 
We are putting communities at the forefront of decision-making when it comes to data centres. Our 
vision is for our data sovereignty to be protected, for local communities to be treated with respect and 
to have a say, and for water and power needs to complement the local community.  

This is a sliding doors moment in the history of the state and the country. I think about the 
decisions made in this building when new frontiers came along, including the gold rush in the late 19th 
century, base metals and energy in the mid-20th century, tourism in the 1980s and gas 20 years ago. 
Right now we are at a sliding doors moment when it comes to data centres. We must get it right. If we 
get it right we can choose our own sovereignty on data, we can protect the local rights of communities 
and we can open up a golden opportunity for economic development for regional Queensland. We must 
get it right.  

That is why, when I look at what is coming out of Canberra, I ask why on earth any government 
would want to make it more difficult for a community to get this if it is not done on the community’s 
terms. Why would you say it can only be renewable energy that repairs one of these when we as a 
state have an abundance of opportunity with gas, an abundance of opportunity with coal-fired power 
and opportunities with renewable energy? We are agnostic. We do not want to see the ideology we are 
seeing in Canberra. It is about economics. When you look at what the Treasurer did with our Energy 
Roadmap, it is about affordable, reliable and sustainable electricity.  

As Ariel said in the Little Mermaid, ‘I want to be where the people are.’ Despite that, tomorrow I 
will go to National Cabinet to fight for Queenslanders and say that we should control our data 
sovereignty. We should ensure local communities are respected. We should choose the energy mix, 
not a minister in Canberra who is driven by ideology. All we are asking for is a fair deal to open up a 
new frontier for a state whose best days lie ahead.  

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions  
Ms LINARD: My question is to the Attorney-General. Can the Attorney-General advise how many 

times the DPP did not oppose bail relating to DV offences in the last 12 months?  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: I thank the member very much for the question, because it gives me an 

opportunity to talk about the DPP’s hard work and dedication with limited resources thanks to the former 
Labor government. In stark contrast, we have resourced the DPP appropriately. We have also just 
announced—it is being advertised right now—two new deputy directors-general based in regional 
Queensland—go figure—to lift up the expertise of those hardworking prosecutors who go into court 
each and every day. Under the former Labor government it was obvious that the only funding available 
to the DPP was for a bit of administration every now and then. They did not invest in lawyers. They did 
not invest in prosecutors who need to learn from senior prosecutors about what to do when they go into 
court. That is exactly what the Crisafulli government has done. We are investing in our front line.  

When it comes to domestic and family violence, let me say this about our courts. When we came 
to government, those opposite touted a supposed upgrade to domestic and family violence courts and 
then forgot to fund them. That is their record. The Crisafulli government has stepped in with $68 million 
in upgrades for domestic and family violence courts in Mackay, Cairns, Rockhampton and Toowoomba, 
which I have just opened. I could keep going, but we are investing in safe rooms to ensure that women— 

Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance. We were seeking a specific 
number. If the minister wants to take it on notice we are happy with that, but I would ask if she could be 
relevant to the question.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, the question was around bail, if you could respond appropriately. 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I was getting to a point those opposite do not 

understand. The former government constantly had integrity issues and failures of governance. The 
DPP is an independent authority which makes its decisions independent of the minister ringing them 
up and saying what it should do. There are lawyers at the front here. No wonder their heads are down. 
They should know that the DPP is independent— 
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Mr de BRENNI: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I again draw your attention to standing order 
118. The answer must be relevant to the question. The question was very precise around the number 
of times the DPP did not oppose bail.  

Mr SPEAKER: The question also talked about the independence of the DPP.  
Mr de BRENNI: Respectfully, Mr Speaker— 
Mr SPEAKER: Minister, you have 21 seconds to finish.  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: I could talk about the 25 new prosecutors the Crisafulli government has 

put into the DPP because we are uplifting those prosecutors who make independent decisions. I will 
tell you what we do not do: we do not sit around on a Sunday and pick up the phone and call the chair 
of the CCC— 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Time has expired.  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: That is not what we do to independent authorities.  
Mr SPEAKER: I caution the Attorney-General. When the clock has expired, the time has expired. 

The period for question time has expired.  

MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing and Sessional Orders 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (11.29 am), by leave, without notice: I move— 

That, notwithstanding anything contained in standing and sessional orders:  
1. for today’s sitting, the House will continue to sit past 9.30 pm to consider government business until the adjournment is 

moved by the Leader of the House, to be followed by a 30-minute adjournment debate;  
2. the House will continue to sit past 9.30 pm on Wednesday, 26 August 2026 to consider government business until the 

adjournment is moved by the Leader of the House, to be followed by a 30-minute adjournment debate.  

This is a straightforward procedural motion to provide additional sitting hours today and tomorrow 
for the consideration of government business and to facilitate the business program motion that I will 
move immediately following consideration of this motion. Importantly, the usual 30-minute adjournment 
debate will follow on both evenings. Allowing additional sitting time provides further opportunities, in 
relation to the business of the House this week, for elected representatives to participate in the 
consideration of legislation, to contribute to debates and to represent the views of their constituents. 
The more detailed arrangements for the consideration of government business this week will 
appropriately be dealt with in the business program motion that immediately follows. For present 
purposes, this motion simply ensures that the additional sitting time is available to the House.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

Business Program  
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (11.31 am): In accordance with sessional 

order 3A, I move— 
1. That the following business will be considered this sitting week within the times as specified:  

(a) the State Development and Public Works Organisation (Critical Minerals) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill:  
(i) minister to be called on in reply by 9.45 pm on Wednesday, 26 August 2026;  
(ii) all stages to be completed by 10.15 pm on Wednesday, 26 August 2026.  

(b) the Health Legislation Amendment Bill:  
(i) minister to be called on in reply by 8.40 pm on Thursday, 27 August 2026;  
(ii) all stages to be completed by 9.00 pm on Thursday, 27 August 2026.  

(c) general business notice of motion No. 1—dissent from Speaker’s ruling to be called on at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 
25 August 2026.  

2. If all stages of the bills above have not been completed by the specified times, Mr Speaker:  
(a) shall call on a minister to table any explanatory notes, any statement of compatibility or any override declaration 

to their circulated amendments; and  
(b) shall put all remaining questions necessary to either pass that stage or pass the bill including clauses and 

schedules en bloc and any amendments to be moved by the minister in charge of the bill without further 
amendment or debate.  
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Having facilitated the adjustment to sitting hours for Tuesday and Wednesday of this week, this 
motion before the House now gives effect to the program for the orderly consideration of business 
before the Queensland parliament. As I have previously said in this House, the debate on the estimates 
committee reports importantly and necessarily takes a significant time. It is a significant and healthy 
part of our parliamentary democracy and an essential component of parliamentary scrutiny. Standing 
orders provide for up to eight hours this week for the debate of these reports, following the estimates 
committee hearings and the examination of the government’s 2026-27 state budget. However, if this 
parliament is also to continue progressing important legislation and other matters on behalf of 
Queenslanders, then sensible adjustments to the sitting program can and should be made. This is 
precisely what the Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government is doing this week.  

The House has agreed to additional sitting hours on Tuesday and Wednesday. Those additional 
hours provide further time for the consideration of government business and further opportunities for 
members to participate in the legislative debates before the House. There is certainly nothing novel 
about that principle. Indeed, under the former Labor government, those opposite argued that increasing 
sitting hours would ensure additional time was available for members, including members of the 
crossbench, to make contributions to debates.  

The Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government equally recognises the importance of 
providing members with opportunities to contribute to the consideration of legislation. Accordingly, in 
addition to the appropriation bills, this program provides for the debate and intended passage of both 
the State Development and Public Works Organisation (Critical Minerals) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill and the Health Legislation Amendment Bill.  

Importantly, this motion also provides for general business notice of motion No. 1 standing in the 
name of the member for Springwood, the Manager of Opposition Business, to be called on at 7.30 pm 
tonight. Taken together, this is a sensible and balanced allocation of the parliamentary time available 
this week. There will be up to eight hours for debate on the estimates committee reports. There will be 
additional sitting hours on Tuesday and Wednesday. There will be opportunities for members to 
contribute to the legislative debates, as I have said. There will also be time provided for other business 
in the House, including a condolence motion on Thursday.  

This motion provides certainty to all members and Queenslanders as to the business to be 
considered and the time that is available for consideration. The Crisafulli Liberal National Party state 
government has consistently sought to progress its legislative agenda through a calm, considered and 
methodical approach, including fulsome debates on legislation. We are equally prepared to put in the 
hours to do the work and ensure that the important business of the Queensland parliament continues 
to progress. This is the approach that is reflected in this business program motion. We certainly know 
that there are important matters that we need to get through this week. We are providing sufficient time 
through these additional hours, ensuring there are fulsome legislative debates while also recognising 
the importance of those estimates committee reports.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all members for their contributions during the 
estimates committee hearings, not only members of the government but members of the opposition 
and the crossbench as well. It is an important part of our parliamentary democracy here in Queensland, 
and I know that all members put in significant time preparing for those. I look forward to their 
contributions as we hear the eight hours of debate on those estimates committee hearings today.  

Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (11.37 am): I rise to speak to the business program 
motion circulated and moved by the Leader of the House. I acknowledge in his contribution to the 
debate on this motion that he said this was a sensible adjustment to the hours for the parliament to 
properly consider the important matters before it. Deputy Speaker, I submit to you and the House that 
the Leader of the House has got his motions mixed up. Earlier today the House was asked to agree to 
a motion titled ‘Extension of Tuesday and Wednesday sittings’. They are sensible adjustments and they 
do allow for important matters to be considered, but the motion titled ‘Business program’ is not about 
sensible adjustment and it is not about enabling the parliament to have the time required for important 
matters; it is about enabling the executive, the LNP government, to hide from scrutiny.  

We will not support a motion that prevents members of this House from having the opportunity 
to have their say and interrogate the minister, particularly during consideration in detail. For so many 
years, those opposite sat here and talked a big game about the importance of respecting parliament, 
about the need for time for proper scrutiny and about the integrity of these provisions. I do not think, 
and no Queenslander thinks, that the standard of legislative reform in Queensland gets stronger by 
limiting debate. Limiting consideration in detail does not deliver better outcomes for Queenslanders. 
Standards are strengthened by respecting the institution.  
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I must say this: if the ministers of this LNP government had confidence in their ideas, their 
legislation and the reforms that are brought before this House, they would submit themselves to greater 
levels of consideration in detail. If ministers knew that their legislation was sound, then they would open 
themselves to the scrutiny of the committee of the whole so that every member of this House could 
have an opportunity to question them.  

I think there are many members of this House who would prefer to see a fulsome consideration 
in detail. Regional members of Queensland such as the member for Warrego and the member for 
Nanango probably want to hear what the Deputy Premier has to say about the removal of important 
rights for landholders. I think the member for Lockyer would probably want to have a say. The members 
for Mirani, Southern Downs and Gregory as well as the Assistant Minister for Primary Industry 
Development, Water and Western Queensland would want to hear the interrogation of the Deputy 
Premier about these flawed laws. I think important stakeholders like AgForce, Queensland Farmers’ 
Federation and the Queensland Law Society would prefer to see this House properly scrutinise this 
legislation.  

Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.39 am): If you ever 
needed to see two motions that illustrated how the Crisafulli LNP government exists and lives its life it 
is these two motions: they say one thing and do another. First of all, we had a motion extending the 
hours of debate in the parliament and then we get a motion that truncates what we do in relation to two 
bills. I want to speak particularly to the ‘supreme leader law’ that the Deputy Premier wants to pass 
through the parliament, the State Development and Public Works Organisation (Critical Minerals)—the 
fig leaf that the Deputy Premier has put over this legislation, because everyone in this House knows it 
applies to much more than critical minerals—and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. Here we have a 
motion of the government, who cannot control the business of the parliament and constantly has to 
concertina time in the parliament—more or less—because they cannot control their legislative 
program—a motion that extends the sitting hours of the parliament to who knows when and then a 
motion in relation to the ‘supreme leader law’ that allows 10 minutes or less for consideration in detail, 
if at all.  

The Deputy Premier, the member for Kawana, will be called on to reply by 9.45 tomorrow night 
and all stages including consideration in detail have to be completed in half an hour. I am not a betting 
man, but I would put the house on the fact that the deputy leader, the Deputy Premier—let’s call him 
the member for Kawana—will speak non-stop and filibuster to wind down the clock, leaving no time to 
properly scrutinise this bill. Of all the bills on the Notice Paper in this parliament, this is the bill that has 
the bush in flames. Everybody in Queensland knows—I have been to Mount Isa, I have been to 
Townsville, I have been across the state and the members— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I would remind you to 
remain relevant to the procedural motion before the House.  

Mr DICK: Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank you for your assistance. Why should the time of those 
Queenslanders whose chorus of concern has now turned into a full-blown alarm siren about the Deputy 
Premier’s grab for power, and the time of members of this House—either in the opposition or on the 
crossbench—be limited in asking relevant questions on their behalf about the clauses of this bill? Why 
should we be limited? That is because this is a government that shirks from scrutiny. They do not like 
the truth. It is why they, in the terms of stakeholders and third-party voices, have ‘LNP-ed’ people who 
want to speak out against the government. They told them to sit down, be quiet, be silent and say 
nothing.  

Members of the opposition oppose this motion because it will restrict the rights of members of 
this House to ask questions of the Deputy Premier about his ‘supreme leader law’. I absolutely agree 
with everything the member for Springwood said about all of those stakeholder groups who should—
through their members, even Labor members; they are knocking down the door of the Labor Party—be 
able to ask questions of this government in consideration in detail. AgForce, Cotton Australia, western 
downs irrigators—you name it, they are lining up because they do not trust their government. This is 
the LNP heartland that does not trust their government. That is why the government is constricting 
debate on this legislation.  

I call on all of those assistant ministers who are responsible for regional Queensland—I call on 
the member for Gregory, the member for Barron River, the member for Rockhampton, the member for 
Toowoomba North and the member for Callide—to stand up for regional Queensland. If they cannot do 
it, I will tell them who can: Andrew Cripps. Andrew Cripps will stand up for them.  
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We see this for what it is. It is not just the members on this side of the House; everyone in the 
bush and the regions knows what this government is seeking to do to, and that is to grab power. Those 
opposite do not want it to be examined in the House because the member for Mirani and the member 
for Condamine are running frightened of One Nation because One Nation is coming to get them. They 
are going to absolutely eat their lunch on this bill and the Labor Party will hold this government to 
account.  

Mr DILLON (Gregory—LNP) (11.45 am): I rise to support wholeheartedly the business program 
motion as moved by the Leader of the House. I say at the outset that it is good governance business 
like this exact motion that is fixing the issue. What I have heard in all of this noise from those opposite 
about this is that they want to see additional time but only because they do not know whether they are 
going to vote on anything. They need additional time for caucus so they need to drag out every single 
minute of time. This is also the first time I have heard they are happy to extend sitting times late into 
the night. How positive is that?  

This is a motion that will give important time to important legislation including estimates. It is how 
a calm and methodical government clearly demonstrates at the outset of a sitting week its activities, the 
same as any other workplace does for the employees and others in it. I wholeheartedly commend the 
business program motion to all here and to those watching.  

Division: Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
AYES, 51: 

LNP, 51—Baillie, Barounis, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Camm, Chiesa, Crandon, Crisafulli, Dalton, Dillon, 
Doolan, Dooley, Field, Frecklington, Gerber, Hatcher, Head, Hutton, Hunt, B. James, T. James, Janetzki, G. Kelly, Kempton, 
Kirkland, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Lee, Lister, Mander, McDonald, Mickelberg, Minnikin, Molhoek, Nicholls, O’Connor, 
Perrett, Poole, Powell, Purdie, Rowan, Simpson, Stevens, Stoker, Watts, Vorster, Young. 

NOES, 36: 

ALP, 35—Asif, Bailey, Bourne, Boyd, Bush, Butcher, de Brenni, Dick, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Furner, Grace, Healy, 
Howard, J. Kelly, King, Linard, Martin, McCallum, McMahon, McMillan, Mellish, Miles, Mullen, Nightingale, O’Shea, Pease, 
Power, Pugh, Richmond, Russo, Ryan, Scanlon, Smith. 

Grn, 1—Berkman. 
Pair: Marr, Whiting. 

Resolved in the affirmative.  

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL 
APPR OPR IATION  (PARL IAMENT) B ILL; APPR OPRIATION  BILL  

APPROPRIATION BILL 

Consideration in Detail (Cognate Debate) 

Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 

Governance, Energy and Finance Committee, Report 
Mr SPEAKER: The House will consider the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill first. The question 

is— 
That the report of the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee be adopted. 

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (11.51 am): I rise to speak to report No. 27 of the Governance, 
Energy and Finance Committee titled 2026-27 budget estimates—Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026. 
On 23 June 2026 the Hon. David Janetzki MP, Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for Home 
Ownership, introduced the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026 into the Legislative Assembly. The bill 
was referred to the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee for consideration. As outlined in the 
bill, the appropriation for 2026-27 for the Legislative Assembly of Queensland and Parliamentary 
Service is $154,805,000. This report summarises the committee’s examination of the budget papers, 
answers to prehearing questions on notice, evidence taken at the hearing, and answers to questions 
taken on notice during the hearing, if any. The committee made one recommendation—that the 
proposed expenditure as detailed in the bill be agreed to by the Legislative Assembly. 
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One interesting question that was asked in relation to the activities of the parliament related to 
what the service is doing to bring in new blood, if you like—bring young people into the Parliamentary 
Service. A highlight of the answer to that was that there is a Parliamentary Service inaugural Graduate 
Program which commenced in 2023 and continues, and the next graduates are due to commence in 
February 2027. The service has also launched the inaugural First Nations cadet program to build the 
Queensland parliament’s First Nations workforce. This will consist of two First Nations tertiary students 
who will work one day per week at an AO2 level whilst they study their degree. This is a great initiative 
of the parliament and it ensures the continuity of new people coming to work in the parliament—just 
like Zoe, who looks after us here in the House on a regular basis and does a fantastic job of taking 
people on tours of the parliamentary precinct. In closing, I thank Mr Speaker and his staff, the Clerk of 
the Parliament and indeed all staff for their efforts in supporting the parliamentary process for the benefit 
of Queenslanders. I commend the report to the House. 

Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (11.54 am): I rise to speak to the report into the 
committee’s examination of the Speaker and the Parliamentary Service. The hearing established three 
things: firstly, that this government has broken its promise on scrutiny; secondly, that this government 
has undermined the integrity of our parliamentary democracy; and, thirdly, that this LNP government is 
giving Queenslanders less say in the decisions made in their name. Before the election the Premier 
said that he would reform or he would fix estimates. He promised more scrutiny; he promised more 
transparency. He specifically criticised government questions because they wind down the clock, but 
that is exactly what this government is doing now. That is what the committee heard. The evidence in 
committee was undeniable. In 2024 non-government members received 2,680 minutes of question time 
across estimates. Under the LNP’s 2025 arrangements, we heard that that fell to 2,285 minutes. That 
is 495 fewer minutes—more than eight hours of scrutiny gone. At the same time government 
questioning increased by 644 minutes—more than 10 extra hours of question time to government 
members to ask friendly questions of their own ministers. 

Mr Power interjected. 
Mr de BRENNI: I take the interjection from the member for Logan. They are trying to hide. We 

saw that today with the business program motion and they did it in estimates. In 2024 government 
questions accounted for less than 30 per cent of question time in every committee. In 2025 they 
consumed more than 40 per cent in five of the seven committees. The overall hearing time went up but 
scrutiny went down, and those figures were not disputed. The Leader of the House has called estimates 
one of the parliament’s most important accountability mechanisms. We agree, but he also claims that 
the 2026 timetable preserves the enhanced scrutiny introduced in 2025 because the overall hearing 
hours remain unchanged. Enhanced scrutiny? There is nothing enhanced about less time for scrutiny. 
Keeping the same timetable from 2026 does not preserve scrutiny; it entrenches the reduction that this 
government introduced on coming to office. 

Labor gave this government, though, the opportunity to fix it. We proposed longer hearings, we 
proposed limiting government questions to 30 per cent of question time, we proposed allowing 
questions across a minister’s entire portfolio and we proposed restoring time lost to government points 
of order, and the LNP rejected every single one of those proposals. It promised more scrutiny, but what 
it has done is it has locked in less. This is bigger than an estimates timetable; it goes to the integrity of 
this place. The LNP talks big about respect for institutions, but when it comes to this institution—this 
parliament—it shows scant regard for its rules or for its role in holding the executive accountable. The 
government’s failure, as we heard, to establish an independent parliamentary budget office tells the 
same story. This was a key election commitment of those opposite. In June last year at the time of that 
budget the government said it expected the parliamentary budget office ‘to be operating by the same 
time next year’. Here we are more than 12 months later and there is no parliamentary budget office and 
nothing to show for this promise. When questioned about its form and timing, the Clerk was unable to 
say when or how it would happen—another integrity promise made in opposition, another accountability 
promise broken in government. 

Estimates also revealed that the private use of accommodation in the Parliamentary Annexe has 
skyrocketed since the LNP took office. The parliament’s fringe benefits, as the committee heard, are 
up approximately 400 per cent since the LNP came to office. The opposition, in the interests of 
transparency, requested a breakdown of private use. That request was denied. This is taxpayers’ 
money. That is no respect for taxpayers’ money. Queenslanders have a right to know how it is being 
used and how it is being spent. Under this government the committee heard that the number of 
questions answered late—outside the requirements of the standing orders, the rules of this 
parliament—are at an unacceptable and gross 16 per cent. 
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We asked those questions on behalf of Queenslanders. We asked them on behalf of our 
communities. The Queenslanders in those communities deserve those questions to be answered on 
time, not when a minister feels like providing an answer. From this committee hearing we heard about 
broken promises on transparency, scrutiny and integrity, alongside a weakening of accountability. This 
political party promised to listen. Instead, Queenslanders are getting less say and there is much less 
listening.  

Mr CHIESA (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (11.59 am): I rise as a member of the Governance, Energy and 
Finance Committee to support the adoption of report No. 27 on the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026. 
Having participated in the estimates hearing, I begin by acknowledging the Speaker, the Clerk and the 
many Parliamentary Service staff who support this institution. As a relatively new member of this House, 
one thing you quickly come to appreciate is just how much happens behind the scenes to allow this 
parliament to function. The Parliamentary Service supports 93 members, the chamber, the committees, 
Hansard, the Parliamentary Library, electorate offices and the many systems and services that allow 
us to represent our community. Most of that work occurs without fanfare, but without it this institution 
simply cannot function. 

Estimates is a good example of that. It is an important part of parliamentary accountability. It 
gives members the opportunity to examine proposed expenditure, question ministers and officials and 
scrutinise the performance of government. Importantly, it also allows Queenslanders to see scrutiny 
taking place publicly. As somebody who participated in estimates hearings for the first time this year, I 
certainly gained a greater appreciation for the work done by the Speaker, the Clerk, committee 
secretariats, Hansard and Parliamentary Service staff to make that process work.  

There is another aspect of the Parliamentary Service that I particularly want to acknowledge; that 
is, the work being done to make parliament accessible to Queenslanders outside of Brisbane. This 
parliament does not belong to the people who sit in this chamber; it belongs to the people of 
Queensland, and Queensland is a very big state. For somebody living on the Cassowary Coast, in the 
Herbert River region or in the northern suburbs of Townsville, Parliament House can feel a long way 
away geographically, but institutionally it should never be. That is why the parliament’s regional 
education and engagement program is so important. Taking parliamentary programs into regional 
communities gives Queenslanders—particularly young Queenslanders—the opportunity to better 
understand how their parliament works, how laws are made and, importantly, how they can participate 
in our democracy. 

The same principle applies to our parliamentary committee system. Committees provide an 
opportunity for Queenslanders to have a direct say in the work that is being performed by the parliament 
through submissions, public hearings and inquiries. When committees travel outside of Brisbane—as 
we do very often—regional Queenslanders have the opportunity to put their views directly to members 
of parliament. I have seen the value of that firsthand. When people can sit across the table from 
members of a parliamentary committee and explain what legislation will actually mean for their 
business, their family, their industry or their community, it brings perspective that cannot always be 
captured on paper. This is parliamentary democracy working as it should, and the same is true of our 
electorate offices.  

For most Queenslanders, their interaction with this parliament will never involve walking through 
the doors of this chamber; it will involve walking through the doors of their local electorate office. It might 
be a farmer concerned about fuel and fertiliser, a family trying to navigate a government service, a 
community organisation seeking assistance or somebody who simply wants their local member to listen. 
For those people, their electorate office is their connection to this parliament. In regional Queensland 
particularly, those offices are quite literally parliament in the community. This is why the people, systems 
and resources that support electorate offices matter. They allow members and our staff to listen, 
advocate, connect with services and ensure communities have a voice here in Brisbane.  

The Appropriation (Parliament) Bill may not attract the attention that some of the larger areas of 
government and expenditure receive, but the institution it supports matters enormously. A strong 
parliament requires effective scrutiny, it requires public participation, it requires members to be properly 
supported and it requires Queenslanders—regardless of whether they live in Brisbane, Birdsville, 
Coolangatta or Cardwell—to know that this parliament belongs to them. I thank the Speaker and the 
Clerk for their evidence during the estimates hearing. I thank the chair and my fellow members of the 
Governance, Energy and Finance Committee. Importantly, I thank all of the staff, the committee 
secretariats, Hansard, the Parliamentary Library staff, the chamber and procedural services, the 
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electorate office support staff, the education and engagement teams and all of the Parliament House 
employees, particularly the good staff of the Hinchinbrook office. God knows they deserve plenty of 
thanks because they have to look after me!  

The committee has examined the proposed expenditure and recommends that it be agreed to. I 
support that recommendation. I support a parliament that is accountable, accessible and connected to 
the people it represents.  

Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (12.04 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate on the report of 
the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee on the 2026-27 budget estimates for the 
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2026. As this is essentially the consideration of the operations of this 
institution, it is important to firstly acknowledge the people who make this institution work: the support 
staff—the parliamentary staff and the staff who are in electorate offices all over Queensland. I 
acknowledge them. I also thank the Clerk, the Speaker, the other supporting staff and fellow committee 
members for their contribution to the estimates process.  

The Queensland parliament itself describes the estimates process as ‘one of the key 
mechanisms to examine government expenditure, performance and effectiveness’. It ‘holds ministers 
to account’ and ‘provides a level of transparency to the public’. That is a very noble goal. The challenge 
is that there is an increasingly obvious problem with this government: rhetoric about scrutiny and 
transparency is not being matched by reality. A number of fundamental concerns are outlined in the 
opposition’s statement of reservation in respect of this estimates process. The Premier came to 
government promising integrity, scrutiny and reformation of the estimates process. He specifically 
promised to limit Dorothy Dixer questions from government members that existed simply to allow 
ministers to wind down the clock, but, as we discovered last year, the process set up under this 
government actually enhances the opportunity for Dorothy Dixers and decreases the opportunities for 
transparency and accountability.  

As we highlighted last year, in 2024 there were 2,780 minutes of non-government questioning. 
Under this government, one year later, there was a reduction of almost 500 minutes to 2,285 minutes—
almost eight hours less. On the other side of the ledger, there was almost 10 hours of extra time for the 
government—10 hours of extra Dorothy Dixers. The Premier specifically said that he wanted to limit 
Dorothy Dixers, yet as soon as he got into government he gave his side of politics almost 10 hours 
extra of Dorothy Dixers. In the words of the member for Moggill when he established the schedule for 
this year’s estimates hearings, this year’s estimates process ‘retains exactly the same allocation of 
examination time as in 2025. The overall hours of estimates hearings remains unchanged.’ They 
diminished opportunities for transparency and accountability last year, and this year they have 
entrenched it. In this parliament they have entrenched less accountability, less transparency and less 
opportunity for opposition questions.  

On the point of questions, in the estimates hearings we saw significant disregard by ministers in 
this government for answering questions on notice in time. In fact, we heard evidence that 16 per cent 
of questions on notice were being answered outside the time required by standing orders. That is a 
significant increase on the trend under the previous government—an almost fourfold increase. We see 
the Premier answering almost one in five questions late, the Deputy Premier answering one in five 
questions late and the Minister for Natural Resources answering almost one in three questions late, 
and the list goes on. When you disrespect the standing order requirements around timely answers, you 
disrespect this institution and you are hiding from transparency and accountability.  

The other point I make is that I was quite concerned about the number of members who are 
completing the survey form for this parliament to complete the FBT returns. Only 43 out of 93 completed 
it last year and 84 out of 93 completed it this year. This is critical to accountability and all members 
need to ensure those forms are completed.  

Mr BAROUNIS (Maryborough—LNP) (12.09 pm): It gives me great pleasure to rise and deliver 
my response to the 2026 estimates hearings. The budget estimates process is a vital part of our 
parliamentary democracy. It allows for public scrutiny of proposed government spending through direct 
questions to the Speaker and other parliamentary officials. This process is not just about numbers; it is 
about transparency, accountability and, above all, respect for the hardworking taxpayers of 
Queensland.  

As outlined in the bill, the appropriation for 2026-27 for the Legislative Assembly and 
Parliamentary Service budget is $154,805,000. The Legislative Assembly of Queensland consists of 
93 members, who discharge a range of important constitutional, legislative and constituency 
responsibilities. The Parliamentary Service, established under the Parliamentary Service Act 1988, 
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provides administrative and support services to the Assembly. The objectives of the Parliamentary 
Service are to support the Legislative Assembly, its committees and members; support members of the 
Legislative Assembly to engage with and represent their electorates; provide information, corporate and 
facility management services; and safeguard, promote and strengthen the important institution of 
parliament.  

In 2026-27 key deliverables for the Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary Service include: 
continuing the Parliamentary Annexe Refurbishment Program; continuing to deliver a three-year 
program for high-priority electorate office relocations and refurbishment projects across Queensland; 
completing upgrades to electorate office security and access control systems; managing key impacts 
arising from the Queensland Redistribution Commission’s review of electorate boundaries; continuing 
the implementation of a new enterprise Parliamentary Information Management System; and finalising 
the development of digital and workforce strategies.  

Before I finish, I would like to thank the Speaker, the Clerk and all of the parliamentary staff for 
the great support they give us throughout the year. It is greatly appreciated. Also I would like to thank 
my staff at home. They are doing a great job. All of us are working to deliver the best we can for the 
Maryborough electorate and Queensland.  

Mr WHITING (Bancroft—ALP) (12.12 pm): It is with great pleasure that I rise to speak on the 2026 
appropriation bills and this report. Unfortunately, I was not able to participate in estimates this year. 
Fortunately—or unfortunately—I watched a lot of it on TV. What the opposition examined and what we 
saw in the estimates hearings was the LNP’s aversion to accountability. They shy away from scrutiny. 
They avoid accountability. For example, ministers simply did not answer questions. Instead, they wound 
down the clock. In the most vital portfolio, that of child safety, the minister seemingly sought to wind 
down the clock in an attempt to avoid scrutiny. One of the government’s key election commitments, the 
Parliamentary Budget Office, still sits unmet. In June last year, for the 2025 budget, the government 
said that they expected the PBO to be up and running by the same time next year. Here we are and we 
are yet to see it.  

Another failure in accountability was Crisafulli government ministers continuing to provide late 
answers to questions on notice. We ask questions on behalf of our stakeholders and our communities, 
and those people expect those questions to be answered in a timely manner, not when the minister 
simply feels like it. Under the former Labor government, across three terms of parliament, just 3.8 per 
cent of questions on notice were answered late. So far under this government that number is 16 per 
cent. When it comes to this parliament, I believe the LNP have little respect or regard for these rules.  

The government did not like being asked questions by the member for Sandgate. By my count 
she pursued 18 lines of questioning and she attracted 19 points of order. This government do not like 
being held to account for what they say and what they promise, and they especially do not like being 
held to account by the member for Sandgate. The LNP do not want anyone to ask questions about 
where and how the funds of Queenslanders are being spent. One of the principles they say they brought 
to government is respect for your money, but there are limits to those principles. One of those is: as 
long as you do not ask how that money is being spent, you can get away with it. 

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (12.15 pm): I rise to address the debate on report No. 27 of the 
Governance, Energy and Finance Committee titled 2026-27 Budget Estimates—Appropriation 
(Parliament) Bill 2026. I note that there was one recommendation of the committee: that the proposed 
expenditure as detailed in the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill be agreed to by the Legislative Assembly 
without amendment.  

At the outset I acknowledge not only the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and the Clerk of the 
Parliament for their significant contribution throughout the 2026 estimates hearings but also all of the 
employees of the parliamentary precinct and our electorate office staff, in particular mine in the 
electorate of Moggill and my staff member who works with me in my role as Leader of the House. I 
know that all staff across the precinct and electorate offices are tuned in to the estimates hearing and 
what comes through the allocation of funding each and every year. I also acknowledge the committee 
members, ministers, directors-general and public servants, together with committee secretariats and 
Parliamentary Service staff, whose professionalism and hard work ensured the smooth operation of the 
estimates hearings across the two weeks.  

For the second year, Queenslanders have seen the significant reforms delivered by the Crisafulli 
Liberal National Party state government that have provided a stronger, fairer and more accountable 
estimates process. Central to those reforms has been the independent chairing of the estimates 
hearings by the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker, which has brought consistency, impartiality and 
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independence to proceedings conducted in accordance with the standing orders and established 
practices of the House. The Crisafulli Liberal National Party state government committed to 
strengthening parliamentary scrutiny and restoring confidence in the estimates process. For the second 
consecutive year those reforms have delivered genuine scrutiny, greater accountability and substantial 
opportunities for members to ask questions of not only ministers but also senior public servants.  

Labor’s statement of reservation seeks to tell a very different story, but the facts speak for 
themselves. Labor’s complaints simply cannot be taken seriously. Last year those opposite falsely 
claimed that the reformed estimates process was broken and scrutiny had been diminished, yet the 
official analysis of the 2025 budget estimates process contained in report No. 40 of the Committee of 
the Legislative Assembly demonstrated precisely the opposite: of the 1,624 questions asked during the 
2025 estimates hearing, 74 per cent were asked by non-government members compared with just 
26 per cent from government members. I look forward to the report when it comes out this year in 
relation to the Committee of the Legislative Assembly.  

Just like last year, once again those opposite are seeking to blame the process for their own 
failures within it. For the second year running, the Labor opposition came to the estimates hearings 
woefully underprepared. Shadow ministers repeatedly demonstrated an inability to ask questions within 
the standing orders and questions contained imputations, were argumentative, were irrelevant or 
strayed beyond the responsibilities of the portfolio being examined. From my perspective, I would hate 
to raise a point of order at all throughout the estimates process, but I had to do that simply because 
questions that were asked by shadow ministers and other members did not comply with the process. It 
would be a much more enjoyable experience for me if I was able to sit there and not have to raise points 
of order. I had to do that because there is a process. There are standing orders and as a consequence 
of that we have to adhere to the process.  

In some instances, shadow ministers appeared unfamiliar with basic portfolio responsibilities. 
When afforded the opportunity to rephrase a question, they lacked the agility to do so. We wanted them 
to rephrase some questions to be in compliance with the standing orders and the rules, which is what 
the House is supposed to be about. We hear a lot about the rules and processes of this place. People 
need to understand that they are there for a particular reason and we all have to adhere to those 
processes. However, shadow ministers and committee members could not do that. They were not able 
to rephrase or ask questions related to the portfolio area. There was a range of issues. That is not a 
failure of the estimates process; that is a failure of the Labor opposition. Therefore, a question being 
ruled out of order does not constitute a denial of scrutiny. Members are entitled to ask difficult questions 
and vigorously scrutinise ministers on government expenditure, and that is precisely what estimates 
hearings are for. However, members are not entitled to disregard the standing orders simply because 
complying with them is inconvenient.  

Again, the process this year was a significant improvement. The government implemented the 
changes last year. We have enhanced those processes and we will continue to do so. We have a 
balanced approach when it comes to the estimates process. We provide opportunities to scrutinise 
ministers and the expenditure of money. What a fantastic time we all had.  

Ms ASIF (Sandgate—ALP) (12.20 pm): I rise to speak on the Governance, Energy and Finance 
Committee’s report No. 7 following the 2026-27 budget estimates hearings on the appropriation bills. I 
start by thanking the Speaker, the Clerk, the parliamentary staff who supported the committee’s work 
and the witnesses who appeared before the estimates committee.  

In Queensland, the estimates committee process is incredibly important. It is where we can 
scrutinise the decisions that the government is making and hold the government to account for 
decisions being made to ensure taxpayer dollars are spent in a manner that is appropriate and that 
benefits Queenslanders. It is a mechanism to test the substance behind the budget delivered by the 
Treasurer and to hold ministers accountable to the Queenslanders they serve.  

The Premier was elected on a promise of integrity and scrutiny. He promised to reform the 
estimates process so that, in his own words, there would be no government Dorothy Dixers and more 
time would be given to non-government members to ask questions about the budget delivered by the 
government. We did not see such a thing. Time and again, government members asked the same 
Dorothy Dixers that they asked last year. Perhaps they need to look at rephrasing questions so that 
they are not asking the same questions again and again—and each member as well, may I add. There 
has been no change since last year.  
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When we attempted to ask questions of some ministers, their time was taken up by reading 
prewritten statements. Many times, ministers did not even address members seated at the table but 
simply read from a piece of paper, and the prepared answers were not always relevant to what was 
asked. Again, let us talk about the points of order. Many times a point of order was raised before I had 
even had a chance to finish my question. How can someone say my question was out of order when I 
had not finished asking it? Perhaps members of the government need to allow people to finish before 
they take a point of order. That was very clear throughout the process.  

We asked questions on behalf of our communities and Queenslanders who are currently 
suffering under this LNP government. They want to know what the government is doing to support them 
with the cost of living and when it comes to matters such as investment in health care and hospitals. 
Unfortunately, many times those questions were unanswered or simply answered in the way the 
government wanted, which was not very transparent. If this government was truly about delivering for 
Queenslanders, it would not be hiding from the scrutiny of non-government questions. It is the job of an 
opposition to ask questions of the government, and we will continue to do that. We will come back again 
and again, every sitting week and every estimates week, to try to get answers for the people we 
represent and to keep fighting for more funding for them.  

I take this opportunity to thank all of the parliamentary staff who look after us in sitting weeks and 
non-sitting weeks and assist us in the running of this parliament, especially those who ensure that we 
are fed and that things happen very smoothly. I give a call-out to a very special woman, Azra Besic, 
from the parliamentary cleaning team. Azra has served this parliament for over 42 years. I am fortunate 
to be Azra’s member and to represent Azra in state parliament. I thank her for her years of service. I 
know that the work she does behind the scenes is sometimes done quietly, but it does not go unnoticed. 
Thank you, Azra, for the work that you do.  

I also take this opportunity to say that, while the hearings were dominated by points of order that 
were designed to run down the time on the clock, we know that the government continues to fail our 
communities in a lot of aspects, including by not delivering on cost-of-living relief. People in our 
communities continue to suffer because of the decisions being made under this government. 

The Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence refused to 
answer many of the questions that were presented to her. Instead, she ran down the clock. We will 
continue to ask questions about the secrets that the government does not want people to hear about 
because they deserve transparency and they deserve to know why the government continues to make 
decisions that harm Queenslanders. The Labor opposition will continue to fight for Queenslanders. We 
will continue to expose the decisions that the LNP government is making, despite its attempts not to 
answer our questions.  

Mr McCALLUM (Bundamba—ALP) (12.25 pm): I appreciate the opportunity to make a 
contribution to this debate on the estimates process and the subsequent committee reports. I start by 
talking about the fact that the Premier made a promise to Queenslanders and was elected on a platform 
of increasing integrity and scrutiny. Let us talk about both of those things: integrity and scrutiny. This 
parliamentary institution is an integral part and, in fact, is the heart of the democratic process in the 
state of Queensland. To ensure this institution has the appropriate level of checks and balances, the 
integrity of the system should never be lessened. A critical part of that is making sure there is scrutiny 
of the government, which is what the entire estimates process is about.  

The estimates process is supposed to provide an opportunity for accountability and scrutiny that 
is not afforded as Queensland is a unicameral parliament. We do not have an upper house and, 
therefore, we have the committee system. There is no more important job of the committee system than 
the annual examination of the budget and the appropriation bills. When writing about the estimates 
process, the then opposition leader and now Premier wrote— 
• limiting the opportunity for ‘Dorothy Dixer’ questions from Government members which exist simply to allow ministers to 

wind down the clock.  

That has not aged very well.  

I now turn to the member for Moggill, the Leader of the House, who said that the estimates 
process is ‘one of the parliament’s most important accountability mechanisms’. Unfortunately, we are 
yet again seeing an example of this Crisafulli LNP government being all talk and no action. They are 
happy to make all of the promises when they are in opposition and they are happy to get up and speak 
with flowery words, but they cannot deliver on their promises to Queensland. That is a real shame.  
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In my opinion, the 2026 estimates process amounts to another broken promise by the Premier 
to the people of Queensland. A review conducted of the parliament’s 2025 estimates process showed 
that the time allocated to non-government questions went down by an absolutely concerning amount. I 
refer to the statement of reservation to the committee report which shows that in 2024, under the 
equivalent committee back in that parliament, 29.2 per cent of questions were from the government, 
compared to 70.7 per cent from non-government members. Then under the Crisafulli government, we 
see that under the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee in 2025, 41.4 per cent of questions 
were from government members versus only 58.5 per cent from non-government members. That was 
a substantial reduction for that year, and again, in my opinion, we have seen a substantial reduction in 
this year’s estimates process.  

These committees have a very important role to play when it comes to the accountability and 
scrutiny of this government. Unfortunately, this year’s estimates hearings and processes have seen the 
government ducking for cover and shirking their promises to be accountable to the people of 
Queensland.  

Report adopted. 
Clauses 1 to 4, as read, agreed to.  
Schedule 1, as read, agreed to.  

Appropriation Bill  

Governance, Energy and Finance Committee, Report  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Lister): The question is— 

That the report of the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee be adopted.  

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (12.31 pm): I rise to speak to report No. 28 of the Governance, 
Energy and Finance Committee. On 23 June 2026, the Hon. David Janetzki MP, Treasurer, Minister 
for Energy and Minister for Home Ownership, introduced the Appropriation Bill 2026 into the Legislative 
Assembly. The bill was referred to the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee for consideration.  

The appropriation for 2026-27 is $104,658,060,000. The committee’s examination of the bill is in 
relation to the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, the Public Sector Commission, the Office of the 
Governor, the Queensland Audit Office, Queensland Treasury and the Department of Trade, 
Employment and Training. The committee conducted the estimates public hearings and took evidence 
about the proposed expenditure from the Premier, the Treasurer and the Minister for Finance. The 
report summarises the estimates referred to the committee and highlights some of the issues the 
committee examined, including information contained in the budget papers, answers to prehearing 
questions on notice and evidence taken at the hearing. The committee made one recommendation: 
that the proposed expenditure as detailed in the Appropriation Bill 2026 for the committee’s areas of 
responsibility be agreed to by the Legislative Assembly without amendment.  

I turn to some of the questions that are of particular importance to the northern Gold Coast, if I 
may. The first I would like to highlight is a question that I asked the Premier in relation to the budget 
delivering a safer Queensland. One of the aspects of his comments was around the extra funding 
required to build a police-citizens youth club at Pimpama. The PCYC at Pimpama has been a passion 
for me and many in my community for quite some time—in fact, for more than a decade—and we now 
finally have, thanks to the support of the City of Gold Coast, a 50-50 funding package of $30 million. I 
point out that there is absolutely no funding, sadly, from the federal government for this particular 
project. They have scrapped that type of funding completely and utterly.  

I move on to another area of interest for the northern Gold Coast: schooling. There are more kids 
going to school in the Coomera electorate than in any other electorate in the state. We are building yet 
another school. That is right: we are building a Coomera-Pimpama special school. That is in addition 
to the Coomera State Special School that has been in place now for several years, but it is bursting at 
the seams so we need to expand that. By the time the new school is completed we will have 24 schools 
in the current Coomera electorate, housing something in the order of 21,000 students, with another 
2,500 students also going to school outside of the electorate. It is massive in that regard.  

I also spoke to the Treasurer about the ongoing cost-of-living relief. He ran through the 50-cent 
fares that the Crisafulli government has made permanent and the $150 Back to School Boost, at a cost 
of $70.4 million. He also talked about the Play On! program at a cost of $250 million—$200 for each 
individual child. May I say, it was the LNP government in the 2012-2015 period that commenced that 
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program for Queensland’s children, and many children have benefited immensely from that. I also 
asked the Treasurer about funding for—and he also raised—the police-citizens youth club as one that 
is very important to us.  

I will jump now very quickly to one question in particular that I asked the finance minister. It 
related to the investment we are making in the area of export focused businesses. I will not have time, 
sadly, to run through a list of beneficiaries. I will have to include it in another contribution. I commend 
the report to the House.  

Hon. SJ MILES (Murrumba—ALP) (Leader of the Opposition) (12.36 pm): The estimates 
process is supposed to be about accountability. We were promised that the process would be even 
more transparent under this government, but, just like many things under this LNP government, their 
promises did not translate into action. It is meant to be our peek behind the curtain and behind the 
slogans, spin and stage-managed photo opportunities, but the 2026 estimates experience has shown 
the lengths the Crisafulli government will go to in order to prevent real scrutiny. Nowhere was that 
clearer than when we probed how much was being spent on advertising. Wherever you go in 
Queensland, you cannot escape the bluewashing—blue billboards and blue ads on TV and at the 
cinema. Not even toilet doors are immune. It is taxpayer-funded advertising telling Queenslanders how 
wonderful the Crisafulli government thinks the Crisafulli government is. Now we know the scale of it. 
Almost $49 million of taxpayers’ money was spent on whole-of-government advertising last financial 
year—nearly $50 million—at a time when Queensland families are struggling with their bills, when our 
hospitals are being short-changed and when crisis housing is reportedly being cut. When domestic and 
family violence services need every dollar they can get, the Premier can find nearly $50 million for 
advertising.  

The extraordinary thing is that, when we asked where that money went, they could not provide a 
comprehensive breakdown. We asked how much was spent on road safety, on preventive health, on 
the government’s statewide advertising campaign—basic questions breaking down that $50 million of 
taxpayer funding. The director-general could not immediately provide the answers and had to come 
back to the committee.  

That would be bad enough, but what happened across the estimates hearings exposed 
something even worse. Last year when we asked the Premier about individual advertising campaigns 
we were told that those questions belonged with the departments, so this year we asked the 
departments, and what did they tell us? ‘Ask the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.’ In fact, so 
many of the individual departments’ comments were eerily similar, in my view. It reads as though DPC 
wrote those responses, even though they could not respond themselves.  

Even when it came to the independent Police Service, Queenslanders were sent around in 
circles. The justice department said it did not have its advertising figures because advertising was run 
through DPC. Youth Justice gave the same evidence. Yet, when the questions were put centrally, DPC 
could not provide a complete breakdown either, not even to journalists when they asked the same 
questions. That is not transparency; that is a game of Snakes and Ladders: move responsibility from 
one department to another until the clock runs out and nobody has to answer.  

It leaves some important questions unanswered. Did this government spend more on advertising 
Bruce Highway upgrades than on educating Queenslanders on road safety? Did they spend more on 
promoting their delayed hospital projects than on encouraging Queenslanders to get a flu vaccination? 
How much did they spend on educating Queenslanders about domestic, family and sexual violence? 
We know that the DFV prevention campaign had media placement expenditure of around $400,000 last 
financial year. Almost $49 million was spent on government advertising and only $400,000 was spent 
on DFV prevention campaigns.  

Queenslanders deserve to know whether this government is spending more money on promoting 
itself than it is on protecting them. The Premier will probably say that we should have put those 
questions to him, but by all accounts from the government departments it is his DPC that is doing the 
coordinating. The obfuscation around advertising costs is not an isolated incident; it became the 
defining characteristic of this government.  

The Premier promised an open and transparent government; instead we got deflection and 
suppression at the estimates hearings. We asked about advertising and they sent us in circles. We 
asked about domestic and family violence reforms and we were handballed to another minister. We 
asked about decisions made at the heart of government within the department of whole-of-government 
oversight and seemingly that information is not held centrally.  
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Hon. DF CRISAFULLI (Broadwater—LNP) (Premier and Minister for Veterans) (12.41 pm): I start 
by saying how important estimates hearings are and this committee is. It does what we said it would 
do. It strengthens the foundations for a fresh start. It funds the things we need to repair in the state, like 
the health, housing, youth crime and cost-of-living crises which were created by those opposite.  

I will talk a bit about the process because the Leader of the Opposition spoke about it. I think the 
decision to have the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker chair the hearings has been a good one. It has 
brought a great level of transparency. I know that at one stage those opposite sought to criticise that 
decision. They have had to apologise subsequently, which says a lot about their failure to prepare and 
critically analyse. I do believe that it has added to the process.  

I remember how things were. There was the running down of the clock and the pretending to not 
hear things. ‘Who said that again?’ 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Lister): Order! Settle down, members.  
Mr CRISAFULLI: The member for Logan was the gold standard. I remember that. Both the 

Speaker and the Deputy Speaker did a remarkable job. 
Likewise, we have seen an increase in the numbers of days and hours for the hearings. The use 

of the time particularly by the backbench to ask questions for their electorates is a big step forward. 
Again, I remember the time under those opposite and I think this is a much better process.  

The Leader of the Opposition touched on advertising. Again, he only told part of the story, so I 
will repeat what I said during the course of the hearing. It is less than what Labor spent not only in real 
terms but also in hard dollars. It is less. I know that troubles them. We are getting better value for 
money, and I know that it upsets them when they see what the government is doing. I get that.  

I heard what he said about DFV again, and we corrected the record in both hearings. I say to the 
Leader of the Opposition: it would be good for you to do some research and do your homework. Do not 
just read what the kids from level 9 serve up to you. Do some work. When they write ‘smile’, ‘breathe’ 
or ‘be a little less robotic’ in italics, do not read that bit out. That is just for you to make sure you are 
more human-like from time to time. Do the work. 

A government member: Get up earlier.  
Mr CRISAFULLI: Get up earlier. Work harder. Do a bit of work. If he did that, the Leader of the 

Opposition might very well understand that the estimates process is a good one for oppositions if they 
do the work.  

I want to touch on a few more things. With regard to safety where you live and the Making 
Queensland Safer campaign, we have seen victim numbers fall, and there is more to do. We have 
bolstered the front line of police, which is remarkable. The police minister said today that we are inching 
closer to 2,000 recruits. The number of frontline police has increased by over 700, which is a remarkable 
achievement.  

I talk about having easier access to health services, and the health minister should take great 
pride and credit for his estimates hearing and the way he acknowledged the hard work of his staff. It is 
a hallmark of this minister. He has done the work. On the back of the investments and his diligence 
things are heading in the right direction. We have a long way to go. When I look to the other side of the 
chamber, I see a member who said that ambulance ramping would improve within 12 months, but they 
missed the mark by nearly 20 per cent. On this side I see the minister who has nearly achieved his 
target in 18 months. This is a government of delivery, and I commend him and the department on that. 
We also had the scare campaign before the election that did not age very well.  

I turn now to the plan for Queensland’s future and the investments and things that are being 
rolled out. The member for Hinchinbrook is here. Port Hinchinbrook is a classic example because it was 
left to wither on the vine. It will finally see some activity because of this budget.  

I look at transport and the record investment in the Bruce Highway. Those opposite said of the 
partnership, ‘Don’t waste your time. It won’t happen. Canberra will never agree to it.’ They would not 
have agreed, but then the government changed. With that, a different paradigm emerged. The 
relationship is built on respect and, equally, good, healthy confrontation. It is delivering things, and we 
are seeing that across the board.  

Finally, it was a great opportunity to talk about productivity. The housing minister joins us today. 
To see the turnaround in social and community housing numbers is refreshing, as is seeing three record 
quarters in the private sector, which shows that we are heading in the right direction. The estimates 
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hearings process is an important part of that. I thank the ministers for their preparation. I thank all 
members for their questions. I thank the departments for the work they did. The transparency has 
brought a new— 

(Time expired)  

Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (12.46 pm): I may have been a bit of a fool to think that 
the estimates hearings would be a time when the spin would stop and we would get some proper 
answers from those opposite. This year the Treasurer and the finance minister gave us quite the 
highlight reel of questions they simply could not or would not answer. Let’s start with the Treasurer’s 
great consultants savings promise.  

Mr Janetzki: Tick. Done.  

Ms FENTIMAN: I take that interjection from the Treasurer, who said, ‘Tick. Done.’ He and the 
Under Treasurer were unable to point to any department that has saved $7 billion on consultants. For 
months the Treasurer told us they were going to find $7 billion and now he says that they have already 
done it, although there is no evidence of it anywhere. 

Mr Janetzki interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Lister): Treasurer, your interjections are not being taken.  

Ms FENTIMAN: When we got to the estimates hearings, the story completely fell apart. The Under 
Treasurer literally could not answer a single question about where that $7 billion was saved on 
consultants; neither could the CEO of Queensland Treasury Corporation, who is responsible for the 
new Queensland Government Consulting Services. It would seem that they completely abandoned this 
target. After all the rhetoric, the great $7 billion savings plan is gone. The great consultancy crackdown 
is just another hollow promise—more spin from those opposite.  

The Treasurer spent a lot of time during his answers trying to justify this budget and the debt 
bomb. He was not very successful. The numbers speak for themselves. His own budget shows 
Queensland’s total debt climbing to $216½ billion by 2029-30. That is around $35,000 for every 
Queenslander. The ABC reported that, by 2029-30, Queensland will be spending almost $10.9 billion 
every year servicing debt. Their big savings promise has disappeared, debt is out of control and 
somehow the Treasurer wants us to believe that it is all going to plan.  

An honourable member: Tick.  

Ms FENTIMAN: I take that interjection. Clearly, this does not stop the Treasurer from desperately 
trying to convince us that everything is okay. Then there is the credit rating. The Guardian reported 
after the budget that Queensland’s finances were teetering on the edge of a rating downgrade, despite 
the government receiving billions more in royalty revenue. I table that article.  
Tabled paper: Article from The Guardian online, dated 23 June 2026, titled ‘Queensland’s economy teeters on edge of ratings 
downgrade despite coal royalty windfall’ [1433]. 

Do not be fooled when the Treasurer tries to point the finger. The rating agencies have made it 
clear that maintaining Queensland’s credit rating depends on this government delivering the savings 
they promised. Queenslanders are being asked to accept substantial savings measures without any 
evidence or detail to back it up. I am incredibly concerned about what this means for Queensland’s 
credit rating. This is all the Treasurer’s own doing. He cannot blame anyone other than himself. It would 
seem that the finance minister tends to agreed that this is the Treasurer’s fault, because when we asked 
her why she has not even met with the rating agencies in her term as finance minister she effectively 
said, ‘Oh, it’s not my job.’  

Speaking of the finance minister’s job, I still do not think I am any closer to understanding what 
she actually does. In fact, I do not think the minister knows what she does. Last year she needed notes 
to explain to the committee what her job was. This year apparently she still needed some help 
explaining where her savings are going to be met. The Courier-Mail reported that Minister Bates was 
‘grilled’ over a lack of detail in the government’s savings plan. A finance minister unable to provide the 
detail about the government’s own savings plan—there is a bit of a theme happening here. I table that 
article.  
Tabled paper: Article from the Courier-Mail online, dated 22 July 2026, titled ‘Estimates hearing: Minister Ros Bates grilled over 
lack of detail in $520m savings plan’ [1434].  
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Perhaps we should not be surprised. No-one actually thought cutting the highlighters was a 
credible savings plan—even the finance minister, who described herself as the ‘Minister for Stationery’.  

Let’s talk about the skills matrix that may or may not exist for government appointments to the 
Queensland Investment Corporation board. I am pretty sure we can all agree that it is a pretty big, 
important board. Earlier this year the government appointed former federal Liberal leader Peter Dutton. 
At estimates we asked what I thought was a pretty basic question: did this appointment fill identified 
gaps in QIC’s skills matrix? The Under Treasurer could not confirm it. In fact, he could not even confirm 
that a matrix existed. Think about that. These are appointments to the board of an organisation 
managing billions of dollars. This matters. Again, we got more spin from the Treasurer and the finance 
minister and no answers from any of the bureaucrats about whether or not a skills matrix even existed.  

Last year I stood here and said that this government could not define transparency but they sure 
could dodge it. Twelve months later, not much has changed at all.  

Hon. DC JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for 
Home Ownership) (12.51 pm): I thank the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee and all of the 
committees for their detailed examination of the Crisafulli government’s second budget. I was pleased 
to appear before the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee to discuss my portfolio areas.  

The budget I handed down just over two months ago enables us to continue to deliver the fresh 
start that Queenslanders voted for. It strengthens the foundations laid last year in our first budget—
foundations laid to repair a decade of fiscal vandalism under Labor that left us on a road to a rating 
downgrade while saving the jobs and services that the former government did not budget for.  

During the estimates process the government outlined how the budget enables the government 
across all line agencies to deliver what we promised we would. We are doing it despite the challenges 
put on us by the economic fallout of the war in Iran, the constant and regular cost shifting out of 
Canberra, and the legacy of the fiscal vandalism left by those opposite.  

During the estimates process we detailed our record $119.2 billion capex program to support 
Queensland’s future growth, the largest ongoing cost-of-living relief package in Queensland’s history 
of $9.3 billion, a pathway to surplus and a total state debt of $74 billion, lower than the debt trajectory 
those opposite left Queensland on the track to achieving. We have grown the Public Service by 8,693 
frontline workers—99.6 per cent of those on the front line. That is in sharp contrast to the last two years 
of the former government that was operating at an increase of 6.5 per cent and 17 per cent of new 
public servants in corporate roles, not on the front line. We are continuing that investment into frontline 
services.  

What does the budget not include? The budget does not include new or increased taxes. That is 
what our budget does not include, whereas those opposite in their budget did—and they did their job 
regularly.  

Mrs Gerber: They never met a Queenslander they didn’t want to tax.  
Mr JANETZKI: I take the interjection from the member for Currumbin. They never met a tax they 

did not want to introduce or lift—one of the two, right? Those opposite had it well and truly covered.  
In the last couple of minutes I will turn to an examination of the statement of reservation because 

there is a whole range of errors, inconsistencies and fallacies from those opposite. I am going to quickly 
run through just a couple of them, as it would take a very long time to run through all of them. I will start 
with the Parliamentary Budget Office. A consistent theme of those opposite is that they cannot read 
budget papers. They do not have the ability or the desire to understand the detail, as we saw from the 
member for Waterford, who cannot even read a MYFER document from 18 months ago that talked 
about the booking of consultant and contractor savings into the process, but we are just getting started. 
That is why we set up the Queensland Government Consulting Services and that is why we are 
continuing to build capability into the Public Service. They cannot read the budget papers around the 
Parliamentary Budget Office. It is in there. They are not paying attention. They are asking these 
questions. There is funding in there for the Parliamentary Budget Office, but they could not find it.  

The member for Bundamba is all confused about the CopperString project. There is funding in 
the budget for the CopperString project. They got it wrong. They said in 2025-26 it would be 
$13.9 billion. That was not our costing; that was their costing. That was their costing to build 
CopperString. They cannot even recognise what was in the budget. We are going to save CopperString 
and we are going to build it. If the member for Bundamba needs some help reading the budget papers, 
the funding for CopperString is in Budget Paper 2, page 102, table 7.8. I am going to give that again to 
the member for Bundamba. I am just getting started.  
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Can you believe that those opposite talked about a cost-of-living sham? That is how much they 
disrespect the Queensland people and the cost-of-living relief that we offered in this budget—
$9.3 billion. Do you know what is a sham, Mr Deputy Speaker? Pretending that they are funding 50-cent 
fares—that is a sham. Pretending that they are funding Play On! vouchers—that is a sham. Saying that 
they were freezing household energy rebates in their last budget—that is a sham. We make no 
apologies for standing with Queenslanders, supporting them in their hour of need and doing our bit in 
the national affordability crisis. Those opposite just run errors, inconsistencies and fallacies.  

Mr McCALLUM (Bundamba—ALP) (12.56 pm): What a pleasure it is to follow the Treasurer after 
that borderline delusional contribution to the debate on this committee report. The best compliment I 
could possibly give the Treasurer is that he was the only minister who got every single one of his 
answers to questions on notice in on time. Well done! I will pay that. That certainly compares very 
favourably to the Premier and the Deputy Premier. Almost a quarter of theirs—22 per cent—were late.  

Turning to the estimates hearing in relation to the energy portfolio, we saw yet again another 
year of the Crisafulli government ducking any responsibility, ducking any accountability, running away 
from scrutiny, scurrying to and hiding in their little corners, and needing to use the procedures of the 
House to frustrate any proper examination of the budget papers.  

I will start with the government’s signature energy policy—their supposed Energy Maintenance 
Guarantee, which seems to be escalating at around $200 million per year. Taxpayers have been 
funding this much vaunted Energy Maintenance Guarantee by an extra $200 million a year since it has 
been in existence. What has that delivered, apart from higher bills? It has delivered an exploding power 
station at Callide! Last year that blew up.  

Mr Head: It blew up under your watch! Come on! You’re trying to rewrite history.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Lister): Order, member for Callide!  

Mr McCALLUM: Oh, I am getting to it. They do not like it, Mr Deputy Speaker. I am coming to it. 
Take the bait. 

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! It is almost lunchtime. Can we just take a chill pill. The member 
for Bundamba has the call.  

Mr McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I appreciate your protection because I am 
going for another Callide explosion over there. We will see how we go. Under their watch the Callide 
Power Station blew up again. What I am about to say demonstrates the lengths to which this 
government will go to avoid any kind of accountability and the disdain with which they treat the people 
of Queensland. During the hearings we found out there have been secret negotiations underway for 
the government to buy back part of the privatised Callide station. There was an offer such that, if there 
were a sale, the JV partners would not take legal action against the government for the explosion at the 
Callide Power Station that happened under their watch.  

Debate, on motion of Mr McCallum, adjourned.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm. 

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST  

Crisafulli LNP Government, Performance  
Hon. SJ MILES (Murrumba—ALP) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.00 pm): The 2026 estimates 

hearings shone a light on a pattern of behaviour by the Crisafulli LNP government. Over two weeks we 
saw their preoccupation with messaging and spin while failing to deliver important services for 
Queenslanders. Time and again we exposed a government reducing funding, silencing those who 
speak out against it and spinning it away. We have seen it in domestic and family violence services, we 
have seen it in homelessness support services, we have seen it in our hospitals, and now we are seeing 
something even more disturbing: community organisations and advocates afraid to speak publicly 
because they fear this government will take their funding away. These are organisations that support 
women escaping violence, children who need protection and Queenslanders who have nowhere safe 
to sleep. They should never have to choose between advocating for people who need them and keeping 
their doors open, but that is the culture this Premier is manifesting—a state where the government 
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manages the message while vulnerable Queenslanders manage the consequences. The Premier 
promised openness and transparency. He promised to listen to experts. He said that his word would 
mean something. Instead, delivery is replaced by reported cuts, secrecy and suppression.  

The LNP’s 2026 budget allocated $340 million for domestic and family violence prevention, some 
$40 million less than the year before. The government says that some of that reduction reflects 
time-limited Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce measures. I do not think there should be an expiry 
date on women’s safety when women continue to die at the hands of their partners or ex-partners. As 
if a reported $40 million cut was not bad enough, we revealed at estimates that a further $10.56 million 
was reallocated from domestic and family violence services like support for victim-survivors and 
counselling. The minister herself defended moving that money elsewhere in her portfolio. When her 
director-general was asked whether every dollar redirected went to domestic violence victims she could 
not guarantee that it did. Think about that. 

At a time when women and children are dying, when they are fleeing violent homes and frontline 
service providers are dealing with overwhelming demand, the minister responsible is taking money 
allocated to victim-survivor support and counselling and spending it somewhere else. That is not 
prioritising women’s safety; that is short-changing Queensland women. This is the same minister who 
was accused of suppressing a report commissioned by her own domestic, family and sexual violence 
working group. She established this group and then kept their report secret. The report explicitly 
documents women saying that perpetrators’ needs were being put ahead of their own safety, that 
domestic violence orders were not being properly enforced and that the housing crisis was leaving 
women trapped with their abusers. Sadly, it is a crisis this government is in no haste to act on.  

In the meantime women and children are dying, including Djuarn Baker-Adams, Julia Brunsdon, 
Jana Armstrong and Mallorie Roberts. I want to extend my condolences to the families of these women 
and their communities who are still grieving. This week also marks a year since Carra Luke was 
allegedly murdered at the hands of her partner. This morning my Labor team and I put serious questions 
to the government on their response to the escalating domestic violence crisis. Their response was 
laughter. I table a Courier-Mail headline from this morning.  
Tabled paper: Extract from media article, undated, titled ‘Laughter at question over DV news report’. [1435]  

We do not know how many of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce recommendations have 
been completed or how many are yet to commence, and we are seemingly no closer to having a register 
of high-risk DV offenders. I table that report too.  
Tabled paper: Extracts from media article, undated, titled ‘Camm peppered on register of high-risk DV offenders’ and ‘Camm 
dodges questions over progress on recommendations’ [1436].  

It is just not good enough. Then there is homelessness; a crisis that is visibly increasing, pushing 
more vulnerable people into our parks, into their cars and on to the streets. The Crisafulli government 
is trying to spin that these people are going into homes and that is the reason $42 million less funding 
was provided this year to organisations helping the people who have nowhere else to turn, the ones 
finding emergency accommodation and helping families sleeping in tents or in their cars. Some of these 
cuts were so significant they were labelled as ‘politically sensitive’ in the government’s own spreadsheet 
that was leaked to the opposition. You cannot claim to be acting to address the housing crisis while 
actively underfunding it. The demand has not gone away; you cannot separate homelessness from 
domestic violence. A woman cannot leave a violent home if there is nowhere safe for her to go. A child 
cannot escape danger if the child safety services supposed to protect them are being asked to do more 
with less. These are not just numbers on a spreadsheet; they are decisions of this government and they 
have consequences.  

It was revealed that even the health system is being short-changed. The health minister spends 
his time boasting about a record headline health budget, but we revealed at estimates what was really 
happening underneath the headline. In March hospital and health services were given draft service 
agreements containing more growth funding. Then those agreements were revoked and new 
agreements were issued with less growth funding. Metro North HHS CEO Nick Steel confirmed it and 
Sunshine Coast HHS CEO Dr Peter Gillies confirmed it. Dr Gillies had told his own staff that the 
situation was ‘grim’ and that there was ‘effectively no growth for the year’—something he said he had 
never seen before. Queensland is growing, our population is aging, more Queenslanders are 
presenting to emergency departments and more Queenslanders need specialist care, yet somehow the 
Crisafulli government expects our hospitals to keep doing more without properly funding that growth. 
That is not delivering for Queensland; that is delivering for your bottom line.  
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The Premier promised Queenslanders better health services. Instead his government revoked 
funding offers and took service agreements off the table. Only last week did we truly understand why 
so many people are afraid to say anything about it publicly. The Courier-Mail spoke separately to 12 
advocates across child safety, domestic violence prevention, youth justice and housing. These terrified 
advocates spoke anonymously because they feared the consequences after threats to funding and 
future government contracts from ministers and their chiefs of staff. More advocates have since come 
forward after the Premier claimed that those conversations were not about speaking to the media but 
instead about underperformance.  

Government funding pays for services, but, as former Speaker John Mickel said, that funding 
does not buy silence. Community organisations are not an extension of the Premier’s ever expanding 
spin unit. Their job is not to make the Premier look good; it is to stand up for the Queenslanders they 
represent. Sometimes advocacy means telling a minister or a government something it does not want 
to hear. A good government listens rather than shouts them down. Strong leaders can withstand 
criticism and invite scrutiny because it makes policy better. Generally, that is called consultation. 
However, this Premier has such a glass draw that criticism is treated as disloyalty and— 

Mr Bleijie: It’s ‘jaw’, not ‘draw’. 
Mr MILES: Correct: he has a glass jaw. I take that interjection. The result is a culture of fear. 

Those opposite have proven time and again that their promises mean nothing, that their calls for 
transparency and openness were hollow. They continue to hide the final Women’s Safety and Justice 
Taskforce update. That is a real shame.  

Labor Party, Performance 
Hon. JP BLEIJIE (Kawana—LNP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations) (2.10 pm): We have not been here for 
about eight weeks, since parliament last sat, and I must say that I was expecting more from the Leader 
of the Opposition today.  

Mrs Poole: Well, lower those expectations.  
Mr BLEIJIE: I take the interjection. My expectations were somewhat low, but even I had higher 

expectations that the Leader of the Opposition and his team—the most well-resourced opposition in 
Australia—would have had the time to get a strategy for question time that actually meant something 
or did something to the government. The Leader of the Opposition continually shows why he is not up 
to the job. He is just not up to the job. He had 10 minutes— 

Mr Miles interjected.  
Mr BLEIJIE: No. Leadership is also about telling the truth, mate.  
Opposition members interjected.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Listen to them. They do not even believe it. They do not even believe he can do it. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Direct your comments through the chair, please, Deputy 

Premier.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. In his contribution he tabled an article which was 

completely out of context, but that is what the Labor Party do. They are an opposition that just whinge 
and whine and do not look.  

Mr Crisafulli interjected.  
Mr BLEIJIE: I take the interjection: there have been scare campaigns and spin. In opposition, 

you need to have a bit of get-up-and-go and a bit of excitement. You also actually have to believe what 
you say, but he just cannot do it. There were members in the Labor Party who spoke a while back, and 
one of his MPs said in the media— 
Being a social media influencer is no substitute for doing the hard policy work that’s required.  

... 

There is a growing sense of frustration at the lack of engagement and energy in that space and ... it’s now manifesting in people 
saying we don’t have direction.  

They are not my words. Look around, mate. Look around, opposition leader. One of the 
opposition leader’s own comrades said he should do less on social media and show a bit more energy 
and a bit more policy direction—because God knows he did not have it for 10 years when he had the 
opportunity.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_141023
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_141023


25 Aug 2026 Matters of Public Interest 2409 

 

  
 

I must say that he is doing a lot of rewriting of history. He talks about housing and he talks about 
domestic and family violence. He failed to mention that we are providing 45 per cent more funding for 
domestic violence prevention than Labor did in their last budget. If only the Leader of the Opposition 
was in a position where he could have done something about it! Oh, he was; he was the premier of the 
state, and the guy next to him was the treasurer and deputy premier! If only they could have funded 
domestic and family violence prevention with the new spirit they want there. If only they could have cut 
a cheque back then. Well, they could have, they should have and they did not. It is this government 
that has increased funding for domestic and family violence prevention and support for victims across 
the state.  

He talks about housing, but I want to quote two statistics from his own housing document. This 
is the Labor Party leader’s document, not mine. It states— 
The number of Queenslanders experiencing persistent homelessness more than doubled between 2018-19 and 2024-25, from 
around 4,200 to over 9,900.  

Who was in government, Leader of the Opposition? It was not the Liberal National Party; the 
Labor Party was in government. His own document highlights his failures in the housing crisis. He just 
talked about homelessness in his contribution. Here is another statistic from his own document— 
Brisbane was among the least affordable capital cities to buy in, with dwelling values up 66.9 per cent between March 2020 and 
October 2024.  

He was so complimentary of the Liberal National Party government that he actually stopped his 
statistic at the election when he lost office. He said Brisbane was among the least affordable capital 
cities. That was Labor’s bad legacy.  

Mr Miles: What’s happened since then?  
Mr BLEIJIE: I will tell you what has happened since then, because it is in his document as well. 

Thank you for the interjection. I take the interjection and I will quote again. The document states— 
Queensland dwelling approvals grew over the year to February 2026 ...  

We were in government. The only positive in his housing document is when this LNP was in 
government. The rest is a history of the Labor housing crisis. He has failed in government and he is 
continuing to fail as the opposition leader. We know it, his backbench know it and his shadow ministers 
know it, and that is why he is not going to last much longer. There is nothing in the opposition leader. 
He should give something, give a bit of energy, give us something at least. Come on! 

(Time expired)  

Crisafulli LNP Government, Performance 
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (2.15 pm): I rise in the 

House this afternoon because the last few weeks, including two weeks of estimates hearings, gave 
Queenslanders something the Premier never intended them to have: the truth. For two weeks, as part 
of the estimates committee process, ministers of the Crisafulli government sat before committees and 
were asked simple questions about the people they were supposed to protect—women fleeing violence, 
children in state care and families with nowhere left to sleep at night. For two weeks, Queenslanders 
watched this LNP government fail the test, one question at a time.  

Let’s start with domestic and family violence, because there is no more urgent issue facing this 
House and Queenslanders. Four women have been killed in this state in just 45 days: Djuarn 
Baker-Adams, Julia Brunsdon, Jana Armstrong and Mallorie Jane Roberts. I say to the LNP, who 
always cloak themselves in the names of victims: say their names. I say that to the LNP: say the names 
of four women killed in 45 days. Those four families are now living what Djuarn’s mother described as 
a nightmare no-one should have to live. Every one of those families deserved better from the Crisafulli 
LNP government.  

What have the last few weeks revealed? Media reporting has revealed that there has been a 
reduction of close to $40 million from domestic and family violence prevention in this state. Additionally, 
$10½ million earmarked for victim support and counselling was quietly redirected elsewhere in the 
minister’s portfolio. The minister’s own director-general could not guarantee that money would reach 
victims at all.  

When four women died, what was the LNP’s response? A one-off $3.3 million cash splash split 
five ways which was dismissed by campaigners as a drop in the ocean. The government cannot reduce 
funding by $40 million, as has been reported, and hand back $3 million and call that delivering for 
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Queensland. They cannot leave domestic violence victims waiting on hold for the police to respond and 
call that delivering for Queensland, but they can spend $50 million LNP bluewashing Queensland in 
wall-to-wall advertising. The LNP calls that ‘delivering for Queensland’. Even at the Ekka, no 
Queenslander was safe from LNP blue propaganda.  

More than four years after the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce handed down 89 urgent 
recommendations, Queenslanders are still waiting for a register of high-risk offenders that could save 
lives. We got nothing from the minister in question time today. The Premier promised Queenslanders 
exact numbers on reform implementation at estimates, and Queenslanders still wait. I turn to child 
safety, a portfolio that the minister told the House had ‘turned a corner’; it has turned a corner—into a 
brick wall, because the data says otherwise. Then there is homelessness, and on it goes.  

It brings me to the pattern that the estimates process now confirmed beyond doubt: this is an 
LNP government that punishes the messenger. A dozen frontline advocates—in child safety, domestic 
violence, youth justice and housing—have called it ‘getting LNP-ed’. This from a Premier who once 
declared that when governments give up on integrity they give up on governing for Queensland. I say 
to the Premier: have a go at reading your own words back.  

This is not a government that has turned a corner. This is not a government that has drawn a line 
in the sand. This is a government that has been caught out failing to act to protect women fleeing 
domestic violence, children in broken care, families without a home and then threatens the very people 
trying to help them. They threaten them into silence if they dare speak out. This is a contradiction right 
at the heart of the LNP. The rhetoric says one thing and the decisions do something else. Governments 
buy service delivery; they do not buy silence.  

A government that cannot tolerate criticism is a government that stops learning. A government 
that creates fear among the people working closest to vulnerable Queenslanders risks ensuring that 
bad news never reaches the decision-makers who need to hear it. Welcome to the LNP! That is why 
integrity matters—not as an abstract principle, not as an LNP slogan on a campaign brochure. Integrity 
matters because transparency exposes problems before they can become catastrophes. It allows 
advocates to speak up. Integrity is not about controlling what Queenslanders hear; it is about having 
the courage to hear the truth—the courage the LNP never has. 

(Time expired)  

Youth Crime  
Hon. LJ GERBER (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister 

for Corrective Services) (2.20 pm): We promised to deliver strong laws to restore safety where 
Queenslanders live after a decade of the previous Labor government weakening our laws and putting 
the rights of offenders before the rights of victims. After a decade of Labor making breach of bail not an 
offence, of closing the court to victims and their families, and of ensuring that detention was a last resort, 
Queenslanders were calling for change. They were calling for strong laws, but it fell on deaf ears when 
it came to those opposite. Those opposite watched as serious repeat offenders consistently did not 
receive consequences for actions. 

The Crisafulli government is delivering and acting. We have delivered Adult Crime, Adult Time 
and we will build on those strong laws by reforming Labor’s broken bail laws. Queenslanders have told 
us to keep going and we will. These laws have come directly from Queensland communities. Our MPs 
have been fighting for stronger bail laws because they have heard far too many times the horrific 
situations victims have been left in as a result of the decade of the youth crime crisis created by Labor.  

I have spoken to victims of crime time and time again who have been calling for bail reform. I 
speak of victims like Cindy Micallef, whose mother, Vyleen White— 

Ms Grace: Oh, yeah. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Member for McConnel.  
Mrs GERBER: I hear the member for McConnel groaning. She is groaning. Is she kidding me? 

Vyleen White died at the hands of a repeat youth offender.  
Ms GRACE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take offence and I ask that it be 

withdrawn. Secondly, the minister is not in his correct seat.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, the member has taken personal offence. Would you 

withdraw?  
Mrs GERBER: I withdraw.  
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I remind all members there is only one person with the call and, if you 
want to interject, you need to be in your seat.  

Mrs GERBER: Vyleen White died at the hands of a repeat youth offender on bail. Cindy said 
that if our laws had been in place it may have made all the difference. Victims should not have to pay 
the price for Labor’s weak bail laws and this government has made a choice to stand on the side of 
victims. That is why this week we are introducing the strongest bail laws in the nation. If an offender, 
adult or youth, commits a serious crime—an Adult Crime, Adult Time offence—they will go to jail for a 
minimum mandatory period of 12 months. We know that Labor’s youth crime policies have failed 
Queenslanders and they led us into this crime crisis in the first place. We know they want to raise the 
age of criminal responsibility to 14, meaning that serious violent offending by 10-year-olds, 12-year-olds 
or 13-year-olds will not have any consequences for their actions. We know they want to remove 
mandatory minimum sentences for criminal offences. It is written in black and white in their policy 
document. Their own deputy leader, the member for Woodridge, has said mandatory minimum 
sentences do not make a difference. That is what the member for Woodridge said.  

This weekend the Labor Party has a choice. The Labor opposition has a choice to make at their 
state conference, and we know their state conference is binding on them. The policy choices, the 
decisions they make at their state party political conference, are binding on them. They currently have 
a policy platform to raise the age of criminal responsibility. They want to get rid of mandatory minimums. 
They want to bring back detention as a last resort. They do not support breach of bail. We know the 
member for Waterford called breach of bail a joke in 2022. We know that the Leader of the Opposition 
has said that they will not implement it. The Leader of the Opposition in 2020 when he was in fact the 
deputy premier said that his government has no intention of implementing breach-of-bail laws. That is 
their position; that is what they want to go back to.  

At their state party conference on the weekend they have a clear choice to make. I am calling on 
those opposite to come forward and tell Queenslanders how they are going to vote and what they really 
think, because after 10 years of weakening our youth crime laws they have not changed. Instead of 
learning from their failures, they want to go back in time and do it all over again, because they do not 
believe in strong laws. They have failed victims before and they will do it again. The Leader of the 
Opposition needs to front up to victims and explain why his caucus is putting the rights of offenders 
before the rights of victims. He needs to explain why his policy platform wants to raise the age of criminal 
responsibility, wants to do away with mandatory minimums and wants to bring back detention as a last 
resort, why they stand on the side of criminals and why they will not stand with victims.  

Queenslanders know where the Crisafulli government stands. We are delivering the nation’s 
strongest bail laws to restore safety to communities and we will not be lectured to by the same Labor 
Party who weakened Queensland youth crime laws for a decade and saw victim numbers increase 
193 per cent. I repeat: 193 cent. On the weekend the Labor Party have their caucus and we know that 
their policies are binding on them, so they have a choice this weekend. They can tell Queenslanders 
where they really stand right now or they can go into their party conference and say one thing that is 
different.  

It is very simple: Labor put offenders first, whereas we put victims first. Labor weakened 
Queensland’s bail laws while we are strengthening them. Labor removed consequences for actions 
while we are restoring them.  

Domestic and Family Violence  
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (2.26 pm): I heard the minister talk a lot about Labor’s 

state conference this weekend and all of the things that are going to be in our platform. I remind the 
minister that, in fact, the LNP state conference and their policy platform, which is also binding on the 
LNP government, voted to remove paid leave for domestic and family violence victims. I look forward 
to the minister explaining to Queenslanders her position on paid domestic and family violence leave. I 
look forward to them introducing that bill. The Labor opposition will strongly oppose it because those of 
us on this side of the House will always fight for paid leave for victims of domestic and family violence.  

We have a crisis here in Queensland when it comes to domestic and family violence. In just over 
a month four Queensland women have allegedly been killed by a current or former partner—four 
women, four families shattered, four communities that are grieving. They were Djuarn Baker-Adams, 
Julia Brunsdon, Jana Armstrong and Mallorie Jane Roberts. These women’s lives mattered. They 
mattered and their deaths were preventable—preventable because DV prevention is critical.  
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We have a full-blown crisis. It is happening right now. Queenslanders should quite rightly expect 
some urgency from the LNP government. However, when it comes to domestic and family violence 
prevention we have seen $40 million ripped away from the budget. We should be able to expect a 
minister for the prevention of domestic and family violence to understand the gravity of the job and fight 
for more funding and prevention, not less.  

We have seen that funding—$40 million less budgeted this year than last year—go from 
$379.2 million allocated last year to $340.7 million this year. No matter how they want to frame that, it 
is less money going towards domestic and family violence prevention. At estimates we discovered 
another $10 million was reallocated from domestic and family violence victim support to other parts of 
the minister’s portfolio. A total of $50 million was taken away from domestic and family violence 
prevention and domestic and family violence victims all while services are telling us they are 
experiencing unprecedented demand, all while women are being turned away and told to wait, all while 
women are being killed.  

What do we see from the minister responsible? After weeks of pressure and hiding from the 
media, the minister announced a one-off $3.3 million injection for the five services. Of course these 
services welcome every additional dollar, but they cannot take $50 million out of the system and expect 
applause when they announce a drop in the ocean for a handful of services. This is not the serious 
response we need to the crisis.  

When we finally had an opportunity to ask the minister the questions that Queenslanders wanted 
answers to at estimates, what did we get? We got excuses. We got deflection. We got blame. Even 
after the Premier himself told us that the minister would provide an update on the Women’s Safety and 
Justice Taskforce at estimates, Minister Camm could not and did not provide it. She did not even 
acknowledge the victim-survivors who were in the room, who contributed to the taskforce to see the 
system changed and who wanted to hear an update.  

This morning in question time the minister tried to say that I was not interested in her giving an 
update. I am more than interested in getting an update but I am also asking the minister to listen to the 
question that I asked. We asked about the number of recommendations and where they were up to in 
terms of implementation because that is what the Premier promised she would provide. I do not know 
about you, Mr Deputy Speaker Krause, but I certainly did not hear a number provided at any point at 
estimates or this morning in question time.  

During estimates I asked the minister to table an update. We did not get that. Victim-survivors 
did not get that. Instead of listening to the question and providing a legitimate answer, the minister 
accused those raising concerns—that is, the Labor opposition and the media—as running a shameful 
scare campaign. Asking where money has gone is not a scare campaign.  

There is also a disturbing pattern emerging here. Community organisations being hauled into 
ministers’ offices being told that their funding is at risk if they dare criticise this government. You cannot 
fix a crisis by silencing those on the front line of it.  

Crime, Bail Laws  
Mr CHIESA (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (2.31 pm): During the Hinchinbrook by-election, one of the 

clearest messages I heard from my community was that they wanted more action on crime. They could 
see Adult Crime, Adult Time was starting to make a difference, but they also told me very clearly that 
there is more to do. One issue that came up time and again was bail. People were sick and tired of the 
revolving door. They were sick and tired of seeing offenders arrested, released on bail, breach that bail, 
offend again and create another victim. My community told me that bail has to mean something and 
they were right.  

Queensland did not arrive at this point by accident. Under the former Labor government victim 
numbers rose by 193 per cent. Labor repeatedly weakened our youth justice laws, they removed breach 
of bail as an offence for youth, they reinstated detention as a last resort and they watered down 
consequences, and they did it proudly. As a result, the number of serious repeat offenders increased 
by 65 per cent between 2018 and 2023—from 442 to 728. In 2022-23, that group was responsible for 
55 per cent of all proven youth crime. That is Labor’s legacy.  

In our region the problem is very real. Recent figures showed youth offenders breached their bail 
conditions more than 12 times on average over a single year in 2025—more than 12 times. At what 
point does a bail condition actually become a condition? At what point do we say enough is enough? 
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To victims whose home has been broken into, whose car has been stolen, whose business has been 
smashed up or whose family has been terrorised, that is not a statistic; that is their life. That is where 
Labor completely lost touch with communities like mine. 

When North Queenslanders raised the alarm, the then Labor government told them they were 
wrong. Labor MPs described the youth crime crisis as a ‘media beat-up’. We had the now Leader of the 
Opposition complain that television news was ‘addicted to CCTV footage of crime’. Think about how 
that sounded to a family sitting at home watching footage of their own car being stolen. The problem 
was not CCTV. The problem was crime and the Labor Party’s weak laws.  

North Queenslanders do not need to be lectured about what we were seeing with our own eyes. 
They need a government prepared to listen to them and act. This is the difference with the Crisafulli 
government. We listen. When Queenslanders tell us more needs to be done, we keep working. This is 
why we have committed to Breach Bail, Go to Jail— 

Ms Bush interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Member for Cooper! 
Mr CHIESA:—as the next phase of Adult Crime, Adult Time. Breach of bail was born in the 

regions. It is the voices of regional Queenslanders who will see this legislation become a reality. This 
government has listened and we will deliver the toughest bail laws in the country. If an offender is given 
bail by the court and then goes out and commits another serious offence there must be a consequence. 
Bail is a privilege. It is not a licence to keep offending. Those opposite can and will criticise— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr CHIESA:—like they are now—every move this government makes on crime, but all of a 

sudden they have rediscovered their concern for youth justice from the safety of opposition.  
Ms Bush interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cooper, you are warned under the standing orders.  
Mr CHIESA: When it comes to crime they have no credibility—zero. Ultimately, the debate should 

not be about the Labor Party. It should be about the victims. I have spoken to victims of crime across 
my community. For some, what happened to them lasted minutes, but the consequences for them have 
lasted a lifetime. An offender may eventually finish their sentence but victims never truly do. They live 
with the trauma. They might replace their car or repair the door. They might put cameras around their 
home. Do you know what they do? They check every noise at night. They change the way they live. 
This is why the starting point must be community safety and the rights of victims. Stronger bail laws are 
only one part of what this government is doing. We are delivering stronger laws. We are putting more 
police on the front line. We are investing in early intervention because stopping a young person entering 
a life of crime in the first place is far better than dealing with the consequences later. We are investing 
in rehabilitation. We need all four.  

We are seeing the signs that this is working. Victim numbers are down by 9.6 per cent, but we 
are not declaring victory. We know there is more to do. Driving through the region recently I was 
reminded of the Labor Party’s legacy. Around our sporting fields and parks are enormous rocks placed 
around the perimeter. They are not there to beautify the park. They were there to stop stolen cars being 
driven across the fields and ovals. Think about that: communities having to spend money putting 
physical barriers around the parks our kids play in because stolen vehicles were being driven through 
them. These rocks are a physical reminder of what happened when the Labor Party lost control of 
community safety.  

The people of Hinchinbrook have told me clearly what they expect: keep going, make bail mean 
something, put victims first and restore consequences for actions. That is exactly what I will continue 
fighting for and that is exactly what the Crisafulli government will continue to deliver.  

Community Safety 
Ms McMILLAN (Mansfield—ALP) (2.36 pm): I want to begin with the people who are not in this 

chamber: the child victim of daily domestic violence and their mother; the young person in residential 
care who is asking whether anything will ever change; the woman fleeing violence who needs 
somewhere safe to go; the victim-survivor who was brave enough to speak but was silenced; and the 
frontline worker immersed in a system of failures without access to the information they need to do their 
job. They are speaking, they are warning us and they are asking to be heard, but increasingly what I 
am hearing from Queenslanders is that they feel invisible.  
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We are listening and it is our job to give Queenslanders a voice. It is our job to hold this 
government to account when the evidence tells us that something is going terribly wrong. So today I 
ask the minister a question that goes to the heart of her responsibilities. After almost two years in office, 
are Queensland’s most vulnerable safer today than they were when this minister took responsibility for 
their lives and their services?  

After almost two years, Queenslanders deserve more than announcements. They deserve more 
than excuses. They deserve more than finger pointing. They deserve more than empty promises to fix 
a system that remains in crisis. They deserve results. They deserve a government that is prepared to 
listen when the truth is uncomfortable. The evidence is becoming harder and harder to ignore. Children 
are still waiting; victim-survivors are still waiting; frontline organisations are still waiting. The 
independent voices whose job it is to tell government what is really happening are telling us that they 
are being silenced.  

That is where the minister’s record must be judged. The estimates hearing was the first genuine 
opportunity to extract just how severe the Unify assessment backlog was and the answers were 
shocking. Some 8,140 assessments were in progress. As at 30 June 2026, at the time of the hearing, 
that was almost a month out of date. Most shocking was that 78.8 per cent of them were yet to be 
commenced—6,414. That is 6,414 children in the queue to get help that they may urgently need. With 
the corporate data finally published it highlighted significant failings under the watch of Minister Camm 
and the LNP government but it also exposed the numbers they are not counting. At estimates this 
government could not provide the committee with the number of children harmed in their care.  

At a time when Queenslanders, particularly women and children, continue to lose their lives at 
the hands of domestic partners, we have an LNP government that is actively reducing the funding 
available to the sector. In turn, in this time of need, organisations and frontline supports need to do 
more with less. Almost $40 million was cut from DV prevention funding. The director-general confirmed 
during estimates that $10.569 million had been reallocated from DV services to other family initiatives. 
These are real funding decisions. They deserve real scrutiny. When the sector raises concerns the 
answer should be to listen, not to dismiss the concerns as a scare campaign.  

The minister has also been criticised over transparency around the hundreds of 
recommendations of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce. The government received a progress 
report in June but did not release the full document. Instead, Queenslanders were given limited 
information about progress on a small number of initiatives. After almost two years, the minister needs 
to take accountability for the litany of failures under her watch.  

A government does not demonstrate strength by silencing criticism; it demonstrates strength by 
being willing to listen. It does not demonstrate confidence by hiding uncomfortable data; it demonstrates 
confidence by publishing it. It does not demonstrate that it cares about vulnerable Queenslanders by 
silencing them; it demonstrates it by showing them that their lives are actually getting better. The 
minister has been given almost two years but children are still waiting, victim-survivors are still waiting, 
frontline organisations are still waiting and Queenslanders are still waiting for the transparency, the 
accountability and the results they were promised. They deserve better.  

Crime, Bail Laws  
Mrs POOLE (Mundingburra—LNP) (2.41 pm): In October 2024, Queenslanders spoke loudly and 

clearly: they voted for a fresh start for Queensland after a decade of decline under the former Labor 
government that left Queensland with a cost-of-living crisis, a housing crisis, a health crisis and a crime 
crisis. The LNP Crisafulli government prioritised safety where you live with our Making Queensland 
Safer Laws. We promised that we would deliver the first tranche of Adult Crime, Adult Time before 
Christmas 2024, and we did—13 December 2024. We are a government that does what it says it will 
do. Plus, two further tranches strengthened Adult Crime, Adult Time: Jack’s Law and Daniel’s Law. 
Everything that we do as a government is about strengthening the laws. It is about restoring 
consequences for actions and putting the rights of victims first.  

Under the former Labor government, during their decade of crime and chaos, we saw victim 
numbers rise 193 per cent. There were 289,657 victims in Labor’s last full year in government. We will 
continue to be a voice for the victims—something those opposite do not talk about and do not 
acknowledge. To those victims I say: we hear you, we see you and we will always put you first.  

I saw firsthand what happened when Labor weakened the youth justice legislation in 2015 and 
reintroduced detention as a last resort. I saw firsthand the impact of those changes on my community. 
In my home town of Townsville—the epicentre of the youth crime crisis—crime was allowed to fester 
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under the former Labor government during that decade of crime and chaos. Break and enters rose 
150 per cent and stolen cars rose 199 per cent. Recent figures show that breaches of bail were more 
than 12 times the average—a core group of repeat serious offenders caught in a revolving door. They 
were out the door—often in a stolen car—before police had even finished the paperwork. That is Labor’s 
legacy. I saw firsthand how Labor weakened youth justice legislation by introducing detention as a last 
resort and how that impacted my fellow police colleagues. Morale was low and the attrition rate high. It 
was the catalyst for me to leave a 28-year career serving that community as a police officer to fight for 
a better Townsville, a better North Queensland and a better Queensland.  

Under the former Labor government a bail undertaking was not worth the paper it was written on. 
When someone is placed on a bail undertaking they commit to being of good behaviour, not committing 
other offences and abiding by a bail curfew. I conducted those bail curfew checks. I have sat in that 
police car too many times frustrated because they were not at home. They were not abiding by their 
bail conditions and they were committing further offences. I have sat in that police car saying, ‘When is 
somebody going to do something?’ That ‘somebody’ is this government, and that time is now. That 
‘somebody’ is the member for Thuringowa, Natalie Marr, who had a father sign her bail petition because 
his son was on bail and not abiding by the conditions. That ‘somebody’ is the member for Townsville, 
Adam Baillie, who has sat with victims, looked them in the eye and listened to their stories of having 
their homes broken into and their cars stolen. That ‘somebody’ is the member for Hinchinbrook, Wayde 
Chiesa, who back in October listened to his community, who were calling for stronger bail laws, and 
has taken that fight from Hinchinbrook to Brisbane. That ‘somebody’ is me, fighting for the rights of 
victims before offenders. It starts with strong bail reform. It changes now. Bail is a privilege, not a right.  

Finally, Queensland has a government that has a backbone. Queensland will have the strongest 
bail laws in the country. We will make two major changes. We will create a new offence for committing 
a significant offence whilst out on bail, with a mandatory sentence of 12 months. Labor, how are you 
going to vote this weekend? Are you voting for victims or are you voting for offenders? Tell 
Queenslanders.  

Domestic and Family Violence Services, Funding  
Hon. LM ENOCH (Algester—ALP) (2.46 pm): Premier Crisafulli and his LNP government have 

tried to blur the budget lines and hide behind the bureaucracy, but there is no hiding their cuts to critical 
services. From homelessness and health services to disability and domestic violence funding, the 
Crisafulli government is failing Queensland’s most vulnerable. The member for Mundingburra, or ‘the 
member for me’, talks about victims but does not stand up for the victims of domestic and family 
violence— 

Mrs POOLE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take personal offence. I am here to 
be a voice for the victims. 

Mr Chiesa interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Member for Hinchinbrook, that is disorderly. Member for 

Algester, the member for Mundingburra has taken offence. Would you please withdraw?  
Ms ENOCH: I withdraw. Domestic and family violence is a scourge on our community. In just 45 

days four Queensland women were killed in alleged domestic violence incidents. Anybody in this House 
who has had a relative—including myself—die at the hands of their partner in a brutal murder will know 
exactly what it feels like to have to navigate this system and why it is so important that frontline services 
are fully funded. When we hear that in Queensland, as we see Queenslanders continue to mourn the 
loss of loved ones, the Crisafulli LNP government has cut nearly $40 million from the domestic and 
family violence budget. It is absolutely galling.  

Recently, respected legal expert Margaret McMurdo called out the Crisafulli LNP government, 
who appear to have abandoned critical recommendations from the Women’s Safety and Justice 
Taskforce by refusing to provide updates on the implementation of the report recommendations. 
Following this—we have heard this from other speakers—the Premier promised that Minister Camm 
would provide an update on the progress of the recommendations in—and I quote—‘exact numbers’ 
during estimates in July. Instead of exact numbers we heard 10 minutes of excuses and avoidance.  

For all of the LNP’s talk about listening to victim-survivors, its actions tell a very different story. It 
has been reported that a domestic and family violence victim, handpicked for the domestic violence 
working group, contacted Minister Camm’s chief of staff to raise concerns about the working group’s 
progress and, as it has been reported, was told by the minister’s office that she was no longer welcome 
to phone the office and if she called again they would hang up. How can victims feel confident the 
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government is addressing these serious issues when they are silenced? How can organisations 
advocate for Queensland’s most vulnerable when they are allegedly threatened with funding cuts for 
speaking out? After $40 million was cut from the domestic and family violence prevention budget and 
$42 million was cut from emergency accommodation supports, other services that support vulnerable 
Queenslanders are right to feel concerned.  

Of course, it extends further. During the estimates hearing this year the Labor opposition 
uncovered that between March 2025 and 2026 there was a drop of 32.84 full-time-equivalent disability 
support workers—support workers that will no doubt be required to successfully deliver Thriving Kids. 
We have already seen cuts to FTEs in the disability space and now the disability sector has been left 
in the dark when it comes to certainty about other funding and support. 

Earlier this year the Premier signed a bilateral agreement committing Queensland to working 
constructively with the Commonwealth, yet when it came time to negotiate the Thriving Kids 
arrangement Minister Camm was unable to get the job done. In fact, she is the only state or territory 
minister who has not been able to fulfil her responsibilities regarding this bilateral agreement. In the last 
few days Minister Mark Butler confirmed— 
All of the jurisdictions have agreed that we need to work together on developing a definition of mild to moderate support needs.  

He went on to further state— 
… every other jurisdiction has been able to get on with the work of developing their programs, finalising implementation plans. 
They know how much money they’re getting from the Commonwealth to deliver their programs. It’s time that Queensland got on 
board too.  

The minister has had every opportunity to negotiate in good faith and deliver certainty for Queensland 
families. Instead, Queensland has been left without an agreement while families and providers continue 
to face confusion about what comes next.  

Queenslanders deserve better than this. They deserve better than cuts to frontline services. They 
deserve clarity when it comes to disability services in the state, particularly when it comes to our young 
children and their families who are negotiating this very challenging time in their lives. The opposition 
will always hold this government to account, particularly when it comes to victims of domestic and family 
violence and frontline services. 

Crime, Bail Laws 
Ms JAMES (Barron River—LNP) (2.52 pm): I want to start with a statistic shared by the Minister 

for Youth Justice and Victim Support this morning: 65 per cent of serious repeat offenders who are 
granted bail go on to commit another Adult Crime, Adult Time offence. That statistic is simply 
unacceptable. In Far North Queensland this is not just a statistic; it is the family whose home is broken 
into, it is the car stolen from the driveway, it is the business owner wondering whether tonight will be 
the night they are broken into again, it is the mother checking and re-checking the locks before she 
goes to bed and it is the victim asking why the person who harmed them is back out on the streets. My 
community has had enough.  

Today marks an important change. The Crisafulli government is delivering what Queenslanders 
have been calling for: real consequences for serious offending while on bail. Our police are catching 
offenders, but too often the criminal system is letting them straight back out. Bail cannot be a revolving 
door. If you are a serious repeat offender and you commit another serious crime while on bail, there 
must be serious consequences. Our community deserves a court system that puts victims and 
law-abiding Queenslanders first.  

People in Far North Queensland rightly expect justice. Today marks a change that my community 
has been calling for, and I welcome these real consequences from the Crisafulli government: minimum 
mandatory sentencing of 12 months for those who commit serious offences while on bail. We are taking 
the power away from repeat offenders and returning it to victims, police and law-abiding Queenslanders.  

We must acknowledge how we got here. Under Labor, in 2015 the Palaszczuk government 
removed breach of bail as an offence for juvenile offenders. Young people could no longer be 
additionally charged simply for breaching bail conditions. This meant that a youth could steal a car, get 
bail; steal another car, get bail; break into a house, get bail. Some youth had a criminal history larger 
than their age because of this change. The four former Labor members in Far North Queensland and 
the member for Cairns, who only just survived the last election, voted for this legislation and they also 
voted in 2015 to make detention a last resort. For years this law meant that the courts should give 
detention as a last resort and that meant that the system was designed to look first to options such as 
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probation, community service, intensive supervision and restorative justice before detention. This has 
meant a decade of magistrates working this way. The Crisafulli government changed that philosophy 
when we first came to office because we believe the rights of victims should be a priority over the rights 
of criminals. Because of these law changes, crime increased 193 per cent across Queensland and 
Cairns has felt it the worst.  

Society works best when people understand that their choices have consequences. When we 
remove personal responsibility we do not create compassion; we remove accountability. Contrast that 
with what the Crisafulli government has done. We have not weakened a single law; we have only 
strengthened them over the past 20 months. In December 2024 Adult Crime, Adult Time commenced, 
and we have continued to expand those laws ever since. We have invested in more police—264 
additional officers in Far North Queensland and 2,098 across the state. We have delivered Polair. We 
have launched Operation Forge, the State Flying Squad and the Property Crime Unit. We have 
expanded Jack’s Law and provided police with stronger powers. In April 2026 we also expanded the 
youth crime, drugs and antisocial behaviour laws, and today we are taking the next step: we are 
introducing 12-month minimum mandatory sentences for youth and adult offenders who breach bail 
and commit offences.  

There are around 50 serious repeat offenders in Far North Queensland, down from about 85 
when we first formed government. These offenders have had enough chances. The laws are in place. 
The community expects those laws to be enforced. Police tell me that if we locked up even 50 per cent 
of these serious repeat offenders crime would reduce astronomically. The stories coming out of my 
community prove why this reform matters. One mother tells me the heartbreaking story of her daughter 
getting carjacked and brutally assaulted at knifepoint, and all eight offenders are now out. She has two 
young children, one of whom is the same age as some of these offenders.  

I want to thank everyone who attended the rally on the weekend and asked important questions. 
For too long we have been watching the revolving door of arrest, charge, release, reoffend and arrest 
again. Today we are taking those next steps—minimum mandatory sentences of 12 months—because 
the law is only as strong as the consequences that sit behind it. The people of Far North Queensland 
have waited long enough for a justice system that delivers both. Our government is delivering it. We 
are listening. I will continue fighting for stronger reform in this place—that is why I am here. We want 
real consequences and a safer Queensland. That is what this breach of bail law will bring for our 
communities. 

Four-Day Work Week  
Mr BERKMAN (Maiwar—Grn) (2.57 pm): I want to put a question to all Queenslanders: how 

would you use an extra day a week off work? I am sure everyone here would use the time volunteering 
in their communities. Would you use it—I certainly would—to catch up on some housework, visit your 
mum and dad or that cousin you have not seen for years, go to the beach or finally pick up that dusty 
old guitar or your cross-stitch project? We need to talk about more time off work. There is no immutable 
law of nature that says we must work a five-day week. No-one here is old enough to remember it but, 
in fact, the work week used to be six days. Australian workers only won the weekend in 1948. The 
business lobby back then said that a five-day work week was crazy. In fact, the president of the Victorian 
Chamber of Manufacturers called it ‘an unnecessary and dangerous experiment’. Even the eight-hour 
workday was unimaginable before Australian unions led the way in making it law.  

The bottom line is that we are always told that progress is impossible—and then it arrives. The 
time for a four-day work week is here. We are on the brink of an absolute explosion in AI and we are 
deciding right now who will reap the benefits of that. Technological advancements mean we can do 
more and produce more in less time, and this will only accelerate as AI advances. We always hear, 
presented as an absolute fact, that more productivity is good, but that begs the question of who gets 
the benefits. Right now businesses are making more money but the benefits are not trickling down to 
workers. That fallacy—that myth—has been busted. The share of GDP going towards workers has 
fallen steadily since the 80s. Meanwhile, the share of corporate profits has increased. A four-day week 
rewards workers’ increased productivity with more time for themselves and for the people they love.  

If a four-day work week sounds like some distant socialist utopia then I suggest you may not 
have been watching the news. A four-day work week has already been rolled out in plenty of places 
across the world. Following the largest trial in Iceland, 90 per cent of the population now has the right 
to reduced hours. In the UK, 92 per cent of companies that trialled it decided to keep it forever. In 
Australia, it has been permanently built into enterprise agreements at places like Medibank and in other 
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industries. Those who trial the four-day work week keep it because it helps employees and employers. 
Workers are less stressed, they are less burnt out and fatigued, and they have more time to put towards 
hobbies, health and caring responsibilities.  

The real kicker for employers is that they maintain or increase productivity. Independent studies 
on four-day work week trials in Australia have found it improves or maintains productivity. This is so 
important. Most recently, a two-year study released this year by Deakin University with 15 businesses 
found that not a single business reported a loss in productivity and nearly half reported productivity 
gains. A global trial across Australasia found sick and personal leave days fell, 38 per cent of employees 
said they were less stressed and 64 per cent were less burnt out. There is an interesting gender equality 
benefit too in that men were more likely to increase their contribution to housework and child care.  

Quite simply, now is the time for a shorter working week with no loss of pay. As AI delivers more 
productivity, workers deserve to benefit. We are facing a climate crisis so a four-day work week could 
mean less travel and fewer emissions. With an aging population, more of us will have caring 
responsibilities that we will have to juggle with work, especially as major party governments continue 
to cut supports like the NDIS and aged care.  

From the moment waged work became the norm, the expectation and the goal was that we would 
reduce the work week over time. We got the eight-hour day in the 19th century and the weekend in the 
20th century. In the 1930s, economist John Maynard Keynes famously predicted that his grandkids 
would be working a 15-hour work week. Instead, we feel we have less time than ever.  

In 2019 I first proposed a four-day work week trial in Queensland. We hear Labor is considering 
it but the Leader of the Opposition seems to have gone a bit cold. I encourage him to be brave. 
Seventy-six per cent of working Australians support a four-day work week with no loss of pay. 
Ultimately, this should be done at the federal level but we can be leaders in Queensland. We can 
introduce trials in the Public Service, consider payroll tax exemptions and incentives for private 
businesses that pick it up— 

(Time expired)  

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL 
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APPROPRIATION BILL 

Consideration in Detail (Cognate Debate)  

Appropriation Bill  

Governance, Energy and Finance Committee, Report  
Resumed from p. 2406. 
Mr McCALLUM (Bundamba—ALP) (3.02 pm), continuing: During the energy part of the estimates 

hearing we saw the lengths the government will go to to suppress and hide from Queenslanders what 
is happening. The chair of the committee moved a motion to go into a private session because of a 
document that was tabled about a deal that would see the sale of Callide Power Station on the condition 
there was no legal action against the government for the explosion at Callide that happened under their 
watch. It is extraordinary the lengths the government will go to to hide that from Queenslanders. 
Queenslanders deserve to know this. They deserve a government that is open and accountable.  

Time and time again we have seen that Queenslanders can trust Labor to protect our public 
energy system. Under the LNP we see a stealthy privatisation of our energy system, starting with 
renewables because the LNP have put a ‘for sale’ sign on our publicly owned renewables. Stakes in 
the Boulder Creek Wind Farm and the Lotus Creek Wind Farm have been sold to the private sector. 
Concerningly, during estimates the government was unable or unwilling to say whether the $184 million 
in taxpayer funds spent on the Boulder Creek Wind Farm or the $637 million spent on the Lotus Creek 
Wind Farm have been recovered in part or full or whether they are just sweetheart deals for the private 
sector and absolutely nothing will be recovered on behalf of Queenslanders. Queenslanders deserve 
to know what is happening with their money. Queenslanders deserve answers from this government 
but they are not getting them as the government uses this parliament as their plaything.  

(Time expired)  
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Hon. RM BATES (Mudgeeraba—LNP) (Minister for Finance, Trade, Employment and Training) 
(3.04 pm): I rise to speak on the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee’s report on the 2026-27 
budget estimates. Firstly, I thank the committee, the public servants and everyone who contributed to 
this year’s estimates process. Estimates is about accountability, asking questions and testing the 
government’s plans. The Crisafulli LNP government is restoring respect for taxpayers’ money and 
repairing the budget. We are backing Queensland businesses and we are rebuilding the workforce 
Labor failed to plan for.  

I start with finance. Labor members, particularly the member for Waterford, seem to have trouble 
understanding our approach to expenditure management despite it being outlined before and during 
the hearing. Under this government, average expenses growth for the four years to 2029-30 is limited 
to 2.6 per cent. That is in stark contrast to the former Labor government whose spending put drunken 
sailors to shame with average expense growth of 11.4 per cent per annum in its final three years, 
including 16 per cent in 2023-24 alone.  

This budget delivers around $500 million in budget improvement initiatives while protecting 
frontline services employment security. For the benefit of the member for Waterford, I will again highlight 
some of those initiatives: removing unfilled non-frontline SES positions and further reducing the 
non-frontline SES cap, saving an additional $54.2 million; consolidating office accommodation across 
South-East Queensland, initially saving $69.1 million but that is expected to build to $264.4 million over 
10 years; reducing agency spending on external recruiters by 30 per cent, saving $21.6 million; and 
delivering better value for Queenslanders by improving whole-of-government procurement efficiencies 
and targeting savings of $375.6 million. By collocating our in-market presence and adopting a Team 
Queensland approach overseas, we will achieve further savings and showcase Queensland as the 
QueensLand of Opportunity in global markets.  

That leads me to trade. Labor was just as desperate to find bad news there, but the results tell a 
very different story. Compare our first 20 months with Labor’s last 20 months. The number of outcomes 
facilitated by TIQ is up 3.3 per cent—their value is up $1.1 billion or 28 per cent. Those outcomes are 
expected to support more than 2,500 additional jobs compared with Labor’s final 20 months. Since the 
Crisafulli LNP government was elected, TIQ has facilitated more than $5 billion in export and investment 
outcomes, supporting more than 5,500 Queensland jobs. More than $3 billion of that was delivered in 
2025-26 alone. That is what matters to me: Queensland businesses selling more, investment coming 
into our state and Queenslanders getting a job. Our job is to give Queensland businesses the 
confidence and support to take those opportunities to the world and that is exactly what we are doing.  

I turn to employment and training, which is perhaps where Labor’s argument fails and falls apart 
most clearly. We inherited a dire skills shortage that Labor left to fester for 10 years. Industries were 
crying out for workers, training programs were nearing funding cliffs and Queenslanders did not have 
enough people trained for the work ahead. We are changing that. Apprenticeship completions have 
reached a record 13,300. Construction apprenticeships are growing despite a national decline. We have 
delivered 14,400 free TAFE places this year and another 2,000 free nursing places. We are backing 
small businesses to take on apprentices, extending opportunities through TradieStart and investing in 
our four new centres of excellence. Labor also tried to manufacture a story about TAFE teachers. TAFE 
Queensland’s FTE allocation remains unchanged. When we sought 400 expressions of interest from 
people wanting to teach at TAFE, more than 3,200 people put their hands up. That is the reality.  

However, there is an issue that Labor should be talking about and that is their colleagues in 
Canberra. The Commonwealth’s proposed fee-free TAFE arrangement still leaves Queensland worse 
off and puts training places at risk, especially when Queensland needs more tradies. If Queensland 
Labor is genuinely concerned about skills and training there is something very practical that they can 
do. They can pick up the phone and ring their mates in Canberra.  

Estimates should be rigorous, governments should be questioned and ministers should be 
accountable, and that is why we strengthened the estimates process when we came into government. 
I welcome that scrutiny, but scrutiny also means dealing in facts. On the budget, we are upholding fiscal 
discipline, calmly and methodically managing expense growth while delivering better services for 
Queensland. On trade, we are delivering stronger exports and investment opportunities. We are doing 
the work calmly and methodically and we are focused on what Queenslanders expect: better services 
and a stronger economy under the LNP Crisafulli government.  

Mr HEALY (Cairns—ALP) (3.09 pm): I thought I would kick off with what the minister touched on. 
That is, the Crisafulli government announced a $2 million recruitment drive to attract more TAFE 
teachers. Minister Bates has subsequently launched another recruitment blitz, describing it as crucial 
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to training tradies today, but the State of the Sector report data shows there was an almost five per cent 
reduction in frontline TAFE teachers and tutors between March 2025 and March 2026. This is a direct 
comment to her response on where they are going with their teachers. There is a huge need for skilled 
teachers across the state.  

The minister also repeatedly claims that the Crisafulli government is turning the tide on 
Queensland’s skills shortage. We hear that term used in a range of other areas. The evidence emerging 
from estimates tells a very different story: programs promised by the former Labor government are 
being reannounced as LNP achievements, critical training places are running out, construction training 
has failed to meet agreed targets, the TAFE teaching workforce has contracted, and questions 
surrounding political connections in TAFE board appointments remain very much unanswered. This is 
not simply a problem for TAFE Queensland; it is an economic problem, a housing problem, a health 
problem and, ultimately, a problem for Queensland’s capacity to deliver the infrastructure and industries 
that will determine our prosperity for decades.  

The most extraordinary feature of Minister Bates’ handling of this portfolio is the disconnect 
between the scale of the challenge and the government’s response. Construction Skills Queensland’s 
latest Horizon 2032 report provides a stark warning. Queensland’s construction pipeline is forecast to 
average $69 billion a year through to 2031-32 and peak at $75 billion in 2027-28, yet the industry is 
expected to face a worker shortfall of 35,000 in 2027-28, with an average shortfall of approximately 
19,100 workers across the seven-year period. That is not some distant theoretical problem; it is the 
workforce required to build houses, hospitals, schools, roads, energy infrastructure and the projects 
associated with Brisbane 2032.  

Queensland already has a housing shortage. The state desperately needs more electricians, 
plumbers, carpenters, builders, concreters and other skilled workers if it is going to increase housing 
supply. At the same time, Queensland must deliver a massive infrastructure program and support new 
industries, including renewable energy, critical minerals and advanced manufacturing. The skills 
portfolio should therefore be at the centre of Queensland’s economic strategy. Instead, Minister Bates 
is presiding over a system in which critical programs appear to be running out just as demand is 
accelerating.  

Take construction apprenticeships. The government has repeatedly promoted its commitment to 
getting Queenslanders into construction, yet the evidence presented for estimates indicated that the 
$10 million program for free construction apprenticeships for under-25s has been exhausted, with no 
apparent additional funding for the 2026-27 budget. That is an extraordinary decision given CSQ’s 
forecast of a 35,000-worker shortfall. The contradiction is impressive and breathtaking. The government 
says Queensland faces a massive skills shortage, its own minister repeatedly highlights the need for 
more skilled workers ahead of the Olympics and then the government fails to provide an ongoing 
funding pipeline for a program specifically designed to put young Queenslanders into construction 
apprenticeships.  

The same problem exists for older apprentices. Electrical and plumbing apprenticeships are 
among the most popular pathways under the Free Construction Apprenticeships for Over 25s program. 
These are precisely the occupations Queensland needs, yet the program has effectively been cut for 
new commencements. That is remarkable. Why would any responsible government withdraw support 
for training electricians and plumbers when Queensland is simultaneously facing a housing crisis and 
an unprecedented construction pipeline? It makes no economic sense at all.  

The failure is even more glaring for Free TAFE construction training. Evidence presented for 
estimates indicates that Queensland delivered no places in the fee-free construction program during its 
first nine months, with the first enrolments not occurring until September 2025. By 2031 only 1,236 
enrolments were recorded, where it should have been around 4,100 places. There is a lot more to be 
said. There is no Free TAFE for nursing, where it is desperately needed. This minister needs to 
understand and make sure of their responsibilities.  

(Time expired)  
Mr CHIESA (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (3.14 pm): I rise as a member of the Governance, Energy and 

Finance Committee to support the adoption of report No. 28 and the 2026-27 budget. One thing is very 
clear with this budget: this is a government that understands Queensland does not stop at the 
south-east corner. For too long, North Queenslanders watched our infrastructure needs grow while 
investment failed to keep pace. This budget is changing that. There is perhaps no better example in my 
electorate than Port Hinchinbrook. For years the people of Cardwell watched this once great asset 
deteriorate while successive Labor governments failed to resolve it. This government has stepped in.  
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The budget provides $64 million to restore Port Hinchinbrook, including dredging, remediation 
and resilience works. This is not another announcement about what might happen one day. 
Procurement for dredging is underway, environmental and geotechnical investigations are progressing, 
and we are finally moving towards restoring an asset enormously important to Cardwell and the wider 
region.  

Housing is another example. We can talk about housing targets all we like, but you cannot build 
homes without the roads, water, sewerage and infrastructure required to support them. That is why the 
Residential Activation Fund matters. In North Queensland, round 1 has already helped unlock 2,700 
homes, including major infrastructure investment in the northern beaches of Townsville of $29.5 million 
and $7.3 million to Hinchinbrook Shire Council for their projects. This is what regional investment looks 
like. It is also about restoring safety. During estimates I asked the Premier about crime and about a 
commitment I took to the people of Hinchinbrook at the by-election—Breach Bail, Go to Jail. My 
community spoke clearly: bail is a privilege and if offenders breach their bail conditions there must be 
consequences. Unlike the former Labor government, this government is listening and delivering. While 
nobody suggests the job is finished, the evidence presented at estimates showed that victim numbers 
across Queensland have fallen by 9.6 per cent. We are finally heading in the right direction.  

Delivering more also requires us to make every taxpayer dollar work harder. Every dollar 
unnecessarily added to the cost of a government project is a dollar that cannot fix a road in North 
Queensland, unlock another home or improve a regional hospital. That is why this government 
abolishing Labor’s Best Practice Industry Conditions is critical. Labor’s BPIC regime drove up 
infrastructure costs and reduced productivity at precisely the time Queensland needed to build more. 
Continuing BPIC would have added around $20 billion to the infrastructure pipeline. The CFMEU 
commission of inquiry has raised serious concerns about restrictive conditions and additional costs on 
taxpayer-funded projects.  

Queenslanders have every right to ask whether they receive value for money, because regional 
Queensland knows what happens when governments waste money. It means the Bruce Highway does 
not get the investment it deserves. It means areas like the Gairloch floodway remain unattended to. 
This budget changes that, with funding this year to fix it. In the north we pay taxes too, but too often 
under Labor we did not see our fair share coming back. This government has a different approach.  

We are already seeing the results of the Crisafulli government’s Energy Roadmap. Since 1 July, 
regional household electricity prices have fallen 6.9 per cent and small business prices 8.1 per cent. 
We are progressing CopperString to strengthen North and North-West Queensland’s energy system 
and help unlock the enormous economic potential of the north-west. We are investing another 
$100 million into the Queensland Critical Minerals Fund, taking it to $250 million and supporting 
opportunities including high-purity silica processing at Mourilyan which will create up to 180 local jobs. 
We are backing the skills pipeline needed to deliver that growth. For regional Queensland and 
Hinchinbrook, these budget numbers actually mean something. They mean jobs, homes, safer 
communities, lower power bills and infrastructure that regional Queensland has waited far too long to 
see delivered.  

Those opposite have included a statement of reservation with this report. They are entitled to do 
that, but North Queenslanders have already delivered their own statement of reservation on Labor’s 
record. At the Hinchinbrook by-election last November, Labor received just 8.4 per cent of the primary 
vote. That is not an accident; that is a verdict. After a decade of being treated too often as an 
afterthought, people wanted change. This budget demonstrates what change looks like. It means 
restoring Port Hinchinbrook, unlocking thousands of new homes, restoring safety where we live, 
reducing regional electricity prices, backing North Queensland industry and jobs, and making sure 
taxpayers’ money is spent delivering infrastructure, not unnecessarily inflating the cost of it. North 
Queensland is no longer an afterthought. This government is listening, investing and delivering. That is 
why I support the committee’s recommendation, and that is why I support the budget and report No. 28 
before the House.  

Mr WHITING (Bancroft—ALP) (3.19 pm): I also want to address the same report from the 
committee. The previous member said, ‘This is what change looks like.’ I do not know about that. To 
me, the more things change the more they stay the same. One thing that has not changed is there is a 
limit to the LNP’s promise to have ‘respect for your money’.  
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The first limit, which I have talked about already, is the LNP look after themselves and their mates 
first. That is one of the limits to ‘respect for your money’. For example, look at the nearly $50 million 
that was spent on the New South Wales-blue ads campaign—not a toilet door or billboard around 
Queensland is safe from the self-glorification. That is not $40 million for a DV prevention campaign, 
which is where that money would have been better spent.  

We discovered during the estimates hearings how well they look after their mates. The main one 
is Andrew Cripps. He has a job that pays $392,000, but there is no plan and no email. They look after 
their great mates. I note that at one stage the member for Miller put up a social media post saying that 
about 92 LNP mates had got jobs like that recently. Good on them.  

The other limit to their ‘respect for your money’ is you are not allowed to ask about your money. 
That is what we discovered during the estimates hearings. We did not get the details on the $7 billion 
in savings touted by the Treasurer that we needed. We heard that $1.7 billion has been overspent on 
the consultancy cap, and that has to be added to the $1 billion that was overspent last year. It is all very 
opaque.  

What is also opaque and vague is the $50 million in savings that was claimed by the finance 
minister. He was very vague. Once again, we could not get the details of what was included in that. The 
LNP shy away from scrutiny. They avoid accountability. We saw it in full view during these estimates 
hearings.  

During the estimates hearings we discovered how the LNP has failed to protect ordinary 
Queenslanders, especially the most vulnerable Queenslanders. I am talking about the removal of 
$42 million from homelessness services funding across Queensland. We saw a very specific 
document—a politically tainted or politically motivated document. In my electorate that means Encircle 
has lost $485,000 for homelessness services. This organisation and other organisations do such great 
work. They go to places that the government will not go—Portwood Street in Redcliffe and Wyllie Park 
in Pine Rivers. They do the hard work. To have that money taken away from them must be devastating.  

We heard during the estimates hearings about the government’s failure to protect vulnerable 
Queenslanders. There were some very specific things we heard about. We heard about $40 million 
being removed from DV prevention, which I have talked about. Added to that is the $10 million that was 
reallocated from within the department to combat domestic and family violence. This is at a time when 
four Queensland women have allegedly been killed at the hands of their partners in 45 days. At least 
42 women in Australia in 2026 have lost their lives as a result of domestic and family violence, and that 
includes at least eight women from Queensland.  

We have seen real failure by the government to protect the most vulnerable Queenslanders. We 
have seen the failure of the minister, who cannot explain what happened to the Women’s Safety and 
Justice Taskforce’s recommendations and why a key women’s safety role was taken away. The minister 
has not explained the 6,400 untouched child safety cases in Queensland, nor why the LNP buried a 
report by domestic and family violence survivors. It is very clear that if you do not fit into the LNP’s 
four- or six-word slogan frame you will have a much lower level of protection here in Queensland.  

I will quickly mention that in the field of energy we have heard there is no new investment in 
renewables. The LNP are selling off renewable projects across the state, and they cannot point to a 
single private renewable generation project that has been commenced since they came to office. It is 
a record of failure not only for the most vulnerable Queenslanders and all Queenslanders but also for 
crucial areas of the economy as well.  

Mr BAROUNIS (Maryborough—LNP) (3.24 pm): It gives me great pleasure to rise and deliver 
my response to the 2026 estimates hearings. Being a member of the Governance, Energy and Finance 
Committee is a great privilege. I would like to thank our chair and all of the members for being part of 
this committee and also the parliamentary staff.  

On 23 June 2026 the Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for Home Ownership, the 
Hon. David Janetzki, introduced the Appropriation Bill 2026 into the Legislative Assembly. The bill was 
referred to the Governance, Energy and Finance Committee for consideration. The Treasurer delivered 
a clear and comprehensive vision for the future of Queensland. My electorate can look forward to real 
outcomes, especially when it comes to safety, housing, roads and training.  

The Crisafulli government continues to work hard to address antisocial behaviour within our CBD. 
Police now have the powers to do their jobs. Taskforces and wraparound services have been activated, 
and now Maryborough is the first location in Queensland to trial the designated business and community 
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precinct. After the first four weeks of its being introduced, our police minister visited and announced its 
success. More work needs to be done, but I will not give up. Safety is paramount to locals and visitors 
when they are in our CBD.  

There are a few other things around my electorate I will talk about. The Tiaro Bypass will finally 
go ahead. Funding is guaranteed, and that is wonderful news for locals and users of the Bruce Highway. 
I say thank you to our government for securing the 80-20 funding deal for the Bruce Highway, not just 
50-50.  

Another project is the upgrade of the Walker Street and Bruce Highway intersection. 
Unfortunately, there have been some fatal accidents in this area, and the project will be starting in the 
near future. I could not go past thanking our Deputy Premier for his support of the Fraser Coast through 
the Residential Activation Fund and investing $90 million. We are working together with the local 
government, and these two projects on the Fraser Coast will unlock 14,000 new homes. It is nice to 
see the private sector coming along and building more houses.  

When the Premier said that Maryborough will be hosting the archery, I gave our town a new 
name: Olympic-borough. With all that is happening in Maryborough and with houses being built, I think 
I have to give our beautiful town another name. Everyone can move to Welcome-borough because they 
are welcome.  

The Manufacturing Centre of Excellence is open for business and will provide state-of-the-art 
training to much needed manufacturing apprentices and employees within our community. In October 
2024 Queenslanders voted for change and for a better future for our state and for my electorate. That 
is exactly what this government is delivering. I would like to thank our government for doing what it said 
it would do, and I am thankful to be part of a government that is delivering.  

Ms ASIF (Sandgate—ALP) (3.29 pm): I rise to speak on report No. 28 of the Governance, 
Energy and Finance Committee budget estimates. Budget estimates hearings are meant to do one 
thing, and that is to hold the government to account for the decisions they are making and the funding 
they are appropriating. The budget is supposed to deliver for Queensland and make a difference in the 
lives of people in our community. Unfortunately, this year the Crisafulli LNP government’s budget and 
their line of answers in the budget estimates did anything but that. It was quite difficult to get information 
out of the government that we could take back to our communities to let them know about the funding 
decisions being made.  

Right now families across Queensland are doing it really tough. In our communities people are 
asking for nothing more than a fair go. Unfortunately, every day I hear from people who are getting 
anything but a fair go. They are doing it really tough. They cannot afford their weekly shop. They want 
to see a doctor but they cannot seem to get through the ED. They want a roof over their head but they 
cannot afford to pay their rent. At the end of the day, they want to get home to their kids in time for 
dinner, but they are stuck on our roads or they are stuck waiting at a train station for the next train to 
come, and who knows when that will be.  

The cost of living is biting. Every trip to the supermarket is costing more. When our neighbours 
are getting sick, they are waiting longer for care. This government seems to think everything is fine and 
is not keen on delivering for those people in our community. If we are serious about fixing these issues, 
we need to ensure more workers in our community to build the homes and we have more health workers 
and more nurses to look after people in their time of need. During budget estimates we have seen that 
our state faces critical workforce shortages in areas like construction, health care and essential trades. 
We need to ensure we are training more people, and that is where TAFE comes in.  

I was very fortunate to visit my local TAFE—Bracken Ridge TAFE—where I met some fantastic 
TAFE teachers including Dave, who has taught at the Bracken Ridge TAFE for over 40 years, which is 
an incredible amount of service. He was talking to me about how much he loves coming to work 
because he believes he is making a difference in the lives of people he is teaching and hopefully setting 
them up for a successful future. Thank you for your service, Dave. You deserve to be paid appropriately. 
You deserve not just our thanks but a government that cares.  

We know that right now there is an immense shortage of TAFE teachers and that we have a 
government that is not respecting the work they are doing. I also met Kathy and Scott, who similarly 
have over 10 years of service in our local TAFEs. We need to ensure that we continue to not only 
respect the work they do but also fund their pay and ensure that we are funding positions. The 
government seems to not have funded any positions for 2026 when it comes to nurse diplomas under 
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fee-free TAFE. It is only the federal Labor government that is investing in fee-free TAFE here in 
Queensland, because the Queensland government does not seem to believe that it will make a 
difference.  

We are also hearing reports of a reduction in funding for the Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
program. We know what happened under the former LNP government: they cut the Skilling 
Queenslanders for Work program. I have been fortunate enough to attend another local graduation 
ceremony at the sandbag facility where they teach Skilling Queenslanders for Work. I got to meet young 
people like Charlotte and Brianna who recently took part in that program and said that their lives had 
been changed through mateship and building relationships. These are some of our most vulnerable 
people in our community who are getting this opportunity. To hear that there is going to be a reduction 
in the funding allocated for that is, quite frankly, disgraceful. I hope that it does not impact many of our 
communities, but I think we are going to be seeing more there.  

The government also seems to be talking about an energy program which is delivering 
cost-of-living relief for Queenslanders and that the cost of energy is coming down. That cannot be 
further from the truth. Every day in my community I am hearing from people about the rise in the cost 
of living and the rise in their electricity bills. There is no support available for them and nowhere for 
them to go. Rather than talking about things that are not happening, I encourage the government to go 
and talk to those vulnerable Queenslanders who simply cannot afford to keep a roof over their head, 
who cannot afford to put groceries in their shopping cart, who cannot afford to pay their electricity bill 
and who are scared about how they are going to manage. I implore the government to go and talk to 
members of our community who very much deserve better from this government.  

Report adopted.  

State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee, Report 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): The question is— 

That the report of the State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee be adopted.  

Mr McDONALD (Lockyer—LNP) (3.35 pm): It is a pleasure to rise to speak on the estimates 
process for 2026-27. Mr Deputy Speaker, I commend our 31-page report to you. It is a pleasure to be 
the chair of the State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee. For those listening online, 
that committee covers the portfolios of the Deputy Premier, which include state development, 
infrastructure and planning, and industrial relations; housing and public works and youth under Minister 
O’Connor; sport and racing and Olympics and Paralympics under Minister Mander; and transport and 
main roads under Minister Mickelberg. It is quite an interesting committee but it is a very large committee 
of portfolios. It is an absolute privilege for me to chair that committee under the Crisafulli government.  

Before we were in government we made a commitment that when in government we would 
review and change the estimates process. Again, we listened to Queenslanders and we have delivered 
exactly what we said we would do. We have made the estimates process fairer. I place on record my 
thanks to the Speaker and Deputy Speaker for chairing all of the estimates committee hearings and 
also for making sure the share of time was equitable. In fact, we have almost set a record in having 
40 per cent government time and 60 per cent non-government time to ensure they had more questions 
than ever before. Those opposite cannot complain about the fairness of the estimates process. We 
believe in good government, and good governance is at the start of that. Again, I am very pleased to 
be chair of the committee looking after those things.  

I will get into some of the highlights of the estimates process in a minute. At the outset I thank 
my other committee members, particularly the member for Cook and the member for Mulgrave, my 
government colleagues. Their consideration of issues is very thorough, and I really appreciate working 
beside them.  

The estimates process uncovered a lot of failures of the past as well as some great reforms by 
this government. No better did we see that than under the industrial relations portfolio and the efforts 
of the Deputy Premier with BPIC. Through the estimates process we heard about a lot of issues that 
were uncovered and some really great outcomes. We also heard about the work that is happening for 
the Olympics. The Deputy Premier has been travelling across the state with his ever-ready shovel. It is 
probably a little rusty now from all the sod turning. We heard about supply, supply, supply and record 
funding.  
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I know that those opposite do not like hearing the truth, but when they were in government there 
was one year in which only 24,000 houses were delivered across the state. We are seeing data now 
where new housing supply has hit about 50,000. The Residential Activation Fund is a pillar of our work, 
making sure there is housing supply. That is why that shovel has seen so much work across the state.  

We also heard about the record supply in housing under Minister O’Connor which is outstanding. 
I again refer to the report and all of the great work in that area. We also heard about the announcements 
with regard to the Olympics. In terms of the work that GIICA has done in getting the Olympics back on 
track, I think that is the biggest contrast of all between the former government and this government, 
getting us back on track and seeing the projects being delivered for the Olympics and the great work 
that the GIICA team is doing.  

The announcement by the Premier with regard to upgrades to Suncorp Stadium and other areas 
is very much welcome. I also express my appreciation to the Minister for Transport and Main Roads 
because—you would not believe it—under this government a project has been delivered on time and 
on budget for the first time in 10 years. Congratulations, Minister, for a job well done. Once again I 
thank the secretariat for the wonderful work they have done in supporting us through this estimates 
process; I really appreciate it. I commend the report and the motion to the House. 

Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (3.40 pm): Who 
remembers when transparency and accountability were important to this Premier? It seems like a long 
time ago, doesn’t it? In fact, Queenslanders would be hard-pressed to believe that that was ever the 
case under the LNP. Six years out from the games and almost two years into the Crisafulli LNP 
government, Queenslanders still are not being told the cost of any of their games venues or the 
contracts that have been issued. Queenslanders still do not know the cost of the already awarded major 
earthworks contract for the Brisbane Stadium. That is despite the member for Kawana promising 
Queenslanders that contract values would be released as contracts were issued. Guess who that major 
earthworks contract was issued to? It was BMD. No wonder the Deputy Premier does not want to talk 
about that contract.  

Just before the budget Queenslanders heard about the government’s brand new plan to cover 
games blowouts. The member for Everton had a brand new solution for Queenslanders. ‘We will just 
raise more money from the tickets,’ he told Queenslanders. ‘Tim will fix it, no worries.’ Then we found 
out those discussions never involved the games independent infrastructure authority, which is the body 
that has to deliver the seats. This brilliant new plan to sell more tickets never involved the entity that 
delivers the seats needed for the tickets. Instead, multiple media outlets have now reported that the 
National Aquatic Centre is being downsized. If the member for Everton stills thinks the government is 
going to raise more money from tickets while venues are shrinking as reported, there is only one other 
way increasing ticket prices can occur; that is, prices will go up for Queenslanders or they will be locked 
out of the games because only the wealthy will be able to afford to attend.  

Speaking of taking things to a whole new level, what about the Far North Queensland regional 
plan? All of a sudden, the Far North Queensland regional plan makes no mention of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people other than the possessive noun for an Aboriginal council or a Torres Strait 
island council and it does not mention climate change. I asked whether the department had been 
instructed by the Deputy Premier or his office to remove those references. It is an incredibly simple 
question, but the nonanswer spoke very loudly. Far North Queensland is one of the most climate 
exposed regions in Australia, but in a planning document that is meant to guide the region’s growth for 
decades the member for Kawana simply could not bring himself to mention climate change. I repeat: 
the only time Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are mentioned is in the proper nouns of council 
regions. I wonder how hard the member for Kawana fought to get that changed. It has been widely 
reported for some time now that the LNP has been engaging in ‘Project Invisibility’, and this is another 
example of removing First Nations voices from boards and other positions of power across the state.  

We have seen the way the LNP loves to silence Queenslanders, whether they be First Nations 
peoples or community service providers, but we do know who gets on these boards: LNP mates. On 
10 April the government published a statement announcing that none other than Peter Dutton would be 
appointed to the board of QIC to ‘provide strategic advice on accelerating development through the 
flagship Sovereign Industry Development Fund’. Imagine my surprise to find that the department of 
state development has not engaged with Mr Dutton once. There has not been one meeting with 
Mr Dutton in relation to the Sovereign Industry Development Fund, Peter Dutton’s one KPI. Do you 
remember when the Premier was big on KPIs? It seems like a long time ago, doesn’t it? Brilliant 
strategic advice was what Queenslanders were promised from the failed former federal Liberal 
opposition leader. Can you believe there has not been one meeting with the Deputy Premier’s 
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department? Perhaps it was never about providing advice on the Sovereign Industry Development Fund 
at all. Perhaps it was just about giving another fat pay cheque to an LNP mate to do nothing. Maybe he 
is at QIC now talking about the $600 billion nuclear plan that was rejected by Queenslanders. Who 
would know? More jobs for more LNP mates: that is what this LNP government is about.  

Hon. JP BLEIJIE (Kawana—LNP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial Relations) (3.45 pm): I love living rent-free in the 
member for Woodridge’s head time and time again. If I taxed the number of times he mentions me on 
social media or in here, we would pay down debt in Queensland in a heartbeat. The economy would 
be booming; the debt would be paid back. I love living rent-free in his head. I just love that he cannot 
sleep at night, and when he tries he just thinks of me 24/7. I was waiting for him to mention BMD and 
he mentioned BMD, so here we go. On 2 August 2024, ‘BMD is paving the way to the Brisbane 2032 
Athlete Village!’ with a photograph of BMD and none other than the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Put the prop down.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I table a copy of that.  

Tabled paper: Extract, dated 2 August 2024, from the Facebook page of the BMD Group, in relation to the Brisbane 2032 Athlete 
Village [1437]. 

He has just thrown his leader under the proverbial bus, because that is dated 2024 when there 
were allegations in relation to the CFMEU. More interestingly, let’s talk about the CFMEU. The member 
for Woodridge did not mention it. In fact, he asked me one question in the whole time he had me in 
estimates, and the question was about the National Aquatic Centre and whether we would provide 
parking for athletes. The National Aquatic Centre was not their plan; it is our plan. They do not support 
it. He said it is a vanity project. Tell that to all young swimmers in Queensland. Tell that to the Olympic 
and Paralympic medallists from Queensland who have won gold in the pool because they trained in 
Queensland. Tell those athletes that the National Aquatic Centre is a vanity project. He did not ask me 
about funding or construction delivery; he asked me whether there were going to be car parks available. 
Yes, there are going to be some car parks. That was the only question.  

The shadow minister for industrial relations had me for the most time, a solid two-hour block, and 
I did not get one question. I was sitting there bored, with my arms folded, waiting for the former minister 
for industrial relations to ask me a question. I was waiting for her to mention the CFMEU. Then I heard 
‘union’ and I thought, ‘She’s finally going to apologise for all the grief she caused on construction sites 
when she was responsible for the policy levers of the construction industry as industrial relations 
minister.’ But no— 

Ms GRACE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take offence at those words and I ask 
that they be withdrawn.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member has taken offence. I ask you to withdraw. 
Mr BLEIJIE: I withdraw. She did mention unions, but it was about her union mates not being on 

board positions anymore. The Labor Party does not believe you can be a worker and fight for workers’ 
rights unless you are a signed, sealed member of the union movement in Queensland. We believe that 
all workers have the right to choose not to be a member of their unions and a worker can talk about 
workplace health and safety without being a member of one of the Labor affiliated unions in the state. I 
did not even get one question from the industrial relations shadow minister. In fact, in the 4½ hours I 
was in the box seat I got two questions, one from the member for Woodridge and one from the Greens. 
The shadow industrial relations minister sat there for two hours and could not muster the courage to 
ask me one question. You could have asked me— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Your comments will come through the chair.  
Mr BLEIJIE: The member could have asked me, ‘How’s the weather today?’ and I would have 

answered. I did not even get a weather question. It could have been non-political—just any question. 
‘How was your day today, Deputy Premier? Are you good today?’ I would have said, ‘Yes, member. 
Thank you for the question.’ I would have been honoured to have had one question but, no, the CFMEU 
reigns supreme on the Labor Party. 

Look at what we are delivering. We have the Sovereign Industry Development Fund protecting 
our business defence industry and supporting our veterans with businesses across the state. We have 
had sod turns. We had the member for Lockyer as a great chair, and I thank all the members on the 
State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee for the great work they have done. We have 
the Residential Activation Fund and the Land Activation Program.  
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The member for Woodridge thought he had a really good question. He asked the CEO of EDQ, 
Julian Simmonds: ‘Have you been approached to be the new director-general of the Deputy Premier’s 
department?’ Julian said, ‘No,’ and look who we appointed: Mr David Mackie, a long-term public 
servant. The only thing the member for Woodridge thought he had on the Deputy Premier turned out to 
be a complete falsehood, because that is what the Labor Party do.  

I turn to WorkCover. The shadow minister for industrial relations was asking me what premiums 
had been paid for a year that had not taken place yet. I said, ‘I’m not Nostradamus. I can’t answer the 
question because the premiums have not been paid yet. How would I know how many have been paid 
for a future date?’ What a joke. The shadow industrial relations minister should not even be sitting as 
shadow industrial relations minister— 

Ms GRACE: Mr Deputy Speaker— 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Time has expired. 
Mr BLEIJIE:—and should apologise— 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Time has expired!  
Mr BLEIJIE:—for her support of the CFMEU. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resume your seat!  
Ms GRACE: Mr Deputy Speaker— 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Deputy Premier, you are warned. Member for 

McConnel, you have the call.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker: I rise on a matter of privilege suddenly arising. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your matter of privilege? 
Mr BLEIJIE: I ask, respectfully, what the warning is for.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: You were asked to resume your seat. Resume your seat now. You do 

not have the call. 
Mr BLEIJIE: I have a matter of privilege suddenly arising, Mr Deputy Speaker. I was being yelled 

at by the shadow minister. I could not hear— 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resume your seat, Deputy Premier. I have heard your matter— 
Mr BLEIJIE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I could not hear you call— 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is not a matter of privilege suddenly arising. If you have a matter 

of privilege suddenly arising, you can write to the Speaker. Resume your seat.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker: I rise on a matter of privilege suddenly arising.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resume your seat, member.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker: I rise on a matter of privilege suddenly arising.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resume your seat and I will take some advice. Member, I have warned 

you based on your conduct. If you have a concern about that warning, you can write to the Speaker. 
That is not a matter of privilege suddenly arising. You can rise if you do have a matter of privilege 
suddenly arising.  

Mr BLEIJIE: I rise on a matter of privilege suddenly arising. I give notice that I will move dissent 
from your ruling warning me.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I call the member for McConnel. 
Hon. G GRACE (McConnel—ALP) (3.52 pm): We talk about living rent-free in somebody’s head. 

I have been living rent-free in the member for Kawana’s head for quite some time now and enjoying 
every single minute of it. When it comes to asking questions at estimates we want answers, and that is 
exactly what we do not get from this government. No matter how many questions we ask of ministers, 
we just get raving about irrelevant things that happened years ago. We never get an answer to anything. 
They sit there laughing and folding their arms because they know that is exactly what happens. Let me 
let the government in on a secret: we are not going to waste our time asking questions of ministers 
because they never answer the question or get to the detail.  

For a newly elected government who continually talk about a fresh start, all we saw were old 
habits that die very hard. They dodged, they deflected and they hoped that the clock would run out. 
Across industrial relations, the Olympic and Paralympic Games and racing, this government’s record 
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speaks for itself: an unexplained spike in WorkCover budgeted premium income for Queensland 
government controlled entities; a minister who struggled to explain what he is actually responsible for 
in his own games portfolio; and a racing integrity chief who resigned on the eve of estimates, citing 
major concerns over the delayed new integrity model. We still do not know how that is going to operate 
and it has been around for about 12 months.  

Queenslanders were promised transparency and accountability. Instead what they get are 
ministers who cannot or will not answer a question about their own budgets and their own decisions 
and will not take responsibility for any of their actions. They are all talk and no action. If ministers are 
going to hold out for that question, be prepared to answer it because I am not going to waste my time 
and I will make that absolutely sure. WorkCover Queensland is the state’s workers compensation 
insurer, and board integrity matters. Independent voices on that board matter.  

Mr Lister interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Order, member for Southern Downs. 

Ms GRACE: It has been past practice that the independent voices come from those registered 
trade unions. That has been broken by this government.  

Mr Lister interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Resume your seat. Member for Southern Downs, I 
just brought you to order. You are warned under the standing orders.  

Ms GRACE: That has been the past custom and practice. Can I say one thing: what goes around 
comes around. If they want to play this game, there will come a time when we will play and we will play 
very well.  

It raises real alarm bells that we have these unexplained premium increases for government 
entities. They are up nearly $200 million, which is a 38 per cent increase, but we cannot get anyone to 
explain it. The CEO was repeatedly insistent that there has been no change to how government risk is 
priced or the calculation of the premium. If that is true, then someone needs to explain why budgeted 
premium income from Queensland government controlled entities has gone up 38 per cent. I can 
guarantee the House that wages have not gone up 38 per cent and neither has the number of public 
servants. Something is happening, but can we get an answer? No, we cannot get an answer.  

When it comes to the independent voice on the Work Health and Safety Board, it is imperative 
that these people can speak up on behalf of injured workers and their families. Instead, you have to ask 
who is representing the employer and who is representing the workers, because you cannot tell. They 
are all cut from the same cloth, which is a disgraceful situation in this state. Like I said, what goes 
around comes around. There is also somebody on the Work Health and Safety Board who is before the 
Federal Court.  

We are six years out from the Olympic Games and we have a minister who does not know what 
they are doing. The only thing the minister could tell me—and he mentioned it seven times in about 
three paragraphs—was that the Games Leadership Group does whole-of-government risk 
management, yet when I asked questions on security, fibre optics, data collection and ticketing costs—
they are all things to do with venues that we need to have in place—his answer was, ‘That’s not my 
responsibility.’ He would not answer one question on any of that.  

When it comes to racing, we have integrity issues already raising their head. We had to fix up 
their mess last time and I guarantee we will have to fix it again. The promised greyhound infrastructure 
in Bundaberg has been reversed and backflipped. This government is all talk and no action.  

(Time expired)  

Hon. BA MICKELBERG (Buderim—LNP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (3.57 pm): The 
member for McConnel talks about past conduct and practices. The past conduct and practices of the 
former Labor government was to be owned—signed, sealed and delivered—by the CFMEU, led by the 
member for McConnel. That is their record, and what did Queenslanders get as a consequence?  

Ms GRACE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I take offence at that and ask that it be withdrawn.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Member, can I ask that you cease the hand gestures when 
you make future points of order. That does not assist with conduct in the chamber. Member for Buderim, 
the member has taken personal offence. I would ask you to withdraw.  
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Mr MICKELBERG: I withdraw. What did Queenslanders get as a consequence of Labor ministers 
who were owned—signed, sealed and delivered—by the CFMEU? In my transport and main roads 
portfolio, they got $6.7 billion of budget blowouts. Not a single project that our government inherited 
from the Labor government was on time or on budget—not one. By contrast, we are getting on with the 
job of delivering for Queensland. I only have five minutes for my contribution, which is a very short time 
to talk about $55.9 billion of projects but I will give it a crack.  

As I said, there is $55.9 billion of QTRIP investments, which is almost 50 per cent more than 
Labor’s last budget, and they are all about responding to the growing needs of our state. We are getting 
on with the job of delivering projects, like the $9 billion on the Bruce Highway through the Bruce 
Highway Targeted Safety Program. It is our government that got rid of the CFMEU tax and dealt with 
their productivity-destroying ways, and of course we made 50-cent fares permanent. That is another 
great LNP initiative. That is our record, but let’s contrast that with the Labor record, which was 
$6.7 billion of budget blowouts in the transport and main roads portfolio alone. That is Labor’s record. 
We will contrast our record with that every day of the week.  

I want to take the opportunity to address some of the matters raised in the Labor opposition’s 
statement of reservation. It is a good piece of creative writing; I will give them that. It does, however, 
ignore a few trivial matters like facts or history. I will give a few examples. The statement of reservation 
says— 
During Estimates, the Queensland Labor Opposition revealed that the Tiaro Bypass project cost has blown out, potentially to 
almost double the original project cost.  

I hate to break it to the shadow transport minister, but he did not reveal the said cost blowout in 
relation to that project; I did, back on 14 March 2025 in my media release titled ‘Labor’s $6.7 billion road 
and transport blowouts laid bare’. We have a shadow transport minister incorrectly claiming credit for 
exposing a cost blowout that he presided over—a cost blowout on his watch. That is the best this 
pathetic Labor opposition have from this estimates process. I say to the member for Aspley that I do 
not need help exposing Labor’s incompetence when it comes to delivering transport projects. I 
appreciate the own goals, but, to be frank, I am more than capable of exposing Labor’s incompetence 
when it comes to delivering transport projects. I can advise the member for Aspley that our government 
has secured additional federal funding for the project and we now await federal EPBC approval, and 
God knows how that is going to impact the process. To be frank, it is our government getting on with 
the job of a project on which they presided over blowouts and delays. We will continue to get on with 
the job.  

Let’s have a look at the rest of the statement of reservation, which has not aged well. I have to 
apologise to the member for Lockyer, the chair of the committee. Normally I am pretty keen to read his 
committee reports as soon as they are released, but, unfortunately, on this occasion I was unable to do 
so when it was tabled. That is because on 14 August, when the report was published, I was on the Gold 
Coast announcing that expressions of interest for the design package of the Coomera Connecter stage 
2 were being released. It is our government, the Crisafulli government—not Labor—moving ahead with 
stage 2. We are going to plan it properly and we are going to deliver it properly—unlike those opposite, 
who saw cost overruns on stage 1 nearly double under their watch. Imagine my surprise when I got 
around to reading the report after I got back from the Gold Coast, in particular the bit in Labor’s 
statement of reservation where it casts doubt on our government’s commitment to the Coomera 
Connector. Here is a hint for the member for Aspley: it is hard to mount a credible scare campaign 
about a project not proceeding if the news of the day is that the government have green-lit that project 
and are getting on with the job and delivering that project when those opposite never could.  

Queenslanders deserve a credible Labor opposition, but what we have right now is a Labor 
opposition bereft of ideas and incapable of doing the work required to hold our government to account. 
I am not going to talk about the number of questions I got from the Labor opposition. Suffice it to say, it 
was fewer than 10. In the short time I have remaining, I want to place on record my thanks to the 
committee alongside all the secretariat staff.  

(Time expired)  

Hon. GJ BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (4.02 pm): I must say, I think the member for Buderim is 
cooked if that is all he had in his response to this estimates hearing. The State Development, 
Infrastructure and Works Committee estimates hearing raised serious questions about the Crisafulli 
government’s transparency, accountability and direction when it comes to sport here in Queensland. 
Estimates is supposed to be about scrutiny. It is an opportunity for the parliament to ask where 
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taxpayers’ money is actually going, why decisions have been made and what Queenslanders are 
getting in return. However, too often we were met with delays, deflections and promises of 
announcements ‘in due course’.  

One of the clearest examples was the government’s long-awaited sport strategy, Queensland 
spirit: the road to 2032. This strategy was supposed to be released in 2025. It was delayed again and 
again. When was it finally released? It was released on the morning of the estimates hearing in the 
chamber. Queensland waited months and months for this strategy, but the opposition was given no 
time to examine it to allow proper scrutiny of the document. When we asked why it had been delayed, 
departmental officers made it very clear that the timing was the decision of the executive government. 
Despite repeated questions from us, no-one could provide an explanation for the delays or why the 
strategy suddenly appeared on the morning of estimates.  

Then there was the question of what happened to the funding while the strategy remained 
unreleased? Was funding allocated? Was it deferred? Was it redirected? Instead of clear answers, we 
were told that further announcements would be made, again, ‘in due course’. Estimates is not a press 
conference. It is not an opportunity to tease future announcements. It is a parliamentary accountability 
process designed to scrutinise decisions of this government that have already been made and on which 
taxpayers’ money has been spent.  

The hearing also raised serious uncertainty about the future of Sports House in Brisbane. Sports 
House provides affordable accommodation and support for sporting organisations and peak bodies that 
help deliver community sports right across Queensland, yet we heard that tenant organisations remain 
on short-term arrangements, with leases due to expire on 31 December 2026. Happy new year! Despite 
questions about previous reviews, discussions with tenants and the government’s long-term intentions, 
there was still no certainty about what is to happen next. These organisations should be focused on 
growing participation and supporting Queensland sport, not wondering whether they will have a home 
after December.  

Then there is the Suncorp Stadium upgrade. We repeatedly asked questions about the proposed 
redevelopment—its cost, its scope and, importantly, where the money was coming from. Questions 
were redirected to the Olympic and Paralympic Games session, but, ultimately, it was confirmed that 
funding is intended to come from the games legacy fund. That confirmation only created further 
questions. What will the total redevelopment of Suncorp Stadium cost, what exactly will Queenslanders 
get from that investment and how will spending on a major stadium be balanced against the 
infrastructure needs of grassroots clubs right across Queensland? These were reasonable questions 
involving significant amounts of public money. They deserve direct answers and they did not get them. 
That was perhaps the biggest theme of this estimates hearing. Too many questions were taken on 
notice. Questions about expenditure, staffing, advertising programs and funding allocations were 
repeatedly deferred. Of course, there will always be questions that require additional information, but 
Queenslanders should expect their ministers to arrive at estimates prepared to account for their 
portfolios.  

We are less than six years from the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Queensland 
athletes, volunteers, clubs and sporting organisations need certainty. They need a clear strategy, 
transparency around funding and confidence in the future of facilities like Sports House. They deserve 
to know that investment in major venues like Suncorp Stadium will not come at the expense of 
grassroots sporting infrastructure. Instead, this estimates hearing exposed delayed strategic planning, 
uncertainty around key sporting assets and a government often too willing to not provide answers about 
how taxpayers’ money is being spent. Queensland sport deserves better than ‘in due course’.  

(Time expired)  

Hon. ST O’CONNOR (Bonney—LNP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for 
Youth) (4.07 pm): Labor’s statement of reservation to this report is a remarkable attempt to rewrite both 
the estimates hearing and their own decade of failure on housing. Their big, very misleading revelation 
was that this government has reduced $42 million in homelessness services funding. Labor once again 
is scaremongering and playing politics with vulnerable Queenslanders.  

In Labor’s last three budgets they allocated $199.3 million to the Immediate Housing Response 
hotel and motel program. In our first two budgets we have allocated more than $260 million to this 
program on top of funding the nearly $40 million budget black hole left behind by the member for Gaven 
for IHR. That top-up, temporary funding that our government put into the program was to keep it going 
while we got people out of hotels and motels and into homes. We temporarily increased funding to 
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respond to the pressure the system was under after Labor failed those vulnerable Queenslanders. That 
means that we are now relying less on inappropriate, expensive hotels and motels and moving more 
Queenslanders into actual homes.  

The numbers show that this is working. Since 1 July last year we have seen over 3,500 
households move out of hotels and motels and into housing. While Labor like to pretend that this claim 
was a big reveal at estimates, we have been up-front about moving away from a program which our 
own service providers tell us does not work, is not value for money and puts vulnerable Queenslanders 
in disgusting conditions for months on end, or in some cases for years on end, without pathways into 
an actual home. What makes this scaremongering worse is that the shadow minister knows this. I talked 
about IHR at length in my speech on the budget. I spoke about it to the sector directly on budget night 
at an event the shadow minister was at. We provided every provider with their updated contract by 10 
July—weeks before the estimates hearing.  

The number peddled by Labor is misleading. The latest financial year data we have, which covers 
2023-24 and 2024-25, shows homelessness services reported a surplus of more than $20 million—the 
vast majority of which was IHR money. It is almost half of the cut claimed by Labor. That is without even 
factoring in the most recent financial year or the additional funding provided to these services by our 
government. Labor measures success by how much taxpayers spend putting people into inappropriate 
hotels and motels. We measure it by how many people we get into a home. Our record construction 
program is allowing us to do that more than ever. The people who spend a lot of time talking about 
delivering social and affordable housing would have a lot more credibility with those claims if they had 
actually done it during the decade they got to control this state.  

While Labor spins a story about cuts, the Crisafulli government is delivering a record 
$1.389 billion for homelessness services across our first three years as a government, compared with 
just $822 million in funding allocated across Labor’s last three years in power. For the benefit of the 
member for Gaven, $1.389 billion is a bigger number than $822 million—the opposite of a cut. All those 
services are receiving a 20 per cent uplift and three-year funding certainty all the way through to 2029.  

Labor’s statement of reservation goes on, ridiculously claiming that our decision to stop 
manufacturing expensive modular homes at an unsuitable Eagle Farm depot is privatisation, ignoring 
the fact that those homes were costing up to 20 per cent more and the work orders had dried up. There 
are no QBuild job losses—not one. The depot is still there. It is still in public hands. Our tradies and 
apprentices remain and they are doing a fantastic job. Our QBuild housing factory in Cairns is increasing 
production by up 40 per cent in a location where the private market for modular housing is limited and 
it is closer to the communities that those homes will be delivered to.  

Do not look at what state Labor say about housing; look at their record over their decade in 
power. They added an average annual number of social homes of just 509. They sold nearly 2,000 
public housing properties. In contrast, since I became housing minister we have contracted alone over 
5,500 social and affordable homes for delivery. We have already tripled Labor’s annual delivery figures 
for social and community housing and we are on track to deliver over 2,000 social and community 
homes per year by the end of our first term.  

Hon. MAJ SCANLON (Gaven—ALP) (4.12 pm): The housing minister says, ‘Don’t look at what 
Labor says.’ I say: look at his own department’s spreadsheet, which I table.  
Tabled paper: Document, undated, depicting spreadsheet of homeless services [1438]. 

Some $42 million has been reduced this year from the fund that keeps people off the streets. 
Here is what that cut actually sounds like. This is not from me, but from those in the minister’s own 
department, and I quote— 
A lot of the funding got cut as of end of July as well. So a lot of these services are trying to operate with a huge amount of funding 
gone.  

It’s awful, because you can see people that desperately need it. And you are talking, where is the safe place to park the car.  

Unfortunately, we are in a system that is struggling to keep up with demand.  

I am not going to say who made that comment to someone who is struggling, because we know what 
this government does to people who are honest and speak out.  

Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Order! Member for Bonney. 
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Ms SCANLON: We have seen in the paper how this government gags social services for being 
honest about the real situation. I think it is pretty telling that we are in a situation in Queensland where 
we are discussing where a safe place is for someone to live in their car. That is where we are at. 

Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Bonney. 
Ms SCANLON: The member for Bonney spent five minutes trying to spin. The spreadsheet shows 

pretty clearly that there is a reduction in funding. It is not our document; it is an internal department 
spreadsheet. Next to the emergency accommodation fund, someone in the minister’s own department 
used the word ‘reduction’. Next to that there were some other words: ‘highly politically sensitive’. 
Translate that and we see that the minister’s own Public Service knew that this would hurt people. They 
knew that it would be a scandal so they wrote it down. Clearly, the member for Bonney hoped that 
no-one would see it, but we did.  

Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Resume your seat, please, member for Gaven. 

Member for Bonney, you are now warned under the standing orders.  
Ms SCANLON: Some $42 million is gone from the fund that helps people who are sleeping rough 

tonight. Let us name who actually absorbed it. Micah Projects had $18 million cut in one year. These 
are the people who go out in vans to try to find people who are sleeping in tents and help them. Brisbane 
Youth Service is helping teenagers off the street. UnitingCare, an organisation in the member for 
Bonney’s electorate, that was just named as the second most unaffordable place to live in the country, 
have just had their funding cut. Here is the bit that the minister cannot spin. Homelessness is not down. 
In fact, he said it himself on the record. He said, ‘There is an increase in visible homelessness,’ yet he 
cut funding to the key program anyway.  

As I said, I am not going to mention who all of these people are who are speaking out, but the 
suggestion that homelessness services are happy about this cut is absolute nonsense. I want to be 
really clear about what this money buys. Nobody is suggesting that a hotel room is a miracle, but a 
hotel room is a lot better than sleeping in a tent or in your car. That is the choice that this fund actually 
makes. The choice that this government made was to cut that funding.  

It does not stop there. We also have the Deputy Premier, who has basically axed nearly 10,000 
affordable homes from the pipeline—homes that working people could actually afford; people like 
nurses, cleaners and apprentices who deserve access to affordable housing. I see those opposite 
shaking their heads. It could not be any clearer.  

Mr O’Connor interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Bonney, you were on a warning and you 

are making commentary as you leave. You can leave the chamber for one hour. 
Whereupon the honourable member for Bonney withdrew from the chamber at 4.16 pm.  
Ms SCANLON: The member for Bonney wants this House to believe that this is all being 

managed and that everyone who is experiencing homelessness has been offered housing. No-one 
working on the front line believes that and yet his own evidence, his department’s evidence, also shows 
that is not true. There has been a massive increase in the length of time that people are now waiting to 
get social housing. It is now 31 months. Last year it was 21 months. It has blown out. Clearly, the two 
of those things cannot both be true.  

The minister just got up and said that the numbers show it is working. I do not think that 50,000 
people sitting on the social housing waiting list think the numbers show it is working. They deserve a 
government that does not con them. They deserve a government that admits that things are tough and 
funds crisis accommodation and actually shows a pipeline of projects, not cuts them.  

Hon. TL MANDER (Everton—LNP) (Minister for Sport and Racing and Minister for the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games) (4.18 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate on the report tabled by the State 
Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee. As has been the case with my colleagues, I will 
specifically speak to the statement of reservation of those opposite. To be blunt, it reveals an opposition 
with nothing to say.  

Those opposite complained—and the shadow minister just repeated his complaint—that the 
sport strategy was released at estimates. Let’s think about it. Where could you examine that any more 
vigorously than at estimates? There were a couple of hours to look at that and ask questions. We 
basically got no questions at all. They complain about the process, but they have to do a bit of 
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self-reflection and realise that they need to use their time well and smartly. They had plenty of 
opportunity to do that. Queensland spirit: the road to 2032 is a clear road map based on four pillars: 
Games On!, Queensland is the home of Australian sport, Play On! and Beyond 2032.  

Queensland sporting organisations endured 1,200 days of games chaos under the former Labor 
government instead of a tangible long-term sport strategy connected to the games. Games On! is 
delivering record investment in grassroots sporting infrastructure. The sheer volume of applications in 
this recent round reflects the overwhelming demand from Queensland clubs after a decade of neglect 
by previous Labor governments. Play On! is now a fully funded, permanent and ongoing program that 
delivers meaningful cost-of-living relief that lands in the hands of Queensland families. Rather than 
taking my word for it, let us see what all of the different Queensland peak sporting bodies say. I table 
their letters of endorsement.  
Tabled paper: Bundle of correspondence, from various sporting groups, regarding the Play On! Sports Vouchers Program [1439]. 

The QRL’s Glenn Ottaway reported rugby league redemptions are up 78 per cent and female 
redemptions are up 104 per cent. AFL Queensland says Play On! sports vouchers have significantly 
reduced the barriers and cost burdens for Queensland families. Netball has reported a 50 per cent 
increase in redemptions, stating that it can be the difference between a child playing sport or missing 
out. Tennis Queensland and Queensland Cricket both wrote to say it is evident this government listened 
when building the strategy and acknowledged the impact of Play On! 

Let’s address the issue the shadow minister brought up—the member for Cooper seems 
obsessed with it as well—concerning Sports House and the Suncorp Stadium upgrade, the largest 
upgrade in the venue’s history. The upgrade to Suncorp Stadium will have no impact on Sports House. 
How much clearer do we have to be? By the way, these organisations got a guarantee of funding from 
this government for the next four years. Rather than them coming back and begging year after year, 
we have given them funding for the future. We have also said that their future is secure with respect to 
their location. Of course, those opposite were not interested in that; they were only interested in 
scaremongering.  

Then we look at racing. The member for McConnel asked a question about the Bundaberg race 
track which I am pleased to address here again. We make no apologies for taking animal welfare 
seriously. Do not forget: the other side failed to fulfil a promise to upgrade the track at Bundaberg. We 
went there and said, ‘We’re going to do it. We’re going to turn it into sand.’ That is the commitment we 
made and that is the commitment we will fulfil. We have also brought in experts, who state that the 
safest track is a straight track. That is the track we will deliver there. Those opposite have no idea about 
greyhound racing. The member for Ipswich is putting out petitions against it. The shadow minister 
argues about greyhound racing tracks. I have no idea where they stand with respect to that. We have 
completed the most comprehensive review in decades, and The next lap is a clear plan for the future 
of racing in Queensland.  

When it comes to the games, those opposite have no right to talk about the organisation of the 
games when they do not understand the governance model, of who is responsible for whom. I heard 
the shadow sport minister during the estimates hearing claiming that Suncorp Stadium is not an 
Olympics stadium. Where do they think the soccer will be played? It is going to be the No. 1 venue. It 
will be at Suncorp Stadium. We have gone about our business. We have delivered our delivery plan. 
We will deliver a games that everyone will be proud of. 

(Time expired)  

Mr MELLISH (Aspley—ALP) (4.23 pm): The transport minister regularly tells Queenslanders that 
his government builds things on time and on budget, so I put that exact line to him in estimates. One of 
the most telling parts of the estimates session was when I asked directly whether any of the 
government’s own election commitment projects had increased in cost or blown out in time and, of 
course, they could not answer.  

Going back a step, we started the transport estimates session with advertising, because it set 
the tone for the entire session. I asked the director-general a simple question: what did Transport and 
Main Roads spend on advertising in 2025-26? What followed was half a dozen points of order, a fight 
over jurisdiction with DPC and repeated attempts to wave the question away before it even got to the 
other side of the table, despite the Manager of Opposition Business pointing out the precedent that the 
sport department director-general had answered the exact question in their session. Eventually, after 
being pressed, we got a number. There was $8.8 billion budgeted in 2025-26 across four campaigns: 
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e-mobility laws; ‘Fixing the Bruce’; ‘No excuse for speeding’; and the drink-driving campaigns. When I 
asked how much was budgeted for each individual campaign amidst a growing road toll, the 
government could not or would not say. This is not a hard question—it is based on lines of questioning 
in estimates from years past—and this government dodged it for the best part of 10 minutes.  

Worryingly, we then moved onto the pattern of cost blowouts this minister will not own. I put it to 
him directly: is the Tiaro Bypass now a $650 million project? We heard from the minister earlier: back-
and-forth, a bit of skirting around the answer, a bit of saying, ‘Of course it’s not a $336 million project.’ 
I checked the website just 10 minutes ago and, despite talking about it at estimates, it still says it is a 
$336 million project. This minister is happy to have incorrect information out there in the public. He is 
happy to mislead the public on the cost of his projects and hide his own cost blowouts. This is a blowout 
on the minister’s watch, in black and white, that is only coming to light because the federal government 
actually believes in cost transparency. The Crisafulli government clearly does not. I feel for the 
department having to cover for this minister’s ‘on time and on budget’ claims time and time again. We 
know that they wince every time he says it.  

It does not stop there. On the Wave, leaked CBRC documents reported by Channel 7 put stage 3 
at $5 billion. The department would not confirm or deny that figure. Instead, we got a marketing pitch 
about seamless connectivity while the project is quietly being broken into 13 separate work packages 
staged across multiple future budgets so that the true cost never has to be declared in one place.  

Remarkably, on the Coomera Connector—a project sitting in this government’s own 2032 
Olympics delivery plan—I asked directly whether future stages would be built in time for the 2032 
Olympics. We did not get an answer. There was talk about design and talk about planning. Bizarrely, 
in the chamber just before the minister was claiming that Coomera Connector stage 2 is on track. 
Minister, we have the documents here. It is a Channel 7 story, which I am happy to table, saying ‘deferral 
of funding for Coomera Connector stage 2 to beyond 2029-30’.  
Tabled paper: Extract, undated, from 7 News titled ‘Secret Documents’ regarding Department of Transport and Main Roads 
[1440]. 

There it is in black and white: this project has been deferred. Last time we brought this up in 
parliament, the minister tried to claim he could not see it; he said the writing was too small. These are 
the minister’s own CBRC documents. Maybe he has to call the Treasurer and ask him if the project is 
cut. It is the biggest project on the Gold Coast and he will not admit it has been cut. It has been pushed 
back. There is no chance of this project happening before the Olympics. This minister, black and blue, 
is still telling the chamber and Queenslanders that they are getting on with this project, despite all 
evidence to the contrary. I look forward to seeing a sod turn on this project. I look forward to seeing 
construction start, but it will not happen under this government.  

Brisbane was not spared, either. On the jointly funded Brisbane Metro expansion business cases, 
the government claimed no knowledge of any delay, despite Brisbane City Council’s own statements 
to the contrary. On the Story Bridge—it has a $3.6 billion renewal bill, according to council’s own 
updates—this minister confirmed the state is not currently offering Brisbane City Council a cent.  

Then came the admission that says everything about where this government’s priorities lie. It 
was confirmed that the government had quietly gone to market for 600 new buses—diesel only—with 
an expected working life of around 20 years. The first delivery is not due until 2027-28. Here we are in 
2026. While the rest of the country moves towards zero-emissions public transport, this government is 
locking onto our roads diesel buses that will still be running into the late 2040s. This is not a transition; 
this is a retreat. There were no media releases and no statements—just quietly breaking promises 
across the board in the transport portfolio. 

When the committee turned to Queensland Rail in the evening session we saw this minister’s 
approach to his own portfolio laid bare. Despite massive service cuts, the minister still will not claim any 
ownership of this, completely handballing it to Queensland Rail. This is not a minister managing a 
dispute; this is a minister standing on the sidelines while Queensland commuters pay the price day after 
day, night after night. For enterprise bargaining he refuses to get personally involved and he refuses to 
fix it.  

In other details we got in this hearing, we sadly heard that projects like the Birdwood Road 
Veloway project have been scrapped and station upgrades across the state have been scrapped. This 
is not a government of transparency. This is not a government of ‘on time and on budget’. It is easy to 
be on time and on budget when you do not have timeframes and you do not have a budget.  
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Mr KEMPTON (Cook—LNP) (4.28 pm): As a member of the State Development, Infrastructure 
and Works Committee, I rise to contribute to the debate on the Appropriation Bill estimates committee 
report. Estimates hearings might be likened to an annual boxing tournament: there is much preparation 
in working up a strategy, sifting through the form of the other party looking for weaknesses and attack 
points, all leading up to the big contest. The 2026 estimates hearings were such a contest. In 2026 the 
referee in these proceedings was the Speaker, so ably supported by his deputy, the member for Scenic 
Rim. Not only did the Speaker offer a fair contest that ensured the rules were adhered to, he ensured 
the opposition—that is, the members of the Labor opposition sitting on committee—were given more 
than half of the available time in which to attempt to score points on government ministers.  

The big day arrived for the estimates hearing relevant to the State Development, Infrastructure 
and Works Committee and the relevant portfolios within its remit. Each side was prepared and primed 
for the event which was to occur in the red chamber at a predetermined time and according to a tight 
schedule. There was a hum of excitement as the participants gathered which soon dropped to a hush 
as the Speaker opened the proceedings.  

First into the arena was the Hon. Tim Mander, Minister for Sport and Racing and Minister for the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. No stranger to the field of hard-fought contest, the former NRL referee 
was looking confident as he calmly took his place on centre stage, ready for the anticipated barrage—
a barrage that never came. Even though the opposition brought out some of their best performers they 
were no match for this seasoned minister, who took out the contest without a blow—a minister who, 
despite muckraking and scare tactics by Labor, has excelled in putting the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games back on track for 2032 after Labor left the games in disarray.  

Next onto the stage was the much anticipated feature event, the Hon. Jarrod Bleijie, Deputy 
Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial 
Relations, promising a hard-fought and gruelling event where he would fend off an onslaught from the 
opposition’s finest. Whilst he may not qualify as a welterweight, he certainly looked the part—
resplendent in his shining belt. Despite the hours of opportunity, the dancing around, the posturing and 
gesturing, the opposition only managed to ask the Deputy Premier one question, which he brushed 
aside with ease. The Deputy Premier in response rolled out his successful Residential Activation Fund, 
delivering a blow to which the opposition had no answer.  

Following closely to this veteran was a relative newcomer, Sam O’Connor, Minister for Housing 
and Public Works and Minister for Youth, who acquitted himself with the discipline and style usually 
reserved for the more experienced contestants. The minister carefully and decisively batted away any 
sign of attack by the now hapless rabble, with little conviction left despite substituting members with 
Labor’s big guns. The minister need only refer to Labor’s failure to deliver one new house in their decade 
of decline to emerge the clear winner of this third round of the estimates contest.  

The final performance was delivered by the Minister for Transport and Main Roads, Brent 
Mickelberg, a session which went well into the night. Similar to the honourable minister for housing, he 
was not a seasoned campaigner in estimates bouts. However, with perfect timing he knocked any 
opposition to the canvas by revealing he had secured 80-20 funding for the Bruce Highway whilst his 
opposition floundered around in confusion and uncertainty. It was another victory in what had become 
obviously a one-sided contest.  

As in all of these arenas there are those behind the scenes helping prepare and deliver, such as 
ministerial staff, departmental officers and secretarial staff who should all be thanked. Lastly, the chair 
of the committee, Jim McDonald, and the Leader of the House, Christian Rowan, need to be recognised 
for their experience in delivering a fair contest. 

Ms MULLEN (Jordan—ALP) (4.32 pm): Once again, and despite a commitment from the minister 
at last year’s estimates hearing, there has been little work done on progressing a future plan and any 
forward funding for government employee housing. When questioned on the delivery of government 
employee housing, the director-general confirmed that the Crisafulli LNP government has not invested 
any new funding into the scheme, instead relying on the previous Labor government’s 2022-27 funding 
package of which $168 million remains. What is particularly galling is that the minister in last year’s 
estimates hearings confidently—and some may say arrogantly—said— 
… we are undertaking work that has never been undertaken before to model that demand across government and to inform our 
future decisions around future investments into the government employee housing program.  

He went on to say— 
We want this work to be completed as part of the next budget process. 
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As we discovered through questioning, it turns out this has not been done, despite the minister’s 
assertions it would be completed. Queensland’s frontline staff deserve to have access to secure, 
cost-effective accommodation in regional and remote areas of our state where they are needed most. 
Just a reminder: these are homes for our ambulance workers, nurses, health staff, teachers and police 
officers. Coupled with the fact that the current vacancy rate for government employee housing is sitting 
at 0.61 per cent, as confirmed by the government in response to a pre-estimates question, it shows 
how extremely tight and significant the demand for government housing is. Our frontline staff in regional 
and remote areas of Queensland deserve better, yet this LNP does not see any urgency in progressing 
a plan or funding government employee housing accordingly, instead continuing to rely on Labor’s 
investment.  

When it comes to housing, we also know that we need to get homes built faster. The Queensland 
government has an important role to play, particularly in progressing and investing in modern methods 
of construction. Whilst other state governments across Australia, such as New South Wales and 
Western Australia, are investing heavily in facilities to bolster scale and capacity needed for modern 
methods of construction, in Queensland we are embarrassingly going backwards when it comes to this, 
with no clear strategy or leadership. The director-general confirmed QBuild’s Rapid Accommodation 
and Apprenticeship Centre at Eagle Farm, which Labor established, has ceased manufacturing modular 
homes, with the last module completed in May 2026. That is interesting because I made a request to 
the minister to visit the Brisbane RAAC in May, as I had visited the Cairns facility the previous year, 
only to be advised I could not be granted approval to visit the site as the facility was an active worksite. 
Clearly, the only activity happening there was the complete shutdown of the RAAC and its conversion 
to a QBuild depot. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): I ask you to resume your seat. The time for debate on the 
report has expired.  

Report adopted.  

Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee, Report 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): The question is— 

That the report of the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee be adopted.  

Mr HUNT (Nicklin—LNP) (4.35 pm): I rise proudly as chair of the Justice, Integrity and Community 
Safety Committee, and proud member of the Crisafulli government, to thank the ministers and 
department staff for their attendance and assistance at the recent estimates hearings. Thank you also 
to our hardworking secretariat staff, who work under some very challenging deadlines in our very busy 
committee and always deliver. 

I am proud to be part of a government that has reformed the estimates process to make it fairer 
and more transparent by appointing the Speaker and Deputy Speaker to chair the process. I have 
listened to the opposition complaining about the amount of questions they got, despite getting around 
60 per cent of the time. They complain about points of order. However, if they complied with standing 
orders they would have more questions during the time allocated. Rather than put questions that comply 
with standing orders, they continued to put imputations and inferences into their questions, breaching 
standing orders, and then complain when they are called out. I am also proud to be part of a government 
delivering for Queensland in police, justice and youth justice—delivering real law and order reform and 
turning around the crime crisis we inherited.  

Labor’s statement of reservation to our committee report reads like an arsonist’s criticism of how 
the fire department dealt with the fires they lit. In keeping with the Little Mermaid theme of the day, to 
quote Ursula, those ‘poor unfortunate souls’! They have no credibility after a decade of decline in 
policing and law and order, the youth justice system and the justice department. 

With regard to the police budget, it is great to finally see police numbers actually increasing under 
our Crisafulli government. As outlined by the police minister, we have sworn in over 2,000 new police 
officers since taking office—an extraordinary commitment to law and order and community safety. With 
a decreasing attrition rate as we back our police, this has seen a net increase of over 800 police in just 
two years. This is in stark contrast to the last term of the former Labor government that only managed 
to increase police net numbers by just 76 in four years as police left the service in droves. It is great to 
be part of a government that backs our police with the laws and resources they need, and I look forward 
to continuing that with our new strong bail laws: Breach Bail, Go to Jail. 
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I also thank the police minister for acting quickly in delivering our Nambour Police Beat and 
continuing to fund that position into the future. We know that if Labor ever get back into government 
they will move quickly to close it as they never wanted it and rejected community calls for the facility 
over years.  

With regard to the portfolio of the Attorney-General and in particular her response in estimates 
around upgrades to the Nambour courthouse, I want to thank the Attorney-General for visiting Nambour 
courthouse with me last year and seeing firsthand the lack of disability access to the courtrooms 
upstairs in this establishment. This was something I brought to the attention of the Labor government 
when I was in opposition two parliaments ago and they did nothing. Despite being in government last 
parliament and having a Labor member in the seat, they still did not act on it.  

Nambour courthouse not only provides court services; it also conducts weddings, often small 
services with a few family members present. However, older family members and members with 
mobility issues were unable to get up the stairs to take part. This is 2026. Ignoring this project for the 
last decade amounted to serious neglect of our community by successive former Labor governments. 
I thank the Attorney-General for acting quickly to ensure the funds were made available to finally put 
an elevator into the Nambour courthouse and for highlighting that in our estimates hearing. These small 
improvements make a huge difference in our community.  

In relation to youth justice, it was great to hear the minister outline a record $7.2 billion to make 
Queensland safer, highlighting that this is more than six times the investment Labor made towards 
community safety in their last budget. It is no wonder that our commitment to community safety is 
starting to turn the tide on Labor’s youth crime crisis. Labor will continue to whinge and whine while we 
get on with the job of fixing the Police Service and the justice department, along with youth justice and 
corrective services. We are calmly and methodically delivering for Queensland after a decade of 
decline.  

Hon. MAJ SCANLON (Gaven—ALP) (4.40 pm): The Premier came to office promising a new 
standard of integrity and transparency—and didn’t that go out the window pretty quickly! We have had 
reports kept secret and social services reportedly being gagged for speaking the truth. In fact, when we 
asked the Integrity Commissioner—whose job, on page 40 of her statement of duties, is to advise the 
Premier on ethics and standards—how many times she had actually met the Premier, we discovered 
that his diary for the entire past financial year shows he never once met with the Integrity Commissioner. 
That is not oversight; that is a Premier who talks about integrity for the cameras and ignores it 
everywhere else.  

Then there is the money. We asked the CCC some very serious questions. They told the 
parliament again that the LNP’s decision to let property developers bankroll state election campaigns 
creates ‘increased risks of actual or perceived corruption’. Those are their words, not ours. Since that 
law changed, more than $170,000 has flowed from developers into political coffers, overwhelmingly to 
the Liberal National Party. Who is watching where that money comes from? The CCC says it has 
received no extra resourcing to police it. The Electoral Commissioner says there is not even a 
requirement to keep a list of developer donations. Let us be honest about what all of this means: this is 
a government approving very significant Olympic developments with one hand while stripping out 
affordable housing conditions with the other— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Order, member for Nanango. You are on the speaking list 
next. You will have your opportunity.  

Ms SCANLON:—and taking developer money the whole time it does it. The people writing the 
cheques are the same people whose towers are getting approved and whose affordable housing 
obligations are getting waived, yet no-one in Queensland is required to count what is changing hands 
while it all happens.  

It gets worse. The Queensland Family and Child Commission confirmed that, on any given day, 
more than 800 children in this state’s care are not in their approved placement. Some of them are being 
put up temporarily, as has been reported, in Child Safety offices. Children the state has taken 
responsibility for are sleeping in an office building because there is nowhere else to put them.  

Mrs Poole interjected.  
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Ms SCANLON: The commissioner told us that his office has formally raised this with the 
department. He had to lodge a series of statutory information requests just to find out where those 
children have actually been placed over the past 18 months. His words to the committee were that ‘child 
protection data has not been as available as it has historically been’. I say to the member for 
Mundingburra, who was groaning: go back and have a look at those estimates quotes.  

In terms of the Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce, this Premier stood up and promised 
Queenslanders answers on where these reforms stand. He said it himself. We asked the 
director-general for the status of every remaining Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce 
recommendation relevant to the justice portfolio. She said she could not tell us— 

Mr Hunt interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Cease your quarrelling across the chamber, member for Nicklin.  
Ms SCANLON: This is actually a serious issue, Deputy Speaker. We heard laughter from those 

opposite this morning when we asked these serious questions. Once again, those opposite do not think 
Queenslanders deserve answers to where— 

Mrs FRECKLINGTON: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take personal offence and ask the 
member to withdraw.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will take some advice. Member, there is no point of order. There was 
no reference to any member in the chamber.  

Ms SCANLON: We asked the director-general for the status and she could not tell us. She pointed 
us to another minister, despite the fact that the taskforce began in the justice portfolio and there are 
recommendations relevant to that portfolio. Then the minister responsible for domestic and family 
violence did not table a copy of where those recommendations stand and today still refuses to answer 
that very basic question. There is no public status report anywhere in this state on the single biggest 
program of reform this parliament has ever commissioned to keep women safe—not one document. 
Despite the promise and assurance given by the Premier— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Nanango, you are now warned.  
Ms SCANLON:—Queensland women got a wall of silence and a game of pass the parcel 

between ministers. This is a government that talks about community safety on every front page and 
then leaves the safety of family violence victims to fall through the cracks. We also saw that through 
questions that we put to the police. I do not have enough time to go through all of the shocking 
revelations made, but it is clear that what this government says and does are two very different things. 

Hon. DK FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and 
Minister for Integrity) (4.45 pm): It is obvious that, just like in estimates, the member has run out of 
questions. I remind the shadow attorney-general about how she ran out of questions in our estimates 
hearing. The member for Nicklin will remember this. She sat there, scratching her head, and then said, 
‘Quick, guys, get me another question. I know! I will ask the Minister for Integrity about integrity.’ And 
didn’t I have fun! I remind the shadow attorney-general about the question that she asked. I was about 
10 minutes into my response when the shadow minister said, ‘Please, just tell her to stop. We can’t 
keep talking about Palaszczuk’s integrity and Miles’s integrity.’  

A government member interjected.  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: I will get to that, but first I want to put on the record my thanks to the 

hardworking DoJ staff and, of course, the committee members, ably led by the member for Nicklin, who 
was able to showcase the hard work and dedication of the Crisafulli government in relation to the 
Department of Justice budget. It was really incredible to see the work that people, particularly in my 
department and my office, put in to getting ready for estimates.  

From the outset, the Crisafulli government has worked alongside our departmental staff with 
mutual respect and for the benefit of all Queenslanders. The siege culture that took root under Labor’s 
relentless bullying of the state’s Public Service has long gone. There is a fresh start and it is seen all 
the way through to the more than $2 billion 2026-27 justice budget, which continues to support the 
faster and fairer justice that Queenslanders elected us to deliver in the wake of the decade of decline.  

We are providing more funding for judges and greater prosecution capacity. We have spoken 
about the Nambour courthouse. In the House today we have talked about the increase in prosecution 
capacity and the essential infrastructure that prioritises domestic and family violence victims who come 
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to our courts. Just the other day in Cairns I saw the new safe room that is being built, thanks to the 
Crisafulli government. I can tell members that it is much needed. A victim of domestic and family 
violence was attending court when, unfortunately and horrifically, the perpetrator attempted to hit her 
again—in the court. When we came to government we funded those upgrades. They had not been 
funded by those opposite yet they stand in this chamber and dare say that they did something. We 
have increased the budget for domestic and family violence by 48 per cent.  

We have funded courthouse upgrades that were left undone by those opposite and they know it 
full well. We have funded many upgrades to our courthouses including, incredibly, providing stronger 
security for courthouses across the state. Our investment is continuing to fix Labor’s DNA debacle and 
providing for the creation of the nation-leading Queensland Protection Commission to address the 
failing child protection system that operated under those opposite. These are the things we are focused 
on and yet, in relation to the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee estimates hearing for 
2026, the statement of reservation from Labor members is a barrel-scraping exercise concerned only 
with spurious claims on integrity, for example.  

I thank the Labor opposition for this opportunity to remind them why Queenslanders ditched them 
at the last election—and here is just a sample, because I will not get through them all. No. 1 is the 
Coaldrake report. Palaszczuk was forced to announce a formal review into the Labor government’s own 
culture and accountability—Let the sunshine in. Then Labor did nothing. The former government, it was 
said in that report, was too tolerant of bullying. Senior public servants were deliberately suppressing 
records and renaming reports in an attempt to dodge RTIs. Lobbyists and unionists were 
unquestionably attached to the government. Then we had the member for Springwood linked to a 
decision by the so-called independent building watchdog to award a $400,000 contract to his recently 
departed director-general’s company. We could start on mangocube. We could talk about the pursuing 
of the Integrity Commissioner, the alteration of State Archivist reports and then, of course, Jackie Trad. 
I could keep going, but those opposite have nothing when it comes to integrity. 

(Time expired)  
Hon. GJ BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (4.50 pm): The Justice, Integrity and Community Safety 

Committee estimates hearing raised serious questions about this government’s priorities, their 
transparency and also the accountability of this Crisafulli LNP government, as we have heard today. 
Across police and corrective services, the opposition sought answers on those matters that determine 
the safety of Queensland people, and their answers were simply not good enough.  

Let me start with Queensland police. The Queensland Labor opposition holds our police officers 
in the highest regard: they keep Queenslanders safe, day in and day out, and I thank them for that, 
including my twin brother. They deserve our respect and support and a government that does not drag 
them into politics. That is why what we heard at the estimates hearing regarding Queensland’s crime 
statistics was so concerning for us. When questioned about changes to the timeframes being used to 
compare crime data, the acting commissioner told the committee that the QPS sought to ‘harmonise’ 
that data. When pressed on what that meant, he conceded that he did not think ‘there is any exact 
science to that’. Queenslanders deserve confidence that crime statistics are presented independently, 
consistently and without political interference. This is not about questioning the integrity of our police; it 
is about questioning the actions of a government that continues to blur the separation between politics 
and policing. Queensland has learned why that separation matters. That is why Labor has committed 
to establishing an independent community safety statistics bureau, as Queenslanders should be able 
to trust the numbers they are given by a government.  

Estimates also exposed deeply concerning figures about domestic and family violence response 
times. Through a question on notice the opposition uncovered that a code 1 incident, which involves 
‘imminent danger to human life’, took 4.2 hours to receive a response. Even more disturbing was a 
code 2 domestic violence incident ‘involving injury or the present threat of an injury’ where a victim 
waited 336.6 hours. Imagine being that victim. Imagine having to wait days for a response. Those 
figures should be seriously concerning to every single member of this House.  

We also asked questions about the Premier’s use of QGAir. The opposition uncovered that the 
Premier had undertaken 33 flights at a total cost to taxpayers of $983,338, yet questions remain about 
how the jet was in Wellcamp on 29 January— 

Mrs Poole interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Oder, member for Mundingburra! 
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Mr BUTCHER:—conveniently ready to take the Premier from an LNP function in Toowoomba to 
Sydney. When the opposition sought transparency on another matter, we again hit a brick wall. A 
Queensland Labor opposition member stated in the hearing— 
… Queenslanders have a right to know the cost of the King’s Counsel to protect the identity of the reported high-profile man. 

… 

I move that the committee moves to a private hearing with the acting commissioner and minister only to address the civil judicial 
review costs to the taxpayers. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Resume your seat. I will take some advice. Member 
for Gladstone, I remind you to be very cautious around the sub judice matters in relation to the matters 
you are raising there. There is a suppression order in relation to the matters you are raising. I ask you 
to be very cautious in your contribution going forward.  

Mr BUTCHER: Thank you, Deputy Speaker. Queenslanders deserve transparency as to how 
their money is being spent. The concerns did not end with police— 

Mrs Poole interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Mundingburra is warned.  
Mr BUTCHER: In corrective services, the hearing exposed an alarming lack of urgency regarding 

domestic and family violence perpetrator programs in Queensland’s prisons. When asked when a 
program would be delivered, the committee was told that ‘by the end of this year’ there would be a clear 
pathway forward—not a program delivered or additional places available. When asked what funding 
had been allocated, the response was ‘we will endeavour to find a program and deliver it within our 
existing funds’. That is simply not good enough.  

A question on notice revealed that, from March 2025 to March 2026, 6,599 prisoners sentenced 
for at least one domestic violence offence were discharged from custody. In that same period, only 55 
prisoners discharged had completed a domestic and family violence program. Those numbers should 
shock this government into action. Too many women are being killed, and we cannot talk about breaking 
the cycle of domestic violence without addressing perpetrator behaviour, particularly while they are 
incarcerated. The minister must properly resource this work and expedite the delivery of effective 
perpetrator programs. Estimates is about accountability, not about a failing government.  

Hon. LJ GERBER (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister 
for Corrective Services) (4.56 pm): There you have it! That is Labor’s shadow minister for corrective 
services. Those figures he was just talking about are his own former government figures—his own 
failures in relation to a domestic and family violence program that the former Labor government 
implemented in corrections that failed to rehabilitate offenders and put more offenders out there without 
being rehabilitated. The Crisafulli government is investing money to deliver a domestic and family 
violence program that actually works. The former Labor government did an evaluation of their program 
and it showed that it failed. It says it was not working and it was failing. What an abysmally hopeless 
shadow minister the member for Gladstone is. Not only did he get his own facts wrong; he asked me 
only one question in estimates—one question! He was a minister in a Labor government that failed 
victims, failed families and left Queenslanders feeling unsafe in their homes. The member for Gladstone 
has absolutely no credibility to lecture this government as we start to clean up Labor’s mess.  

Let’s deal in the facts. The former Labor government oversaw victim numbers skyrocketing 
193 per cent. They oversaw a 64 per cent increase in serious repeat offenders and a 98 per cent 
increase in youth offending. That is Labor’s legacy. We are continuing to work every single day to turn 
that around, to restore safety where Queenslanders live and ensure there are fewer victims of crime in 
this state.  

In stark contrast, police data shows that, after years of skyrocketing victim numbers under Labor, 
victims of crime are now down 9.6 per cent. Serious repeat offenders have fallen 29 per cent. I heard 
the member for Bulimba interject there—a former minister for youth justice under a Labor government 
that saw serious repeat offending increase year on year from five to 10 to 20 per cent— 

Ms FARMER: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. The minister has said that I interjected, 
which is rude, and I did not, so I take personal offence and ask her to withdraw.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J Kelly): Order, members! I will take some advice. There is no point 
of order. You have the call, member for Currumbin.  
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Mrs GERBER: Our budget backs our record commitment to youth justice with a record 
$7.2 billion to make Queensland safer. That is more than six times the investment of Labor’s last 
budget—more than six times!  

Our landmark Adult Crime, Adult Time laws now apply to 47 offences. We know that there is 
more work to be done, and that is why we are bringing in the next stage of Adult Crime, Adult Time with 
Breach Bail, Go to Jail. Queenslanders have had enough of serious repeat offenders being released 
on bail only to commit another serious offence. We have listened to Queenslanders and we are going 
to strengthen our laws.  

Alongside our strong laws, we are also delivering the early intervention and rehabilitation that 
Labor failed to provide. We have already delivered 73 new early intervention programs across 
Queensland, and we have lots more to come. Alongside these programs, the Crisafulli government is 
also delivering more support for victims of crime.  

The opposition asked 32 questions during the youth justice and victim support session of the 
estimates hearing and the government members asked nine. In those 32 questions Labor could not 
find room for a single question about victims of crime—not one. Not a single question was asked about 
victims of crime. After a decade during which victims were treated as an afterthought, Labor came into 
the estimates hearing and showed Queenslanders they have not changed. The closest they got was 
when they tried to create a scare campaign around job cuts to youth justice victim officers in restorative 
justice. They are the jobs the Crisafulli government had to save because the previous Labor government 
did not fund them. The previous Labor government had those jobs on time-limited funding. They failed 
to fund them, yet they came into the estimates hearing and tried to accuse us of not funding them. 

Labor also tried to criticise our government for holding organisations accountable to deliver on 
the services and outcomes that taxpayers expect them to deliver on. It may be a foreign concept to 
those opposite. After a decade of Labor dishing out taxpayers’ money to their Labor mates in the 
CFMEU and not caring if Queenslanders got value for money, our Crisafulli government has respect 
for taxpayers’ money. Queenslanders rightly expect funded organisations to deliver what they have 
been paid to deliver. It is taxpayer money, and I will not shy away from having respect for taxpayers’ 
money and having constructive and frank conversations to make sure every dollar of Queenslanders’ 
money is being delivered for the benefit of Queenslanders.  

Then Labor attempted to rewrite what happened in the estimates hearing in their statement of 
reservation. Those opposite claimed that the director-general failed to answer their questions about 
advertising, despite the question being answered not once and not twice but four times. They just did 
not like the answer, which is a common theme in this House. The Crisafulli government is getting on 
with the job of delivering the strong laws that the previous Labor government weakened. We are getting 
on with the job of fixing Labor’s youth crime crisis.  

Hon. DE FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (5.02 pm): If ever there was evidence that the LNP 
government’s promises on youth crime are in complete chaos it was what was said at this estimates 
hearing, or maybe it was what was not said. We did not cover the way this government and this minister 
fudged the crime and victim figures to make things look good. We know that they are getting a bit 
desperate now with all of the promises they made before the election to fix youth crime. What we mainly 
talked about was the government’s so-called rolled-gold early intervention program.  

It does not matter how many times the minister tells us how wonderful it is, how well it is going 
or how much all of the providers love it because the plain, cold, hard facts are that it is starting to fall 
apart. The examples we heard during the estimates hearing was the tip of the iceberg.  

First, the minister announced a new provider for Regional Reset. She was not prepared for the 
fact that we would know that one of the venues for that provider was operated by former LNP MP 
Michael Trout—the same former LNP MP who in 2025 pled guilty to causing an affray after he punched 
a woman in the face, as reported by the media. We asked if this was true about the venue and the 
director-general said that it was. He said that the program ‘will be delivered in two locations: the Daintree 
River Station and the Mungalli Falls Outdoor Education Centre’. That is Michael Trout’s. The statement 
was unequivocal. How interesting it was that when they realised how controversial it was their 
statements to the media afterwards were that Mr Trout’s property was going to be an alternative site in 
case the main location flooded. It is a bit fishy. This is not the first time this minister has given an LNP 
mate or someone close to an LNP mate a nice government contract in her portfolio.  
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Another provider had been given $10.5 million to work with troubled young people in Mount Isa 
and Townsville. Despite the department’s assurances that they monitor taxpayer-funded providers 
closely, the minister was unaware that the majority of pages this organisation follows on its Facebook 
page are adult content creators, and it is still following adult content creators today. It is so inappropriate 
for an organisation that is working with young people.  

On one hand we have the minister telling us how amazing Staying on Track is because, as she 
said, it is ‘turning young lives around’ and ‘reducing crime’, but when asked about the high levels of 
reoffending under the program, which they gave us the figures for, and whether that meant the program 
was failing they suddenly said that it was too early to make pronouncements about the program and 
shut down the debate.  

The minister finally announced the Victims Advocate Service. Despite promising to establish the 
service in the 2025 budget and promising to design and deliver it in the 2026 budget, it took until the 
estimates hearing this year for the service to actually be announced.  

We asked about the leaked community survey from the QPS that shows Queenslanders have 
given the LNP 2.1 out of 10 for addressing youth crime. They cannot have been happy with the Resolve 
political survey that was released last week that showed 40 per cent think the Crisafulli government are 
performing poorly or very poorly on crime. That is what happens when governments make big promises 
that are just slogans. I asked whether the minister’s department had done similar testing and they said 
no.  

An increasingly topical issue that we talked about was youth detention centre workers and how 
afraid they are for their safety. They are so afraid that they had walked off the job twice in three months 
by the time this committee report had been tabled. They said that they had been spat on, bitten and 
attacked with weapons and their families were threatened. It was horrific. Instead of listening, the 
minister said at the time, ‘That’s what people do when they’re in the middle of bargaining.’ What is 
wrong with these ministers that they do not actually listen? It is probably why workers walked out again 
on Monday: they do not feel that anyone is listening.  

They are even more afraid because the minister and the Premier are talking up the new breach 
of bail laws but cannot say where they are going to put all of the young people who will be put in 
detention as a result. Aside from the facilities which Labor planned and funded—the Wacol Remand 
Centre and the Woodford youth detention centre—there is nothing else. I see that the timing on the 
Woodford youth detention centre has been delayed by at least six months, and they will have fewer 
young people in that first stage. Goodness knows when the next stage will be. We know that they are 
trying to do a quickie and a cheapie by putting some young people in pseudo-detention at the Circuit 
Breaker locations—at least I guess they are counting those. That is what happens when governments 
are a bit desperate because they have not planned properly for their legislation.  

Youth crime was the focus of the LNP government’s election. It was huge. They made huge 
promises. They raised expectations. They told Queenslanders that they were going to fix things. They 
told Queenslanders that they would be safe. At the estimates hearing we saw a minister who was 
increasingly desperate because of the disaster she has created and the dismay of Queenslanders over 
her performance in what they now see as empty slogans. We will continue to hold her to account over 
it.  

Hon. DG PURDIE (Ninderry—LNP) (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) (5.07 pm): It is 
always good to follow the member for Bulimba, who, as we know, is one of the architects of Labor’s 
youth crime crisis. After looking back at what the member said in Hansard about being tough on crime, 
consequences for actions not working, offenders needing to be rehabilitated in the community and 
breach of bail being an offence that does not work, it amazes me that she still tries to lecture us about 
crime and community safety. The member for Bulimba, along with a lot of other opposition 
frontbenchers who held similar positions such as attorney-general or the minister for youth justice, 
should be standing up and apologising to the people of Queensland. That social experiment failed. It 
failed victims across the state. We know that the number of victims increased by 193 per cent. We are 
starting to turn that around.  

I had a nice written speech and I was going to acknowledge the committee and the staff, but I 
want to respond to the shadow police minister’s contribution. What I heard was disturbing, and I think 
it is beneath him because, as he pointed out, he does have close personal contacts in the police. If I 
heard him correctly, he was discrediting the Police Commissioner—one of the most important positions 
in this state. Those opposite did not believe the police commissioners they had appointed when they 
released police data that showed the number of victims of crime was going up 10 per cent year on year. 
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They did not believe their own commissioners or the president of the union when they raised that 
concern. The union leader is on the record calling for more laws and calling out the then government. 
Now they are discrediting Brett Pointing, the new commissioner, who I think is doing an amazing job 
refocusing the front line with the laws and the resources that we have given them to drive down crime.  

He again called for an independent bureaucracy in relation to statistics. That is another proof 
point of the stark contrast between us and them. We want boots on the ground and they want 
bureaucrats. They want to establish another bureaucracy to oversee the police whom they did not 
believe when they were in government and whom they do not believe now. I think it is beneath the 
shadow police minister to come in here and criticise the commissioner and try to undermine the work 
of our Queensland police, because we know they are doing amazing work right across the state as best 
they possibly can. We are making sure we rebuild the front line and we are sending new police right 
across the state.  

I also want to respond to the scare campaign that the shadow minister is perpetuating, 
unfortunately, in relation to response times. I need to be careful because some of these matters are 
before the court. People have been arrested. Likewise, the commissioner on the day was waiting to get 
more information about sub judice before he divulged publicly what he could disclose. The Courier-Mail 
clarified the next day. I want to clarify again.  

The 4.2-hour response time for the code 1 job they keep talking about was explained by the 
Courier-Mail, to their credit. It was triaged as a code 3 job. An urgent response was not needed at that 
time. On a subsequent call four hours-plus later, when the matter had escalated to an urgent response, 
police were there within minutes. It was a code 3 job that was then elevated to a code 1 job, and police 
responded within minutes. The fact that shadow minister after shadow minister are getting up and using 
this pulpit to scare vulnerable victims of domestic and family violence, to let them think that if they call 
the police in a code 1 situation that that is going to happen to them, is atrocious. When in opposition, 
how many times did we raise the issue of unresourced jobs because in Logan alone we did not have 
the police numbers to respond to calls for service? We are doing everything we possibly can to rebuild 
our police. We need to make sure that victims in particular have confidence in our police. This scare 
campaign that those opposite are running is atrocious.  

Another response time they are talking about—I have a briefing in front of me—was when a lady 
rang the police in early January and said, ‘I’m going away. I’m not back until the 28th. Can you come 
and see me then?’ They are trying to make out that this victim was on the phone waiting the best part 
of a month for police to come. That was not the case. It is a disgusting scare campaign targeting our 
most vulnerable. Mr Deputy Speaker, you have heard me talk before about being a former homicide 
detective and a child abuse detective who has arrested DV murderers and child killers. Some of them 
are probably still in the clientele of the Minister for Corrective Services. For them to perpetuate this and 
to say that our police across the state are failing and not doing everything they possibly can is wrong. 
We have done more for vulnerable victims of domestic and family violence—I want to acknowledge the 
Minister for Domestic and Family Violence—in 18 months of this government than they did in 10 years. 
We will continue to do more. We will rebuild the front line and make sure they have all the laws and 
resources they need to keep people safe.  

(Time expired)  
Ms BOYD (Pine Rivers—ALP) (5.12 pm): It takes a special human to run toward danger, to 

support people through their worst moments and to pick up the pieces immediately after life-altering 
events. Queensland’s emergency services personnel are special humans. Those personnel who 
volunteer are so extraordinary. In SES Week, and every week, we acknowledge their extraordinary 
efforts. These are people who take time away from their loved ones to be there for us. They are selfless, 
they are honourable and they are so valued. To them we say a heartfelt thank you.  

It is so important that our actions as leaders in this state support them and hold them in the 
highest regard. Last year’s estimates disclosed that the Minister for Emergency Services never 
attended an Emergency Volunteer Advisory Forum meeting. He initially could not even tell us what it 
was. This estimates we learnt that he had been to one meeting—one single meeting—over the life of 
this government. The minister has just resumed his seat after a speech in which he did not mention 
emergency services a single time.  

This meeting of EVAF, the Emergency Volunteer Advisory Forum, is a duty that this LNP minister 
has stated he casts aside now to his ministerial staff. This is an LNP minister who is not across the 
detail of EVAF and one whose actions seemingly do not hold it in any kind of regard. This is a minister 
who is claiming that more SES volunteers are his own doing, but they are not. That is a Labor legacy. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_171216
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_171216


2444 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill 25 Aug 2026 

 

 

Despite the commissioner setting the record straight on this score last year, we saw the minister 
continuing to claim that the volunteer uptick was his own work. Labor’s emergency services reform 
program is the reason for this lift. The reality is that volunteers can only participate to the extent to which 
the system enables them to. Concerningly, the LNP’s record is one where training and skills for our 
essential SES volunteers have fallen through the floor. The data tells us clearly that the SES has fewer 
volunteers who are now trained and qualified than at June 2025. The rationale from the deputy 
commissioner was that the volunteer cohort is aging and letting qualifications lapse, that fewer courses 
are being conducted and that there is a department decision to suspend training opportunities in some 
instances.  

The minister claims that this government has taken a fundamentally different approach to Labor. 
To that I say: you bet he has! We were actually a government that regarded emergency services 
volunteers. We valued them. We even spoke about them in this place, unlike the minister in his 
contribution today. Labor invested in skills and training. Labor invested in increasing volunteer numbers. 
Labor cared enough about these volunteers to not only show up to EVAF but to have it mean something. 
This LNP minister is going on like he could not care less.  

During the 2025 estimates, the opposition asked for and was provided with a list of vessels 
identified for replacement including Coast Guard vessels. What on earth went wrong this year behind 
the scenes for our prehearing question on notice to be refused? Only through a lengthy and 
considerable line of questioning did it become evident that the department absolutely could provide a 
line-by-line response and status of the replacement vessels. They had that information to hand and 
they could have provided it in response to the estimates prehearing question on notice. Rather than 
doing that, we had a line-by-line filibuster of a score of vessels. Non-government proceedings were tied 
down and tied up with this stunt, outlining the status of every individual vessel, only cushioned by the 
incoherent interjections of the member for Nicklin—and there were many—with one specifically stating 
that we should have asked the question as a question on notice! Isn’t this fellow the chair of the 
committee? Shouldn’t he have been across at least that level of minimal detail?  

I have to ask: what is the deal with the level of secrecy? Are we to understand that this is a 
minister who frankly only has time for emergency services if there is not something else on in the diary 
that interests him more, or are we just dealing with incompetence? Are we dealing with an LNP minister 
who simply says, ‘We will tell you what we want to tell you when we want to. We will train who we want 
to when we want to. We will only focus on who we want to when it suits our own self-interest.’  

The good humans of our emergency services deserve better than what this LNP government is 
providing. They deserve a mention in this place. They deserve to be mentioned in these committee 
reports by their government. It is a crying shame that they have not been mentioned by their own 
minister who is supposed to be their champion in this place, supposed to represent them, supposed to 
care about their interests. He cannot even say their name.  

Mr FIELD (Capalaba—LNP) (5.17 pm): I rise to commend report No. 40 of the Justice, Integrity 
and Community Safety Committee on the 2026-27 budget estimates. I am pleased to support the 
committee’s recommendation that the proposed expenditure be agreed to without amendment. This 
committee had responsibility for scrutinising $9.063 billion in appropriations across justice and integrity, 
police and emergency services, youth justice and victim support, and corrective services. The 
committee conducted nine hours of public hearings across the three ministerial portfolios, considered 
the budget papers, received answers to prehearing questions on notice, and examined the evidence 
given by ministers, departmental heads and independent statutory officers.  

In justice, the budget includes $39.3 million over four years for judges, judicial support and 
essential justice services; $37.1 million for a modernised Forensic Science Queensland; $22.1 million 
to improve court technology; $1 million for additional Supreme and District Court judges; and 
$10.6 million to strengthen prosecution services. It also includes more than $250 million over four years 
to implement the In plain sight child protection reforms and establish a Queensland Protection 
Commission. This is a clear investment in a faster, more modern and more responsive justice system.  

For the Queensland Police Service, the appropriation increases to more than $4.06 billion, 
representing a significant investment in frontline capability. The QPS workforce budget increases by 
217 full-time equivalents to 20,008, ensuring more officers on the ground, while the capital program 
delivers more than $303 million in investment in police facilities, vehicles, vessels, technology and 
essential equipment. That includes $96 million towards the next stage of the Kirwan police complex, 
$23 million for recruitment and retention initiatives, and investment in cutting-edge drone and 
surveillance capability. 
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Youth justice expenditure is increasing by $135.1 million, 20 per cent over the previous year’s 
estimated actual expenditure, with an additional 214 FTE supporting frontline services. There is 
$235.4 million this year for the continued construction of the Woodford Youth Detention Centre and a 
further $166.5 million over four years to meet demand across the youth justice system. For corrective 
services there is $363.9 million in capital investment, including expanded correctional capacity, 
alongside $382.8 million over five years to ensure correctional centres are properly staffed, resourced 
and secure. The government is progressing 800 additional beds at Townsville and Arthur Gorrie and a 
further 600 beds across the system.  

These investments across three ministerial portfolios are proof that the Crisafulli government is 
willing to put our money where our mouth is and properly fund the people and programs that are needed 
to make Queensland safer. More judges and stronger prosecutions means faster justice for victims. 
More police and better equipment means stronger front lines. More youth justice capacity, intervention 
and rehabilitation means fewer repeat offenders in our communities. More correctional capacity and 
stronger security means dangerous offenders stay where they belong.  

As with any government that is getting on with the job of delivering for Queenslanders, we have 
an opposition determined to talk down that work. Labor’s statement of reservation is heavy on 
accusation and light on acknowledgment of what the report records: increased investment in police; 
expanded youth justice capacity; hundreds of millions of dollars for correctional infrastructure; and 
substantial new investment across our justice system. Their criticism is emblematic of an opposition 
with a lack of policy direction. They still do not know whether they are going to support tougher laws or 
whether they need to appease the far left within their own caucus. They can reach for slogans but they 
cannot wish away the numbers. This report demonstrates that the Crisafulli government is investing in 
safer communities, stronger front lines, faster justice and fewer victims. I thank the ministers, 
departmental officers, committee members and secretariat staff who contributed to the estimates 
process. I commend the report to the House.  

Mr RUSSO (Toohey—ALP) (5.22 pm): I rise to speak to the committee’s 2026-27 budget 
estimates report. This government promised accountability, transparency and safer communities but 
estimates exposed something very different: a government increasingly careless with Queensland 
services, taxpayers’ money and the integrity of our public institutions.  

I understand that the Premier’s published diaries showed no meeting with the Integrity 
Commissioner in the last financial year. When pressed on whether the Premier had ever requested 
advice on ethics and standard setting from the Integrity Commissioner the Integrity Commissioner 
declined to answer, citing the secrecy provisions of the Integrity Act. At the same time, more than 
$170,000 in developer donations flowed overwhelmingly to the LNP after the laws changed. The CCC 
maintained its warning that allowing property developers to donate to state election campaigns 
increased the risk of actual or perceived corruption, yet the CCC received no additional resourcing to 
oversee these changes.  

The proposed police integrity unit remains unfunded. The Queensland Family and Child 
Commission also highlighted serious concerns. The dedicated role of Queensland Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Children’s Commissioner remains vacant despite the principal commissioner 
publicly advocating for its continuation. The principal commissioner also told the committee that 
information requests had been made about where children had been placed following concerns about 
children sleeping in Child Safety offices. These are serious matters that deserve clear answers.  

With regard to community safety, Queenslanders deserve honest crime statistics, not 
incomparable numbers and evasions. When questioned about changes to timeframes that affect 
comparisons with the former Labor government, the acting commissioner said that the Queensland 
Police Service had sought to ‘harmonise’ the data before acknowledging there was no exact science to 
it. The Queensland Labor opposition holds our police in the highest regard. Our police keep 
Queenslanders safe, but we have deep concerns about the blatant politicisation of crime statistics and 
the continued blurring of the separation of powers under the LNP government. Queensland must not 
return to the dark days pre Fitzgerald. That is why Labor has committed to establishing an independent 
community safety statistics bureau accountable to parliament.  

The opposition is also concerned about domestic violence response times. There are also 
serious questions about the Premier’s use of the government jet. The same pattern appears in 
emergency services. Only 9.8 per cent of SES volunteers are trained to operate a flood boat. That is 
down 23.8 per cent in a year. Only 25 per cent are trained to work at heights, which is down 1.6 per 
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cent, and only 22 per cent are trained to operate a chainsaw, which is down 4.6 per cent. With the storm 
season approaching, this minister needs to act. Our ‘orange angels’ must be properly trained and 
empowered to do what they do best: keep Queenslanders safe.  

There are also questions about Marine Rescue Queensland. It is clear to the opposition that the 
minister employed a strategy of not answering prehearing questions about Marine Rescue Queensland 
vessels, leaving the deputy commissioner to provide a line-by-line response during opposition 
questioning. The budget also shows a significant reduction in funding for both the SES and Marine 
Rescue Queensland. When questioned about these reductions, the deputy commissioner advised that 
the budget did not include reallocation or deferred funding applications. The minister should stand up 
and explain the status of these deferrals, where the money has gone and which projects have been 
cancelled.  

Mr BERKMAN (Maiwar—Grn) (5.27 pm): I am here to give my annual contribution on the 
incredibly underwhelming experience that is parliamentary budget estimates in Queensland. I do feel 
like the vibe coming back from estimates pretty much every year is that this year is probably the worst 
ever. I do not know whether that is just a reflection on how bad the process is generally and how useless 
it sometimes feels, but it is certainly the case that this year there was an incredible amount of 
interference being run by government members despite the Speaker and Deputy Speaker’s best efforts 
on some occasions to shut it down.  

I cannot go any further without referring specifically to the incredible gaslighting we heard earlier 
from the member for Moggill, who of course sat on every single committee. He really did not want to 
raise points of order but the standing orders made him. The standing orders made him interrupt 
questions that were uncomfortable because the questions were out of line. It is all the fault of the 
non-government members on the committee because they did not rephrase their questions properly. 
They did not ask questions relevant to portfolios. They could not avoid imputations or inferences. They 
never took him to Bangladesh, never cooked him sausage on an open flame, never anointed him with 
oil, never wrote him a novel, and definitely never poisoned the mojitos of his enemies. The idea we are 
supposed to accept is that it is other members’ fault because if we just did the bare minimum they would 
not have to interrupt us or cut us off. Well, I call bollocks, Mr Deputy Speaker. It is absolutely ridiculous 
to suggest they were not trying to actively cut across lines of questioning. Quite frankly, it is 
embarrassing for them.  

At what point will they realise that the way they conduct themselves in these hearings is a genuine 
embarrassment for them? I can accept the idea that preparation for estimates is a good exercise for 
the department and it is great to have done all that legwork but, frankly, the way this government 
conducts itself in estimates hearings treats anyone who is watching it like an idiot. They are happy to 
treat us all like a bunch of thicky thicky dumb dumbs who will just keep watching along for the ride. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): Member for Maiwar, I was going to wait until the end of 
your contribution to ask you to withdraw some unparliamentary language. I am going to ask you to 
withdraw that as well.  

Mr BERKMAN: Certainly, Mr Deputy Speaker. I am not sure what language but I withdraw without 
reservation.  

Government members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members, I will have silence. Thank you for withdrawing, 
member for Maiwar.  

Mr BERKMAN: I will give a couple of specific examples. The first is this objection to hypothetical 
questions. It is not a complex word and it is not a complex idea. It is a question that involves or is based 
on a suggestion, an idea or a theory or it involves a hypothesis. The ordinary chair of the committee, 
who is the member for Nicklin, likes to throw around the idea that anything that is a question that 
requires an answer is somehow a hypothetical. He has to spend a bit of time in the dictionary and work 
out what the standing orders mean.  

A particular example was when the Inspector-General of Emergency Management was there 
doing his best to answer questions in circumstances where I suspect he amongst other departmental 
officials have been told that ‘climate change’ is not a term we are going to be allowed to use under this 
government. Nonetheless, he was trying to answer questions but the points of order just kept coming 
thick and fast to prevent him from answering a question that was clearly relevant to his role.  
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I almost lost count of the number of times throughout the fortnight where I had to take it upon 
myself to refer to the administrative arrangements order when other members attempted to pull me up 
for asking a question in the wrong portfolio area. I think it is, frankly, absurd that these departments 
would be broken down into such piecemeal sections, as though we cannot possibly ask a question that 
is relevant to both state development and planning at the same time. Nonetheless, if it is going to be 
divided up that way, it is incumbent on the ministers and the members involved in these committees to 
actually know where the boundaries exist.  

I also raise the issue of time. There is never enough time. This was laid bare by the fact that, in 
the session on police, I was waiting patiently for my turn and that was enough for me to completely miss 
out on being able to ask anything. I will try not to take offence, though. 

(Time expired)  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The time for the debate on the report has expired. 
Report adopted.  

Health, Environment and Innovation Committee, Report  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): The question is— 

That the report of the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee be adopted.  

Mr MOLHOEK (Southport—LNP) (5.33 pm): It is my pleasure to stand and speak in this House 
in support of the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee’s examination of budget estimates for 
the health and ambulance services portfolios and the environment, tourism, science and innovation 
portfolios for the 2026-27 financial year. The budget estimates process provides an important 
opportunity for parliamentary scrutiny of government expenditure and priorities. Through prehearing 
questions on notice and the public hearing on 28 July, the committee examined the proposed 
appropriations and questioned the relevant ministers, directors-general and chief executives on how 
this budget will deliver improved services, stronger infrastructure and better outcomes for 
Queenslanders.  

This year’s budget demonstrates that the Crisafulli government’s commitment to delivering health 
services when Queenslanders need them is a priority. Following years of increasing demand across 
the health system, the government has continued its focus on rebuilding the health front line, expanding 
hospital capacity and investing in the workforce required to deliver quality care across Queensland.  

The committee notes the significant investments being made by the Crisafulli government 
through the Hospital Rescue Plan and the hospital big build, alongside continued delivery of the 
government’s commitment to employ an additional 46,000 health workers by 2032. This was discussed 
at length during the hearings. During the committee’s consideration of the estimates, Queensland 
reached a significant milestone of more than 10,000 additional health workers recruited in the first 
20 months of the Crisafulli government, including thousands of frontline doctors, nurses, paramedics 
and allied health professionals. These investments are helping to strengthen frontline services, reduce 
ambulance ramping, improve patient flow through hospitals and ensure that Queenslanders can access 
timely health care wherever they live.  

The committee also examined continued investment in new and expanded hospitals, health 
infrastructure, maintenance, mental health services, regional and rural health care, and initiatives 
designed to improve patient outcomes across the state. Together, these investments reflect the 
government’s long-term commitment to building a stronger more sustainable health system capable of 
meeting the needs of Queensland’s growing population.  

The budget for the environment, tourism, science and innovation portfolio also represents a 
significant investment in Queensland’s future. The committee considered funding to continue delivering 
the Destination 2045 vision, positioning Queensland as the events capital of Australia while growing 
sustainable tourism and supporting regional economies. The budget also continues investment in 
ecotourism, environmental conservation, Indigenous ranger programs, science and innovation, and 
initiatives that protect Queensland’s unique natural environment while creating jobs and economic 
opportunity.  

I thank the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services and the Minister for the Environment and 
Tourism and Minister for Science and Innovation, together with the directors-general, chief executives 
and departmental officers for their assistance throughout the estimates process and for the evidence 
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they provided to the committee. I also acknowledge the valuable contribution of committee members in 
carefully examining the proposed expenditure and ensuring appropriate parliamentary oversight of the 
budget.  

There has been a lot said about the estimates process. I remind the House that when we came 
to government we promised to reform the estimates process to make it fairer. I believe we have 
delivered that. Upon coming to government, we undertook the biggest overhaul of the estimates 
process across the last decade. We removed the chair of the committee from running the hearings and 
appointed the Speaker and Deputy Speaker to provide greater accountability and impartiality. We have 
delivered on our promises. It is with pleasure that I commend this report to the House.  

Hon. MC BAILEY (Miller—ALP) (5.37 pm): If Queenslanders wanted to see how poorly Minister 
Nicholls is handling health, then estimates gave them four hours of hard evidence. The health minister 
began with a pat on his own back and then spent the rest of the hearing physically squirming and getting 
hot under the collar as his own health service chief executives had a very different story to tell to his 
budget spin.  

Things went downhill immediately when we scrutinised hospital funding. The Sunshine Coast 
HHS is experiencing demand growth of about six per cent per year. Its growth funding in this budget is 
only 3.5 per cent, and most of that is eaten up by required and much needed wage increases. That is 
very unlikely to be delivered without a blowout. Dr Peter Gillies, the CEO of the Sunshine Coast HHS, 
had already told his staff that the budget was ‘grim’ and that it was ‘demoralising’ they could not progress 
tertiary services, as reported in the Courier-Mail that morning. Sitting beside the minister at estimates 
however, ‘demoralising’ became ‘disappointed’. Everyone in the room understood why.  

When the director-general was asked to guarantee that Dr Gillies would not face reprisals for 
telling his staff the truth about this budget, Minister Nicholls jumped in to stop the question from being 
answered. Shamefully, no guarantee was ever given by the minister or the director-general that there 
would not be a reprisal against the CEO. That ministerial intervention sent a chilling message to every 
senior health executive in Queensland: if you tell the truth about what this government is doing in health, 
then watch your back. Dr Gillies confirmed an earlier draft service funding agreement had been issued 
to HHSs at the start of the budget process then withdrawn and replaced with much less funding.  

Metro North Hospital and Health Service CEO, Nick Steele, confirmed the same thing happened 
on the north side. HHSs are being underfunded in this budget by the Crisafulli government and HHSs 
ended up with less growth funding than what is needed to meet demand. There is simply no excuse for 
the Premier and this health minister short-changing our hospitals when the Albanese Labor government 
is providing Queensland with an additional $1.23 billion in health yet the increase flowing through to 
HHSs is only $312 million, just over a quarter of the extra amount from the federal government. That is 
a gap of almost a billion dollars. Where is that money going? It is seemingly not going to hospitals. How 
much is reaching frontline health services and how much is simply replacing funding the state would 
otherwise have provided? Perhaps that money ends up at stadiums. It is a simple fact that no work is 
underway at the RBWH campus on the Queensland cancer centre while the Victoria Park stadium next 
door is under construction. That is a fact.  

Meanwhile health services across the state are operating in the red, hospital expansions remain 
stalled and specialist outpatient waitlists are ballooning. What excuses did Minister Nicholls offer? It 
was the same trite and untrue propaganda lines: ‘opposition scare campaign’, blah, blah, blah. There 
is a reason this minister has spent most of his career in opposition. After nearly two years those excuses 
are wearing thin. There are now more than 369,000 Queenslanders waiting for their first specialist 
appointment. Since the Crisafulli government came to office, more than 75,000 additional 
Queenslanders are now waiting for treatment. That is more people than would fill a new Victoria Park 
stadium by more than 5,000. The specialist outpatient waitlist is now 25 per cent longer than when the 
Crisafulli government came to office just under two years ago. 

We also learnt that Metro North, Metro South and Sunshine Coast HHS boards were left without 
legally mandated First Nations representation. The Brisbane Times has raised serious questions about 
the explanation given at estimates, saying these were unscheduled resignations, reporting that 
directors had in fact been told to leave mid-term. If that reporting is accurate, the explanation from 
estimates just does not stack up. Minister Nicholls needs to come clean as to why this appointments 
process left three HHS boards without representation required by law and why they still are without 
representation.  
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I make this point about the opposition time that was eaten up by constant and frivolous points of 
order by the member for Moggill. I counted up the lines of Hansard script and I spoke 120 lines of words 
over four hours of estimates, yet the member for Moggill had 123. He actually spoke more often than 
the shadow minister, mostly in opposition time. That is democracy in Queensland under the Crisafulli 
government. What a farce and an affront to democracy when you have constant points of order from 
the Leader of the House chewing up opposition time and running interference for a weak minister. This 
is not the openness and the transparency promised by Premier Crisafulli. He says one thing and he 
does another. We are seeing the duplicity of this Premier. By what we are seeing in health it is becoming 
very clear that things are grim under Tim.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): Member for Miller, I will get you to withdraw that last 
comment please.  

Mr BAILEY: I withdraw.  
Hon. TJ NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (Minister for Health and Ambulance Services) (5.42 pm): 

The Crisafulli LNP government’s first budget saw the Queensland Health budget surpass $30 billion for 
the first time. Our second budget builds on this strong foundation. Our 2026-27 budget puts a record 
$35½ billion into the health budget. This record funding continues to deliver easier access to health 
services when Queenslanders need them to heal Labor’s health crisis, and we all remember how bad 
it was under those opposite.  

Another record was set in budget estimates hearings as well. In fact, it was the first time I actually 
received a question from the shadow spokesman. It was the first time in estimates that I received a 
question from the shadow spokesman. In fact, it was almost an all-time world record; I got five questions 
in four hours from those opposite. Three of those were from the member for South Brisbane, who 
started off asking the director-general but was told she could not ask him because he was not the right 
person to direct the question to. The kids upstairs had sent the poor old member for South Brisbane on 
a wild goose chase asking the wrong person. That was the story: one question from the member for 
Miller, one question from the member for Greenslopes and three questions misdirected from the 
member for South Brisbane. Then they come in here and say, ‘Oh we weren’t given enough time. Oh 
we can’t do our job.’ I have to say that in my 20 years in this place the four hours that I had to spend in 
estimates back in July contained the most incompetent line of questioning I have ever seen. There was 
no detail, no in-depth work, no research by themselves and no gotcha moments. It was about what they 
happened to read in the Courier-Mail that morning without verifying any facts and, lo and behold, after 
estimates what they read in the Guardian— 

Mr Minnikin: That journalistic integrity. 
Mr NICHOLLS:—the journal of integrity and record that is read by so many people, especially 

on that side of the political fence.  
It was a pathetic effort by an opposition who have lost the will to live and who after two years still 

have not come up with a policy, have not come up with a solution and have not made any solutions 
about how the health system might operate better. They carp, whinge and whine and they are the most 
well-resourced, laziest opposition I have ever seen.  

I heard the member for Murrumba complaining today about unanswered questions. During the 
health estimates he asked about the free flu vaccination campaign, so I am happy to provide him with 
some answers. This was the largest campaign encouraging Queenslanders to get their flu shot in 
Queensland Health’s history and it was triple the amount Labor spent in 2024—three times as much. 
This time we actually funded the free flu program, unlike those opposite. A total of 15,000 more young 
kids between the ages of two and five have been vaccinated against the flu compared to Labor’s last 
year. That was 15,000 more than those opposite, who presided over a declining vaccination rate over 
a period of five years, from 35 per cent down to 28 per cent. That was their record year on year.  

Through this budget our government is delivering on our commitments we made to 
Queenslanders. Quarterly ramping—is the member for Miller listening—is at a five-year low at 35.5 per 
cent. They are the lowest numbers since COVID, since December 2020. That is a sharp contrast to two 
years ago under those opposite when it was at a quarterly high of 45½ per cent, a record they still hold. 
There is record funding clear in black and white. Labor’s tin foil hat conspiracy theories alleging 
weighted activity units were decreasing is just not true. Our budget delivers 3.3 million weighted activity 
units, the WAUs, an increase on Labor’s last budget of 2.9 million. The budgets for all hospital and 
health services have increased and they are receiving a record investment. No hospital and health 
service is missing out and no hospital and health service board has elevated their agreement 
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negotiations to either me or the DG, whereas in every single year under Labor between 2018-19 and 
2024-25 HHSs escalated the negotiation of those agreements to either the minister or the 
director-general. That happened every single time because they were unhappy with what they were 
being offered. This budget delivers for health services at rates unimaginable under Labor.  

Hon. LM LINARD (Nudgee—ALP) (5.47 pm): Estimates is supposed to be about fair and robust 
scrutiny. It should give Queenslanders a clear picture of what their government is doing, what it is 
spending, why and whether it is delivering on the commitments it made when it asked for the trust and 
the vote of the people of Queensland. In the environment portfolio what we saw in the budget and had 
confirmed in estimates is that this is a government determined to make that picture as opaque and 
difficult to see as possible and for one very good reason: they have delivered nothing. Nowhere was 
this clearer than in relation to Queensland’s protected area estate.  

The LNP made big promises to Queensland. They said they would deliver more growth in 
Queensland’s protected area estate in one term than Labor had delivered in a decade. They made that 
commitment while delivering not one cent of new money last financial year, so it was a farcical 
commitment from the start. This financial year we saw new money. It would be fantastic if only anyone 
could decipher how much new money there is. The 2026-27 budget papers and media releases set a 
new standard in opaque reporting. There are so many reprioritisations, ceased programs, renamed 
programs and rolled up funding line items that no-one can actually tell what has been cut or changed 
or what new funding there actually is. I think that was the plan because the government is struggling to 
meet the commitments it actually made to Queenslanders.  

Despite the environment minister’s best attempt during my speech on the budget when he 
interjected, ‘Can’t you read budget papers?’ to make this a me problem, this is very much a him problem 
and everyone knows it. When the budget was released, experienced stakeholders similarly told me 
they could not decipher the figures being presented. Of course, I will not identify exactly which 
stakeholders because I do not want them to ‘get LNP-ed’.  

Government members interjected.  
Ms LINARD: We have to protect our stakeholders. We know what the government is like. Perhaps 

the minister would like to suggest that some of Queensland’s most experienced conservation 
stakeholders simply cannot read budget papers either. I sincerely hope not.  

The estimates hearing confirmed why we have all been left scratching our heads. The 
government has delivered nothing in the way of new protected areas, other than those Labor 
commenced or funded when in government. I asked in prehearing questions on notice. I asked again 
at the hearing. Still the government could not provide an example of protected area expansion that they 
had delivered. It is very clear why the government has now stopped publishing the protected areas 
report cards that gave Queenslanders a clear account of its growth under the former Labor government.  

Mr Healy: Hide everything.  
Ms LINARD: That is right. I take that interjection from the member for Cairns.  
Estimates also exposed another broken promise by the Crisafulli LNP government. Those 

opposite went to the election telling Queenslanders there would be no new or increased taxes yet 
documents tabled during estimates show that this government intends to continue increasing the waste 
levy by $10 per tonne each year to 2030. Under Labor’s policy, those increases were due to transition 
to indexation from July 2027. I tabled documents confirming this at estimates. Instead, this government 
has chosen to continue the annual $10 increase per tonne to 2029-30 and perhaps beyond.  

Why does that matter? It matters because indexation is equal to 3.4 per cent. A $10 per tonne 
increase equates to a six to seven per cent increase. That is double the increase per year. That is why 
it matters. It matters because this Premier said, ‘When I say something, I mean something,’ and he said 
that people would not face increased taxes. It does not mean anything and this is another example of 
it.  

It matters because at the estimates hearing the minister continued to claim the government is 
simply ‘continuing Labor’s established trajectory’ holding up the existing regulation. It then tables a new 
regulation this week for metro areas. Stop the press! It has higher tax rates in it. The minister was happy 
to be misleading during his estimates hearing. While his website might have removed all traces of the 
previous trajectory, do not worry because we have copies of it, which I tabled for the House at estimates. 
Councils will pay more. Communities will feel that pressure. This LNP government will not even be 
honest about it.  
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Turning to science and innovation, estimates revealed a government that is very comfortable 
talking about small business and innovation but much less willing to back them with real action or 
funding support. We heard the Precinct in Fortitude Valley was potentially no longer going to have a 
lease, but now they have written a new letter and they are thinking about it and looking at it. Let’s keep 
watching to see if our innovation sector will continue to receive any support under this government. 
Queenslanders deserve better than this LNP government that are breaking promises.  

Hon. AC POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (Minister for the Environment and Tourism and Minister 
for Science and Innovation) (5.52 pm): I rise to speak to the Health, Environment and Innovation 
Committee’s report following the 2026-27 budget estimates process. I want to reflect on Labor’s 
statement of reservation because it was basically as uninspiring and littered with factual inaccuracies 
as was Labor members’ estimates performance. It was completely uninspiring and littered with factual 
inaccuracies. They had plenty to say about what they erroneously think we are doing and very little to 
say about their failed attempts over the decade of decline that they oversaw.  

The facts are simple: Queenslanders voted for a fresh start. They voted for a government with a 
plan. They expect us to deliver it. That is what we are doing. There is a record billion dollars for tourism. 
There is a record $330.5 million to protect the Great Barrier Reef. There is almost $1 billion to deliver 
less landfill and more recycling. We are growing the protected area estate and, at the same time, 
investing in rangers, pest, weed and fire management needed to look after it. Labor could not chew 
gum and walk at the same time on that one. We are backing Queensland’s ideas to become 
Queensland businesses and Queensland jobs. Labor can continue trying to rewrite history but we are 
getting on with the job of delivering.  

I want to start with tourism and a statement that I think everyone in the House can agree on. 
Queensland’s tourism future requires investment, transparency and a clear plan. Who said that? The 
member for Cairns said it. The reality is that I could not agree more. The question is: where was that 
approach when he was the minister for tourism. We inherited a Labor budget that gutted tourism funding 
by 95 per cent. Where was the investment? Where was the transparency? Where was the clear plan 
under the tenure of the member for Cairns? That was their plan for an industry that supports 
communities and jobs right across Queensland, including in the Tropical North which the member 
represents.  

We made a different choice. We set our path with Destination 2045 which provides a long-term 
plan, with a record billion dollar investment. We are backing aviation, ecotourism and new visitor 
experiences. On aviation, we are being calm and methodical, with no short-term sugar hits. The 
member raised a number of flights that have ceased into Cairns. What he failed to point out is that every 
single one of them was funded under his tenure and his government under their Attracting Aviation 
Investment Fund. We want sustainable routes and airlines investing in Queensland for the long term. 
That is the difference.  

Moving to protected areas, Labor spent a decade talking about growing the estate. They set 
targets. They failed to meet every single one of them. National parks became the worst neighbour you 
could have. Acquiring land means very little if you do not look after it. We are doing both. We are 
growing the estate. We are managing it properly. There are more rangers—150 to be exact. There are 
more boots on the ground. There is more investment in pest, weed and fire management. More hectares 
have been added to the protected area estate. We have national parks that Queenslanders can get out 
into and enjoy. That is delivery. It is a fresh start after Labor’s decade of decline.  

Waste is another example of the difference. After a decade of Labor, what did we inherit? We 
inherited more waste going to landfill—refute this member for Nudgee!—recycling rates heading in the 
wrong direction and councils and industry without the certainty needed to invest. Queensland was going 
backwards. This government has a plan to address Labor’s decade of decline. Less landfill and more 
recycling is our long-term plan to turn Queensland’s recycling performance around. We are backing it 
with $487 million over five years for new and expanded resource recovery infrastructure across 
metropolitan, regional and remote Queensland. That is on top of the $488 million that will go to councils 
for their annual payments to help offset the waste levy. We are backing councils and we are backing 
industry to recycle more and send less to landfill. That is the point. We do not want councils to pay more 
for the levy; we want them recycling more so they pay less. If waste does not go to landfill the levy is 
not paid. Labor had a decade to boost recycling. Instead, Queensland went backwards. We have made 
a commitment to turn that around and we are getting on with the job.  
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There is a clear contrast: Labor had a decade to properly fund tourism, a decade to grow and 
properly manage our protected areas, a decade to boost recycling. They had their opportunity. They 
failed to do it. We are doing it. Queensland has elected us to fix it. That is exactly what we are doing. 
We are calmly and methodically making the decisions that should have been made years ago and doing 
the things Labor never did when they had the opportunity. We are delivering for Queenslanders no 
matter where they live.  

Mr HEALY (Cairns—ALP) (5.57 pm): Queensland’s tourism industry deserves a government that 
understands the industry, listens to the people who work in it and, more importantly, acts when the 
warning signs are flashing red. Instead, under the current LNP government and this tourism minister, 
Queensland tourism has increasingly been subject to a combination of glossy announcements, 
long-term slogans and inadequate practical support while fundamentals of the visitor economy 
deteriorate.  

The latest visitation figures should be a wake-up call for everybody. As the minister heads out he 
would want to hear these figures. In June 2026, Queensland recorded just 133,290 short-term 
international arrivals—10 per cent down on the same period last year. Queensland is now 14.8 per cent 
below its June 2019 level. The industry is not happy. This is a diabolical result for a state that was once 
the proud engine room for the Australian tourism industry. What makes it worse is that Queensland is 
not simply experiencing a problem that has arisen out of nowhere. The warning signs have been there 
for over 18 months. Tourism operators have been warning about aviation capacity, rising costs, 
workforce shortages, insurance, fuel prices, declining margins and weakening demand. The industry 
has repeatedly told government that action is required. To say the response has been inadequate is a 
massive understatement.  

Let’s look at aviation. As the minister just touched on, Cairns has lost direct international 
connectivity from Hong Kong, Japan, Christchurch and Bali—Christchurch has also pulled out of the 
Sunshine Coast—since the Crisafulli government came into power, while uncertainty remains around 
other international services. For a regional tourism economy that depends heavily on international 
visitation, this is not a minor inconvenience. The government has a Connecting Queensland Fund but 
there is $75 million in there. Under the previous Labor government the Attracting Aviation Investment 
Fund was $100 million, propped up by another $100 million from the private sector. This $200 million 
public-private partnership supported approximately six million inbound seats across supported routes. 
The minister says they have never had a greater investment. Where is the money? The industry want 
to know. They will be here on Thursday night. Taxpayers are being asked to support flights in 
well-serviced metropolitan markets while Cairns and other regional cities across Queensland lose 
critical international connectivity. When asked in estimates if Tourism and Events Queensland was 
looking at a new strategy in light of the major upheaval in the aviation sector because of the escalation 
in fuel prices, the answer was no. It is absolutely remarkable.  

The same failure is evident in respect of business support. Tourism operators are dealing with 
fuel prices that have in some cases reportedly increased by up to 100 per cent, alongside labour, 
insurance, maintenance and government charges. Marine tourism operators who are the backbone of 
the Great Barrier Reef tourism industry have been pleading for temporary relief. The Australian 
Association of Marine Park Tourism Operators, the Queensland Tourism Industry Council and regional 
tourism organisations have all said that businesses have been left to carry enormous additional costs, 
while this government spends $50 million on promoting itself, telling everyone what a great job it is 
doing. During COVID and following Cyclone Jasper, targeted fee relief, aviation initiatives and direct 
assistance helped to protect businesses and jobs. That was government working with industry. What 
we see now is government talking about it. We have a government that is doing nothing to help the 
industry. 

Understanding the distribution chain is fairly important. During estimates the minister revealed 
that he does not know what the role of an inbound operator is, yet he is happy to talk about the 
importance of international tourists. It is quite remarkable. The First Nations tourism industry faces 
similar uncertainty. The government talks about showcasing the world’s oldest living culture ahead of 
2032, yet questions remain about the funding and implementation of regional First Nations tourism, 
action plans and other strategic projects. This is not how a government prepares a world-class tourism 
industry for an Olympic and Paralympic Games. Queensland needs immediate action. It needs a 
properly funded aviation attraction strategy focused on regional connectivity, it needs targeted 
assistance for tourism businesses, particularly those out west who have suffered significantly because 
of the fuel escalation, and it needs a minister who understands tourism.  

(Time expired)  
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Ms DOOLEY (Redcliffe—LNP) (6.02 pm): I rise to speak on the 2026-27 Appropriation Bill and 
the report of the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee. As a member of this committee and 
as the member for Redcliffe, I am particularly pleased to speak about what this budget means for the 
people of my electorate, for the City of Moreton Bay and for Queensland. The estimates process is an 
important part of parliamentary accountability. This year the committee examined more than 
$23.6 billion in proposed appropriations across Queensland Health, the Ambulance Service and the 
Department of the Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation. The report notes that these portfolios 
represent approximately 22.6 per cent of the total Queensland government appropriations. The 
committee ultimately recommended that the proposed expenditure be agreed to by the House without 
amendment.  

For my electorate, one of the most significant elements of this budget is health. Queensland 
Health will receive an appropriation of $22.32 billion in 2026-27, while total budgeted expenses for 
Queensland Health are approximately $31.49 billion. The budget also provides for more than 121,000 
full-time-equivalent positions—an increase of over 1,300. This determines whether a mother can 
access maternity services closer to home, whether an older resident can receive treatment without 
having to travel long distances and whether someone waiting for surgery can receive care sooner. That 
is why the Hospital Rescue Plan is so important.  

The committee report confirmed that Queensland Health’s budgeted capital program is worth 
$4.04 billion. This incorporates the Hospital Rescue Plan, which aims to deliver over 2,600 additional 
beds across Queensland. In my electorate of Redcliffe, over 255 additional beds have been specifically 
identified. The original plan only committed to 210 but we have seen further progress, with the updated 
master plan now providing over 255 overnight beds by 2031 including a 28-bed transitional subacute 
medical inpatient unit, new maternity and birthing services, expanded endoscopy and brand new 
operating theatres. Early construction works are now commencing and include the expansion of a 
multistorey car park with more than 530 additional spaces.  

The committee report also highlights the government’s broader investment in our health 
workforce. More than 10,000 additional health workers have been recruited since we came to 
government, including doctors, nurses, paramedics and allied health professionals. It was great to 
welcome the health minister and the Premier to Redcliffe to celebrate this significant milestone. As a 
registered nurse, I know how important infrastructure is. It is not infrastructure alone that is needed to 
deliver health care. We need frontline health workers in our facilities to support those who need health 
care, and our budget supports that.  

The other half of the committee’s portfolio is our environment. The budget provides $1.3 billion 
in appropriations for DETSI. This includes a significant investment in waste reduction, protected areas, 
ecotourism, science and innovation. In my area, the Zero Litter to the Bay by 2030 initiative will invest 
$35 million over five years to work with local councils, like the City of Moreton Bay, to install stormwater 
filtration infrastructure that will help prevent nasty plastics from getting into the bay and damaging our 
beautiful marine life—our dolphins, turtles, dugongs and wildlife.  

There is also continued support for Grassroots Environmental Grants that include the Koala 
Habitat Restoration program. I offer my congratulations to the Redcliffe Environmental Forum on their 
grant to protect the beautiful Hays Inlet. I particularly want to acknowledge the $15 million commitment 
to the Moreton Bay Wildlife Hospital and Education Hub at Dakabin. This was a clear election 
commitment, and it is one I am delighted to see progressing.  

(Time expired)  
Mr J KELLY (Greenslopes—ALP) (6.07 pm): What a rollicking trip we had through the outer 

reaches of LNP fantasy land in the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee’s estimates 
hearing—two ministers trying desperately to defend a budget filled with broken promises. The two 
ministers were focused more on their next photo-op than on actually doing their jobs. What these 
estimates revealed is a health system that has been short-changed and an environment department 
that seems to be nothing more than an exercise in box-ticking. For the tourism industry these hearings 
created more questions than answers, and for poor old innovation it seems like the Precinct, which was 
doing good work, faces a very uncertain future.  

It seems that the only thing growing in Queensland Health is the minister’s nose. It was revealed 
that the growth funding had been cut from that originally put in the draft budget. In a state with a rapidly 
growing population, for the minister and Treasurer not to allocate adequate funding for growth is absurd 
and borders on incompetence. The Sunshine Coast Hospital and Health Service— 
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Mr NICHOLLS: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I take personal offence at the 
member’s comments and ask that they be withdrawn.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): Member for Greenslopes? 
Mr J KELLY: I withdraw. Perhaps he had gone over the border, but anyway— 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member, you will withdraw unreservedly, please.  
Mr J KELLY: I withdraw. Sunshine Coast Hospital and Health Service CEO, Dr Peter Gillies, 

admitting to hospital staff that the 2026-27 budget provides no growth for the year. In the recording 
Dr Gillies also labelled the budget as grim. This government can waste as much money as it likes on 
its saturation advertising campaign, but what these estimates revealed is a government that is delivering 
a big step backwards for Queenslanders when it comes to health. Perhaps this lack of planning and 
funding for growth is why we are seeing ballooning numbers of patients waiting for specialist outpatient 
appointments. The director-general confirmed that there were 362,886 Queenslanders waiting for an 
initial specialist appointment.  

That is over 360,000 Queenslanders facing what one of my constituents has been enduring. For 
over 18 months she has been waiting for a specialist outpatient appointment to start the process of 
treating a prolapse. Despite repeated representations from her family and her GP, this has yet to occur. 
She has been told she could wait up to another two years. This is a lady in her eighties. The impacts 
on this woman have been profound. She was an active octogenarian who was happily engaged in her 
community. Now, due to these delays and this condition, she is trapped at home becoming socially 
isolated and depressed. How many more of these 360,000 people are going through this? That is what 
these growing numbers mean for everyday Queenslanders.  

One of the most disgraceful acts of the Crisafulli LNP government was the shutting down of the 
Path to Treaty process—one of the first things they did in government. This was the first of many 
betrayals of Queenslanders who are First Nations people. In this estimates hearing we learned that the 
two biggest hospital and health services, Metro North and Metro South, and one of the biggest regional 
HHSs, Sunshine Coast, do not have the required First Nation membership on the boards of their HHSs. 
Metro South, where I live, has more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in its area than any 
other HHS, but it lacks a board member to represent their interests. That is truly shocking. This is how 
the LNP started this term and clearly it is how they plan to continue.  

I was pleased to be able to also ask a question about nitrous oxide addiction. Sadly, we could 
not get the answer we wanted out of the minister. We need action now. A ban on 24/7 home delivery 
is certainly what is required.  

Ms Pugh: Hear, hear! 
Mr J KELLY: Thank you. In the tourism portfolio we learned that Cairns has lost flights to Hong 

Kong, Christchurch and Bali, while the Crisafulli government funds Jetstar flights between the Gold 
Coast and Western Sydney. This is another clear example of this government turning its back on 
regional Queenslanders. Queensland’s tourism future requires investment, transparency and a clear 
plan, but the Crisafulli LNP government is failing to provide confidence for regional tourism.  

The Precinct is an innovation hub in Fortitude Valley, but sadly there are no guarantees beyond 
December for the Precinct. This means that innovation start-ups have no certainty of the support they 
need to grow their businesses for the benefit of Queensland. This is more than just a place with 
accommodation, this is a place where there are activations on a regular basis—opportunities for people 
to engage with investors and really grow their businesses. It is a shame that we cannot lock this in and 
give it certainty going forward.  

Openness and transparency—we all remember those words. Why is the Crisafulli government 
not publishing protected areas report cards and choosing not to be transparent on how they are meeting 
their election commitment to Queenslanders and to Queensland’s biodiversity? That is why 
stakeholders are telling us that they are unable to decipher the figures regarding protected area growth. 
The LNP promised to not only protect our state’s biodiversity but also expand these protected areas. 
Without transparency, honesty and appropriate reporting there can be no guarantee that promises are 
being kept. Health, environment, tourism and innovation are all being failed by the Crisafulli government 
with this budget of broken promises delivered by a government that is all photo-op and no follow-up. 

Mr LEE (Hervey Bay—LNP) (6.13 pm): I rise to speak to the Health, Environment and Innovation 
Committee report No. 28, 2026-27 budget estimates—Appropriation Bill 2026. The estimates process 
examines government expenditure, performance and effectiveness, ensuring transparency and 
accountability. The total appropriation for 2026-27 is $104.7 billion and the committee examined an 
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appropriation of $23.6 billion in the health budget. This year Queensland Health’s budgeted capital 
expenditure is $4.04 billion, including the Hospital Rescue Plan which aims to deliver 2,600 additional 
beds across Queensland, including investment in the Hervey Bay Hospital.  

During the estimates hearing, evidence was provided about the expansion of Hervey Bay 
Hospital, including delivery of an additional 10 intensive care unit beds, 25 general medical beds, a 
rooftop helipad and associated infrastructure designed to support Hervey Bay’s rapidly expanding 
population. Our Hospital Rescue Plan stands in glaring contrast to Labor’s Capacity Expansion 
Program, in which an independent Sam Sangster review identified significant risk issues such as poor 
governance, announcements before establishing business cases and project validation reports and 
poor procurement practices. The expert independent review correctly concluded that continuing Labor’s 
Capacity Expansion Program was an exercise in futility.  

This budget continues funding for elective surgery programs and initiatives to improve access to 
care across metropolitan, regional and rural communities. We are already seeing signs of recovery. 
Last week at Hervey Bay Hospital the CEO of Wide Bay Hospital and Health Service, Deb Carroll, 
announced the lowest elective surgery waitlist in 10 years. Residents expect access to quality health 
care close to home, and investment in local health infrastructure and services helps to support that 
objective.  

Another area of focus is the mental health levy. The Crisafulli government has committed 
$93.1 million over the next four years to engage specialist ED mental health nurses. This substantial 
investment follows a very troubling Auditor-General’s report that identified the former Labor 
government’s failure to establish appropriate governance and accountability oversight of 
Queenslanders’ taxes. It was a familiar and disturbing theme during Labor’s tenure. We all remember 
the Coex inquiry and the 10 referrals to the CCC. I table a copy of the Auditor-General’s report. 
Tabled paper: Auditor-General Report 14: 2025-26—Managing funding from the mental health levy [1441]. 

Importantly for regional Queensland, the budget increased support through the Patient Travel 
Subsidy Scheme for patients who require travel for specialised treatment and additional support to 
reduce the financial burden associated with accessing healthcare services. The estimates process also 
considered ambulance services, including investments in additional ambulance personnel, replacement 
vehicles, upgraded stations and operational infrastructure. These investments support frontline 
emergency responses as evidenced in the recent Hervey Bay Hospital quarterly ramping rate of 
22.9 per cent—a stark contrast to a rate that reached 55.5 per cent under Labor.  

Tourism remains a vital economic driver for Queensland. The committee examined 
implementation of the Destination 2045 strategy and associated investments in regional tourism, 
aviation connectivity, tourism infrastructure and event attraction. Tourism means jobs. It means 
supporting local businesses, accommodation providers, hospitality providers and visitor attractions. 
Tourism opportunities such as whale watching in Hervey Bay attract visitors from across Australia and 
around the world. Indeed, tourism is an invaluable asset across Queensland.  

Environmental investment was another major focus in the estimates process. The budget 
includes significant funding for environmental conservation, protected areas, reef initiatives, ranger 
programs and wildlife care. Labor pretends to care about conservation and wildlife care on Fraser-K’gari 
Island yet seemingly sat on their hands when the 2020 bushfires nearly destroyed half the island.  

Labor’s vacuous statement of reservation in relation to growth funding, Indigenous representation 
on only 13 of the 16 hospital and health services and lack of consultation about removal of dangerous 
crocodiles smacks of desperation. Labor will always prioritise glib politics over responsible and 
accountable governance. The Crisafulli government is restoring respect for Queenslanders’ money. In 
closing, I acknowledge the support of the committee’s secretariat, Parliamentary Services, the ministers 
and the Hervey Bay electorate office team. 

Dr O’SHEA (South Brisbane—ALP) (6.18 pm): I rise today to address the Appropriation Bill 2026 
with respect to the responsibility of the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee. I would like to 
start by extending my thanks to the officers from Queensland Health, the Queensland Ambulance 
Service and the Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation for all their work in 
preparing for and attending the budget estimates hearing, as well as the Parliamentary Service staff for 
supporting the committee during the examination process and for their assistance in compiling the final 
report. The committee examined appropriations related to health and ambulance services and 
environment, tourism, science and innovation. Queensland Health’s budget is a substantial component 
of government spending. At $22 billion it accounts for over 20 per cent of total proposed state 
government spending for this financial year.  
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During the estimates process, the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services advised that one 
of the key challenges facing the health budget was the continuing increased demand for public hospital 
services as Queensland’s population grows and health conditions become more complex. With the 
increasing demand on our public hospital system, the government needs to ensure that there is 
adequate growth funding for our health services so that Queenslanders are able to access the care that 
they need. However, during the estimates process it was revealed that earlier this year the hospital and 
health services for Metro North and the Sunshine Coast were each initially provided with service 
agreements with a set amount of growth funding but those agreements were later replaced with new 
versions with less growth funding. From the discussions that took place during the estimates process, 
I understand that, under the revised funding agreement, the Sunshine Coast will not be able to progress 
providing tertiary services at their hospital and health service. The reduction in growth funding to those 
hospital and health services comes at a time when our hospitals and frontline staff are under increasing 
pressure with the growing demands of statewide population growth and an ageing population.  

During the health estimates hearing it was also revealed that over 360,000 Queenslanders were 
waiting to be seen by a specialist at our outpatient clinics. I believe that is an increase of almost 70,000 
patients under this LNP government. Queenslanders expect that if they are referred by their GP for 
review by a specialist then they would be seen promptly at our outpatient departments. For this to occur, 
appropriate funding needs to be in place. It is incumbent on the Minister for Health to advocate to the 
Treasurer for adequate funding for our health services not only to ensure that Queenslanders receive 
quality health care but also to support the thousands of dedicated nurses, doctors, allied health 
professionals, paramedics and ambulance officers who work tirelessly each day in our public health 
system.  

The appropriations for the Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation were 
also examined by the committee. It is essential that we invest in Queensland’s tourism sector to help it 
grow, particularly in the lead-up to the 2032 games. However, during the estimates process the 
committee learnt that, since this government came to office, our regional gateway of Cairns has lost 
direct aviation connections to Hong Kong, Christchurch and Bali. Those international connections for 
Cairns are crucial links not just for tourism but also for trade, investment and regional job opportunities. 
At the same time as the loss of those services for Cairns, this government has been using taxpayers’ 
money to support Jetstar services on already well serviced routes between Brisbane, the Gold Coast 
and Sydney. During the estimates process it was unclear how many of those flights are being 
subsidised and if they would have proceeded anyway without government funding. What is clear is that 
Cairns, our international tourism gateway, needs a commitment from the government to rebuild and 
grow its international aviation connections. With this lack of transparency around investment in our 
tourism sector and concerns about adequate growth funding for our health services, it is difficult to see 
how this budget will deliver improved services and better outcomes for Queenslanders.  

Ms BOLTON (Noosa—Ind) (6.23 pm): I wish to start by thanking Mr Speaker and Mr Deputy 
Speaker for their dignified, respectful and calm chairing of the estimates hearings for the second year 
running. I thank ministers Powell and Nicholls as well as the directors-general and departmental staff 
who all worked extremely hard. From my experience, they answered questions from myself with 
transparency, respect and genuine intent.  

However, this year members of parliament have again participated in a process that, as I have 
raised before, does not afford a genuine opportunity for scrutiny. As I said this time last year, the failures 
of the process overshadow what Queenslanders can learn by way of questions prior to and during 
hearings. During the Health, Environment and Innovation Committee hearing, about 10 per cent of the 
time was spent on things other than questions. For questions, non-government members had the floor 
53 per cent of the time or thereabouts, which is significantly down from the high watermark of 2024 
when the government ordered that non-government members would have 70 per cent of the time. By 
way of illustration, for myself as a crossbench member, this year during the hearing I was able to ask 
eight questions whereas in 2024 I asked 17 questions. The difference is stark.  

With limited time for crossbench questions, we submitted our queries as questions on notice to 
ministers in early July, which is an efficient use of resources. To the ministers who provided answers, 
thank you; it was really appreciated. To those who sent back a response that it was more appropriate 
to ask through other avenues or who just ignored the questions, I say this: hiding behind an aged and 
flawed set of standing orders, protocols and a system geared to diminish accountability, transparency 
and representation is an affront not just to myself or the crossbench but to all Queenslanders.  
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During the opening of this year’s HEIC hearing, Mr Speaker said— 
Up to 80 points of order are being raised every day. The majority of these points of order are not upheld and are just disruptive 
to the flow of proceedings.  

Despite this, on my informal count, by the lunch break of the HEIC, 80 point of order calls had 
already been made, with half of the day’s proceedings still remaining. That unnecessarily reduced the 
amount of time that the opposition and crossbench members had to examine how and where the money 
is being spent and to find answers to decisions being made. Further observed was a sense of constraint 
on the part of participating directors-general who appeared willing and able to answer questions only 
to be restrained by others intervening.  

Every year the lack of a robust and genuine inquiry into the appropriation bills reflects how 
successive governments seek to ensure that parliamentary committees act more like a rubber stamp. 
There is a well-documented and overwhelming need for an independent review of the committee 
system, which I have now sought for five years, I think, that would put an end to all of the arguments 
we hear, including in this debate, as relayed by various papers such as Professor Aroney’s Banco Court 
lecture in October 2025. In the absence of an upper house, our portfolio committees must provide 
genuine and transparent oversight, robust and comprehensive consultation and a consensus—I repeat 
the word ‘consensus’—approach between the two sides.  

Instead of the improvements committed to by the current government during the elections, we 
have moved a step backwards. While some changes were made regarding the chairing of estimates 
proceedings, this was not the independence sought and, for a second year running, has not resulted in 
greater transparency or fewer points of order. 

Of note, it is not only the crossbench members who raise issues regarding our systems including 
estimates. Regardless of political colour, oppositions always raise this, so why do we keep arguing 
about it? At a minimum, an independent review must be undertaken of the committee and budget 
estimates processes to develop modern and effective systems. The only other option to deliver a 
process that ensures appropriate accountability, representation and scrutiny is to hold an independent 
inquiry into our whole parliamentary system because, as is well acknowledged and documented, it is 
not working as it should. 

In closing, I again convey my thanks to Mr Speaker and Mr Deputy Speaker, the Clerk and deputy 
clerks, the HEIC secretariat, my fellow committee members and our chair, and the Parliamentary 
Service staff, including catering, security and Hansard.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): The time for the debate has expired. 
Report adopted.  

Primary Industries and Resources Committee, Report  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McDonald): The question is— 

That the report of the Primary Industries and Resources Committee be adopted.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Bennett, adjourned.  
Sitting suspended from 6.28 pm to 7.30 pm. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

Debate of Dissent from Speaker’s Ruling  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Before I call the member for Springwood, I have a 

statement to make in relation to the motion. I remind honourable members that debate on the dissent 
motion must be strictly relevant to the question of dissent to the ruling; that is, why the ruling was correct 
or incorrect. Reference can be made to previous rulings no longer sub judice or parliamentary practice 
here or in other jurisdictions. There is no objection to discussion of principles. Members must not digress 
into the topic of the ruling, except where it is relevant to the ruling.  

In relation to the topic of the ruling, I remind honourable members about the application of 
standing order 233, the sub judice rule to this debate. A matter is pending in the criminal courts. An 
order has been made by the court relating to that matter. The appeal on that order may be of a civil 
nature, but it is inextricably linked to the criminal matter.  
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Members should not think that this dissent motion gives them licence to ignore the sub judice 
rule. It does not. The dissent motion cannot be a subterfuge to discuss matters sub judice. I will not 
tolerate any direct debate, imputation, inference or suggestion relating to the criminal matter and the 
associated order. All of this is sub judice and should not be referred to in this House. I remind members 
that a breach of standing order 233 has been held to be a contempt of the parliament. 

MOTION  

Dissent from Speaker’s Ruling  
Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (7.32 pm): I move— 

That Mr Speaker’s ruling on 26 June 2026 in relation to the member for Algester’s question without notice to the Minister for 
Police and Emergency Services on the same date be dissented from.  

Deputy Speaker, at the outset, I want to thank you for your guidance in relation to this matter. 
Secondly, I want to make one matter absolutely clear: this debate is not about criticising the chair; nor 
is it about commenting, as you have said, Deputy Speaker, on the merits of any proceedings currently 
before the courts.  

Every member of this House understands the importance of the sub judice rule and the 
fundamental principle that every person is entitled to a fair hearing before an independent court. The 
issue before us today, though, is different. It is whether standing order 233 has been applied 
consistently with its purpose, its history and the precedents of this House. Ultimately, this debate is 
about preserving the proper balance between two equally important constitutional principles. The first 
of those is the independence of the courts. The second is the responsibility of parliament to hold the 
executive government to account. Neither principle should unnecessarily diminish the other.  

Parliament is built on precedent. Our standing orders derive their authority not only from the 
words they contain but also from their consistent application over time. Members must know where the 
boundaries lie. They must be able to prepare questions and speeches with confidence that the standing 
orders will be interpreted consistently. That certainty is fundamental to the orderly conduct of this 
House. That is why I am concerned that materially different applications of standing order 233 appear 
to have occurred within the course of a single sitting week. On the Tuesday one interpretation was 
applied. By Friday another approach had emerged. Consistency matters. Without consistency, 
precedent loses its value.  

It is useful to consider why parliament adopted the current form of standing order 233. The 
operation of the sub judice rule has not developed by accident. It has been carefully considered by this 
House over many decades. In 1976, the Select Committee of Privileges examined the operation of the 
sub judice convention. The committee recognised that the purpose of the rule was not to prevent 
parliamentary debate simply because litigation existed; rather, it was to minimise the risk that 
parliamentary privilege might be used in a way that could prejudice the administration of justice. 
Importantly, that committee distinguished between criminal proceedings and civil proceedings. It 
recognised that civil proceedings should not automatically attract the same restrictions from the moment 
they commence.  

That distinction was considered again in 1997 when the Members’ Ethics and Parliamentary 
Privileges Committee undertook a comprehensive review of the sub judice convention. The committee 
examined parliamentary practice across Australia and other Westminster parliaments. It considered the 
views of the judiciary and the legal profession. It reviewed the balance between parliamentary privilege 
and the administration of justice. Following that consideration, parliament retained a deliberate 
distinction between criminal proceedings and civil proceedings. That distinction remains in standing 
order 233 today, and standing order 233(4) operates to make the distinction abundantly clear. That is 
not accidental. It reflects parliament’s considered intention.  

The current standing orders recognise that restrictions on civil proceedings are much narrower 
than those applying to criminal proceedings. Importantly, the standing orders expressly contemplate 
circumstances where a jury has been empanelled. Standing order 233(3) and 233(4) operate to make 
this abundantly clear, and that is significant because no jury has been empanelled in the Supreme 
Court proceedings relevant to this matter. The proceedings are before a judge sitting alone. That is 
precisely the distinction parliament deliberately recognised when developing the modern form of 
standing order 233. Respectfully, if standing order 233 is interpreted so broadly that it prevents 
questions concerning a judge-alone civil proceeding, the distinction parliament deliberately adopted 
becomes meaningless.  
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There is another important distinction. The proceedings before the Supreme Court are civil 
proceedings. They are separate from the criminal proceedings before another court. The question that 
was proposed did not concern the criminal allegations. It did not invite comment on guilt or innocence. 
It did not seek to canvass evidence. It did not ask the House to determine any issue properly before a 
criminal court. If the question did, we would not be debating this motion. Instead, it sought information 
about the expenditure of taxpayer funds in civil proceedings before the Supreme Court. Those are 
fundamentally different matters. One concerns the administration of criminal justice; the other concerns 
executive expenditure of public money. The costs arise in a different jurisdiction from the criminal 
proceedings. That is an important distinction because parliament was not being asked to debate the 
criminal case; it was being asked to scrutinise government expenditure.  

The rationale for the sub judice rule has long been understood. The courts cannot regulate 
proceedings within this chamber. Parliament, therefore, imposes a restraint upon itself, and the purpose 
of that restraint is to ensure that members do not use parliamentary privilege to say something that if 
said outside this House could amount to contempt of court or otherwise prejudice the administration of 
justice. That principle is entirely sound. It is one I fully support, but it must also be applied to the question 
that was actually asked. The question did not seek disclosure of any suppressed material. It did not 
seek identification of any person protected by the suppression order. It did not seek comment on the 
evidence. It did not seek comment on the merits of either proceeding. It asked one question: how much 
taxpayers’ money had been spent? The minister in answering that question would remain bound by the 
standing orders. Nothing in the question required a prejudicial answer. The minister remained entirely 
free to answer in a manner consistent with the standing orders and consistent with the suppression 
order.  

Nor is it apparent how an answer confined to the amount of public expenditure could prejudice 
either the Supreme Court proceedings or the criminal proceedings. Indeed, to suggest that disclosure 
of government legal costs could influence the determination of a Supreme Court judge would be to 
suggest that judicial decision-making is affected by matters wholly irrelevant to the legal issues before 
the court. I do not accept that proposition. Queensland’s judges determine matters according to the law 
and the evidence before them. They are not influenced by the parliament asking how much litigation 
has cost the taxpayer. Standing order 233 was never intended to protect governments from scrutiny; it 
was intended to protect courts from prejudice. They are not the same thing.  

There is another constitutional principle at stake—that is, the role of an opposition to hold the 
executive government to account. That is not simply a political objective; it is one of the defining 
principles of responsible government. One of parliament’s oldest responsibilities is to scrutinise public 
expenditure. That is why ministers answer questions. That is why we have estimates hearings. That is 
why the parliament appropriates public money.  

If parliament cannot ask questions about the expenditure of taxpayer funds whenever litigation 
exists, even where those questions do not concern the merits of the litigation itself, then an important 
mechanism of parliamentary accountability is diminished. Indeed, if the executive can avoid scrutiny of 
expenditure simply because it becomes a party to litigation, then significant legal expenditure by 
government may effectively become immune from parliamentary questioning. Surely that cannot have 
been parliament’s intention when it developed and adopted standing order 233.  

This motion is not about weakening the sub judice rule. It is about applying it consistently and 
according to its purpose. It is about preserving the balance parliament itself has established. We can 
protect the administration of justice. We can respect the independence of the courts. We can continue 
to require ministers to account for the expenditure of taxpayers’ money. Those principles are not 
inconsistent; they are complementary.  

This motion is about preserving consistency in the application of our standing orders. It is about 
respecting the parliament’s own precedents. It about ensuring standing order 233 continues to perform 
the role parliament intended: to protect the administration of justice without becoming an unintended 
barrier to the scrutiny of executive government. For those reasons, I respectfully support the motion of 
dissent.  

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (7.41 pm): I rise to oppose the motion as 
moved by the Manager of Opposition Business dissenting from the Speaker’s ruling of 26 June 2026. 
Mr Deputy Speaker, I note your statement at the commencement of this debate and the parameters 
associated with it.  
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A motion dissenting from a ruling of the Speaker is a serious procedural step and ought to be 
considered by this House accordingly. The question before us is not whether individual members agree 
with the subject matter of the question asked by the member for Algester, nor whether members may 
have preferred that the question be answered; the question is whether in ruling that question out of 
order the Speaker acted properly and consistently with the standing orders, which are established 
rulings of this House and longstanding Westminster principles that underpin the sub judice convention. 
For the reasons I will outline, it is clearly evident that the Speaker did act appropriately and consistently.  

Standing order 233 reflects a longstanding principle of parliamentary practice concerning matters 
that are before the courts. It provides that, subject always to the discretion of the chair and the right of 
the House to legislate on any matter, matters awaiting or under adjudication in all courts exercising a 
criminal jurisdiction should not be referred to in any debate, motion or question if doing so could 
prejudice those proceedings. Importantly, this is not a limitation imposed upon the parliament by the 
courts. It is a restraint which the parliament imposes upon itself, recognising both the extraordinary 
privilege that is attached to the proceedings in this House and the corresponding responsibility upon 
elected members to ensure this privilege is exercised appropriately. That distinction is fundamental to 
understanding the ruling which is the subject of this motion.  

Members speaking in this House enjoy the protection of parliamentary privilege. The courts 
cannot regulate what is said here in the same manner as statements made outside this place. It, 
therefore, falls to the House itself and, ultimately, to the Speaker as its presiding officer to ensure 
proceedings do not improperly intrude upon active criminal proceedings or prejudice the administration 
of justice. This principle is not unique to Queensland. It is deeply embedded in Westminster 
parliamentary practice.  

In considering the longstanding Westminster practice which informs our own standing orders, it 
is appropriate to have regard to Erskine May, the authoritative text on parliamentary law, privilege and 
practice. Erskine May makes clear that the sub judice convention extends to parliamentary questions 
as well as motions and debate, and its application is ultimately a matter of discretion for the chair. There 
can, therefore, be no serious procedural proposition that questions without notice occupy some different 
or protected category. They do not.  

The longstanding rules, precedents and practices which underpin our Westminster parliamentary 
system recognise that the sub judice convention applies to parliamentary questions, just as standing 
order 233 expressly applies to questions in this House. These are well-established principles designed 
to ensure the freedom and privilege of parliamentary proceedings are exercised with proper regard for 
the administration of justice. The fact that this matter arose during question time does not alter the 
application of the standing order nor the Speaker’s responsibility to exercise the discretion conferred 
upon the chair. That is why it is critical to examine and understand the actions taken by the Speaker on 
26 June 2026.  

It is important to note that earlier that week a question had been permitted concerning legal fees 
associated with the same broader matter. However, the fact that an earlier question proceeded did not 
bind the Speaker in the subsequent application of standing order 233. Indeed, in answering that 
question earlier in the week, on 23 June the Attorney-General expressly recognised that the matter was 
before the courts and that it would be inappropriate for her to comment upon it.  

On the morning of 26 June, the Speaker, in a statement to all members of the House, specifically 
reminded the House of the sub judice convention in the context of criminal matters and related 
proceedings following his concern that the member for Maiwar had begun ‘to skirt around a suppression 
order in debate’ the previous evening. It was against that background that the member for Algester 
subsequently asked her question without notice concerning legal costs incurred in maintaining a 
suppression order related to a criminal matter. The Speaker did not make that decision lightly. He 
paused proceedings, took advice and ruled the question out of order. The Speaker subsequently 
provided further explanation for the basis of that decision, including reference to the previous rulings of 
Speaker Reynolds.  

Those earlier rulings are particularly relevant. Speaker Reynolds observed that, while it is for the 
courts to regulate debate in the wider community which might transgress contempt because the matters 
in question are pending in criminal courts, it is vital that no privileged or prejudicial debate occur in this 
House. The Speaker, the member for Condamine, then explained the application of that principle in the 
circumstances before him—namely, the criminal matter was clearly sub judice, an order made by the 
court relating to that criminal matter fell within the scope of standing order 233 and applications relating 
to that criminal matter, including appeals concerning an order, were similarly to be regarded as sub 
judice.  



25 Aug 2026 Motion 2461 

 

  
 

 
 

That was not the creation of a new rule, nor was the Speaker constrained from applying the 
standing order because an earlier question had proceeded. It was the considered application of an 
established rule and established precedent to the circumstances then confronting the chair. The 
Speaker was, therefore, doing precisely what the standing orders require the presiding officer to do: 
exercise his procedural discretion as to whether a question could properly be permitted in 
circumstances involving active criminal proceedings.  

In my remaining time I wish to highlight the broader constitutional consideration which members 
should not overlook. The relationship between parliament and the judiciary is sustained not simply by 
strict legal boundaries but by longstanding conventions of mutual respect. The Clerk of the Parliament 
has written extensively on this subject, observing that any understanding of the separation of powers 
within our system of government must consider not only its legal framework but also the conventions 
of mutual respect which underpin that separation.  

In considering parliamentary practice specifically, the Clerk notes that parliaments have long 
sought to avoid conflict with the courts through standing orders or practices which prevent debate about 
matters awaiting adjudication. He expressly identifies the sub judice convention in Queensland as one 
such practice and notes that it is reflected in standing order 233. This is an important point. The courts 
must be permitted to determine matters before them according to law upon the evidence and 
submissions properly placed before them. Equally, parliament must remain free to debate public policy, 
scrutinise executive government and legislate according to its constitutional responsibilities. Neither 
principle is diminished by recognising the other. Indeed, the strength of the Westminster system has 
long depended upon the capacity of its institutions to exercise their considerable powers with 
appropriate restraint.  

It is also important that the House recognise the nature of the discretion involved. Standing order 
233 expressly makes its operation subject to the discretion of the chair, and that discretion exists for a 
reason. Questions of sub judice necessarily involve judgements about the nature of proceedings, their 
status and the potential for parliamentary proceedings to prejudice them.  

The standing orders entrust that judgement to the Speaker. Similarly, the Speaker is entrusted 
with the authority and responsibility to determine the application of the convention. On this occasion, 
the Speaker identified an active criminal matter, considered a question concerning a court order 
associated with that matter, paused proceedings to take advice, applied standing order 233, 
subsequently explained the reasoning to the House and identified previous rulings supporting the 
approach taken. This is an entirely proper exercise of the responsibilities of the chair.  

The sub judice convention has endured because it reflects a fundamental principle of responsible 
parliamentary government. Parliamentary privilege gives members an extraordinary freedom to speak, 
but with that freedom comes an obligation upon the House to ensure its proceedings do not improperly 
interfere with the administration of justice. Standing order 233 gives effect to that obligation in 
Queensland.  

The ruling of 26 June 2026 was consistent with the text and purpose of that standing order, with 
previous rulings of Speakers of this House and with longstanding Westminster parliamentary practice. 
It respected the proper constitutional relationship between this parliament and the judiciary and it 
represented a considered exercise of the discretion which this House has entrusted to its Speaker. For 
those reasons, both I and the Queensland government oppose the motion of dissent as moved by the 
member for Springwood, and I encourage all honourable members to join with the state government in 
opposing the member for Springwood’s motion.  

Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (7.51 pm): I rise to support the motion moved by the 
Manager of Opposition Business. I want to make it clear from the outset that this motion is in no way 
criticism of the Speaker. We respect the conventions of this House. In fact, on 26 June the Speaker 
reminded all of us of the importance of respecting conventions, but part of respecting conventions is 
ensuring that those conventions and rules are applied correctly and consistently. That is what this 
motion tonight is about.  

On 26 June, the member for Algester asked the police minister a question about legal costs 
incurred as part of a judicial review proceeding in the trial division of the Queensland Supreme Court. 
The question was ruled out of order under the sub judice rule. The question before us today is whether 
that rule should apply to these judicial review proceedings at all.  
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The sub judice convention is important. We, as members, have extraordinary protections when 
we speak in this chamber. We have a responsibility not to use that privilege in a way that could prejudice 
court proceedings or interfere in any way with the administration of justice. I do not think anyone 
disputes that. It is an important convention inherited from Westminster, designed to prevent 
parliamentary debate from prejudicing active court proceedings.  

Precisely because it restricts our ability to speak in this House, we also have a responsibility not 
to apply it more broadly than the standing orders require. Queensland’s rule is deliberately narrow. 
Former Speaker Pitt described it in exactly these terms— 
The sub judice rules applying in Queensland are very narrow compared to the historical rule and the rule as it applies in other 
States. It only applies to current criminal matters and a limited class of civil matters (where a jury is empanelled).  

That distinction is critical to this debate. Standing order 233 on its face could not be clearer. 
Subsection (2) says that members should not refer in the House to matters in courts exercising a 
criminal jurisdiction. Subsection (3) says that members should not refer in the House to civil cases in 
courts of law where a jury is to be empanelled. If there were any doubt about that, subsection (4) 
expressly states, ‘The sub judice rule does not apply to civil proceedings other than those referred to in 
(3)’; that is, where there is a jury trial. That is what our standing orders say.  

I come back to the question asked by the member for Algester. There are criminal proceedings 
in a Cairns Magistrates Court, but those proceedings were not referenced to or discussed in any way 
in the question put forward by the member for Algester. The matter she referred to was a separate and 
distinct judicial review in the Supreme Court concerning a suppression order of the identity of a 
high-profile man. That is a civil matter. It is being heard by a Supreme Court judge sitting in the trial 
division of the court. That judge has no criminal jurisdiction to exercise. There is no jury and, importantly, 
the question did not go to the merits or the facts of either the criminal matter or the judicial review 
proceeding. There is no debate about the merits of the case. It was simply a question about the cost of 
a King’s Counsel being paid.  

The media organisations that brought that judicial review are not parties to the criminal matter 
before the Magistrates Court. The complainant and the accused in the criminal matter are not parties 
to the judicial review proceedings. As the Speaker states in his ruling, the civil matter is related to the 
criminal matter, but being related to a criminal proceeding does not automatically transform a civil 
proceeding into a criminal one. There is nothing in former Speakers’ rulings or anything I can see in the 
history of the sub judice rule that says that being somehow related to a criminal proceeding means that 
you are somehow now in breach of standing order 233 when it comes to a judicial review matter.  

The Speaker in his ruling relies on a 2007 ruling from Speaker Reynolds. Speaker Reynolds was 
concerned with privileged or prejudicial debate about matters pending in criminal courts. In the question 
put by the member for Algester, there was no prejudicial debate—none whatsoever. There was nothing 
about the guilt or innocence of an accused person. There was no discussion of evidence. There was 
no appeal on a point of criminal law. There was no attempt to influence a jury because there is no jury. 
There was certainly no reflection on the judiciary. The question was simply how much taxpayer funds 
are being spent on legal representation in a civil proceeding about a suppression order.  

The parliament has considered these questions many times before. The member for Springwood 
referred to a 1997 committee of this parliament that reviewed the sub judice rule. It asked a fundamental 
question: to what degree should this House restrict its own privilege to discuss matters before the 
courts? I table that report.  
Tabled paper: Members’ Ethics and Parliamentary Privileges Committee: Report No. 7, 48th Parliament—Report on the Sub 
Judice Convention [1442].  

I note that the Clerk was actually the research director for this report. The committee considered 
the very tension we are dealing with today. It warned that if members were prevented from discussing 
matters of public interest which were being freely ventilated in the media parliament could be seen as 
irrelevant. It said, ‘The parliament should not be a secondary forum for public discussion.’ I think that is 
an incredibly important point. This is the Parliament of Queensland. Scrutinising the actions of 
government, including how public money is spent, is one of our most fundamental responsibilities. We 
should be very careful before interpreting our own rules in a way that unnecessarily restricts that 
fundamental responsibility.  

That approach is also consistent with Westminster practice. I note that the Leader of the House 
referred to Erskine May’s Treatise on the Law, Privileges, Proceedings and Usage of Parliament, 
essentially the bible of parliamentary procedure in the UK. According to Erskine May, the Speaker of 
the House of Commons routinely allows debate in relation to matters that are the subject of applications 
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for judicial review. That is where our convention and our rules come from. Former Speakers’ rulings 
have actually said that the rules in our standing orders are narrower than the convention applying in 
Westminster, but in Westminster they can routinely debate judicial review matters. How do we now end 
up in a situation where, because of the Speaker’s ruling, our rules are actually interpreted far more 
broadly than what is happening in the House of Commons? It is nonsensical.  

There is also another issue that the House cannot ignore. Precedent is an important convention 
in this House. That is why I cannot understand how the treatment of essentially the same matter 
changed within three days. On 23 June, the member for Maiwar asked a question about this very matter. 
His question to the Attorney-General asked whether she had approved the payment of fees for counsel 
representing police in proceedings concerning the suppression order protecting the identity of a 
high-profile man. That question was allowed. Not only that, the Attorney-General answered it. I do take 
issue with the interpretation of the Leader of the House of how the Attorney answered that. The first 
law officer of this state actually answered the question and said it was a matter for police. The 
Attorney-General reminded us just this morning that she is a lawyer. She took no issue with this 
question. She took no point of order to raise sub judice. She answered the question and referred it to 
the police minister.  

A few days later, when the police minister was asked about costs in this matter that question was 
ruled out of order. That inconsistency matters because members need to know where the line is. Why 
is one question—fundamentally the same question—to the first law officer acceptable and a secondary 
question ruled out of order? If one question about the payment of legal fees in this proceeding is 
permitted on a Tuesday, why is a substantially similar question prohibited on Friday?  

Ultimately, there is a very straightforward public interest here. Even in a criminal prosecution 
legal costs are not evidence. They do not determine guilt or innocence. Asking how much the 
Queensland Police Service is spending on a King’s Counsel does not prejudice a jury or interfere with 
a judge determining a case. It is the scrutiny of public expenditure. If taxpayer money is being spent on 
a top silk in a judicial review concerning a suppression order protecting the identity of a high-profile 
man, then Queenslanders deserve to know why and they certainly deserve to know how much. That is 
the job of the members of this House.  

We could leave this chamber today, stand outside and discuss this civil matter. Members of the 
public can discuss it. It is being reported in the media. Yet apparently the one place where a question 
about the expenditure of taxpayer funds could not be asked was in here, the Parliament of Queensland. 
This is not about weakening the sub judice rule; it is about respecting convention, as this House has 
actually written the rules. What this House must consider today is whether, in seeking to protect the 
administration of justice, we are inadvertently suppressing legitimate parliamentary scrutiny. I support 
the motion and encourage members to— 

(Time expired)  
Hon. AC POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (Minister for the Environment and Tourism and Minister 

for Science and Innovation) (8.01 pm): To move a dissent motion to a Speaker’s ruling is a very serious 
matter, and I appreciate that all members in this House would only do so on the back of serious 
concerns. This is a serious matter and it requires serious debate. I have listened to the contributions 
from the members for Springwood, Moggill and Waterford. As they would, they have unpacked this with 
reference to the standing orders and parliamentary practice, including Erskine May.  

Without wanting to diminish the seriousness of this matter I would like to put this in a way that 
Queenslanders might understand, because at the end of the day we have a responsibility to ensure 
that Queenslanders understand what is occurring here and what led us to this discussion this evening. 
Here in Queensland we all love the sport of rugby league.  

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Order, members on my left. The member is not being 

provocative.  
Mr POWELL: Mr Deputy Speaker, you and I and members of this chamber would appreciate 

that a game of rugby league requires certain elements: it requires two teams to take the field; it requires 
a referee who enforces a level of set rules that have been well-established within the code; and in the 
modern game it also includes the introduction of a bunker. Let us therefore associate the two teams 
with government members and opposition members. The referee is clearly the Speaker. In this instance 
the bunker could refer to the reference Mr Speaker made to former Speakers in explaining his decision.  
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Let me unpack this a bit more. The member for Algester asked a question—the equivalent of 
playing the ball—made a mistake according to the rules and was pulled up for it by the referee. I refer 
to the ruling made by the Speaker when he said— 
Member for Algester, I made a comment about concerns about that subject this morning.  

This is obviously not a first warning. There have been previous warnings regarding this. He continued— 
Obviously you had your question before that, but I am going to rule the question out of order.  

The referee has made the call. On this point I want to make it clear that the sub judice rule is not 
new. In the rugby league world it is not something like the ‘six again’ rule, which has only been 
introduced to the game recently. It is as old as the game itself. It is as old as the fact that you have to 
pass the ball backwards moving forwards, so it is not something that Mr Speaker has concocted. It is a 
rule that is very clearly stipulated through our standing orders and parliamentary practice.  

I assume that out of an abundance of caution Mr Speaker self-referred to the bunker; that is, he 
went back and reviewed previous rulings. In this instance, the gentleman sitting in the bunker was one 
of the opposition’s own, former Speaker Mike Reynolds. Mr Speaker referred to Speaker Reynolds’ 
ruling of 6 February 2007, where at page 129 he stated— 
It is a matter for the courts to regulate debate in the community that may transgress contempt of those proceedings. However, 
because the matters are pending in criminal courts, it is vital that no privileged or prejudicial debate occurs in this House.  

Mr Speaker continued— 
Several rulings made by Speaker Reynolds that day illustrate the application of the rule. In this instance, the criminal matter is 
clearly sub judice. Any order made by the court relating to that matter will also be viewed as within the scope of standing order 
233, as would breaching the order itself. It follows that all applications made relating to the criminal matter, including appeals on 
any order, would also be considered sub judice. Members are also reminded that a breach of standing order 233 has been held 
to be a contempt.  

To use the analogy I was providing, the bunker backed in the referee’s decision. It was clear that 
the member for Algester’s question should have been ruled out of order, and it is important to point out 
the consequence of ignoring that. Mr Speaker made it very clear in his final sentence when he said— 
Members are also reminded that a breach of standing order 233 has been held to be a contempt.  

That is the rugby league equivalent of a sin-binning, and in some cases a fairly substantial one at that. 
In explaining it in this way— 

Opposition members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members on my left! Members, there is a lot of chat. If you want 
to talk, please go outside.  

Mr POWELL: I have used that analogy so that those listening to this debate can understand 
what we are unpacking here. Rugby league is something they watch on a regular basis each and every 
week. They can see how it unfolds when a referee makes a decision. Those opposite may be unhappy 
with it, but it has been referred to the bunker and a subsequent decision has been made backing in the 
Speaker. That is what has occurred in this instance.  

It is not as simple as the member for Waterford would have you believe. The member for Algester 
did not ask the question in the way the member for Waterford referred to in her contribution. There was 
more to the question than simply the words that the member for Waterford used in her contribution this 
evening. The member for Waterford also referred to practices in Westminster in relation to what they 
do and do not debate. I am well informed that, when Speakers and Deputy Speakers meet around our 
Commonwealth, those who share similar forms of government as our own all comment on the fact that 
we apply our own version of Westminster. We acknowledge there are elements of what Westminster 
does that we accept, incorporate and utilise here in this chamber. Equally, there are practices that occur 
in Westminster that are not applied here.  

I again refer to the fact that the Speaker made a very clear ruling, having previously provided a 
warning to those opposite, that further questions of that nature would breach the sub judice rule and 
would be ruled out of order, yet the member for Algester proceeded to ask the question. It was ruled 
out of order. To be abundantly clear, the Speaker returned to the chamber and made a subsequent 
contribution that alluded to a ruling made by a former Labor Speaker in this chamber, again making it 
clear that any order made by the court relating to that matter would also be viewed as within the scope 
of standing order 233, as would breaching the order itself. It cannot be clearer than that.  
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I support the Speaker in his initial ruling and I support the Speaker’s further explanation. As I 
started with, members of this chamber should think very seriously before proceeding to move a motion 
of dissent to a Speaker’s ruling. It is not something you enter lightly. We must respect the Speaker’s 
ruling. As someone who has spent far more time on the opposition benches than on the government 
benches— 

Mr Martin: You’re making Moggill look good. 

Opposition members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members on my left.  

Mr Vorster: And he’s not in his seat. 

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members, at this juncture it may be appropriate for me to give 
some guidance to all members in the House. I have cautioned people. If they want to talk, go outside. 
It is okay to have a talk to the person next to you, but having a conversation with someone three or four 
seats away in a disorderly manner is not acceptable. I am warning the member for Greenslopes, the 
member for Lytton and the member for Bundaberg under the standing orders.  

Mr POWELL: As I was saying, in my six terms in this chamber I have spent far more of them on 
the opposition benches. I acknowledge that, at times, decisions made by the Speaker can be frustrating, 
but not once would I have contemplated moving dissent to a Speaker’s ruling. That is a significant step 
taken by those opposite. I fully support the Speaker in his decision, and I ask members of this chamber 
to reject this motion.  

Mr BERKMAN (Maiwar—Grn) (8.11 pm): I rise to make a contribution on this motion. I do so 
largely because the decision that is being dissented against relates to a question that reflects one I had 
asked earlier in that sitting week, and equally because my comments in a previous debate informed, I 
suppose, the Speaker’s comment earlier on the day of 26 June. I will endeavour to not traverse in detail 
the issues that have already been raised by the members for Springwood and Waterford, and I will 
certainly avoid any NRL analogies if I can.  

I want to go straight to the terms of the standing order, which the member for Waterford has 
already touched on. I do not think the words of this standing order could be any clearer in practice. 
Certainly, we have got all of the background, all of the theoretical justifications and the principal 
justification for the sub judice rule to ensure we do not prejudice the administration of justice, but this 
standing order is unequivocal. Subsection 233(4) says in as many words— 
The sub judice rule does not apply to civil proceedings other than those referred to in (3).  

Subsection (3) is really clear that those are only civil cases in courts of law where a jury is to be 
empanelled. This is not such a case, as the member for Waterford made clear already. This is a judicial 
review proceeding in a civil court that does not satisfy the criteria set out in 233(3). In that case, 233(4) 
applies and it tells us the sub judice rule does not apply. I do not think it could be much more 
straightforward than that.  

I think it is important to have a look back at some of the ways this was addressed in the Speaker’s 
ruling itself. Other members have also referred to what the Speaker said in his more detailed ruling. 
When he came back later in that question time, he made this observation— 
It follows that all applications made relating to the criminal matter, including appeals on any order, would also be considered sub 
judice.  

First of all, it needs to be made clear that this is not an appeal. It is a new proceeding. Yes, it is 
related to another proceeding, but it is a separate proceeding in the Supreme Court so it is not an 
appeal. I am not clear whether that is a misunderstanding on the Speaker’s part or if there is another 
explanation. It does not follow that, simply because it is related to another matter, the terms of the 
standing orders should not apply.  

The member for Moggill made the point before that this is not some external legal principle; this 
is a constraint that is imposed on this parliament by itself. Absolutely, and it is a constraint that is 
imposed on the parliament in the terms expressed in the standing orders. There is a straight-up literal 
meaning in standing order 233. Frankly, for us to just pretend that those words do not exist in their 
application in this place makes a bit of a joke of the entire standing orders. I think there is plenty of 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_201116
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_201116


2466 Motion 25 Aug 2026 

 

 

 
 

conduct in here that undermines the credibility or utility or our genuine interest in applying those 
standing orders to their meaning, but it cannot be the case that they mean nothing in a circumstance 
like this.  

The member for Glass House made the point that he would almost never contemplate 
challenging a ruling. That is his prerogative if that is the way he wants to approach it, but I am of the 
view that the standing orders have to mean something. They have to be rules that guide our behaviour 
that can actually be understood, interpreted and applied to particular circumstances. The literal meaning 
of those words has to be something that we can rely on. It is important in a case like this to draw that 
meaning out, to make sense of it and to attempt to get some consistency and clear understanding of 
what it means and how it is applied.  

The context here I think is really relevant. Again, I do not want to labour the point, but the question 
I asked of the Attorney on 23 June referred to a tabled document. That document made clear that it 
was a judicial review case. There could be no real misunderstanding at that point that we were not 
dealing with a civil matter. We were clearly dealing with a matter that did not fall afoul of standing order 
233. The Attorney-General’s answer was almost unusually direct and brief. It was a question she was 
prepared to answer. This is not a reflection on the Attorney-General herself but rather the way that 
ministers in general approach answering questions in question time. A prepared answer is not 
something I think I have ever received in question time. She had the prepared answer and made no 
suggestion that it might be sub judice. In fact, she suggested that the question the member for Algester 
subsequently asked would be the appropriate question to ask.  

I will skip over the Speaker’s comments about my supposedly skirting around a suppression 
order in debate, although I can only assume that there is no suggestion in those comments that my 
comments in debate were in any way sub judice. I will not rehash the content of the question. We know 
what the question was; it was about what money was spent. This is not to do with the criminal matter. 
It is not in any way capable of prejudicing the administration of justice, unless as others have suggested 
we are going to impugn the decision-making capacity of our Supreme Court judges. There is no real 
risk in this circumstance of genuine prejudice to the administration of justice.  

Honestly, we have heard different takes from different members in here about the importance of 
precedent or the fact that everyone conducts themselves differently from how they do it in Westminster 
and that they might be the template. The Leader of the House himself said that there were two distinct 
rulings that look different but the Speaker is not bound by his ruling. Here is the rub: it is the Speaker 
sitting in that chair who makes the decisions. We can make all the appeals to authority or to precedent 
that we like, but in this case the question is whether the ruling can be justified and I would say, no, it 
cannot. This is not about preventing prejudice to legal proceedings. We cannot have rulings like this 
made simply because it is a topic of great sensitivity, and there is not a member in this House who does 
not know that it is a topic of great sensitivity.  

I will leave my comments there— 

Mr Kempton: Thank God. 

Mr BERKMAN: If the member for Cook is keen, I could keep going. I have a minute and 48 
seconds remaining to me. It might be worth considering that, when we look at our register of interests, 
the standing orders makes it clear enough that— 
any other interest (whether or not of a pecuniary nature) of the member ...  

(ii) that raises, appears to raise, or could foreseeably raise, a conflict between the member’s private interest and their duty 
as a member. 

That is one that is a concern to the parliament under the standing orders. Perhaps it is worth the House 
considering if any such interests or potential conflicts of interest might come to bear in this debate or 
this vote when it is taken. That is where I will leave my comments.  

Mr STEVENS (Mermaid Beach—LNP) (8.20 pm): As previous speakers from this side of the 
House have indicated, it is a very serious matter to dissent from a Speaker’s ruling. A lot of precedent 
has been put forward regarding past sub judice rulings. Some matters have arisen in this particular 
case regarding the member for Algester’s question that there was some prelude to the question being 
asked by the acceptance of the question from the member for Maiwar the evening before. That does 
not change the Speaker’s role to adjudicate in this House on any particular question following any other 
matter that has gone before. As I understand it, the Speaker took considered advice from the Clerk of 
the Parliament before making his ruling. The Clerk of the Parliament, as we know, is a very well thought 
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of barrister in terms of his training, and his advice to the Speaker was clearly that this particular question 
of the member for Algester related to a criminal court proceeding in the north of the state because of 
the very fact that it is mentioned in the question itself.  

I turn to matters that the Manager of Opposition Business raised. He talked about the original 
statement by the Speaker on 14 September 1976 who put out clear guidelines at that time for the sub 
judice rule to be employed. He said— 
... I propose to adopt a procedure similar to that now operating in the House of Commons ...  

He went on— 
That subject to the discretion of the Chair— 

which is what we are talking about here tonight— 
(1) matters awaiting or under adjudication in all courts exercising a criminal jurisdiction shall not be referred to in any 

motion, debate or question to a Minister ...  

There is no doubt that in that question there was referral to a criminal case in North Queensland. It is 
clear— 

Ms Fentiman: No. 
Mr STEVENS: For the benefit of the member for Waterford, the question was— 

My question is to the Minister for Police. Noting the Attorney-General’s answer on Tuesday in question time— 

which predicated the following question being asked— 
will the minister release the legal costs incurred by the Queensland Police Service to maintain a suppression order to protect the 
identity of a high-profile Queensland man?  

That particular matter is in the criminal courts in Queensland.  
Ms Fentiman: It is in the Supreme Court in Cairns.  
Ms Grace: Supreme Court of Cairns, civil.  
Mr STEVENS: That question clearly relates to a criminal matter. The members opposite are 

trying to walk away from the fact that there is a criminal matter going on and that that question relates 
to that criminal matter and a suppression order on that criminal matter. There have been suppression 
orders issued before which the House has followed. I refer to a former Labor minister for tourism who 
faced a criminal matter of extortion in court. Not one word was spoken by us in opposition in relation to 
that matter regarding the former Labor member for Currumbin. There are two standards being played 
out here in terms of what the Labor Party wants to drive home. What is a reasonable dissent from a 
Speaker who took considered advice on the matter and, as the original ruling stated, the subject is at 
the discretion of the chair and the chair took considered advice. The fact that the member for Maiwar’s 
question actually went through does not in any way affect the capacity of the Speaker to take a different 
approach to a ruling on that question in question time.  

I cannot fathom why we have a dissenting rule in terms of questioning the separation of powers 
in Queensland when it comes to the judiciary and the parliament. That has always been the standard 
that we have to live by in terms of this House. We do not impact on the judiciary and their orders, 
directions and decisions, but somehow in a roundabout way the member for Maiwar and the member 
for Algester have tried to influence a criminal case in North Queensland. I find the usage of a dissent 
motion in this particular case—and I know there have been platitudes about not reflecting on the chair—
a serious reflection on what the Speaker has done in his legitimate control and direction of this 
parliament. To say, ‘We are not reflecting on the chair,’ is not correct. They are certainly reflecting on a 
chair who has done a good job in difficult—if someone finds that funny, I do not find that funny at all.  

An opposition member: It was your side.  

Mr STEVENS: The Speaker does a great job in terms of directing this House.  

Mrs Frecklington: I was coughing.  

Mr STEVENS: I did not hear you cough; I heard a laugh.  

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Members, I cannot hear the member for Mermaid Beach.  
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Mr STEVENS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, for your protection on this matter because it is a 
very serious matter. Standing order 233 is an important principle of this parliament. We do not want to 
see it broken by weasel words when clearly these matters are about the matter in a criminal court in 
North Queensland.  

I will certainly be voting against the Manager of Opposition Business’s motion tonight. I think 
everyone should think twice about the damage this is doing to the reputation of a Speaker who is trying 
to act in accordance with all the matters that are around this parliament and particularly the separation 
of powers. Please have some respect for the chair and have some respect for the Clerk of the 
Parliament and his considered advice on this matter. We will be voting against the member for 
Springwood’s motion of dissent.  

I strongly advise the Manager of Opposition Business to be far more considered when he moves 
a critical motion of dissent from the Speaker’s rulings in the future and on any other issue. We know 
how particularly kind he is to this particular issue. It has been raised through one of my other 
committees, the PCCC. It has gone on and on. It is time for them to respect the judiciary’s powers to 
make decisions on that matter. There is currently a decision that has been made by the courts on that 
issue, as they did previously regarding Merri Rose in her particular court case. We will get a result at 
some stage and the good members can make their comments at that particular time.  

Division: Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
AYES, 37: 

ALP, 35—Asif, Bailey, Bourne, Boyd, Bush, Butcher, de Brenni, Dick, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Furner, Grace, Healy, 
Howard, J. Kelly, King, Linard, Martin, McCallum, McMahon, McMillan, Mellish, Miles, Mullen, Nightingale, O’Shea, Pease, 
Power, Pugh, Richmond, Russo, Ryan, Scanlon, Smith. 

Grn, 1—Berkman. 

Ind, 1—Bolton. 

NOES, 50: 

LNP, 50—Baillie, Barounis, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Camm, Chiesa, Crandon, Crisafulli, Dalton, Dillon, 
Doolan, Dooley, Field, Frecklington, Gerber, Hatcher, Head, Hutton, Hunt, B. James, T. James, Janetzki, G. Kelly, Kempton, 
Kirkland, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Lee, Lister, Mander, McDonald, Mickelberg, Minnikin, Molhoek, Nicholls, O’Connor, Perrett, 
Poole, Powell, Purdie, Rowan, Simpson, Stevens, Stoker, Watts, Vorster, Young. 

Pair: Marr, Whiting. 

Resolved in the negative. 

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL 
APPR OPR IATION  (PARL IAMENT) B ILL; APPR OPRIATION  BILL  

APPROPRIATION BILL 

Consideration in Detail (Cognate Debate)  

Appropriation Bill  

Primary Industry and Resources Committee, Report  
Resumed from p. 2456. 
Mr BENNETT (Burnett—LNP) (8.34 pm): I rise to strongly support the report of the 2026-27 

budget estimates and, in particular, the investment being made in Queensland’s primary industries and 
resources sectors. These are industries that sit at the very heart of Queensland’s economy. They create 
jobs, support regional communities, provide export income and underpin the prosperity of families right 
across our state. 

This budget delivers $817.2 million for primary industries, with a clear focus on productivity, 
innovation, biosecurity, resilience and growth. The government has set an ambitious target of growing 
our primary production output to $30 billion by 2030. That is a target worth supporting. Our farmers, 
graziers, fishers, foresters and other primary producers know how to work hard and adapt. What they 
need from government is a practical policy environment that supports investment rather than creates 
unnecessary obstacles. This budget does exactly that. A particularly important initiative is the 
$30 million Sowing the Seeds of Farming Innovation Fund. It will support new technologies and 
practices and help Queensland producers become more productive, competitive and sustainable. 
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Innovation is critical to the future of agriculture. Whether it is better water management, improved 
genetics, precision agriculture, robotics, data technology or new farming practices, Queensland needs 
to remain at the forefront of agricultural innovation.  

The budget also recognises that productivity means very little if we cannot protect our agricultural 
industries from pests and disease. That is why the commitment of $60.9 million over five years for 100 
additional frontline biosecurity officers, with ongoing funding from 2029-30, is so important. Biosecurity 
is one of the best investments this parliament can make. An outbreak can devastate a farm, an industry 
and an entire regional economy. Prevention is far cheaper than dealing with the consequences. 

The budget also provides $51.9 million over four years for farm and drought resilience programs. 
Queensland producers face drought, floods, cyclones, fire, market volatility and international pressures. 
Supporting resilience means helping producers remain productive through difficult years and be ready 
to take advantage of better conditions when they arrive.  

Primary industries are only one part of the story. Queensland’s resources sector remains 
fundamental to our prosperity. The 2026-27 budget provides $5.1 million to accelerate mineral 
exploration, helping identify new resource opportunities through geoscience initiatives and data 
technologies. It also provides significant support for critical minerals development and investment. This 
is about looking beyond today and preparing Queensland for the industries of tomorrow. 

Critical minerals present enormous opportunities for Queensland. We should be encouraging 
investment, supporting exploration, developing skilled jobs and ensuring that more value can be created 
here in Queensland. We saw in estimates that we have the minister and a government that can back 
that in. The resources industries also support thousands of families and businesses in regional 
Queensland. Mining expenditure flows through towns and communities, supporting contractors, 
transport operators, engineers, manufacturers and small businesses. That is why confidence matters. 
The government’s approach is about creating an environment where business can invest, people can 
get jobs and regional communities can prosper.  

I also welcome the budget’s support for natural resource management, including $117.8 million 
in expanded funding for biodiversity and natural resource management programs. This has been 
welcomed in the Burnett with some wonderful projects being the beneficiaries of this smart investment 
in resource management. Good resource management is not a choice between the environment and 
the economy. Queensland can have both a strong economy and responsible stewardship of our natural 
assets. 

The Primary Industries and Resources Committee carefully examined these estimates. Following 
that examination, the committee was happy with where it ended up. I thank my fellow committee 
members.  

This budget is about backing the people who produce, build and invest in Queensland. It backs 
our farmers. It backs our regional communities. It backs our miners and resource workers. It backs 
innovation and investment. Importantly, it backs Queensland’s future. For those reasons, I am proud to 
speak in support of the 2026-27 budget estimates and thank all those involved in the process.  

Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (8.39 pm): Tonight 
Queenslanders, particularly those living in regional and rural parts of the state, will be scratching their 
heads and asking questions about what benefit they get from a plum $400,000-a-year handshake job 
the Premier and the Minister for Regional and Rural Development gave to Andrew Cripps, a former 
LNP minister and well-known personal close associate of the Premier. These same Queenslanders 
have been scratching their heads and asking the same questions since Mr Cripps was appointed 
Special Commissioner for Regional and Rural Queensland way back in April. The Premier in his 
estimates hearing and the Minister for Regional and Rural Development in his estimates hearing—the 
committee report in relation to which we are debating tonight—should have expected questions from 
Queenslanders through their elected representatives, yet the Minister for Regional and Rural 
Development, Minister Last, arrived at estimates with no answers. In fact, the minister told the Primary 
Industries and Resources Committee that he had not even bothered to read the instrument of 
appointment before handing—along with the Premier—the role of special commissioner to their close 
LNP associate, Andrew Cripps. This instrument of appointment should lay out the roles and 
responsibilities of the special commissioner.  

It is one thing to appoint a special commissioner with no plan, but we are four months into this 
job and Mr Cripps has earned $100,000—more than some schoolteachers, school cleaners or teacher 
aides earn in a year. He has earned $100,000 in four months and still no work plan has been published 
or released by the government. This is despite the director-general of the Department of the Premier 
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and Cabinet claiming in estimates that he had a draft on his desk and the work plan was imminent. That 
was back in July, and it still has not been finalised and released by the government. This is an absolutely 
cooked job for an LNP mate.  

People in regional and rural Queensland deserve representation. They deserve to be heard. It is 
why the government has a minister and six assistant ministers who are responsible for making sure 
their voice is heard in the government. This is a government and a Premier who said they would respect 
taxpayers’ money. As soon as they got their hands on the Treasury, which we examined in this 
estimates committee hearing, they could not wait to start doling out the fat pay cheques to their LNP 
mates. They could not wait to start handing out the cheques to their mates, and they have done it across 
Queensland. They have done it on boards and they have done it with this position paying $400,000 a 
year. This man will earn $1.2 million in three years to duplicate what a minister and six assistant 
ministers have to do.  

What about the member for Hinchinbrook, the close personal associate of the Premier who got 
a rails run into parliament? Of course, he is a close personal mate of Andrew Cripps as well. No wonder 
he is defending him in the parliament tonight. It is an absolutely cooked job.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr O’Shea): Member for Woodridge, would you address your 
comments through the chair, please.  

Mr DICK: This minister could not defend this absolutely cooked appointment. It does not get any 
better than this; that is what the minister said. Queenslanders talk to me as the Minister for Regional 
and Rural Development and I go straight back to the cabinet; that is what he said in the estimates 
hearing. He said it does not get any better than this. Why on earth, then, have they appointed Mr Cripps 
to a $392,000 a year job? Why have they done that? It is an LNP job for an LNP mate. That is what it 
is about.  

Government members interjected.  

Mr DICK: That is why they are braying and calling out tonight, defending an absolutely cooked 
appointment which does nothing for regional Queensland. Where is the work plan? Where are the 
KPIs? Remember the Premier used to be into KPIs? Not for his close personal mate! There is none of 
that for Queenslanders. When people in Townsville are struggling to put a roof over their head or pay 
the bills, they have a bloke in Walker Street earning $400,000 a year plus three staff members—and 
the people of Townsville do not even know it. It is absolutely cooked.  

Hon. AJ PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (Minister for Primary Industries) (8.44 pm): I rise to speak on 
the Primary Industries and Resources Committee’s estimates report. While estimates displayed the 
Crisafulli government’s unequivocal determination to deliver for our agriculture, fisheries and forestry 
sectors, it proved that the Labor opposition does not understand them. Estimates provided an ideal 
opportunity to demonstrate just how much the Crisafulli government knows and values primary 
industries. The 2026-27 $863 million primary industries budget—an increase of $45 million from last 
year—builds on the $100 million increase we delivered in our landmark first budget last year. Through 
our 25-year blueprint Primary Industries Prosper 2050, the Crisafulli government is continuing to deliver 
upon the shared vision to make the state’s primary industries more profitable and productive, driven by 
whole-of-government, stakeholder and community collaboration.  

As I advised the committee, the next phase of that delivery is our five-year action plan Prosper 
2050 Delivering now, which outlines 234 actions identified across regions, sectors and the state. The 
budget includes $20 million over four years to deliver on Prosper 2050, support growth in primary 
production output to $30 billion by 2030, support Queensland’s fisheries sector and implement the 
Queensland Future Timber Plan 2050. Chronic failures in forestry management left it with an antiquated 
Forest Sales Management Information System. Through $8.8 million in funding we have replaced the 
system to support better service delivery and stronger financial management for timber and quarries. 
We have also supported Timber Queensland with an extension officer, increasing much needed 
capacity for the industry. Through a $30 million investment in the Sowing the Seeds of Farming 
Innovation Fund, Queensland will develop and promote the cutting-edge innovation and technology 
needed to support industry and boost primary production.  

The 2026-27 budget is also helping to protect our primary industries from the threat of invasive 
pests and diseases. We are boosting frontline biosecurity officers by continuing to deliver on our 
commitment of 100 biosecurity officers within the first term of this government. We are recruiting three 
biosecurity inspectors dedicated to cattle ticks to strengthen surveillance, improve compliance and 
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deliver faster investigation and response times. We are also re-establishing a northern biosecurity 
defence line, which was previously disbanded. We are continuing to support our ramped-up investment 
to eradicate and suppress fire ants.  

Labor presided over missed opportunities, failures to meet key KPIs and rising infestations. 
Detections in outlier posts such as Central Queensland caused by deliveries between April 2023 and 
early 2025 were a direct legacy of its failed governance. Since coming to government, I have taken 
decisive action to restore proper governance to programs, implemented recommendations of key 
reviews, overseen some major changes and delivered more funding. I have advised the committee that 
our increased focus has seen treatment areas contracting.  

I would like to thank the Leader of the Opposition for his endorsement on 15 July of the work we 
are doing, but there is still much to do. We are partnering with local government, primary producers, 
natural resource management groups and other stakeholders to develop and implement new regionally 
focused action plans to manage feral pigs and dogs. Varroa mite is a national biosecurity issue. We are 
supporting beekeepers and pollination industries to manage varroa mite and strengthen our biosecurity 
response. We have mobilised financial assistance and support for those who were impacted by severe 
flooding events earlier this year and have reinstated drought assistance measures and carry-on finance 
for those experiencing drought. 

Queensland will host the largest premier beef event in the Southern Hemisphere, Beef 2027. A 
record $4.5 million in funding will ensure it will be the biggest and best yet. I advised the committee that 
the days of ideologically-driven fisheries policies are over. Labor’s decision to allow commercial fishers 
to target barramundi in the Logan and Albert rivers from 1 January 2024 was not based on any science. 
Those days are now gone. We are delivering regulatory certainty, ensuring fisheries management 
decisions are based on science, informed through consultation and focused on long-term sustainability.  

Last year the opposition did not know the purpose of the shark management program. I had to 
again remind Labor during estimates that this government prioritises human safety, first and foremost. 
Our budget is continuing to invest in the infrastructure, support, services, regulatory frameworks and 
capability needed to support Queensland’s primary industries for decades to come. Estimates 
demonstrated that we are delivering regulatory certainty, confidence and access to resources and 
restoring respect by making government work for primary industries.  

Mr POWER (Logan—ALP) (8.49 pm): It was true that the government cut times. The Leader of 
the Opposition said that. They tried to run a protection racket, disgracefully led by the Leader of the 
House.  

Mr Crandon interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr O’Shea): Order! Member for Coomera, if you call out again you 

will be on a warning. Thank you.  
Mr POWER: It did not stop this committee revealing the failures and cuts of the Crisafulli 

government when it comes to the mining and resources sector. We know that the Leader of the House 
was embarrassed at having to protect the failing mines and resources minister. We know that the 
Leader of the House was under the direction of the Premier, who instructed him, whenever the failings 
of the minister were on display, to raise ridiculous points of order so as to distract. We do not blame the 
Leader of the House; we blame the Premier, who was directing this protection racket.  

Mr DILLON: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I seek your guidance on the 
unparliamentary language being used by the member for Logan around the phrase and seek your 
guidance on that.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was just about to address that. Member for Logan, that is 
unparliamentary language that you have used twice now.  

Mr POWER: I withdraw. The Queensland Labor opposition was not given clarity by either the 
minister or the director-general regarding coal royalties. Committee members know that the minister 
has told a closed-door event—and the director-general confirmed this—that a royalties model was 
being considered that would meet everyone’s expectations and also that the Premier had told the 
Mackay mayor that changes were coming. The LNP was so sensitive about these mixed messages that 
the Leader of the House raised a point of order about statements from the minister and the Premier to 
coal companies by stating, with respect to royalties, that it is a matter under the purview of the 
Treasurer. He did not want the mines minister to give an answer. He was too embarrassed by the mines 
minister. Queensland deserves to know what the LNP government is secretly saying to coal companies. 
The director-general confirmed he was present when the minister was having these secret talks. 
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Mr Chiesa interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Hinchinbrook, if you call out again you will also be on 

a warning. Thank you.  
Mr POWER: Due to the minister’s continuing inability to provide clarity regarding the future of 

coal royalties in Queensland, and the ongoing contradictory reassurances to industry stakeholders, 
Queenslanders are left without answers. This continues to damage investment certainty in Queensland 
mining. Everyone here is supportive of Labor’s Taroom Trough, where both Shell and Omega started 
drilling with the previous Labor government’s approval.  

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr Chiesa interjected. 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Hinchinbrook, you are now on a warning.  
Mr POWER: However, we are not getting clear answers when it comes to when Queenslanders 

will get relief at the bowser. We note that the statement from the minister this morning provided even 
less clarity about when this will be fast-tracked and we will produce our own fuel here. The budget 
projected a 42 per cent reduction in petroleum royalties, exposing the mistruths that were put to the 
people at a recent by-election. This was not shared with the people at recent elections. They misled 
them. People will not be filling up their cars anytime soon. During the estimates process neither the 
minister nor the director-general gave any assurances. It was confirmed in the hearing that the drilling 
wells have found some crude oil and condensate. These, as I said, were drilled by Shell and Omega 
under approvals by the previous Labor government. Estimates have confirmed that Labor’s Frontier 
Gas Exploration Grants Program, which could assist companies such as Denison Gas to develop new 
gas supplies for Queensland, has been ceased. It is no longer supported by the LNP.  

I want to recognise the almost 30-year operation of Simtars in Mackay. I was shocked that the 
Crisafulli government secretly closed the station earlier this year. There was not a single statement from 
the minister. Simtars in Mackay had been expanded in May 2022 with the construction of two new 
purpose-built laboratories to cater for analysis of large volumes of samples. Mackay residents and local 
mineworkers are rightly questioning why the station has been cut. The one Mackay resident who is not 
questioning this is the member for Mackay, who is silent on this. Estimates show that the minister was 
part of the decision to close the station in June 2025, but he failed to reveal this to the committee. We 
know that it is shut down, with no workers there. I visited it myself twice. I doubt the minister or the 
member for Mackay have visited. I have been thinking creatively and I think we could find a use for it. 
Perhaps Mr Cripps could move in. The furniture has been removed, but with his salary of over $400,000 
perhaps he could lash out for a camping chair and a table, and he seems adept at doing his own IT. 
We know that this is a job for a mate and those opposite are up to their necks in it. This LNP are giving 
out a job to their mate, not looking after mineworkers in Mackay. We know that he was a potential 
candidate for the Hinchinbrook election and this is something that has been given to him. 

Hon. DR LAST (Burdekin—LNP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Minister for 
Manufacturing and Minister for Regional and Rural Development) (8.55 pm): I rise to speak on the 
Primary Industries and Resources Committee’s report on the 2026-27 budget estimates. When one 
listens to the contributions from those opposite, one wonders whether they were actually at the same 
estimates hearing as we were.  

I welcome the opportunity to reflect on what estimates demonstrated very clearly, and that is that 
the Crisafulli government does have a plan to grow Queensland’s resources and manufacturing 
industry, to strengthen our regions and to create the jobs and the opportunities that Queenslanders 
deserve. There is perhaps no better example than Queensland’s resources sector. Resources have 
built this state. They support tens of thousands of jobs, sustain regional communities and generate the 
export income that underpins our economy. Under this Crisafulli LNP government, Queensland is once 
again sending a clear message to the world that we are open for business. That includes Delivering 
Queensland’s Critical Minerals Future 2026-30—a practical plan to turn Queensland’s extraordinary 
geological potential into mines, processing, exports and jobs. This is more than simply identifying what 
is in the ground; it is about getting projects moving, it is about attracting capital, it is about building 
processing capability right here in Queensland and, in an increasingly uncertain world, it is about 
strengthening sovereign capability and establishing Queensland as a trusted supplier to our 
international partners. That is why we are accelerating exploration and development and it is why I have 
taken Queensland’s message directly to international investors.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_205527
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_205527


25 Aug 2026 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill 2473 

 

  
 

 
 

Coal and gas remain fundamental to Queensland’s economy and our regions, and this 
government understands that. We understand the jobs these industries support right across regional 
Queensland. We understand their importance to our export economy. Estimates also highlighted the 
work that we are doing to ensure Queensland remains a place where resource companies want to 
invest, and that includes our review of the Financial Provisioning Scheme. We inherited a system where 
parts of industry had legitimate concerns about capital being tied up instead of being invested into 
projects, jobs and regional communities. Our position is straightforward. Queenslanders must be 
protected from rehabilitation liabilities—absolutely—but the system must also be fair, proportionate and 
fit for purpose. That is the balance we are working to achieve. At the same time, we are investing in the 
future of our resources sector through exploration while never losing sight of our most important 
responsibility: ensuring our workers return home safely. That is why we have progressed significant 
reforms to Resources Safety & Health Queensland and it is why this government continues to put safety 
at the centre of our resources agenda.  

The same philosophy applies to manufacturing. For too long Queensland watched manufacturing 
capability disappear offshore. We are changing that. Through the Transforming Queensland 
Manufacturing Grants Program we are backing Queensland businesses to innovate, increase 
productivity, access new markets and create highly skilled jobs. We are expanding Queensland’s 
network of manufacturing hubs—and hasn’t that been well received across the state? We are backing 
regional manufacturers and we are rebuilding sovereign manufacturing capability right here at home. 
We are also getting the Queensland Train Manufacturing Program back on track. Those opposite left 
Queenslanders with delays and massive cost blowouts. We inherited the mess, but we are fixing it. 
Trains are being built in Maryborough, supporting Queensland manufacturing and Queensland jobs. 
That is the difference between talking about manufacturing and actually delivering it. 

Our commitment to regional Queensland runs through every part of this portfolio. We are taking 
regional forums into communities right across this state. We are listening directly to the people who 
live, work and invest in regional Queensland because regional policy should not be written exclusively 
from an office in Brisbane; it should be shaped by people. Perhaps that is where the contrast with those 
opposite is most clear. Labour had a decade to unlock our resources potential, a decade to strengthen 
manufacturing and a decade to listen to regional Queensland. Instead, we inherited stalled investment, 
unnecessary complexity and industries that had lost confidence in their own state government.  

In less than two years, we have begun fixing the very problems they left behind. We are backing 
exploration. We are unlocking critical minerals. We are backing coal and gas. We are reforming the 
Financial Provisioning Scheme. We are strengthening resources safety, growing manufacturing and 
backing our regions. The message coming out of estimates could not be clearer: Queensland has 
regions ready to grow and now Queensland has a government prepared to back them.  

Mr SMITH (Bundaberg—ALP) (9.00 pm): As the member for Woodridge outlined, we uncovered 
the ‘jobs for mates’ rorts that are happening under the LNP. I note that the member for Hinchinbrook 
wanted to interject and enter the debate. His interjections were taken so his interjections are now a part 
of this debate. The member for Hinchinbrook wants to talk about wasting taxpayers’ dollars. Given that 
he was the mate who got the job of CFO for SET Solutions, maybe he might want to talk about the 
$962,000 for the department of jobs and small business? How about that for taxpayers’ dollars! What 
about the $664,000 owed to the Australian Taxation Office? What about the Department of Education— 

Mr CHIESA: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order.  
Mr SMITH: Ah, got him!  
Mr CHIESA: I take personal offence at what the member is saying and ask him to withdraw.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr O’Shea): Member for Bundaberg, will you withdraw?  
Mr SMITH: I withdraw. What about the department of human services and the money owed there? 

It goes on and on—and on again. When it comes to jobs for mates and wasting taxpayers’ dollars, 
no-one does it better than the bloke who sits there because his mate got him another job that just so 
happens to pay roughly $200,000, doesn’t it, comrade? He is silent now.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Bundaberg, please address your comments through 
the chair.  

Mr SMITH: The member for Hinchinbrook wanted to enter the debate. What happens when he 
does? He makes a fool of himself! He is as bad at this job as he is at running an insolvent company.  

Mr CHIESA: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order.  
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Mr SMITH: Again, got him!  
Mr CHIESA: I take personal offence and would like the member to withdraw.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Bundaberg?  
Mr SMITH: I withdraw. That is only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to incompetency because 

we have some ministers who represent incompetency very well. Let us start with the minister opposite, 
the member for Burdekin. He talked about the Queensland Train Manufacturing Program and how 
manufacturing is underway. However, there are only 13 blue-collar jobs onsite. There are more 
white-collar jobs than blue-collar jobs onsite at the QTMP. It is unreal. When it comes to wanting to 
represent Queenslanders, we asked the minister whether he will audit the contract between Downer 
and Hyundai Rotem to make sure that we know how many local Queensland jobs will be there. That is 
what we want to know. We want to know how many actual Queenslanders will be employed but he did 
not want to accept that question at estimates.  

Mr McDONALD: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. You had just made a ruling 
about speaking through the chair and the member is blatantly disregarding that and should be sat down.  

Mr SMITH: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. Deputy Speaker, I continuously 
addressed you as Speaker. I am more than happy to go to the transcript to prove the member wrong. 
He is being frivolous and I should be allowed to continue.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Bundaberg, we will move on. Continue to address 
your comments through the chair.  

Mr SMITH: Absolutely. Deputy Speaker, I am talking to you as Speaker about the incompetency 
of this minister, who does not even have the intestinal fortitude to ask how many Queensland workers 
will actually be employed at the QTMP in the contract between Downer and Hyundai Rotem. Those 
opposite have gone very quiet because the DG of TMR said that it is within their powers to audit that 
contract and find out how many jobs are actually going to be for Maryborough locals. Why won’t the 
minister move back to his seat, interject and say that he will undertake that responsibility? He does not 
want to. He is absolutely missing in action when it comes to his responsibilities. We know that.  

When it comes to missing in action, what about the failed primary industries minister? There have 
been two years of decline under him. He did not even know that his own director-general had launched 
an investigation and suspended the tunnel net trial in the Far North. He did not even know that his own 
director-general had suspended the signature trial for commercial catch in the Great Barrier Reef area. 
He had no idea. When we asked the director-general, the director-general said that he was not aware 
of what the allegations were but, despite not knowing, there was enough for him to launch an 
investigation and to suspend the trial. How can the director-general take a personal step to suspend a 
trial and launch an internal investigation yet not even know what the investigation is investigating? It is 
crazy.  

We talk about transparency. In a radio interview when he first became the minister, the Minister 
for Primary Industries said— 
If I can’t reflect what industry wants in government, well then I’ve failed.  

Industry wants to know when the signature trial that will replace gillneting in the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park area was suspended. People want to know. There was no media release to say there 
was a suspension of the trial. There was no media release to say there was an investigation. It is as 
crooked as SET Solutions. That is how bad it is. Not only are they insolvent when it comes to business; 
they are insolvent when trying to find out how many local jobs there are. They are a rabble.  

Mr DALTON (Mackay—LNP) (9.06 pm): I rise to support the adoption of the report of the Primary 
Industries and Resources Committee and to support the 2026-27 Queensland budget. As a member 
of the committee and, more importantly, as the member for Mackay, this estimates process was 
particularly important to me.  

Mr Power interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr O’Shea): Member for Logan, could you not shout out across 

the chamber.  
Mr DALTON: When we talk about resources, mining, manufacturing, agriculture and regional 

development, we are talking about industries that are very much part of the Mackay region. Mackay is 
a city built on people who work hard. We are grateful to the resources sector. We have world-class 
mining, services and manufacturing. We have canegrowers, farmers, primary producers and small 
businesses whose livelihoods depend on a strong regional economy.  
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When I looked at the budget through the estimates process, my question was simple: what does 
this mean for regional Queensland and for Mackay? The budget demonstrates that the Crisafulli 
government understands the importance of industries that keep communities such as Mackay moving. 
Across the resources portfolio, the budget backs investment and jobs. There are $300 million over four 
years to secure the ongoing operations of the Mount Isa copper smelter and Townsville refinery. There 
is $46.1 million over three years to attract investment, build critical mineral value chains and help bring 
major resources projects online. There is further investment in domestic fuel security, abandoned mine 
sites and Queensland manufacturing.  

Why does this matter for Mackay? It matters because decisions made about the Queensland 
resources industry flow directly through our local economy. When the resources sector is strong, 
Mackay is strong. Our workshops are busy, engineering businesses are busy and suppliers are busy. 
Accommodation providers, retailers and local businesses feel the benefit. That is why I will stand up for 
a strong and sustainable resources sector. The estimates also examined the coal industry downturn, 
gas supply, critical minerals, manufacturing and regional economic development. Those are not 
abstract policy discussions for the people I represent; they affect jobs, investment and family livelihoods 
across Mackay and the broader region.  

The budget also delivers for our primary producers. There is $20 million over four years to deliver 
Primary Industries Prosper 2050 and the goal of growing Queensland’s primary production output to 
$30 billion by 2030. There is continued investment in biosecurity, fisheries, forestry and agricultural 
research.  

The committee also examined the opportunities presented by the sugarcane bioenergy. That is 
particularly important for a sugar-producing region like Mackay. We should be looking at how we take 
the industries that have power in the region for generations and create new investment, new technology 
and new opportunities for them.  

Then we came to Labor’s statement of reservation. I found it quite extraordinary. Labor have 
chosen to lecture the government about Mackay. They specifically raise the Simtars facility in Mackay 
and suggest they are now the great defenders of our local resources community. Where was that 
passion for Mackay during their decade of decline? For 10 years Labor governed Queensland. For 10 
years Labor members represented Mackay and after that decade the people of Mackay decided they 
had had enough and they voted for change.  

Mr Dick interjected.  
Mr Power interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr DALTON: They voted for a fresh start. They elected their first LNP member for 109 years.  
Mr Power interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Logan and member for Woodridge, the member for 

Mackay is not taking your interjections.  
Mr DALTON: I will take no lectures from the Labor Party about standing up for Mackay. Labor’s 

statement of reservation talks about Simtars’ Mackay office when it conveniently ignores the broader 
question facing the region: who actually has a plan to grow the industries that employ Mackay people? 
The budget invests in resources, invests in critical minerals, invests in manufacturing, invests in regional 
development and invests in agriculture and primary industries. That is the bigger picture, and Labor’s 
problem is that after 10 years in government— 

Mr Power interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! One moment, member for Mackay. Member for Logan, if 

you call out again, you will be on a warning.  
Mr DALTON: Labor’s problem is that after 10 years in government Queenslanders know the 

difference between what Labor says in opposition and what Labor actually delivered when it had the 
chance.  

The estimates process provided genuine scrutiny. Ministers and departmental officials answered 
questions across coal royalties, resources investment, manufacturing, regional development, 
biosecurity, fisheries, forestry and primary industries. After considering the evidence, the committee 
recommended that the proposed expenditure be agreed to without amendment. I support that 
recommendation because I want Mackay to continue to grow. I want more investment coming into our 
region. I want our resources businesses confident enough to employ another apprentice, buy another 
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piece of equipment or expand their operations. I want our manufacturers competing for more work. I 
want canegrowers and primary producers to have confidence in their future. I want young people in 
Mackay to know that they do not have to leave our region to build a successful career. That is what a 
fresh start looks like in Mackay.  

Mr MARTIN (Stretton—ALP) (9.12 pm): Estimates is meant to be about genuine scrutiny. It is 
meant to be about accountability. Sadly, what we saw instead was a government operating in secrecy 
and deflection. Question after question was met with meandering responses that avoided detail. 
Queenslanders deserve better. Queenslanders were promised transparency and integrity. Instead what 
they got was the opposite.  

Nowhere was that clearer than with the Primary Industries and Resources Committee estimates 
questions regarding the so-called Special Commissioner for Regional and Rural Queensland, LNP 
mate Andrew Cripps. Amazingly, despite there being an LNP minister responsible for this very thing, 
along with six assistant ministers, the LNP thinks that giving an ex-LNP MP nearly $400,000 a year, 
along with three staff, for a job that should be done by those ministers, passes the pub test. Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I can tell you that it does not pass the pub test and Queenslanders think it stinks.  

After four months in the job, the committee was stunned to hear that the minister, who is evidently 
supposed to know what is going on in his department, Minister Last, had not even seen Mr Cripps’s 
instrument of appointment. He had not even seen the work plan. In fact, the minister told the committee 
that the work plan was still in the final stages of being finalised. Wow! Yikes! Four months to write a job 
description! I wonder if he has anything else important that he is responsible for. Since April, Andrew 
Cripps has already earned about $100,000 off the old Queensland taxpayer and still there is no finalised 
work plan.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, can you imagine the commissioner on his first day coming into the 
office? You have Minister Last there showing him around the office: ‘Here’s the coffee machine. There’s 
the photocopier. There’s the stationery cabinet.’ The commissioner is all excited. Oh, he is excited—he 
has just landed a $400,000 sweet, sweet job because he is an LNP mate! He says to Minister Last, 
‘What do you want me to do?’ and the minister says, ‘I have no idea. I have no idea what you are 
supposed to do. Maybe give me four months. Give me four months and I will come up with a job 
description.’ We can assume he has been doing something for four months. There has been something 
happening in the office for four months. What has he been doing? Maybe long lunches? Long lunches 
at Moo Moo. Watering the pot plants? He could have gone around and watered the pot plants maybe 
on the upstairs level, on the downstairs level. I bet he is winning the footy competition. I bet he has had 
a lot of time to think about those tips, that special commissioner.  

It was shocking. There was no clear public account of what this role was actually delivering. 
Clearly, the minister did not know the terms of the appointment. It certainly is a good job if you can get 
it; however, you will not be able to get it unless you are an LNP mate. If you are a teacher or a teacher 
aide or a youth detention centre worker, it is highly likely you will earn less than this commissioner has 
earned in only four months. When the opposition asked basic questions, the answers were not there. 
That is not respect for taxpayers’ money; that is jobs for mates.  

It is the same pattern right through these hearings. On coal royalties, it was reported that behind 
closed doors the minister was talking about a model that met everyone’s expectations but could not 
explain to us what that meant. On the Taroom Trough, there was a big announcement—there were lots 
of photos; it certainly was featured heavily in the Stafford by-election campaign—yet the budget still 
projects a 42 per cent drop in petroleum royalties, with no reserve figures declared.  

On Simtars in Mackay, a facility that has served North Queensland for about 30 years, we found 
out it had been quietly closed, with the community not told and taxpayers still paying rent on an empty 
building. On the Queensland Train Manufacturing Program, there were more than 1,800 applications 
for about 200 blue-collar jobs and only 13 workers employed at the time of the hearing. It is not the 
workforce expected, with further delays in employment until 2027.  

Queenslanders deserve better than this. They deserve a government that answers questions 
instead of dodging them. They deserve to know what their money is buying and whether a $400,000 
special commissioner with no work plan— 

(Time expired)  
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Mr G KELLY (Mirani—LNP) (9.17 pm): I rise in support of the Appropriation Bill 2026 and the 
report of the Primary Industries and Resources Committee on the 2026-27 budget estimates. As a 
member of the Primary Industries and Resources Committee, I once again had the opportunity through 
the estimates process to examine the expenditure, priorities and performance of the portfolios that are 
so important to regional Queensland.  

Estimates is an important part of our parliamentary system. It gives members the opportunity to 
question ministers, directors-general and senior departmental officers directly about how taxpayers’ 
money is being spent and, importantly, what Queenslanders are getting in return. Our committee 
examined the portfolios of the Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Minister for Manufacturing 
and Minister for Regional and Rural Development, the Hon. Dale Last, and the Minister for Primary 
Industries, the Hon. Tony Perrett. I want to thank the chair—the member for Burnett—and my fellow 
committee members, the ministers and all of the departmental staff who participated in the process.  

What became very clear throughout estimates is that we have two ministers who understand 
regional Queensland. Minister Perrett understands that primary industries are not simply another line 
in the state budget. Agriculture, fisheries and forestry are the economic backbone of communities right 
across Queensland. Our farmers, graziers, canegrowers, fishers and foresters create jobs, support 
small businesses, generate exports and keep our regional towns alive. After a decade of decline and 
neglect under the former Labor government, the Crisafulli government is backing our primary producers 
and giving the industry the confidence to grow again. We have an ambitious vision for Queensland 
agriculture, and that is exactly what we need. We should never apologise for wanting our farmers to 
produce more, employ more Queenslanders and export more Queensland products around the world.  

I also recognise Minister Last and his team. Resources built Queensland and resources will 
continue to play an enormous role in our state’s future. Whether it is coal, gas, critical minerals or the 
opportunity to reprocess old mine sites and recover valuable resources, Queensland has enormous 
potential beneath its feet. Unlocking that potential requires a government that understands the industry 
and understands the communities where that industry operates.  

For too long regional Queensland was treated as somewhere to collect royalties from rather than 
somewhere to invest. That attitude has changed. Minister Last understands that our resources sector, 
our manufacturing sector and the future prosperity of regional and rural Queensland are closely 
connected. We have the resources. We have the agricultural land. We have the skilled workforce. We 
have regional manufacturing capability. We have ports and export infrastructure. Our job as a 
government is to unlock that potential. That is why I firmly believe the future of Queensland is in the 
regions. The people who grow our food, mine our resources, manufacture our equipment and generate 
our exports overwhelmingly live and work outside Brisbane.  

Our ministers understand that because they get out of Brisbane and listen to regional 
Queenslanders. They meet farmers at the farm gate. They visit mine sites. They talk with manufacturers 
and regional businesses. They listen to communities about the barriers holding investment back. All of 
that matters because, after a decade of Labor, regional Queensland had become accustomed to 
government telling them what was good for them rather than being asked what they needed. They saw 
increasing red tape, uncertainty for industry and policies designed around an inner-city view of 
Queensland. 

The Crisafulli government is taking a different approach. We want agriculture and resources to 
succeed alongside each other. We want new investment. We want new mines. We want new 
agricultural opportunities. We want Queensland resources processed and manufactured here, where 
possible. We want the children who are growing up in places like Mackay, Rockhampton, Mount Morgan 
and the Pioneer Valley to know they do not have to move to Brisbane to build a good career and a good 
life. That is what these portfolios are ultimately about.  

I congratulate Minister Perrett, who knows what end of a cow eats grass, how to drive a tractor 
and how to perform in the primary industries sector. Minister Last gets it because he lives in it. He is 
real. He understands the sector. I wish him good luck because I know that he will fight hard for those 
regions and industries. I back farmers. I back miners. Most importantly, I back regional Queensland to 
succeed.  

Hon. ML FURNER (Ferny Grove—ALP) (9.22 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the Primary 
Industries and Resources Committee’s report on the estimates hearings. Having spent 1,344 hours in 
Canberra and 33 hours in estimates in this place, I thought I had heard it all. I listened quite intently to 
the members for Logan and Bundaberg in their prosecutions of holding this government to account. As 
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anyone would know—and the member for Mirani hit the nail on the head—the estimates process is 
extremely important. It allows the opposition to hold the government to account with regard to 
scrutinising its expenditure, effectiveness and efficiency.  

What did we see during the estimates hearing for the primary industries and resources sector? 
We saw a protection agenda applied by many of their members, in particular the member for Moggill. 
He used scurrilous, frivolous and vexatious points of order to withhold the opportunities of shadow 
ministers to prosecute their points. I must commend someone in particular, though: the member for 
Scenic Rim. At least he batted back some of the frivolous points of order that the member for Moggill 
put forward and allowed the questions to be asked.  

I turn, firstly, to the Minister for Primary Industries with respect to one particular biosecurity 
concern: fire ants. Anyone involved in agriculture would recognise this is a national biosecurity concern. 
He said in his opening statement— 
This LNP government has invested $24 million in the Fire Ant Suppression Taskforce ... the tide is turning against fire ants.  

... 

The Crisafulli government committed a record $24 million in funding in March 2025 ...  

The problem with this statement is that it is misleading. The opening comments are not true. Not 
only has there been a reduction in funding; the reality is that the former Labor government invested 
$37 million in the Fire Ant Suppression Taskforce—$37 million. The quotes made by the minister on 
the day were nowhere near that.  

Budget Paper 4 determines that the funding of $7.2 million in 2026-27 is being met internally by 
the department, but then it flatlines. No funding has been provided by the government. They are going 
to source that funding internally. We know what that means. That means cuts either to the good, 
hardworking employees in primary industries or to the services provided for the hardworking farmers 
on our lands. After a decade of delivery by the former Labor government, we know what we have done 
with respect to agriculture, and I am proud to stand on my record for the 7½ years I was in that portfolio.  

Furthermore, news of further incursions at Cotswold Hills in Toowoomba, Binna Burra in the 
Scenic Rim, a housing development in North Arm and many other locations on the Sunshine Coast was 
missing from the committee’s information. That was kept silent. No information about that was provided 
to the committee for the minister or the department to provide some understanding.  

In my closing couple of minutes I will refer to a matter that has been raised here by the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition—that is, the Special Commissioner for Regional and Rural Queensland, 
Andrew Cripps. It is a $400,000 job. We can just imagine how that came about. The minister picked up 
the phone and said, ‘G’day, mate. How’s it going? Do you want to come in for a job?’ ‘What’s the job 
entail?’ ‘I don’t know. Let’s just make it up. Come in and have a cup of coffee. You’ll find out over the 
four months, and you’ll get paid $100,000 during that four months. Let’s have a cup of coffee and 
discuss what the job entails. We can go from there, can’t we, mate?’ This government’s lack of integrity 
with respect to appointments like that was exposed. It is astounding to see revelations like that which 
prove this government is rotten to the core.  

(Time expired)  
Mr KATTER (Traeger—KAP) (9.28 pm): The first issue I prosecuted at the budget estimates 

hearing was CopperString when I made the point that we still do not have a date. I asked if the minister 
had spoken to the customers at the mines. I know for a fact that they are saying the future does not 
look good for them without CopperString. They need a date. We recently heard evidence of that from 
Evolution when they said that they are going to go for a substandard solar solution because we do not 
have a commitment on CopperString. We have Little Eva building a diesel-fired power plant as its best 
power solution in the absence of CopperString. It is great to say that we are going to build it, but we 
have to have a date. Is that in 30 years, in 20 years or in 10 years? I do not know how the government 
can justify that, but it is inadequate and still needs investigation.  

I asked about Glencore. I introduced a bill in the last parliament to ‘use it or lose it’. Glencore is 
sitting there on 151 million tonnes of copper or 1.5 per cent. They say, ‘We’re looking at developing. 
We might do a little bit.’ When every other sensible mining company in the world would jump into it and 
be smashing it right now, they are sitting on it saying, ‘We’re working through it.’ Little Eva, a greenfield 
site, is mining less tonnage from a smaller ore body at 0.4 per cent. Glencore is sitting on 1.5 per cent 
and 151 million tonnes. That should not be allowed in this state. The KAP has raised this many times 
before.  
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I asked about the gas industry. Implicit in my question was the fact that we account for six per 
cent of global production but we are subject to the global gas price. The government is saying that we 
are going to expand production to bring down the price. However, if we account for six per cent of global 
production, we can double production here but that will not bring down the price to a point where it will 
be globally competitive. That is a fact. Customers will tell you that if you listen to them. To come back 
with this rhetoric saying, ‘It’s all about digging more gas out of the ground in the Surat Basin,’ does not 
make sense. It is not a solution.  

I asked about the agricultural industries. I pointed out that there was $60 million for reef 
compliance and $20 million for progressing agricultural projects over the next however many years that 
the LNP is saying. That stands out to me because when you say there is $60 million in the budget for 
reef compliance and $20 million for progressing agriculture, you have to scratch your head and ask, 
‘What are the priorities?’ 

I raised the issue of cattle theft and stock theft. Whilst that responsibility lies with QPS, it has a 
large impact on operations in the cattle industry. It needs resources, funding and competency to make 
sure the industry is operating effectively. I have examples of the opposite of that happening in my 
electorate.  

I asked a question about a petition in relation to feral pigs. DETSI’s response to the petition about 
hunting in national parks was, ‘No. We’ve done our research and we won’t be allowing it.’ I asked the 
minister whether anyone from Biosecurity had been consulted in preparing that response to the petition 
about hunting in national parks. Curiously no-one from DETSI spoke to anyone in Biosecurity. They 
responded to the petition saying, ‘No. It’s all good. Nothing to see here.’ They are not acknowledging 
the implications to biosecurity that could be addressed by allowing hunting in national parks to reduce 
the number of feral pigs.  

I asked questions about gillnet fishing in the gulf. Labor brought in regulations to approximately 
halve the area available for gillnet fishing in the gulf. I asked questions about that. There was no science 
or data to back any of that up. It was done arbitrarily. I am saying to this government: what science and 
data is there? They are applying it on the east coast. What science and data applies in the gulf? There 
was a hopelessly inadequate answer saying, ‘We’ll apply any science and data going forward,’ not 
acknowledging that cutbacks were made. That was hopelessly inadequate.  

I need to finish on the coal industry. It is a really important issue that needs to be debated 
thoroughly in here. The impact of royalties is really starting to bite. I thought it was deceitful the way my 
questions were answered—that coal production was up. It was cherrypicking data from last year. There 
is a downturn coming in coal and it will have big consequences and implications.  

(Time expired)  
Report adopted.  

Education, Arts and Communities Committee, Report 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr O’Shea): The question is— 

That the report of the Education, Arts and Communities Committee be adopted.  

Mr HUTTON (Keppel—LNP) (9.33 pm): I would like to start my contribution by thanking the 
Parliamentary Service, as well as our committee secretariat, for the role they played in our estimates 
hearing. I would especially like to acknowledge that at the time we were not aware but we have since 
found out that for one of our team members—Janette, who is the committee support officer for the 
Education, Arts and Communities Committee—it would be her last time fulfilling that role as she has 
now started some very well-earned pre-retirement leave. I know that I speak on behalf of all of the 
members of the committee in thanking her for her long service. The amount of intellectual knowledge 
that will be lost with her retirement is sad for the parliament, but she deserves it and I wish her every 
success.  

I would also like to acknowledge the role of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker who fulfilled the 
role of chair throughout our session. I acknowledge the members for Moggill, Caloundra and 
Pumicestone for the role they played in helping to make sure that estimates 2026 was an opportunity 
for us to reflect on what is a tale of two governments. We could contrast very strongly the calm, 
methodical Crisafulli government that was charting a fresh start for Queensland, listening to 
Queenslanders and ultimately delivering for our communities, with the former Palaszczuk-Miles Labor 
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government and its decade of decline and the failures which left a legacy that is hurting Queenslanders 
even to this day. Alas, our estimates hearing had a litany of failed former ministers who came along 
seeking to rewrite history, yet through the course of the day we were able to make sure that the actions 
being taken today, actions that are delivering for Queenslanders, were heard.  

There is an incredible amount of work to be done in the education space. It has required an awful 
lot of effort on behalf of our education minister, yet it starts with his record $23.1 billion budget, investing 
in our young Queenslanders, investing in their future and investing in the infrastructure that supports 
them. We have over a thousand additional teachers, bringing us to the highest number of teachers that 
we have ever had in Queensland. We are supporting those teachers on the front line. We have an extra 
350 teacher aides. They are supporting our teachers in every classroom and in every school which 
makes life better for our students. They support our teachers in their incredible work and make our 
schools hum. The role of our teacher aides cannot be undermined.  

As well, we have 170 new workplace health and safety coordinators who are there to help us 
reduce red tape but just as importantly to respond to the 200 per cent increase in occupational violence 
that we saw from 2022 to 2024. It cannot be denied that there is a lot of work to be done in that space, 
but we are up for it. Under Minister Langbroek, we are working in that space.  

In terms of multiculturalism, we heard about practical empowerment. We heard about a water 
project for the community of Woorabinda that is being funded out of the pool of $73 million. It is 
supporting that community to have access to a basic right that all of us need and will allow that 
community to come from the ground up and succeed. It supports what the local council wants to do. It 
supports what the local communities asked for and it is a great investment.  

In the community space, for far too long we heard how Queenslanders had been failed. We heard 
about a broken system where we had seen a surge of over 229 per cent of young people in the resi-care 
system. That number was projected to reach over 3,000 children in resi care. That would be more than 
the number of children in care in all of Australia combined. We heard about the actions that needed to 
be taken. We heard about the deficit of a thousand-plus foster carers. This is why we came into 
government. We heard about the work that Minister Camm and her team are doing to address this, to 
take on the scourge of a system that has put too many kids into resi care, that has not given them a 
loving home.  

We also heard about the support for DVConnect. When we came to government only 41 per cent 
of calls were being answered; now it is over 84 per cent. We are still investing more because we want 
to make sure that when someone calls out in their hour of need they will get the support they need. We 
know there is more work to do there as well. Ultimately, it comes down to funding. In the DV space, 
there is a 45 per cent increase in funding from the Labor years to the LNP years. We are backing our 
communities. We are backing investments. I commend the report to the House.  

Hon. DE FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (9.38 pm): What an auspicious day for us to be speaking on 
this particular estimates committee report—in my case on the education portfolio. There were many 
matters covered in this part of the hearing, but one of the big ones was about the minister having 
objected to the QTU’s application for an interim wage increase and about whether he might consider 
doing the right thing and just giving it to them, giving it to the hardworking teachers and school leaders 
in the middle of a cost-of-living crisis when every other public servant had received it; when they already 
had the money set aside for it last year—and that was confirmed by the Under Treasurer in the 2025 
estimates; when teachers had not received a pay rise for two years; when the government forced 
teachers into an arbitration process that could take up to two years after teachers really had no choice 
but to vote against their insulting offer on wages and conditions. It was a worry that the minister seemed 
quite confused about how that QIRC process worked in terms of the budget and interim pay increases. 
He confused us all with his explanation about why he could not make a decision for teachers.  

Fortunately, thanks to the hard work of the Queensland Teachers’ Union that decision was taken 
out of the minister’s hands. They asked the QIRC to be the referee, and today the QIRC granted 
teachers that interim pay rise. Well done to them and well done to our precious teachers. There is still 
a long way to go, but well done.  

Unfortunately, we do not have such a positive story to tell about other matters that are of critical 
importance in the education portfolio. I think we are all aware that perhaps at the top of the list are the 
levels of occupational violence occurring in Queensland schools. At the estimates hearing I tabled a 
number of stories about the occupational violence inflicted on teacher aides across Queensland, 
including being punched in the head, having faeces thrown at them, being bitten, being choked and 
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having their heads slammed in the door. I spoke of a QTU survey that confirmed 57.5 per cent of 
respondents experienced verbal aggression as a daily or weekly event. I asked the minister where was 
the OV plan he promised at last year’s estimates, which he always says is coming soon but never does.  

I asked him about that thing the LNP does with fudging figures—he has outraged teacher aides 
and teachers and other school staff—by cherrypicking statistics to make it sound like everything is so 
much better—in fact, eight per cent better—with behaviour, despite the daily experiences of school staff 
to the contrary. He gaslit them, quoting that eight per cent from a data system that not only does not 
record workplace health and safety occurrences; but it cannot even be accessed by most teacher aides. 
In fact, the real figures from MyHR show an increase of 16 per cent across Queensland in occupational 
violence. Shame on this minister for gaslighting those fine people.  

It was insulting that, of all of the things this minister should spend time talking about at estimates, 
it was Labor signs on fences that he just could not let go of. Who had it in the wrong spot or the right 
spot, whether they had the wrong words on the signs—on and on he went. He was so excited about it. 
There was not much talk about our kids but there was plenty of talk about Labor’s signs. I am not sure 
I have ever heard a parent or educator raise it, but this minister wants you to know he is on top of the 
big issues. I have a bit of advice: he might want to look at the member for Oodgeroo’s signs on some 
of the schools around her area. He might want to ask some of his LNP councillors— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kempton): Member— 
Ms FARMER: There is a bit of a list, but I will leave that to him.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Excuse me? 
Ms FARMER: Yes? Sorry, Mr Deputy Speaker. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have been trying to pull you up for a few minutes now. Address me 

and not the other members of the House, please.  
Ms FARMER: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. What else was outrageous? He was trying to tell 

us he was doing an amazing job on NAPLAN, but in fact the August 2026 NAPLAN results show 
Queensland students lagging behind the national average, with reading scores dropping across every 
year level and the state recording the highest student withdrawal rate in the country.  

It was revealed that the Deputy Premier had been allowed to secure $1 million to air-condition or 
install AV equipment in school halls in Kawana, despite the director-general confirming school halls are 
ineligible. Then he asked for even more on top of that $1 million, and that is while the minister had 
refused a request in a Labor-held electorate for bridging funding for air conditioning after they self fund-
raised for it. He kept talking about a $33 million anti-bullying plan, but when we queried those figures in 
a question on notice it turns out that it is actually only $11 million. That is more smoke and mirrors from 
this minister.  

There are teacher aides and teachers across our state who are performing the most precious 
work we could ever ask another human to do, and this minister is telling them that they are not valued. 
This minister is telling them with every action he undertakes that he does not care about what they do. 
It is time he showed them that he appreciates them, that he values them and that he is going to create 
the workplace conditions for them that will keep them at their best.  

Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education and the Arts) (9:43 pm): 
What a pleasure it is to rise and speak to the Education, Arts and Communities Committee report. This 
is a chance to rebut the claims of the shadow minister opposite. The budget continues to deliver a fresh 
start for Queensland students, teachers, families and artists.  

Let me deal with the issue of teacher enterprise bargaining. Those opposite encouraged teachers 
to reject the government’s offer. In the other four negotiations under my responsibility: teacher aides 
accepted the three-year wage deal; cleaners accepted the three-year deal; the nurses who work in our 
schools accepted the deal; and the core, the Public Service, all accepted a pay deal that has seen them 
get two pay rises. Today the shadow minister said, ‘Isn’t it wonderful that they have accepted three per 
cent.’ Three per cent is an interim pay rise that comes in next month—so, thanks to great ‘Labornomics’ 
over there, teachers have missed out on potentially 6½ per cent over the last two years. Only Labor 
could suggest that is somehow a great result.  

Let’s turn to the record budget in education, which invests nearly $24 billion across education, 
early childhood and the arts. It delivers: a 50 per cent increase to the Crisafulli government’s Back to 
School Boost—don’t members and families love that; and 22 new schools, including nine special 
schools. This year because of the poor planning of those opposite we have not opened one school. 
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That is exactly the same poor planning legacy I inherited the last time I was the education minister, but 
we are building 22, including nine special schools. Some are in the youth justice space. The budget 
also delivers: support for almost 170 workplace health and safety coordinators; continuation of our plan 
to tackle bullying and behaviour through our five-point anti-bullying initiative and $45 million Behaviour 
Boost; and strengthened support for teachers and school communities.  

After a decade of Labor neglect Queensland schools have been left with: declining educational 
outcomes, none of which those opposite want to take responsibility for; rising behavioural issues, none 
of which those opposite want to take responsibility for; escalating occupational violence, none of which 
those opposite want to take responsibility for; and increasing red tape, none of which those opposite 
want to take responsibility for.  

In less than two years the Crisafulli government has: employed more than 1,000 additional 
teachers and more than 350 teacher aides—more than those opposite did in their whole last term—in 
just over 18 months; secured the largest school funding agreement in Queensland’s history—those 
opposite did not increase the state contribution for a number of years, up to just over 70 per cent, while 
we are getting it to 75; and we put the focus back on literacy, numeracy and safer classrooms. The 
estimates process was an opportunity to examine these investments, but it is unfortunate those 
opposite have learned nothing from their time in government and even less from their time in opposition.  

I will address Labor’s statement of reservation, which reads less like a serious parliamentary 
document and more like a campaign brochure prepared after the hearing had already finished. The 
opposition spends pages attacking the government’s use of behaviour data whilst conveniently ignoring 
the fact that departmental officers repeatedly explained the distinction between behaviour reporting and 
workplace health and safety reporting. I would like to remind those opposite that the reporting systems 
they are attacking are the very systems that operated under the former Labor government. Apparently, 
the system was perfectly reliable when Labor ministers were using it but suddenly became unreliable 
when the results stopped supporting Labor’s political narrative. The member for Bulimba is a former 
education minister and should understand the difference between MyHR and OneSchool.  

The statement of reservation also claims regional staffing reductions are underway. The problem 
is that the director-general explicitly told the committee there were no permanent Public Service 
positions at risk and that staffing was not being reduced. That evidence was clear, direct and 
unambiguous, yet somehow it disappeared from Labor’s version of events. Is this wilful ignorance by 
Labor or do they just not understand?  

What concerns me most is the continued attempt by those opposite to undermine confidence in 
our educators, school leaders and departmental officers. When the director-general provides evidence 
that does not suit Labor’s talking points it is dismissed. When data shows improvements in behaviour 
it is attacked. When practical reforms are introduced to support safer classrooms they are ridiculed. 
That is not scrutiny; that is wilful ignorance.  

Labor says that occupational violence is a serious issue. We agree. The difference is that we are 
doing something about it. Unlike those opposite, we have not allowed the issue to be ignored. Unlike 
those opposite, we are investing in nearly 170 workplace health and safety coordinators, Behaviour 
Boost, anti-bullying initiatives and additional support for schools. The government is delivering what 
Queenslanders elected to us do, and that is exactly what we are getting on with.  

Hon. LM ENOCH (Algester—ALP) (9.48 pm): The estimates process is supposed to provide 
Queenslanders with transparency, accountability and confidence that their government is doing its job, 
but this year’s estimates did something else. It pulled back the curtain on ‘Project Invisibility’ and what 
we saw was not one isolated decision but a pattern: fewer First Nations voices, fewer First Nations 
positions, less First Nations representation, less dedicated capacity and less accountability. 

Since coming to office, this LNP government has repealed the Path to Treaty Act. It has 
dismantled structures established to elevate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices. It has 
removed or downgraded First Nations leadership and advisory positions. It has reduced First Nations 
representation on statutory boards. Estimates revealed that the dedicated Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander capacity within the very department responsible for that area is shrinking as well. The 
director-general confirmed that there are now just 177.58 FTEs in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander section of that department, revealing a further reduction of 21.18 FTEs. That is the 
director-general’s own evidence.  

The department itself confirmed the diminished capacity. Yet when confronted with the evidence 
of ‘Project Invisibility’, the minister unveiled her own initiative—‘Project Windex’. I kid you not; you could 
not make this up. I had to check whether we were still conducting estimates or whether we had suddenly 
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wandered onto the set of My Big Fat Greek Wedding: ‘Got a problem? Put some Windex on it.’ 
Apparently, that is now the minister’s approach to her portfolio. First Nations representation 
disappearing—put some Windex on it. Staff numbers being cut—put some Windex on it. Closing the 
Gap targets off track—you guessed it! Put some Windex on it. It would be funny if the issues were not 
so serious. ‘Project Windex’ cannot wipe away the evidence of ‘Project Invisibility’. It cannot wipe away 
the repeal of the Path to Treaty Act. It cannot wipe away the apparent systematic removal of First 
Nations people from arts boards and other boards. It certainly cannot wipe away the reduced staff 
numbers provided by the minister’s own director-general.  

Queensland’s obligations under the National Agreement on Closing the Gap are becoming more 
demanding, not less. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children remain dramatically over-
represented in out-of-home care and First Nations Queenslanders remain over-represented in the 
criminal justice system, yet the government’s response is to reduce the very machinery needed to turn 
those outcomes around.  

Then we got to the question of responsibility. The minister’s own charter letter charges her with 
driving implementation of the National Agreement on Closing the Gap across government. Those words 
matter—‘across government’—because Closing the Gap is not the responsibility of one small section 
of one department. It is health, education, housing, child safety, justice, youth justice, employment and 
economic participation. Yet, when the opposition sought to examine how those portfolios were 
contributing to Closing the Gap, suddenly the government did not want to talk about 
whole-of-government responsibility. Opposition questions were challenged as though those other 
portfolios were somebody else’s problem. The minister cannot claim responsibility for coordinating 
Closing the Gap when it suits her and then wash her hands of responsibility when parliament asks her 
to account for the results. 

Then there is the Closing the Gap Priorities Fund. What was originally established as a 
$300 million Path to Treaty perpetual fund became a $108 million Closing the Gap Priorities Fund 
following the repeal of the path to treaty legislation. The director-general confirmed during estimates 
that just $730,000 remains, with no further funding allocated in 2026-27. Think about that trajectory: 
$300 million, then $108 million, now $730,000.  

While that dedicated Closing the Gap funding disappears, it is being used for projects involving 
housing, infrastructure, water, education and health. Those projects are worthy, but Queenslanders are 
entitled to ask a very simple question: why is a dedicated Closing the Gap fund paying for work that 
mainstream government agencies should already be funding through their ordinary budgets, the same 
way they do for other local councils? Is that just shifting the bill? 

Perhaps the most disturbing exchange came when the minister was given a straightforward 
opportunity to reaffirm the government’s commitment to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child 
Placement Principle. This should have been easy, yet we could not get the clear and unequivocal 
commitment that families deserve and that continued on into disability services. The director-general 
confirmed that Queensland remains the only state yet to commit to the Thriving Kids initiative and that 
planning had not been underway. In fact, we see that continues to be an issue. This lack of transparency 
and accountability is very disturbing, given the vulnerable people those portfolios serve. The opposition 
remains committed to holding this LNP government to account.  

Hon. FS SIMPSON (Maroochydore—LNP) (Minister for Women and Women’s Economic 
Security, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships and Minister for 
Multiculturalism) (9.53 pm): What has been tabled by Labor in their statement of reservation is more of 
a revisionist history in real time. Unfortunately, they cannot add up. They could not run a chook raffle 
because they got it all wrong and I just heard an example of that. I had a grand total of one question 
from my opposite number in multiculturalism, I only had two questions from the opposition in regard to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, and I only had three questions on the women’s portfolio. So 
much for wanting answers; they did not ask me many questions. They protest too much and ask too 
little. 

Let’s correct the facts because it is about time some truth was put on the record. This budget is 
actually delivering more for the portfolios of women, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and 
multiculturalism. Let me state some facts. Multicultural investment in building our communities is higher 
than under the former Labor government. Celebrating Multicultural Queensland grants are higher, 
Strengthening Communities Multicultural Grants are higher, and we have a completely new Multicultural 
Connect Grants program. The Labor opposition could not acknowledge the benefit of that new program. 
They said that more money should be spent on it, even though they never had such a program and 
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never funded it. We are also putting more money into the Community Action for a Multicultural Society 
program because we want to invest in communities and partner with local communities. Across all of 
these grant programs, we have a higher investment and a greater outcome in regard to their objectives.  

Let’s get the facts right on some other things. When it came to Women’s Career Grants, the 
Labor statement of reservation provided a reference about administration which links to information 
about a different program, and this is clearly stated on the link. They got it wrong. They claim one thing 
but the link they used just does not add up. It is so incompetent that it is embarrassing.  

Let’s correct the record that the shadow minister just muddled through in regard to the Closing 
the Gap Priorities Fund. The $110 million Closing the Gap Priorities Fund is different from the 
$300 million perpetual fund, which still exists. They cannot add up and they do not get it. Contrary to 
what the shadow minister said, instead of putting money into the pockets of Brisbane-based lawyers, 
we are putting funding into frontline services, such as clean drinking water which was not funded under 
Labor.  

The shadow minister tried to make out that these things should be funded by government. Yes, 
they should be, but they were not funded under Labor. There were communities that literally did not 
have clean drinking water for years, although there were lots of warnings about it. We are putting that 
$110 million that we saved from the treaty process into communities, frontline services, tangible 
outcomes and Closing the Gap priorities, instead of into the pockets of lawyers. These communities 
deserve a fair go and they were not getting it under Labor. That $300 million perpetual fund still exists. 
It still has the ability to deliver on the interest on that perpetual fund. The Closing the Gap Priorities 
Fund is an infrastructure fund that is to be put into frontline services. They do not get it; they do not 
understand.  

Let’s talk about the Closing the Gap dashboard that deteriorated under their watch. The data 
being reported is still predominantly from their time under Labor. The Crisafulli LNP government is 
focused on delivering practical, tangible improvements for Queenslanders.  

Let’s talk about child safety, which is the primary responsibility of my colleague Minister Camm. 
We had a commission of inquiry, and there is a cabinet committee consisting of the Attorney-General, 
Minister Camm and me that is responsible for bringing forward its implementation and oversight. Labor 
let those kids down. There are so many Indigenous children in care, and we know from what the 
commissioner has reported that this is a tangible issue in the lives of children that must be addressed, 
and we are committed to doing that.  

I could also talk about women’s grants and achievements in our Women’s Economic Security 
Statement and our Women’s Economic Security Strategy. We are working in partnership to deliver 
better opportunities for women to overcome those barriers and have economic security in their lives.  

Ms McMILLAN (Mansfield—ALP) (9.58 pm): Estimates is an opportunity to examine how 
Queensland taxpayers’ hard-earned money is being spent. The LNP government wasted time on the 
same rhetoric, blame game, diversions and slick rehearsed talking points, leaving Queenslanders 
wondering whether the government can actually manage their taxpayer dollars. Instead of delivering 
vital services to keep women and children safe, we uncovered unexplained cuts, cherrypicking of 
figures and a deliberate strategy to run down the clock when scrutinised.  

The Crisafulli LNP government has reduced the budget while expecting the same services to 
cost less in an economy where everything costs more. Across all portfolios reviewed, the pattern was 
clear. Instead of listening to experts and being transparent, this LNP government remains unwilling to 
disclose reasons for decisions and priorities, especially in its approach to child safety and the prevention 
of domestic and family violence. Despite promising to fix the system, it appears they have shown no 
understanding of the complex needs of those most vulnerable in our state.  

It is damning that $40 million was cut from critical domestic and family violence reforms, with a 
further $10.56 million reallocated from DV services to other departmental initiatives. At estimates the 
opposition sought answers from the director-general and minister about these funding decisions, yet 
the director-general could not provide a specific breakdown of the $10 million underspend that had 
initially been budgeted nor guarantee that the reallocated funding would reach domestic and family 
violence services of victim-survivors. Queenslanders deserve to know where the money went and how 
much is actually reaching those who need it the most. At a time when Queenslanders, particularly 
women and children, continue to lose their lives at the hands of domestic partners, we have an LNP 
government actively reducing funding available to the sector. In turn, organisations and frontline 
supports are being asked to do more with less.  
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Furthermore, unable to supply the opposition’s request for the latest corporate data in a QoN, 
the government did not update the department website until the morning of the estimates hearing, 
revealing the damning numbers. The number of children in residential care under this Crisafulli LNP 
government increased by nearly 20 per cent, or 448 children, including a 30 per cent rise in children 
under five and a 28 per cent rise in children under 10. The system labelled unacceptable by Minister 
Camm in 2024 has actually worsened, with figures showing children at risk and in need of care. 

The minister labelled the release of the data and the government’s response to the truncated 
commission of inquiry as a line in the sand for work to commence. It begs the question after 18 months 
in government: what has Minister Camm been doing? The corporate data highlighted significant 
findings under the watch of Minister Camm and the LNP government but also exposed the numbers 
that they are not counting. The director-general could not provide the committee with the number of 
children harmed in care. It is a statistic that the department must be measuring and working to minimise. 
The hearing revealed that the number of kids harmed in care is being prioritised for future data releases. 
When will Queenslanders know if any, and how many, children have become victims while in the care 
of the state?  

The Unify IT debacle has plagued Minister Camm since it was exposed by the Courier-Mail. It is 
an issue that the director-general and the minister were notified of but chose to keep from 
Queenslanders. It is an issue the LNP have continued to politicise rather than fix. The estimates hearing 
was the first genuine opportunity to extract just how severe the Unify assessment backlog was and the 
responses were shocking: 8,140 assessments were in progress as at June 2026, noting that this 
number was almost a month out of date. Most alarming was that 78 per cent were not yet commenced—
about 6,414. That is 6,414 children in the queue to get help they may urgently need. In an hour-long 
session meant to focus on improving the safety of Queensland’s most vulnerable children the minister 
chose to mention the former government, former ministers or Labor approximately 33 times. Instead of 
pointing the finger, the minister who is responsible for the life outcomes of thousands of Queensland 
children needs to turn the mirror on herself. It reaffirms that under this— 

(Time expired)  

Hon. AJ CAMM (Whitsunday—LNP) (Minister for Families, Seniors and Disability Services and 
Minister for Child Safety and the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (10.03 pm): I am very 
pleased to rise to speak to the Appropriation Bill and to the estimates for the Education, Arts and 
Communities Committee. I thank, firstly, the committee members for their time and effort and also the 
staff. A lot of work goes into estimates. I also place on record my thanks to my department and all of 
the staff who also do a lot of work in preparation for estimates.  

We released the child safety data. We also released our government’s response to From 
pressure to purpose, the commission of inquiry, and the damning findings that were uncovered by Paul 
Anastassiou KC, and we thank him for his service. We have not wasted a minute in getting to work.  

In the budget we have allocated $200 million towards the commission of inquiry responses. I am 
working alongside my ministerial colleagues as part of our cabinet subcommittee in the delivery of those 
recommendations, along with drawing from other ministers and departments to ensure we do all we 
can to repair the broken system we inherited by the former Labor government.  

The day after estimates I was very pleased to visit and extend funding to the Brisbane Youth 
Service for the Safe Young Mums and Bubs program and speak with the CEO and hear the incredible 
stories of young mums in our child safety system where they can safely have their children. They have 
a great advocate in Pam, the CEO, and the staff. They do incredible work with intensive support with 
our young mums and bubs.  

We were also able to share and update both the House and Queenslanders on our funding that 
we are delivering as part of frontline services to domestic and family violence despite the fearmongering 
by those opposite out in the community. There is an additional investment in $40 million over four years 
to continue the embedded domestic and family violence practitioners in 49 police stations across 
Queensland, as well as $10 million in new initiatives to embed 26 specialist mental health 
professionals— 

A government member: Additional, extra. 

Ms CAMM: Sorry, new, extra—with 20 women’s health and wellbeing services across 
Queensland. I was pleased to make that announcement in my home town of Mackay.  
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There is also the response to the child safety commission of inquiry. We continue to provide a 
20 per cent uplift to frontline staff, which was our government election commitment in child safety. They 
are dealing with extraordinary demand on the back of a housing crisis and a cost-of-living crisis in this 
state. There is more work to be done. I had also made the decision in the policy direction, which those 
opposite failed to do, which was to direct my department to ensure that children under five are not in 
residential care. I look forward to releasing that data and those results in the coming months. We are 
making very good progress, particularly with the number of children and diverting children so they do 
not enter residential care for the first time, but that they enter out-of-home care with a loving family, a 
foster or a kinship carer.  

They are ultimately some of the reforms we will be doing as part of our response to the 
commission of inquiry which will include legislative reforms to the Adoption Act. I look forward to the 
support of those opposite who I believe have said many times in this House that more work needs to 
be done with regard to repairing the system and ensuring children are placed in safe settings. Those 
safe settings are more permanent placements with loving families. For too long—for years and years—
the default position was long-term guardianship to the chief executive. That stops because we want to 
make sure the best interests of the child are paramount and are centred. We know that family-based 
care delivers better outcomes.  

I was also pleased to update the committee on this. Under the former Labor government we had 
a number of underfunded neighbourhood centre builds that were never going to be completed. Under 
the Crisafulli government we have nine fully funded, purpose-built neighbourhood centres for 
Rockhampton, Agnes Water, Aurukun, Caboolture, Emerald, Kowanyama, Labrador, Palm Island and 
Ripley because we are a government for all of Queensland, including regional Queensland.  

There have been a lot of comments about disability support and I held a disability ministers 
advisory committee just last week. I hear the experience of those with lived experience and I stand with 
those in uncertainty. We will not shy away from advocating for those families and children until we get 
answers from the federal government.  

(Time expired)  
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (10.09 pm): Estimates gave Queenslanders a revealing 

insight into where the women’s portfolio sits on the LNP government’s list of priorities. For months, the 
minister talked up her signature $20 million Women’s Career Grants program. At estimates I asked the 
minister how much of that $20 million is actually going directly to Queensland women. That should have 
been an easy answer. Instead, we got evasion. Getting a clear breakdown of how much of this money 
has actually gone into the hands of Queensland women proved remarkably difficult. If you announced 
$20 million for women, I would hope that it was for women. There was a lot of commercial-in-confidence 
being thrown around, but then eventually it was confirmed that the amount paid to a third party to 
administer the grants included the current funding envelope. That was on the public disclosure log.  

From the limited time the opposition was given to question the minister, it appears $4.4 million is 
going towards administering the grants rather than going directly to women. At least that was our 
understanding before the Leader of the House jumped in to not allow any further clarification. The 
minister stood up the next day and said that we thought we had a zinger. Forget the zinger. We just 
wanted a straight answer. Apparently, asking where $20 million of taxpayers’ money is going now 
qualifies as a zinger. I think the real zinger is that it would seem the Minister for Women is not across 
her budget papers and needed another night to come up some sort of plausible answer.  

We then got perhaps the clearest insight into this government’s attitude towards women. Under 
the LNP, gender equality has literally started disappearing. More than 20 references to gender were 
reportedly removed from the Office for Women webpages. References to the gender pay gap, gender 
equality and working towards a gender equal Queensland have been changed. So, of course, at 
estimates we asked why that was. We were told that these were simply operational changes and part 
of routine updates. Apparently there are now routine updates in the Office for Women that remove one 
word—that word is gender.  

Mr Power: Routine.  
Ms FENTIMAN: Routine. If the Minister for Women and her government are so uncomfortable 

with the words gender equality, what do they think the portfolio is actually for? Whistleblowers have 
reportedly come forward with a very different explanation. They allege staff were told to remove 
references to gender equality because gender equality was too woke. That is the Office for Women 
now under this minister. If those allegations are correct, they raise some very serious questions about 
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the evidence given to the committee by the director-general. I hope the director-general did not 
inadvertently mislead the committee when she told us that these were simply ‘routine operational 
changes’.  

That attitude towards women became even clearer when we asked the minister about women in 
leadership. The minister rejected quotas. Instead, we heard the familiar argument about appointments 
being based on quality. I think that tells you everything about how the LNP approaches the issue. It is 
as though there have not always been qualified women or that quotas somehow mean lowering the 
bar. Funny, I do not remember the LNP being nearly as concerned about merit when mediocre men 
were being promoted simply because they looked like every man who came before them.  

Mr Power: Mr Cripps.  

Ms FENTIMAN: I take that interjection from the member Logan—Mr Cripps, indeed.  

Then there was the victim-survivor working group. Women with lived experience of domestic and 
family violence gave their time, their expertise and their stories to government in the hope of making 
the system better for other women. I asked the director-general whether the Office for Women had 
received this report. Let’s not forget that this was the report of a working group that the minister never 
published. It only came to light because some brave victim-survivors working on the report leaked it. 
The minister said at the time that that report had gone to relevant stakeholders, yet the Office for Women 
had never received the report. The director-general had to take the question on notice. Given this report 
was put together by victim-survivors and was asking for better police responses, oversight of police 
responses into DV, better crisis accommodation and better systems responses, I am not sure why this 
report was kept secret.  

The message from estimates was clear: gender equality is disappearing, women’s voices are 
being ignored and the minister cannot explain her own signature policies.  

(Time expired)  
Miss DOOLAN (Pumicestone—LNP) (10.14 pm): I rise to give my contribution on the report on 

the estimates hearing for the Education, Arts and Communities Committee. The previous member 
mentioned women. I want to remind the member how they treated the youngest woman to enter the 
Queensland parliament when she was running at the state election in 2024. I will not be taking any 
advice from the member around how we treat women in this place.  

Throughout the hearing, my focus was on ensuring the committee’s examination of government 
expenditure translated into tangible outcomes for Queenslanders and, particularly, tangible outcomes 
for my community of Pumicestone. In education, this year’s budget represents a significant investment 
in Queensland’s future, with a record $23.1 billion education budget aimed at ensuring every student 
can access a quality education closer to home. That includes 22 new schools in our fastest growing 
communities, including nine new special schools, as well as a permanent $150 Back to School Boost 
to help families meet the costs of uniforms, books, stationery and other school essentials.  

School bullying and student wellbeing remain significant concerns for families. During the 
education hearing, I raised the experience of Bribie Island State High School which has engaged our 
Rapid Response Team to assist the school in responding to bullying and behaviour concerns. This 
support has been welcomed by the principal and the wider school community.  

The committee heard evidence about the government’s $33 million anti-bullying initiatives, 
including the Rapid Support Team operating across education regions, additional chaplains and 
wellbeing staff, expanded Parentline services and the parent navigator service. This sits alongside the 
permanent $45 million Behaviour Boost, which gives state schools direct funding to hire and upskill staff 
to improve behaviour. Since its introduction, the committee heard that behaviour incidents have fallen 
by an average of eight per cent statewide. 

I also used the estimates process to seek a detailed account of investment being delivered across 
Pumicestone and the wider Moreton Bay region. Evidence provided to the committee highlighted a 
range of investments supporting seniors, vulnerable residents and community organisations, including 
funding for U3A Bribie Island, Moreton Bay Meals on Wheels, Bribie Island Neighbourhood Centre and 
Bribie Island Community Transport. For an electorate with a significantly older population, continued 
investment in community transport, neighbourhood services and programs supporting healthy aging is 
particularly important. Across Queensland, the government is also investing $7.3 million in senior social 
isolation programs and $9.7 million towards elder abuse prevention and intervention. 
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The severe November 2025 storm had a significant impact on Bribie Island and surrounding 
communities. During estimates, I asked the minister to outline the assistance provided following the 
event and more broadly throughout Queensland’s prolonged 2025-26 severe weather season. The 
committee heard evidence of substantial emergency hardship assistance, essential services assistance 
and household contents support, as well as structural assistance for eligible households. 

Across the 2025-26 high-risk weather season, more than $21.8 million in financial grant 
payments benefited over 100,000 Queenslanders, while the Community Recovery Hotline answered 
more than 30,000 calls. Importantly, 96 per cent of emergency hardship assistance applications were 
processed within 24 hours, meaning Queenslanders facing some of their most difficult days were able 
to get help quickly. Recovery teams and funded non-government organisations also operated through 
community recovery hubs in the Moreton Bay region. The experience reinforced the importance of 
governments being capable of rapidly mobilising financial assistance and frontline services following 
unexpected natural disasters. I want to thank Minister Camm and Minister Leah for their support during 
that tough time. 

Another important focus of my questioning was women’s economic security. Having participated 
in roundtable consultation with local women in Pumicestone, I sought further information about how 
their experiences and concerns were reflected in the Queensland Women’s Economic Security 
Strategy. I was therefore disappointed when the member for Springwood asked me to provide evidence 
that this consultation had actually occurred in my electorate. As a young woman in this parliament, I 
found the implication that my account needed to be substantiated in that way unnecessarily 
condescending. I would hope that the contributions of young women in this place are afforded the same 
respect and good faith as those of any other member. Evidence to the committee identified three central 
areas of focus: financial knowledge, economic participation and leadership.  

Domestic and family violence was another significant area examined during the hearings. The 
2026-27 budget delivers a 45 per cent increase in domestic and family violence funding compared with 
the former Labor government’s final budget. 

Estimates is fundamentally about scrutiny. It is about examining the budget, testing the evidence 
and understanding what government expenditure actually means for Queenslanders. What became 
clear throughout these hearings is that this government is investing in safer schools, stronger 
communities, better support for vulnerable children, greater economic opportunity for women and 
stronger responses to domestic and family violence.  

Ms MULLEN (Jordan—ALP) (10.19 pm): I am truly disheartened by this government’s lack of 
responsibility towards our multicultural communities. It would seem the Premier and his minister believe 
that you can just attend events, say a few nice things, give everyone a certificate and off they go. What 
the estimates hearing proved was that this minister and this LNP government are all talk and 
box-ticking, but offer very little in the way of substantial support to multicultural communities in this 
state.  

Let’s begin with Multicultural Affairs Queensland. At a time when racism is on the rise, this 
government did not even have one reference to addressing social cohesion or racism in the SDS, 
prompting a question on whether it was still a priority for this department and government. I imagine 
not, given One Nation is breathing down their necks. The director-general also confirmed that 
Multicultural Affairs Queensland employs just three community engagement officers out of the 39 staff 
who are responsible for directly connecting with growing multicultural communities across Queensland. 
The number of staff tasked with this vital role has not increased in alignment with expanding 
multicultural community populations across the state and it would seem the minister has no notice or 
intention to change that. Funding for multicultural programs continues to remain stagnant, despite 
increasing requests for assistance.  

During the budget estimates hearing for the multiculturalism portfolio, the director-general 
confirmed that all of the Multicultural Affairs Queensland programs are significantly oversubscribed and 
no additional funding has been sought by the minister. As an example—and as I predicted last year—
the LNP government’s much lauded Multicultural Connect Grants for infrastructure projects, which has 
a total budget of $5 million over four years, saw the department receive $12 million in applications in 
the first round alone. Of 44 applicants, 38 missed out. It is clear that the remaining amount of funding—
$3.75 million—will cover a small handful of applications into the future.  

The Celebrating Multicultural Queensland program for cultural events and the Strengthening 
Communities Multicultural Grants program for projects are also significantly oversubscribed according 
to responses received through questions on notice. Multicultural organisations are telling me it is getting 
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more and more expensive to host community events with increased costs associated with hiring 
venues, equipment, staging and associated infrastructure. Organisations are making it clear that project 
funding is vital, but one year of funding is simply not enough to see critical projects fully realised. It is 
why Labor has listened and why we made the commitment in our budget reply that a re-elected Labor 
government would double funding for both of these important programs. Unlike our political opponents, 
we do not see diversity as a problem to overcome, but as a strength to be shared.  

You do not get more box-ticking than what this government is currently doing with some really 
important programs that are being cruelly drip-fed funding—programs like the Asylum Seeker and 
Refugee Assistance program has only received one year of additional funding. I visited the Indooroopilly 
hub, led by Communify Queensland along with seven incredible partner agencies, and I cannot begin 
to describe the impact this place is having. It is a single place where people can turn up and receive 
housing and accommodation support, trauma counselling and mental health support, health advocacy, 
nurse care, emergency relief and legal support. It is a program I am proud of and one which was 
established under the former state Labor government.  

The incredible community hubs across 24 of our schools in Queensland do amazing work 
connecting multicultural families—particularly mothers with preschool children—to services and 
supports is currently on life-limited funding. I visited the community hub at St Francis College at 
Crestmead just last week and saw the amazing connections and the brilliant early intervention work 
that is gently taking place in the hub and shows how valuable these hubs are for our communities.  

Finally, this minister has been making some pretty outrageous claims about the former Labor 
government in her media releases and even in her opening statement at this year’s estimates hearing. 
In particular, the minister makes a claim that the former Labor government—and I quote—‘spreads fear 
over facts in culturally diverse communities which weakened social cohesion’. This is a very serious 
allegation and one that cannot go unanswered. I have no doubt some kid media adviser in her office 
thinks it is a clever line, but you cannot make a statement like that without substantiating it. So we asked 
the minister to provide tangible examples of where this occurred under the former Labor government. I 
have never seen a more embarrassing display by a member.  

Mr Vorster interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kempton): Take a seat please. Member for Burleigh— 

Ms McMILLAN: You are a bully.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who said that?  

Ms McMILLAN: I did. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are warned. Member for Burleigh, please let her finish the 
dissertation without any further interruptions.  

Ms MULLEN: Thank you. I have never seen a more embarrassing display by a minister who 
clearly knew she had been caught out. She had no response, no evidence to support her claims and, 
despite multiple points of order, she could not be brought back to the substantive question. When you 
make dangerous statements like that you better be able to back them up. What her performance 
showed is she is the one making false claims.  

(Time expired)  

Ms HATCHER (Caloundra—LNP) (10.24 pm): I thought the minister was brilliant, actually. I rise 
to speak on the report of the Education, Arts and Communities Committee relating to the 2026-27 
budget estimates and the Appropriation Bill 2026. As a member of this committee, I had the privilege 
of taking part in the estimates process and examining expenditure across enormously important areas 
of government: education and the arts, women, women’s economic security, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander partnerships, multiculturalism, families, seniors, disability services and domestic violence 
and child safety. Behind all of the numbers are Queenslanders. They are the students walking through 
the school gates each morning. They are the teachers standing in front of classrooms. They are the 
parents trying to meet the cost of raising a family and they are the women returning to the workforce. 
They are the carers, people living with disabilities, seniors, foster families and, importantly, some of the 
most vulnerable children in our state. This is why estimates matters. It gives this parliament the 
opportunity to test expenditure, question ministers and senior officials, and ensure Queenslanders are 
getting value and outcomes from the money being spent.  
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There is a great deal in this budget that deserves recognition. The Back to School Boost will 
increase to $150 per primary school student in both state and non-state schools. For families facing 
grocery bills, mortgages, rent, insurance and all the other pressures of everyday life, this assistance is 
practical and tangible and it helps at exactly the time families feel those back-to-school costs. That is 
particularly relevant in communities like mine. Caloundra and the southern Sunshine Coast continues 
to experience significant growth. That growth brings opportunity but it also brings pressures. More 
families means more children entering our schools. It means greater demands on classrooms, teachers, 
school facilities and the infrastructure that supports them. Parents in my electorate want to know that 
as our community grows, our schools are growing along with it. They want to have confidence that their 
children can learn in safe, modern facilities, that teachers have the support they need and that 
government is planning ahead rather than playing catch-up like the last decade.  

That is why the broader education capital program matters so much. The report identifies funding 
for new schools in fast-growing communities like mine, additional facilities at existing schools 
experiencing rapid enrolment growth, upgrades to school and early childhood infrastructure, and major 
refurbishment and replacement of existing assets. There are 22 new schools across Queensland and 
it is very special to me that nine of those schools are, in fact, special schools. Those investments reflect 
a simple reality: population growth must be matched by infrastructure growth. For communities like 
Caloundra that principle is absolutely critical. The budget also provides funding to support safe and 
disciplined classrooms. There is $45 million in Behaviour Boost funding that is direct funding to schools 
to hire and upskill staff, making a real-life difference.  

The committee examined the government’s investment in the Queensland arts and cultural 
institutions. As we move towards 2032 the opportunities for Queensland artists, performers and 
creatives will only grow.  

The committee also considered the government’s work to improve women’s economic security. 
The Crisafulli government is helping women re-enter the workforce and overcome barriers following 
career breaks, particularly women living in regional, rural and remote Queensland. This is exactly the 
kind of policy we should support to help people develop skills, regain financial independence and 
participate in the workforce. The government is also continuing to develop more than $73 million under 
the Closing the Gap Priorities Fund in discrete Indigenous communities to support frontline projects in 
housing, education, employment and health in partnership with communities—real projects and real 
outcomes.  

In the families and child safety portfolio, this budget demonstrates that reform is not simply being 
discussed, it is also being funded. The minister has provided an update to the government’s response 
to the Child Safety Commission of Inquiry. It is clear that reform is required to fix the broken child safety 
system. How this could happen for longer than a decade is beyond me. That includes a family support 
package aimed at improving foster and kinship carer retention through practical in-home support. These 
are difficult areas of public policy. There are no simple fixes and no-one should pretend otherwise, but 
governments have a responsibility to confront difficult problems, fund reform and then be accountable 
for delivering it.  

Scrutiny should ultimately be about improving government and improving outcomes for 
Queenslanders, not simply generating political headlines like those opposite. What matters to the 
people I represent is whether children are receiving a quality education, vulnerable Queenslanders are 
protected, families are supported and taxpayer dollars are respected. I would like to thank the ministers, 
departmental officers, parliamentary staff and the secretariat.  

Ms PUGH (Mount Ommaney—ALP) (10.29 pm): We heard at estimates about the ongoing issues 
that many teachers, teacher aides and school staff are experiencing when it comes to occupational 
violence and aggression in our schools. Indeed, our shadow minister tabled a number of stories shared 
in Facebook comments which outline just a small amount of the violence that our school staff have 
experienced. It is pretty harrowing stuff. I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the advocacy of 
the QTU and the United Workers Union in highlighting this issue in our community.  

A QTU survey reported 57.5 per cent of respondents experienced verbal aggression as a daily 
or weekly event. We heard from the Minister for Education in estimates 2025 that the department was 
working on a new occupational violence strategy. Estimates 2026 has been and gone and we still have 
not seen that report. For our hardworking school staff, every day is a day too long. But let me finish on 
the education portfolio with a bit of good news for Queensland’s hardworking teachers that has come 
through today. The QIRC have granted them an interim three per cent pay rise, which is so well 
deserved and incredibly needed during this cost-of-living crisis. The Labor opposition have been calling 
for this and we share in the excitement of our hardworking teachers at this important step forward.  
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I am a member of a proudly multicultural electorate. We host several significant cultural events 
each year, including Sri Lanka Day coming up in October and the Trung Sisters Commemoration hosted 
in March. Multicultural event grants are now in very high demand and many groups are being turned 
away because demand for these grants is so high. During his budget reply speech the Leader of the 
Opposition announced that he would double the amount of funding available for multicultural events 
each year. The minister has not matched this commitment to our multicultural communities despite the 
clear need in the Queensland community. At a time when division is being actively stoked in certain 
political quarters, it is more important than ever that we provide support and that includes funding to 
ensure that those who have chosen to make Queensland their home know that they are welcome.  

I turn now to the women’s portfolio. The $20 million careers grants were a much vaunted 
announcement from the LNP government. However, we uncovered during estimates that the full 
amount will apparently not be going to women returning to the workforce, but instead a significant 
amount will be paid to a third-party provider. The minister was reluctant to disclose this information, but 
it seems clear from the report that over $4 million of that $20 million will not be provided directly to 
women returning to the workforce—women who are in need of support and assistance—but will instead 
be used to promote the grants. That is a lot of women who may miss out on the grant because such a 
huge chunk of that $20 million was not allocated to the grants. I invite the government to reflect on that 
because I think we can all agree that as much money as possible should be going to assist women 
wanting to get back into the workforce.  

I am glad that some of my colleagues have had time to delve more fulsomely into the domestic 
violence issues than I will have time for, but I do want to say that I have been contacted over and over 
again by members of my community who are very concerned about domestic violence funding.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kempton): Member, the time for the debate has expired.  
Report adopted. 

Local Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kempton): The question is— 

That the report of the Local Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee be adopted. 

Before I call the member for Southern Downs, the members for Bundaberg, Greenslopes, Lytton, 
Hinchinbrook and Mansfield are all on a warning.  

Mr LISTER (Southern Downs—LNP) (10.34 pm): I think the answer to that question should 
definitely be yes, it should be adopted because it was a great budget. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing the 
fruits of what a good government does in the spaces that this committee oversees.  

Mr McDonald interjected.  
Mr LISTER: I thank the honourable member for Lockyer for his encouragement. I know he has 

been very busy in his own committee since we formed government. I want to thank in particular the 
ministers: the Hon. Steve Minnikin, the Minister for Customer Services and Open Data and Minister for 
Small and Family Business; and the Hon. Ann Leahy, Minister for Local Government and Water and 
Minister for Fire, Disaster Recovery and Volunteers—very important portfolios. We need to look at the 
statements the ministers made in their contributions throughout the course of the estimates day. In the 
case of Minister Leahy’s portfolio, she made some very important observations. All 77 councils in 
Queensland now have a disaster recovery program. The government is providing $450 million in 
resilience strengthening. That is important because we live in a state that is prone to natural disasters. 
I know that in my own electorate that is definitely the case. That has been very well received indeed. 
That is putting money where it needs to go.  

In relation to volunteers, we had the volunteering inquiry. The government is implementing 18 
different initiatives to strengthen volunteering in this state and to arrest the decline that has occurred 
over the decade of decline. This includes funding for regional volunteer centres and, importantly, 
reducing insurance red tape for spontaneous disaster volunteers because Queenslanders do chip in 
when the chips are down. We want to make sure that everything that prevents them from doing that is 
taken out of the way.  

We are empowering councils. These reforms have reduced unnecessary approval processes 
and given councils greater flexibility to get on with delivering services for their communities. Again, in 
an electorate like Southern Downs, where I have three regional councils, councils are close to the 
people and they understand this is important.  
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In relation to water security, the government has totally eclipsed its predecessor in terms of real 
action on water security. Projects have been progressed all across Queensland. There has been 
$36 million secured for Woorabinda’s water security. I heard the opposition talking about closing the 
gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. How can an opposition possibly lecture us 
when they could not find the wherewithal to provide drinking water for the people of Woorabinda? It 
was disgraceful. There is no greater exposure of their hypocrisy than that example. I want to particularly 
thank the minister and the government for resurrecting Emu Swamp Dam. That is a project that is vital 
to my electorate. Stanthorpe and the Granite Belt ran out of water and it was a social and economic 
catastrophe. It was not just a case of having to truck water up to the town; it was an enormous issue. 
The people of the Granite Belt, Stanthorpe and Southern Downs know that this government has their 
back on the single most important thing for any country community—that is, water security.  

The Minister for Customer Services and Open Data and Minister for Small and Family Business, 
Steve Minnikin, also had some great things to talk about. The government is backing over 500,000 
small and family businesses in this state. The minister graciously came to my electorate about a month 
ago for three days. I thank and acknowledge him for that. We visited three different chambers of 
commerce and four different towns. Small businesses have been the beneficiaries of excellent funding 
to acquire new capital, new equipment, security and so forth. It was very well received and it was terrific 
to have the minister there.  

There is $16.8 million for financial counselling and wellbeing support for small and family 
businesses. In these times that is very important. It does help businesses survive the difficulties that 
they face. The Small Business Apprenticeship Program has been doubled, supporting 4,000 
apprentices employed by small and family business, and the $40 million in the Secure Communities 
Partnership Program is helping small businesses to improve security and make local business precincts 
safer. That is very important. The minister will remember we went to see O’Brien Plumbing in 
Goondiwindi. They were a recipient of one of those grants and they did wonderful things with it. That 
has been a real enabler for that business.  

This is the first government that has grasped the nettle and got a whole-of-government 
cybersecurity strategy underway. For years—at least a decade—the Auditor-General has been 
complaining that the government has not been ready. This LNP will not find itself in that position.  

Ms PEASE (Lytton—ALP) (10.39 pm): I rise to speak on the estimates report of the Local 
Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee. Firstly, I thank all of the departmental 
staff and the parliamentary staff who contributed to the estimates process. I appreciate their work, as 
does this parliament.  

Queensland’s 508,000 small businesses employ more than one million Queenslanders and 
contribute around $131 billion to our economy. However, right now many of those small businesses are 
doing it incredibly tough. A Business Chamber Queensland report states that business confidence has 
fallen to its lowest level in 20 years—that is pretty bleak—and below levels recorded during the global 
financial crisis. At estimates, I raised reports that retail insolvencies had increased by 72 per cent in just 
one year, skyrocketing well above the national rate. However, when questioned about these conditions, 
we heard from the small business minister about Canberra and external factors but nothing about what 
this LNP government can do to reduce costs, improve opportunities or even pay small businesses on 
time. It is as if the minister went into estimates with a clear path to absolve himself of any responsibility.  

The funding picture was equally concerning. The acting director-general confirmed 
$85.147 million was allocated to small and family businesses but just 8.8 per cent of the department’s 
$601 million budget is directed to grants and other small business programs. Of approximately 
$40 million allocated to grants, estimates also confirmed that there were no new grant measures in this 
budget. Indeed, $12.4 million of the funding that is still being delivered originated under the former 
Labor government’s final budget.  

Small businesses need more than recycled announcements. Small businesses need support that 
matches the economic conditions they are facing. Small businesses also deserve a government that 
pays its own bills on time. The LNP promised a five-day payment guarantee, yet the existing policy 
remains a 20-calendar-day target, with TMR the only department publicly progressing implementation. 
When I asked about the whole-of-government dashboard so businesses could actually see whether 
agencies were meeting the promise, the minister could provide no timeframes. Instead, the minister 
served up so much waffle that all that was missing was the maple syrup.  
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Customer services raised further questions. In May 2025, functions were transferred from TMR 
into the new customer services department. The minister described the change as an opportunity to 
improve services and deliver a consistent customer experience. Just one year later, some of those 
functions were transferred right back to TMR. Queenslanders deserve to know why.  

The government also has questions to answer on the digital agenda. We need modern digital 
services, but estimates provided little clarity about how the $1 billion Digital Fund will ultimately be 
invested, which projects will be prioritised and how success will be measured. The government also 
promoted AI training for small businesses, yet elements of this program will not be delivered until 2029. 
In an area that is developing as hyper rapidly as artificial intelligence, governments must be agile to 
ensure training remains relevant when it reaches businesses.  

Cybersecurity is even more important. The Auditor-General identified serious shortcomings in 
the management of third-party cybersecurity risks. While the department has a whole-of-government 
oversight role, estimates provided limited details about progress responding to those risks. The minister 
promoted Queensland’s first ever whole-of-government cybersecurity strategy, but let’s look at the 
facts. Questioning revealed that the Cyber Security Unit, policies, incident responses, capabilities and 
cyber programs were already operating before the strategy was released. A new strategy document is 
welcome. Sure, bring it on. However, Queenslanders need measurable improvements in capability, 
resilience and security—not simply new branding for existing functions.  

Estimates is about accountability. Small businesses are asking for relief. Queenslanders expect 
better customer service and taxpayers deserve transparency about the billion dollar digital investment. 
These are legitimate questions and the opposition will continue asking them. Regrettably, this 
government is big on spin, light on outcomes and wafer thin on actual accountability.  

Hon. SJ MINNIKIN (Chatsworth—LNP) (Minister for Customer Services and Open Data and 
Minister for Small and Family Business) (10.44 pm): I rise to speak on the report of the Local 
Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee into the Crisafulli government’s 
2026-27 budget. At the outset, as has been done customarily, I thank the chair and member for 
Southern Downs, James Lister MP, as well as committee members and parliamentary staff for their 
work throughout the hearing and the entire estimates process. The committee’s examination of the 
Department of Customer Services, Open Data and Small and Family Business recommended that the 
proposed expenditure be agreed to without amendment.  

It is true that Queensland’s 508,000 small and family businesses have indeed shown remarkable 
resilience as they navigate genuine pressures. I will reiterate that there have been many factors 
impacting business confidence, particularly after the federal budget handed down by Jim Chalmers, 
which involved the woeful handling of a global fuel supply crisis with ongoing inflation and triple interest 
rate rises earlier this year. I note the member for Lytton has visited Jim Chalmers MP at least twice in 
the past 18 months. I hope she is also getting on the phone to continue that cordial relationship. I have 
written to the small business minister, Dr Anne Aly, regarding the uncertainty and angst these changes 
have created. In fact, the Leader of the Opposition needs to use the opportunity provided by this week’s 
Queensland Labor state conference to make sure that the federal Treasurer understands the damage 
his broken promises are causing Queensland small and family businesses.  

It is in the face of federal Labor’s broken promises that the Crisafulli government is delivering 
certainty. This budget is delivering exactly what we said we would. Principally, we have committed to 
no new or increased taxes. We have frozen WorkCover premiums for a second consecutive year. We 
are supporting lower energy costs through our Energy Roadmap and freeing water costs in South-East 
Queensland. We are delivering practical measures that are designed to help businesses invest in staff 
and grow.  

We are investing in AI uplift, with AI adoption programs. We are also developing a range of 
micro-credentials courses including AI, cybersecurity and procurement, in partnership with the 
University of the Sunshine Coast. Those are the courses that small businesses have been crying out 
for.  

We are continuing to support our construction industry to grow through the pilot Small Business 
Apprenticeship Program, helping small businesses cover apprentice wages during offsite training and 
growing a pipeline of skilled workers for Queensland’s future. Regional business opportunities will be 
strengthened through the Regional Business Gateways Program, with locally-led solutions that build 
capability and drive local industries. We are continuing to back Queensland’s small and family 
businesses through the Small Business Support Network, which is another program that Labor simply 
failed to fund beyond 2025.  
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I welcome the committee’s ongoing examination of the Secure Communities Partnership 
Program. We should always ask: why did we come up with the Secure Communities Partnership 
Program? We know that the number of victims of crime skyrocketed during the decade of decline in 
which Labor was weak on law and order. In relation to that, we have bolstered the Secure Communities 
Partnership Program with $40 million over four years. The first two rounds are already well and truly 
out the door. Round 1 was virtually fully subscribed and round 2 has been an absolute rip-roaring 
success.  

We have also continued to support the Queensland Digital Licence app, the Queensland 
Customer Services portal and the Queensland Digital Identity system. When we came into power there 
were three licences and accreditations. We have grown that number to 19 in just under two years. 
Importantly, the Crisafulli government continues to strengthen governance around major digital 
investments and build cyber capability to protect Queenslanders and their information.  

In the last 30 seconds I will say this: I have been honoured to be a member of this House for 
about 14 years now. I have watched the estimates process and, whenever I could, the estimates 
performances of other ministers. I do not know what is happening to the once great Labor Party. We 
have no doubt, as history has shown, that they will bounce back. However, in this their second year in 
opposition, based on their efforts in question time and estimates, they are getting worse. Next year I 
would urge them to get up earlier and do their homework.  

Mrs NIGHTINGALE (Inala—ALP) (10.49 pm): I rise to speak to the report of the Local 
Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee estimates hearing. As we have heard 
from other speakers, estimates is where governments are supposed to be tested. It is where we look 
beyond the slogans and announcements and ask a simple question: where is the money going and 
what outcomes are Queenslanders actually getting? What emerged from this year’s hearings was a 
consistent pattern—a government good at talking about delivery but far less willing to provide clear 
answers when put under scrutiny.  

I want to start with small business, the lifeblood of communities like mine in Inala. Local family 
businesses are doing it tough. Business Chamber Queensland confirmed that business confidence has 
plummeted to its lowest level in two decades, lower even than during the GFC. As we heard from the 
member for Lytton, retail insolvencies across our state have jumped 72 per cent in 12 months.  

Mr Vorster interjected.  
Mrs NIGHTINGALE: I hear those opposite trying to blame the federal government, but that is 

five times more than the national average, so what is the common denominator here? I believe it is the 
Queensland LNP government.  

Small businesses are crying out for genuine, practical support, yet the estimates hearing 
revealed that only a paltry 8.8 per cent of the over $600 million budget is allocated directly to grants 
and small business support. Just as surprising was the confirmation that the $40 million grant bucket 
contained no new funding. Our Queensland small businesses deserve better, but they are not getting 
that under this government, and that comes as no surprise when you look at the attitudes of some of 
those opposite and, quite frankly, behind.  

I heard some of them complaining about the opposition’s questioning of government advertising 
as a waste of time. They even went so far as to say that ‘it doesn’t matter’. Well, it does matter. It 
matters to Queenslanders, and every single dollar spent matters. Queenslanders do not want to see 
their taxpayer dollars wasted when that money could be spent instead supporting struggling family 
businesses or backing our stretched volunteer sector. Look at customer service and IT security. The 
government made a song and dance about moving customer service functions out of TMR to improve 
efficiency, yet just 12 months later the estimates hearing revealed that those same functions were 
quietly shifted back. That is not reform; that is shuffling cards, and it is the opposition’s job to expose 
what cards this government is hiding up its sleeves.  

On cybersecurity the Auditor-General highlighted significant risks, yet the committee received 
very little detail about how those risks are being managed. Queenslanders deserve to have confidence 
that their information is protected. Instead, the minister claimed credit for a ‘first ever’ 
whole-of-government cybersecurity strategy that simply formalised programs already put in place by 
Labor.  

When it comes to disaster recovery and volunteers, the lack of advocacy is alarming. Queensland 
is the most disaster impacted state in the nation, yet the minister could not even confirm whether she 
had picked up the phone to her federal counterpart to fight for our fair share of funding. Questions also 
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remain about key flood mitigation projects in Bundaberg and Thargomindah, where decisions appear 
to be driven by political interests rather than evidence-based policy. In fire services Labor funded fire 
trucks, yet somehow that pipeline has been reduced, leaving 45 fewer trucks on the ground, and over 
200 station officer positions sit vacant.  

Finally, local councils are drowning under immense financial pressure. The LGAQ called for 
waste levy payment reductions to be paused, yet the department could not say if it had even advocated 
on their behalf. Questions about planning and the release of important reports also remain unanswered. 
This minister was like a salesperson on a Danoz Direct ad because, just when we thought we heard it 
all: ‘But wait, there’s more!’ The minister boasted that the Indigenous Council Leaders Accord 
Committee had met with the full cabinet, only to have to correct the record when it was revealed they 
had not at all. On border security, the minister blamed years of missed maintenance, but SEQ’s own 
CEO directly contradicted her at the table, confirming they meet every single maintenance requirement.  

Time and again during the estimates hearings, the facts simply did not match the government’s 
talking points. It is a shame. Queenslanders deserve transparency, honesty and clear answers. Labor 
will continue to ask the hard questions and hold this government to account.  

Hon. A LEAHY (Warrego—LNP) (Minister for Local Government and Water and Minister for Fire, 
Disaster Recovery and Volunteers) (10.54 pm): I rise to speak on the report of the Local Government, 
Small Business and Customer Service Committee. Firstly, I would like to thank the chair, the member 
for Southern Downs, and the committee for their work. I would like to thank the committee staff, the 
parliamentary staff and also the departmental staff in my departments and statutory authorities for the 
work they undertook in preparation for the estimates hearings. I would also like to thank the Leader of 
the House because, by the time our committee sat, I think he had had a fairly busy two weeks.  

The Crisafulli government’s second budget is delivering on the foundations for a fresh start. It 
well and truly is that fresh start. I briefly want to remind the House what the budget is delivering for my 
portfolios. There is a record $1.172 billion for the Queensland Fire Department. We saved the 
Indigenous Councils Funding Program. We have delivered real cost-of-living relief to Queenslanders 
that they can rely on with the bulk water price freeze. We ensured that the utility providers passed on 
that freeze—something that previous Labor governments during their decade of decline never had the 
ticker to do.  

We have subsidised water costs in the north-west and for Gladstone residents and for irrigators, 
and we have turned around Labor’s record on the most expensive water bills in the nation. We are 
progressing new and upgraded water infrastructure on the Thomson River in the member for Gregory’s 
electorate, on the Boyne River and on Barambah Creek, and I know that the member for Nanango is 
very passionate about the Barlil Weir. We are also progressing the Emu Swamp Dam, in the member 
for Southern Downs’s electorate, and the Paradise Dam—Labor’s biggest ever infrastructure fail. We 
are also funding to develop the Water for Warrill project, which is important for our food production, and 
also the Lockyer Valley and Somerset water irrigation schemes.  

We are providing $1.2 million to deliver our response to the parliamentary inquiry into 
volunteering, which is a welcomed change from Labor’s zero dollars for volunteer strategy.  

This is a budget that will continue to deliver for Queenslanders and builds on what we have 
already done. This evidence is clear. However, the members opposite came into the estimates hearings 
ready to share their falsehoods, their fabrications, their fibs and their fantasies. That is exactly how their 
statement of reservation reads. It is removed from reality and it shares the member for Murrumba’s 
complicated relationship with the truth. In the hearing, they suddenly became concerned about their 
Canberra colleagues’ crazy cuts to disaster funding. For months all we heard was crickets and we had 
to shame them into fighting for Queenslanders. Let me assure the House that I have spoken to Minister 
McBain at length. She is finding it hard to have conversations with Queensland councils most affected 
by the Albanese Labor government’s cuts.  

Regarding fire trucks, Labor have claimed that it was COVID that would have stopped them 
delivering to our rural firies. Let’s have a look at the evidence. In 2019-20 there were 16 trucks delivered. 
COVID started in March 2020. In 2021 there were 28 delivered. In 2021-22 there were 38 delivered. In 
2022-23 it dropped down to 20. In 2023-24 it was 20 again. In 2024-25, when the LNP came in, 52 
trucks were delivered. In 2025-26 there were 103. So Labor peaked during COVID and then they 
worked overtime to flatten the fire truck curve. It is only the LNP that has turned that around.  

With respect to the Indigenous Leaders Accord, they met for the first time this year on 29 April 
2026. They will meet again on 18 October 2026, and we have a third meeting planned for later this 
year.  
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Ms BOYD (Pine Rivers—ALP) (10.59 pm): The estimates hearings into local government, water, 
fire, disaster recovery and volunteers revealed a consistent pattern across all of the portfolios: the 
minister is entirely focused on secrecy and politicking. Queensland is the nation’s most disaster 
impacted state and always needs its leaders to fight for its fair share of disaster recovery funds. Imagine 
having a Queensland minister who will not even pick up the phone to the federal minister in Canberra, 
will not initiate a call to the federal minister, will not return the federal minister’s calls and will not reply 
to the federal minister’s text messages. How can someone be a leader for this state if they are entirely 
silent on this issue? 

We learned that the minister is more interested in stoking division, data harvesting and dodgy 
stunts than genuinely addressing the challenges our state faces. It remains secret who is hosting the 
disaster recovery funding petition that the member is promoting. Imagine refusing to be up-front with 
people about how their data on a petition will be harvested and what it will be used for. The LNP minister 
has disconnected entirely from genuine dialogue with Canberra on this issue and instead has resorted 
to petty party politics. Queenslanders deserve better.  

Petty politics was the only focus that was demonstrated in the consultation on the boundary 
review for the Queensland Fire Department. When the member for Sandgate was engaging in good 
faith with an offer of consultation extended to her from the fire department, the minister sent a highly 
politicised letter in which she said the process the commissioner oversaw had been botched. The 
commissioner was at a loss to explain how this had happened. He said— 
I cannot comment on the reasoning behind receiving a response that way.  

Are we not all in the same boat? What a two-bit operation. Rural fire trucks are rolling out to 
brigades. The minister’s standing on this has completely crumbled. It is embarrassing that, despite the 
estimates process substantiating they are Labor funded vehicles, the minister has continued tonight to 
put her name to dodgy media releases claiming Labor trucks as the LNP’s. This is a special level of 
incompetence.  

We saw this replicated in the water media releases where the minister continued to misrepresent 
the work of GOCs and Labor. This pattern of behaviour from the minister did not commence in October 
2024. Over the decades of her career we have seen her regularly falsify and distort matters, leaving us 
all to be forgiven for second-guessing everything this minister says and does.  

The local government estimates process showed us that local councils are being kept in the dark 
as reports gather dust and remain secret. We had another year of estimates hearings where powerful 
and concerning insights were provided into a minister who does not take First Nations communities 
seriously. This minister seemingly has no clue when the accord committee meets or if it has met since 
its formation. Despite having money on the table for disaster mitigation projects, this minister is making 
up alternative projects on the fly after disasters with no advice on her disastrous thought bubbles. 

Political interference was also established through the Premier’s office with the scope altered 
significantly for levee funding for Thargomindah. Leaks from every area of the minister’s portfolio were 
flowing freely, while she was solely focused on the past and the former Labor government.  

In the nation’s most disaster-prone state, the minister completely ruled out the AusAlert system 
and would not respond to questions about it. She was just deflecting and wrecking. In response to 
questions on an urgent review of water sources, the minister sought to table a news article regarding 
the Traveston Dam that was published 12 years prior. The LNP went to the 2024 election and promised 
to find a new location for a new SEQ dam to secure drinking water for a growing population. This budget 
puts us further down the track with no money allocated to Seqwater to identify the location, and we 
need a response from the minister that is not set in yesteryear.  

The minister continues to prove in every portfolio and through every action that she is simply not 
up to the job of leadership. She is focused on the past, blaming Labor and attempting a beat-up at every 
single turn. This is a minister who tabled a document from my Facebook page that highlighted all of the 
things my community saw through this budget and the LNP refused to provide. Talk about an own goal! 

Mr BAILLIE (Townsville—LNP) (11.04 pm): I rise to speak to the Local Government, Small 
Business and Customer Service Committee report, which I sat on as part of the committee during the 
2026-27 budget estimates process. The estimates process is an important process and is an 
opportunity to interrogate the budget and ensure accountability and transparency when it comes to 
planned government expenditure.  
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I would like to thank the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, the Clerk and the Parliamentary Service 
staff for their assistance in keeping the estimates process running as well as all of the departments that 
put in a power of work to support the process. I would also like to thank all of my parliamentary 
colleagues for their participation in the estimate process, in particular the Leader of the House, my 
fellow committee members, Minister Minnikin and Minister Leahy.  

The estimates process is an opportunity for my community to hear how budgeted government 
spending and programs are impacting North Queensland. For example, Minister Minnikin shared how 
the Crisafulli government is supporting Queensland’s more than 500,000 small and family businesses, 
including more than 12,000 small and family businesses in North Queensland. In Townsville I hear 
directly from small and family businesses how much they appreciate Gerard and the team from 
Business Assist who help connect our business operators with the right information on programs and 
services to support their unique situation. 

I hear how our reduced power prices, delivered on the back of the Crisafulli government’s Energy 
Roadmap, are helping small and family businesses expand. I recently visited Scott and Jayson from 
Confection Obsession in Flinders Street, a small innovative Townsville-based business creating locally 
made confectionary from locally sourced ingredients. Scott and Jayson have seen their power bills fall 
by 11 per cent since 1 July, which is helping to keep their costs down and assisting with growth into 
international markets. It means that Confection Obsession can continue to invest, continue to 
manufacture and continue to expand in Townsville. We know that we have some of the best products 
in the world. Having small businesses like Confection Obsession showcasing what we can do and 
sharing North Queensland products across the globe really puts Townsville on the map.  

In addition, during the estimates process the minister provided an update on the delivery of the 
Secure Communities Partnership Program, which was launched in Townsville in May 2025. It has seen 
174 businesses across the state receive funding and enabled local governments to apply for and install 
safety upgrades to benefit their business communities. In Townsville the Secure Communities 
Partnership Program will deliver upgrades to CCTV for a safer CBD and further CCTV installation 
upgrades across other areas of our city, working in partnership with the Townsville City Council.  

Our committee also welcomed an update from Minister Leahy on the progress of Sooning Street 
Bridge, which is on Magnetic Island. Sooning Street Bridge sustained significant damage in a rain event 
prior to Christmas in 2024 and shortly after in 2025 sustained catastrophic damage in a much larger 
rain event. Under the existing Disaster Recovery Funding Framework, funding was secured for this 
council owned bridge within a few months. Council has since led the removal of the failed structure and 
the installation of the new, more resilient bridge along with an additional pedestrian pathway, which will 
provide a safer trip to school for many local students who walk to school each and every day. I was on 
Magnetic Island recently when the bridge was reopened to managed traffic, and the entire community 
is looking forward to the works being completed and the new bridge being officially opened.  

Why is this specific case so important? The Sooning Street Bridge replacement is being carried 
out under the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements—arrangements that after the Albanese federal 
Labor government’s proposed disaster recovery funding cuts would cost Queenslanders millions of 
dollars. It would cost councils more money. It would cost my community more money. Rather than 
helping in their time of need, those federal cuts will mean Queenslanders will have to reach into their 
own pockets when they are at their most vulnerable. For Queenslanders, the Albanese Labor 
government’s proposed changes to the Disaster Recovery Funding Framework would be disastrous. I 
call on the Albanese federal Labor government to not turn their back on Queenslanders and walk back 
this proposal.  

Mr SMITH (Bundaberg—ALP) (11.09 pm): I rise to join the debate on this committee report, even 
though I am not on the committee. It touches on the very important infrastructure project of Paradise 
Dam. I will give a little bit of the history of Paradise Dam. Absolutely it was a failure of the then Beattie 
government. They built a terrible dam that betrayed the people of Bundaberg and their intention. It was 
the Palaszczuk Labor government that ensured the safety of people in the community and the water 
infrastructure by taking the necessary works of dropping the wall by 5.8 metres. We then saw a 
commitment between the then Palaszczuk government and the Albanese government to ensure that 
we would be able to restore those 5.8 metres on the original Paradise Dam. However, we then saw 
through world-first testing that the dam wall was no longer considered safe to restore the dam to its 
original capacity.  
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It is interesting that in the estimates hearing the new CEO—the last one resigned after a leaked 
letter from Seeney—said that the business case was received on 10 July. However, three days 
beforehand the Premier decided to make an announcement without his water minister that they would 
build back on top of the original Paradise Dam wall, that they would not build the brand new Paradise 
Dam 70 metres down from the original one. In fact, the Premier said, ‘I don’t accept the nonsensical 
argument that was being put up, which is an inferior, smaller wall downstream.’ I do not know where he 
is getting his intel from. If that is coming from the minister, what a failure of the minister that comment 
is, because it was to restore 300,000 megalitres.  

What is important and why am I standing up here? The Premier’s plan to build on top of a dam 
wall that is currently not meeting the safety standards in Australia is absolutely crazy. Let’s look at the 
Sunwater report, which is still on their website. The report states— 
Results from a bespoke and world-first testing program show that Paradise Dam’s concrete will lose strength over time and that 
no amount of improvement work will fix the dam.  

Let’s go and put 5.8 metres worth of concrete on that! What a brilliant idea! The new concrete issues 
that were found after the commitment to restore the original dam confirmed that the dam will be returned 
to its original height. However, ‘three unexpected new issues’ came about. The report states— 
Swelling clay: Due to the porous nature of the concrete, low cement content, and high clay content, moisture in the wall causes 
repeated swelling and contracting.  

Water is literally coming in, swelling the clay and pushing the concrete apart. The report goes on— 
Cement leaching: Porous concrete causes key ingredients that bond the cement to leach out of the concrete, leading to 
deterioration and strength loss.  

Let’s put 5.8 metres worth of concrete on that! The report goes on— 
Carbonation: The mix of carbon dioxide, moisture and cement results in low pH (increased acidity), increasing the negative effects 
of the swelling clay and lowering the concrete’s strength.  

Let’s put 5.8 metres worth of concrete on that! In fact, the report goes on— 
When compared against more than 900 publicly recorded RCC— 

roller compacted concrete— 
dams worldwide, Paradise Dam is within the lowest first percentile for cementitious content.  

It is within the lowest first percentile of 900 dams. Let’s put 5.8 metres worth of concrete on that, 
Minister! The report states— 
Once the program was developed and the testing laboratory engaged, Paradise Dam’s concrete samples were put through a 
range of scenarios.  

The results were stated as follows— 
After the samples were treated ... they were then subjected to compressive and tensile testing. The non-control samples showed 
little resistance to these tests, crumbling and/or significantly reducing in strength. That is not how quality concrete should perform.  

It is literally crumbling. I have a piece of Paradise Dam in my office because I pulled it out of the 
spillway. The member for Gladstone leaned on it and it crumbled. Let’s go with this: the government’s 
plan is to take what they say is the worst infrastructure project ever built that is literally crumbling and 
they are going to put 5.8 metres of concrete on it. In the words of the member for Chatsworth, genius! 

Mr BOOTHMAN (Theodore—LNP) (11.14 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the Appropriation 
Bill 2026 and the Local Government, Small Business and Customer Service Committee budget 
estimates report. At the outset I would like to say thank you to all my fellow committee members. I also 
thank the ministers, ministerial staff and everybody who made it a very successful day for everybody 
involved. I especially thank Minister Leahy and Minister Minnikin for their fulsome answers to a wide 
range of questions that came from both sides of the chamber.  

I give them a big shout-out for some of the projects which are underway in the Theodore 
electorate and also for projects that are helping my local volunteer organisations. Minister Ann Leahy 
came to my electorate not too long ago to hand over a fire truck, which to our local Guanaba Rural Fire 
Brigade is certainly very special. So that the minister understands how appreciated this vehicle is, the 
truck has been named ‘Terry’. The local brigade named their truck ‘Terry’ after Terry Whitehead. Terry 
Whitehead is a long-serving member of the Guanaba Rural Fire Brigade. He is one of the founding 
members. He has been there for 30 years. He is also a recipient of the Australian Fire Service Medal. 
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He is a fantastic individual who always rolls up his sleeves and gets amongst the crews and makes a 
huge difference. With all of his experience, he is a person who is truly honoured in the fire service. 
Therefore, it is so fitting to name that vehicle after him. Congratulations, Terry, for everything you do.  

When it comes to small business, I give a big shout-out to the Minister for Small Business, 
Minister Minnikin. The Small Business Expo, which was held on the Gold Coast, was an outstanding 
success. A number of businesses were saying to me that this minister is so passionate about small 
businesses. He is so alive about small businesses. He was a small business owner and his passion 
shows no bounds.  

The minister is keen on innovation. On the northern Gold Coast we do have some really 
innovative businesses. Acqualuma, which makes lighting for boats, is stationed on the northern Gold 
Coast. Enviroswim is another innovative business that makes a chlorine-free pool system that treats 
water differently and uses a non-chemical-based treatment which then stops irritations. I give a big 
shout-out to them. It shows how innovative our local businesses are on the northern Gold Coast.  

I want to highlight the Secure Communities Partnership Program that the minister talked about 
during the estimates hearing. It is making sure our communities are safe but it is also helping 
businesses deal with the crime scourge that Labor left us with. Therefore, it is making a huge difference 
in those areas.  

I give a big shout-out to the Small Business Apprenticeship Program—something I am very 
passionate about. It is helping small businesses to take on trade apprentices, helping with wages to 
offset the training and growing the pipeline of the next generation of tradies. We need tradies. We 
desperately need tradies to build the buildings, houses, roads—you name it—in the future. Therefore, 
we need to emphasise those trade skills areas.  

With that, excellent answers were given by the ministers. Once again it showed the commitment 
of the Crisafulli government to Queensland, to ensure that Queensland’s best days are certainly ahead 
of us.  

Report adopted.  
Clauses 1 to 4, as read, agreed to.  
Schedules 1 and 2, as read, agreed to.  

Third Reading (Cognate Debate) 
Hon. DC JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for 

Home Ownership) (11.19 pm): I move— 

That the bills be now read a third time. 
Question put—That the bills be now read a third time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bills read a third time. 

Long Title (Cognate Debate) 
Hon. DC JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Treasurer, Minister for Energy and Minister for 

Home Ownership) (11.19 pm): I move— 
That the long titles of the bills be agreed to. 

Question put—That the long titles of the bills be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (Leader of the House) (11:20pm): I move— 

That the House do now adjourn.  

Community Safety  
Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (11.20 pm): No Queenslander should be unsafe at 

work, unsafe at home or unsafe in the care of the state, but that is the lived experience of too many 
Queenslanders. I recently met with a group of local workers and one of them, a teacher aide, told me 
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that he has experienced 14 incidents of violence requiring first aid—14. He is not alone. The education 
department’s own answer to an estimates question shows that accepted WorkCover claims for 
occupational violence in schools has skyrocketed from 221 to 240 between term 1, 2024 and term 1, 
2025, but the education minister somehow expects workers in schools to believe that behaviour is 
improving by using different statistics and shopping around for a number that suits the LNP’s story. We 
have seen this before. When the facts do not fit the Crisafulli government’s political story they find 
different facts, they hide them or they cut the funding.  

Women experiencing domestic and family violence have seen it. The government’s own budget 
papers show that funding for domestic and family violence prevention has fallen by almost $40 million. 
We have heard reports of threats to rip up funding for DV services that speak out. At estimates the 
government admitted that another $10.6 million had been reallocated from DV services. It reminds us 
all of that famous quote: ‘Everyone is entitled to his own opinion but not to his own facts.’ Perhaps the 
LNP should ponder that. This is the LNP story so far: cut the funding, hide the information and then 
claim Queensland is safer. Kids in care have seen it too. Government figures show that almost 3,000 
children are now in residential care. Children have been forced to sleep on the floor of Child Safety 
offices. What did this government do? At estimates the minister confirmed they had axed the My Life in 
Care survey, a survey designed to hear directly from these incredibly vulnerable children in care. They 
cut their voice.  

Now workers are telling us they are being hurt. Women are telling us they need support. Kids in 
care need to be heard, but this government spins. We see dodgy crime stats, dodgy occupational 
violence statistics, hidden child safety information and cuts to domestic and family violence prevention. 
The LNP’s record so far is to silence the DV sector, silence the children and now they want to silence 
the worker. It is the same LNP government and the same playbook. Kids in care have a right to be safe 
and heard. Safety in care is a right and workplace safety is a right. Deputy Speaker, hands off 
Queenslanders’ safety!  

Foessel, Mr K; Currumbin Community Champions Awards  
Hon. LJ GERBER (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Youth Justice and Victim Support and Minister 

for Corrective Services) (11.23 pm): I rise tonight to acknowledge a remarkable member of our southern 
Gold Coast community, Leading Senior Constable Kurt Foessel, as he marks the end of an 
extraordinary career with the Queensland Police Service after almost four decades of dedicated service 
to Queenslanders. Leading Senior Constable Kurt Foessel commenced as a probationary constable in 
1989 and went on to serve across the Gold Coast, including at Broadbeach, Burleigh Heads, Surfers 
Paradise, Nerang, the Gold Coast traffic branch and the Gold Coast water police, but it was at the 
Elanora Neighbourhood Police Beat where Kurt served for almost two decades that he made an 
extraordinary mark on our community.  

Kurt became much more than our local police officer; he became part of the fabric of Elanora. 
He knew our families, our schools and our businesses. He understood that good policing is not just 
about responding when something goes wrong; it is about building relationships, earning trust and 
preventing young people from heading down the wrong path in the first place. That is exactly what Kurt 
did. He worked extensively with disengaged and at-risk youth through initiatives including Project 
Booyah and Challenge to Change, as well as Fight 4 Youth and Arcadia College, both of which he in 
fact helped to establish.  

He has also been involved with Youth Music Venture since its inception, helping young people 
build confidence and connection through music. His commitment to our schools has been extraordinary. 
Kurt served as chair of the Elanora State High School Council from its establishment in 2017 and, more 
recently, has been at the forefront of educating students across the southern Gold Coast about e-bike 
and e-scooter safety. In fact, last year he appeared before the parliamentary committee to share his 
frontline experience and help shape Queensland’s e-bike laws. That dedication has earnt Kurt 
enormous respect and recognition. He was named Gold Coast Police Officer of the Year in 2014 after 
being nominated for the award eight times, and last year he received his second clasp to the National 
Medal, recognising 35 years of service.  

I think Kurt’s greatest achievement is something that cannot be captured in awards or a medal. 
It is the thousands of people he has helped, the young people he has guided and the community that 
trusted him. Kurt, our southern Gold Coast community is safer and stronger because of you. After 
almost four decades of service with the Queensland police, you leave an extraordinary legacy. While 
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this chapter might be coming to an end, I know that Kurt’s commitment to our community certainly is 
not. On behalf of the Currumbin electorate and this House, thank you, Kurt Foessel, for your 
extraordinary service and congratulations on a remarkable career.  

In the time I have left, I want to talk about our fifth annual Currumbin Community Champions 
Award. If you have a teacher, volunteer, young person, small business or community organisation that 
you want to recognise, nominate them for our Currumbin Community Champions Award.  

Infrastructure, Investment 
Mr WHITING (Bancroft—ALP) (11.26 pm): At a time when my community is crying out for 

investment in infrastructure, the LNP are spending an unknown amount on 2032 games infrastructure. 
We have seen that Queenslanders do not know how much the games will cost them. The Deputy 
Premier has refused to give the value of the earthworks contract at Victoria Park and the president of 
the Brisbane organising committee has said that the operating budget bears no resemblance to reality. 
That is what is happening with the games. Meanwhile, at Burpengary East, residents are crying out for 
infrastructure because there is no school and no bus. On the issue of the bus, I initiated two petitions 
for that. We got a delegation to see the minister at the time, and in 2024 we got that promise of a 
$2.75 million trial to go into creating a bus line to Burpengary East. From the LNP, we have got nothing. 

On the issue of the school at North Harbour, we have 4,500 people there. It is a town the size of 
Ingham or Oakey but it has no school and no bus. In 2018, we pushed for the school there and we 
initiated the business cases. By 2020, the process started, the land was identified and the negotiations 
started. In February 2021, the first bit of land was acquired for that school and 3½ years later the last 
bit of land from those negotiations was acquired, which was in August-September 2024. We went to 
the election saying that we would build that school. From the LNP, there was absolutely nothing.  

The land is there so they could build the school now but, unfortunately, the LNP have put nothing 
in their last two budgets towards building a school in this community. Not only that, we found out that 
they do not see any reason to build any school in that area until at least 2030. There will be no school 
in the Caboolture area for the next four years. At the same time as they are paying for infrastructure to 
be built for the games, no-one is building a school in my area or the Caboolture area. It is an absolute 
shame.  

Meanwhile the infrastructure minister came to Burpengary East but he did not come to announce 
infrastructure. He came to the opening of the next stage of the North Harbour development. They put 
that on the socials and the reaction was really interesting. People said, ‘Great, you are building more 
houses there, but don’t come to town without bringing more infrastructure to us. Where is the bus? 
Where is our school? This is what we need.’ I am calling out to the government on behalf of my residents 
to build the school and bring the bus.  

Robinson, Ms C  
Hon. SJ MINNIKIN (Chatsworth—LNP) (Minister for Customer Services and Open Data and 

Minister for Small and Family Business) (11.29 pm): Whilst our governments build physical 
infrastructure, it is our volunteers who build our social foundations. Among the 49,000 volunteers across 
our state there is one local leader whose extraordinary journey of service should receive our highest 
admiration: Carolyn Robinson, a Chatsworth legend. She was recognised and named as the 2026 
Queensland Volunteer of the Year, a very well-deserved award.  

In 2017, Carolyn’s life was forever changed when her own daughter became a victim of domestic 
violence. Sitting in a courtroom, heartbroken to see so many women navigating this trauma alone, 
Carolyn resolved to turn a family crisis into a beacon of hope. Leaving behind a distinguished 35-year 
career as an educator, Carolyn chose to completely immerse herself as a volunteer, founding the 
Beyond DV charity in the Carindale area. Carolyn recognised that, while crisis intervention is lifesaving, 
survivors desperately need a structured pathway to rebuild their lives. To bridge this gap Carolyn 
designed a unique framework, the five pillars of recovery, supporting more than 3,400 women and 
children to get back on their feet. 

Under Carolyn’s tremendous leadership, Beyond DV has achieved remarkable milestones. In 
2022, she established Australia’s first Hope Hub at Westfield Carindale, a secure, discreet sanctuary 
where women can safely access multi-agency support during their routine daily visits. Recording over 
6,000 community interactions, this Hope Hub has proven so vital that, with the support of a $7.8 million 
investment from the Crisafulli government, it is being replicated across our state, including the recently 
opened hub at Orion Springfield Central. 
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Beyond these hubs, Carolyn’s dedication has delivered Hannah’s Sanctuary, a nine-townhouse 
transitional housing project built in collaboration with Small Steps 4 Hannah and a generous local 
developer, providing a safe haven for families to heal. She has also pioneered preventative digital 
education, established a global app and launched the groundbreaking Ask a Mate app, which 
harnesses the voices of positive male role models to guide young men towards healthy relationships.  

Despite all this, Carolyn is the first to say that she does not walk this path alone. Beyond DV is 
sustained by a grassroots community of volunteers. From a local hair salon providing free styling for 
job interviews to a pharmacy donating beauty products and a carpet supplier tiling a Hope Hub free of 
charge, our local businesses and volunteers prove that every single skill can make a profound 
difference. These volunteers’ dedication is more critical than ever as we confront the scourge of 
domestic violence. I am incredibly proud to acknowledge that the volunteers in our local community 
stand up for such a cause. I commend them with the utmost respect for the vital work they continue to 
do for the survivors of domestic violence, a devastating crisis in our communities.  

I ask my fellow members to join me in celebrating Carolyn Robinson, Queensland’s Volunteer of 
the Year 2026.  

Yarrabilba, Hooning  
Mr POWER (Logan—ALP) (11.32 pm): I am really pleased the police minister is in the House 

tonight. I have spoken previously about hooning in Logan and especially the intersection of Waterford 
Tamborine Road, Camp Cable Road and Yarrabilba Drive and the dangerous large gatherings. I am 
also pleased the transport minister is here because he cannot ignore this issue again. Last time I spoke 
about this I told how the whole intersection was blocked and Yarrabilba residents could not get in or out 
for hours. This was made worse by the delays to the second exit permitted by the LNP that means 
residents cannot currently enter from the south either.  

That is why we in the community started a petition, with over 2,000 local residents signing, calling 
on the Crisafulli LNP government to take action to stop these large-scale hooning events. However, 
when the reply came from the transport minister, with nothing from the police minister, the answer was 
effectively that they would do nothing on the road. What is worse is TMR have told us that the next 
intersection is designed in a way that means it will have the same issues. I want to recognise local 
police who are doing their best with limited resources. They simply are not being backed up by this 
police minister, who should be giving significant resources for multiple commands.  
Tabled paper: Document, undated, titled ‘Police probe ‘hooning’ link after mum of eight killed in Logan crash’ [1443]. 

Rosa, a mother of eight, had just left a grandchild’s birthday party. Unfortunately, she will never 
see another grandchild’s party. If the minister was waiting for someone to be killed in Logan then he is 
too late. Further disturbing incidents are in the media and I table the articles here today. They include: 
‘Teenager allegedly rams police car after tyre theft’—I table an image of the car that was ripped apart; 
‘Dangerous driving charges in Yarrabilba’; ‘Teen accused of injuring two police officers on rampage’; 
and ‘Hoons in balaclavas take over Logan City streets’.  
Tabled paper: Extract from media article, dated 17 December, titled ‘Hoons in balaclavas take over Logan street … meets’ [1444]. 

It is not good enough that this government is not taking action on these large-scale hooning 
events. These criminals have changed their behaviour since the new laws were put in place by the 
former police minister. They are now wearing masks and balaclavas and taking a more organised 
approach such that police need to change their behaviour to make a difference. They need the 
resources to stop these events. I think of Rosa, a mother of eight, attending her grandchild’s birthday 
party. I know that if more action had been taken Rosa may not have died. This shows the seriousness 
of what we do. I urge the two ministers to take action to make a difference for the residents of Yarrabilba.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Thank you, member for Logan. We will review the tabled 
documents to ensure there is no sub judice material.  

Doe, Ms J  
Miss DOOLAN (Pumicestone—LNP) (11.35 pm): I rise tonight in sadness, but also with the great 

privilege of having known Jodi Doe. Jodi was born on 29 May 1963. Jodi was sunshine personified. 
She was vivacious, generous, endlessly positive and, in my eyes, a walking angel. When I was first 
preselected, I didn’t know too many people. I would turn up to events as a new candidate and a young 
candidate and, truthfully, it was intimidating. But on 5 April 2024, at a women’s lunch in Beachmere, I 
met someone who immediately made me feel welcome, someone who made me feel like I belonged, 
someone who was genuinely excited to see a young person chasing their dreams. She told me her 
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name was Jodi. We took a photo together, exchanged details, and from that day on she continued to 
support me throughout my journey—not because of my politics and not because she wanted anything 
from me. She supported me because she genuinely cared about me as a person. She did not see a 
politician. She saw Ariana, and that was Jodi. She saw people for who they were. She saw their heart. 

Jodi worked alongside the member for Redcliffe, Kerri-Anne Dooley, as an active member of the 
Moreton Bay Dementia Alliance and helped establish the Bribie Island Dementia Chit Chat group. Jodi 
and I also brought together a dementia morning tea to help educate the Pumicestone community about 
how we can better support people living with dementia and their families. She was always connecting 
people who needed help with the services and people who could provide it. Jodi had a career in 
advertising and marketing, and she later turned those skills towards helping seniors access aged care 
and nursing services. She could network like nobody else. Jodi was the absolute queen of networking—
a networker extraordinaire. If there was an aged-care, seniors or dementia event across Moreton Bay 
or North Brisbane, chances are Jodi was there. Wherever she went, that vivacious personality went 
with her. She lit up every room.  

I saw Jodi for the final time on Tuesday the 18th, the day before the tragic incident. She came 
over carrying material she was handing out to veterans because Jodi always knew how to hustle for a 
good cause. We spoke, and before she left she gave me the biggest hug. I will remember that hug for 
the rest of my life. There is something incredibly special to me about knowing the exact dates of the 
first and the last times I had the privilege of knowing Jodi. Her daughter, Caitlin, described her mum in 
words that I think capture Jodi better than any of us could. She said, ‘To know Jodi was to love her.’ 
Jodi was a bright light: positive, joyful, spiritual and fun. Behind the community advocate and networker 
extraordinaire was a deeply loving mum and nanny.  

Jodi, our community is devastated by your loss. Thank you for the laughter. Thank you for the 
kindness. Thank you for making people feel welcome. To your beloved husband, Anthony, your 
beautiful children Caitlin and Nick and the four grandchildren whom you absolutely adored, Kerri-Anne 
and I extend our deepest and most heartfelt condolences. Jodi, I hope heaven was ready for you. I 
hope there are tiaras, dress-ups, bubbles, laughter and love and that you are enjoying the best party 
heaven has ever seen. Rest in peace, Jodi.  

Liquor Licensing  
Mr HEALY (Cairns—ALP) (11.39 pm): The Crisafulli LNP government has built much of its 

political brand around being tough on crime, but nowhere is the gap between its rhetoric and reality 
more obvious than its handling of the liquor licensing issue. On one hand the government talks 
relentlessly about public safety, antisocial behaviour, alcohol fuelled violence and restoring law and 
order. On the other it continues to allow new liquor outlets to be approved against the wishes of local 
communities, elected representatives and councils. It is a contradiction so glaring that Queenslanders 
are entitled to ask whether this is genuine policy or simply a political gimmick. The central hypocrisy is 
impossible to ignore. The government has been prepared to talk about recriminalising public 
drunkenness, increasing penalties and condemning the consequences of alcohol abuse while 
simultaneously allowing more alcohol to flow into communities already dealing with significant social 
harm. You cannot claim to be tough on crime while being permissive on the causes of alcohol related 
harm.  

In Cairns, local residents, the mayor and I have all opposed the approval of additional detached 
bottle shops, only to be overruled by public servants sitting more than a thousand miles away in 
Brisbane. Decisions affecting local communities are being made by people who do not live with the 
consequences on local streets, families or our neighbourhoods. What makes this even more 
extraordinary is that the Premier promised greater community input, as was reported in the Cairns Post 
recently, yet when communities ask for a voice the answer was silence. When the local councils 
objected they were ignored. I have written two letters to the Premier and I have received absolutely no 
response whatsoever.  

The government’s approach is particularly indefensible when the consequences of alcohol harm 
extend far beyond public drunkenness or antisocial behaviour. This is the fundamental failure of the 
Crisafulli government’s approach. It is easier to talk about penalties than confront the underlying drivers 
of harm. It is easier to criminalise visible social problems than tackle alcohol availability and addiction. 
You cannot talk about breaking the intergenerational cycles of disadvantage while ignoring one of the 
factors capable of embedding those cycles for decades, and you certainly cannot claim to be tough on 
crime while being soft on the policy settings that contribute to alcohol related harm. Until that happens 
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the Crisafulli government’s liquor policy will remain precisely what its broader law and order agenda 
increasingly looks like: tough rhetoric, weak action and a refusal to confront the difficult causes of the 
problems it claims to be fixing.  

Wind Farms  
Mr LISTER (Southern Downs—LNP) (11.42 pm): I rise to appraise the House of the scourge of 

wind farms in my electorate of Southern Downs. It was necessary for me to call a community meeting 
in the very small village of Karara in my electorate because I have been receiving an alarming growth 
in complaints from people who say wind farm proponents in their area are not consulting with them. I 
have tried to have a good communicative relationship with the wind farm proponents I know of who are 
looking at proposals in my electorate, but I have always said to them, as I have said to the community, 
that my default position as the local member was to oppose any wind farm proposals in my electorate 
unless the community tells me otherwise, and so far that has not happened.  

My position is that any wind farm proposal that is extant in my electorate should consider itself 
on notice. The Crisafulli LNP government—and this will not have escaped the notice of the wind farm 
proponents in my electorate—has shown its teeth. It has introduced tough new legislation and changes 
to the regulations concerning planning and approvals for wind farms so that they are now impact 
assessable so that communities actually get a say. Local communities are able to push back and object 
to the idea that a wind farm will be built in their community.  

This is very important because we saw what happened with the MacIntyre Wind Farm, which 
was the first one to go in in my electorate, which was approved under Labor. We have seen very 
unhappy councils and very unhappy landowners in that particular neck of the woods. I would like to 
single out Acciona in particular. Acciona Energia, which is about to finish the MacIntyre project, has 
been treating the landowners who do host their wind farm infrastructure with very high-handed and 
coercive methods. Flesh-eating lawyers bully and intimidate landowners and use the means available 
to a company of that size to prevent landowners from being able to collateralise or subdivide their 
properties to lease or to sell. This has cost some of the landowners there very large sums of money.  

In relation to the Herries Range and Karara wind farm projects, which Acciona Energia intend to 
put a development application in for at some stage, I get very angry complaints from that neck of the 
woods that those who have expressed concerns or asked difficult questions have been cancelled. This 
is not good enough. I put Acciona Energia on notice, as I have said to them in person on a number of 
occasions and in writing, that they must not assume they will be able to proceed with that project 
because I will be a very strong enemy of them if they do not obtain community acceptance and they do 
not start treating my electors with a modicum of respect.  

Kindness  
Ms BOLTON (Noosa—Ind) (11.44 pm): At a recent Scone Time, which is a beautiful gathering of 

our elders over fresh hot scones loaded with homemade jam and cream, Cooroy State School students 
gifted handmade dragonfly pendants—such as I am wearing and it is gorgeous—to hundreds who were 
in attendance. Attached was a message: like a dragonfly, may you dance through life with lightness 
and joy. It was a simple gesture of kindness, which is much needed in our world.  

Science tells us that kindness lowers stress, improves mental and physical wellbeing and fosters 
a sense of belonging in both the giver and the receiver. Thankfully, with the help of those youngsters 
and the Noosa District State High School students who served the scones, kindness is growing through 
Scone Time and initiatives such as kindness clubs and other movements across the world. The gift of 
the dragonfly to every elder was received with a huge smile. They felt acknowledged, valued and loved. 
Watching that reminded me that leadership is not about grand speeches or bold gestures. It is about 
being positive change makers.  

As members of parliament, we are elected to represent communities, often with different priorities 
and philosophies. Robust debate is essential. However, this should never come at the expense of 
behaviour. During this 58th parliament, up to 13 July this year members have been ordered to withdraw 
on 54 occasions for disorderly conduct. Every time debate descends into personal attacks, hostility and 
abuse, public confidence, respect and trust in us is diminished. Queenslanders expect us to lead by 
example and to conduct ourselves and treat others with dignity, professionalism and positive 
behaviours. In June this year, Mr Speaker reinforced what I have raised previously, warning that 
personal vitriol was overtaking common decency and describing parliamentary conduct as becoming a 
race to the bottom. His challenge was simple: we can and we must do better.  
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That is where those who are affecting change through kindness have something to teach us. As 
members of parliament, our words carry weight far beyond these walls. The tone we set echoes across 
our state and nation. When we lead with cynicism, anger and misinformation, we fuel division and 
hatred. When we lead with calm assurance and reassurances, mutual respect and, yes, kindness, we 
inspire our communities to do the same. Sadly, we cannot legislate kindness nor probably include it in 
the standing orders. Our responsibility is not to win at all costs, whether debates or elections; it is to 
example what we wish to see in our communities.  

My gratitude goes to Archer, Anna and Maddie from Cooroy State School for the beautiful 
dragonfly. Your gift is more than a pendant. It is a reminder that leadership is measured not by how 
loudly we speak or the headlines we grab but by what we achieve that is good and decent for our 
communities.  

Speaker’s Ruling, Tabled Papers Out of Order 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Krause): Before I call the Leader of the House, I indicated previously 

that I would seek a review of some documents that were tabled by the member for Logan. Upon review, 
two of those documents have been returned to the member and not tabled.  

Mr POWER: Mr Deputy Speaker, I am happy to take those documents back on your instructions.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Logan.  

BUSHKids  
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (11.48 pm): I rise to acknowledge the extraordinary contribution of 

BUSHKids, an organisation that for more than 90 years has supported the health and wellbeing of 
children and families across regional, rural and remote Queensland. The story of BUSHKids is very 
much a Queensland story. The Royal Queensland Bush Children’s Health Scheme was established in 
1935 at the instigation of the then governor of Queensland, Sir Leslie Wilson. During his travels 
throughout western Queensland, Sir Leslie witnessed firsthand the profound challenges confronting 
families during the Great Depression and prolonged drought. He was particularly concerned by the poor 
health of many children and the enormous distances separating families from medical care. From those 
beginnings came an organisation dedicated to ensuring that children living in the bush were not 
disadvantaged simply because of where they lived.  

Initially, children aged between five and 13 travelled from rural communities for six-week stays 
at coastal homes where they received nutritious food, medical and dental care, and respite from the 
difficult conditions of outback life. Over time, BUSHKids evolved alongside the needs of Queensland 
families. It pioneered in-house speech pathology services in the 1960s and progressively expanded its 
allied health and developmental services. Today, its multidisciplinary teams provide early intervention, 
allied health and family support to regional centres, outreach and telehealth. Across its 90-year history, 
BUSHKids has helped more than 42,000 Queensland children and their families.  

One particularly significant part of this history has been the enduring relationship between 
BUSHKids and the Office of the Governor of Queensland. Sir Leslie Wilson served as the organisation’s 
first president and patron, and every successive governor of Queensland has continued that patronage. 
Today, BUSHKids has been fortunate to have as its patron Her Excellency the Hon. Dr Jeannette 
Young AC PSM, Governor of Queensland. Her Excellency’s extraordinary record of public service to 
Queenslanders, including her distinguished contribution to public health and now her service as 
governor, is well known. Her continued support for BUSHKids is a fitting continuation of a relationship 
stretching back to the organisation’s very foundation.  

As a former president of the Australian Medical Association of Queensland and the Rural Doctors 
Association of Queensland, I have certainly seen and been aware of the important contribution that 
BUSHKids makes to Queensland. I know many members are looking forward to a special BUSHKids 
event being held tomorrow on the Speaker’s Green here at the parliament. It will provide another 
opportunity to recognise the organisation, its supporters and the many people who continue to 
champion better outcomes for children and families throughout Queensland. 

Over more than 90 years, the way BUSHKids delivers its services may have changed 
considerably but its fundamental purpose has endured. Well done to all. I congratulate CEO Carlton 
Meyn, staff, volunteers, supporters and partners as well as the Hon. Jane Prentice who have continued 
this important legacy. Well done and congratulations to the entire BUSHKids organisation. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_234829
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20260825_234829
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Question put—That the House do now adjourn. 

Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 11.51 pm.  

ATTENDANCE 
Asif, Bailey, Baillie, Barounis, Bates, Bennett, Berkman, Bleijie, Bolton, Boothman, Bourne, Boyd, 

Bush, Butcher, Camm, Chiesa, Crandon, Crisafulli, Dalton, de Brenni, Dick, Dillon, Doolan, Dooley, 
Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Field, Frecklington, Furner, Gerber, Grace, Hatcher, Head, Healy, Howard, 
Hunt, Hutton, James B, James T, Janetzki, Katter, Kelly G, Kelly J, Kempton, King, Kirkland, Knuth, 
Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Lee, Linard, Lister, Mander, Martin, McCallum, McDonald, McMahon, 
McMillan, Mellish, Mickelberg, Miles, Minnikin, Molhoek, Mullen, Nicholls, Nightingale, O’Connor, 
O’Shea, Pease, Perrett, Poole, Powell, Power, Pugh, Purdie, Richmond, Rowan, Russo, Ryan, 
Scanlon, Simpson, Smith, Stevens, Stoker, Vorster, Watts, Weir, Whiting, Young 
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